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tHE 



LIFE 



OF 



'Mn Isaac Ambrose. 



JVjLr. Isaac Ambrose was sometime minister 
of Preston ; but he afterwards removed to 
Garstang, where the Act of Uniformity found 
him in the Year 1662. After the King's resto-^ 
ration there was a meeting of above twenty 
ministers at Bohon^ to consult what course to 
take. Mr. Ambrose and Mr. Cole of Preston, 
declared before them all, that they could read 
the Common-Prayer, and should do it, the 
state of their places requiring it, in which 
otherwise their service was necessarily at pre* 
sent at an end. The ministers considering the 
circumstances of their case, approved of their 
proceeding. Mr, Cole (afteirwards Dl'. Cole) 
was so forward as to express himself at the same 
time, in words to this purpose: Gentlemen, I 
am got to my Hercules' s pillars; my ne plus 
ultra, / shall go no farther. And indeed he 
was turned out of Preston; but found some 
stronger motives in other parts: for he afters- 
wards conformed, and was lectuTCt at Dedham> 
in Essex. But as for Mr. Ambrose, he lived 
and died a Nonconformist; and was a man of 
that substantial worth, that eminent piety, and 
that exemplary life# both as a minister and a 
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chrietian,»that*tistobe lamented that tlie v^ortS 
should not have the benefit of particular me- 
moirs concerning- him, from some able hand. 
One thingvthat was peciillar in^ him, deserves to* 
be mentioned here. 'Twas- his usual custortv 
once in a year, for the space of a month to- 
^retire intb a hut in a wood, and avoiding all 
human GOflver^, to devote himself to contem- 
plation. - Possibly by this practice, he was the 
fitter for his sacred ministration all the rest of the' 
year. He lived in^ the latter part of his life 
at PrestJon^^ and when his end drew near, was* 
very sensible of it. Having taken his leave of 
many of his friends abroad,, with unusual so-- 
kmnity, a^j if he foresaw that he should sec 
diem tto more, he came Iwrne to Preston from^ 
Bolton, and set all things in order. In a little 
time some of his hearers came from^ Garstang. 
to visit him. He discoursed freely with them, 
gave them good. counsel, told them,* he was now 
ready whenever his Lofd should call, and that 
he had finished all he designed to write ; hav- 
kig the night before sent away his Discourse 
concerning Angek, to ihe press. He accom- 
panied his ftiends to their horses, and when he 
came back,. &hut himself in his parlour, the 
pla/:e.©£hi»Mliloquy, meditation, and praj^err* 
they tbought he sfciid long, arid so opened the 
door, and fouHtf hiia just expiring. This was 
in the year 1665^4^: MtSit. 72.- He was holy 
in his lift, happy in his deatji, and honoured by 
Ged^ and all good men^^v 
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Written about the j^ear 1650^ 



jaBN iii. 3. 

Ktcepf a Man be Born again y . he cannot see the 
Kmgdom of God. 



In 



the prosecu.tioh of these words, we shall follow 
the order set down? by the Iloly Ghost > where is, 

I /T^he Necessity of it. 
2. The Generality of it. 
S, -The Mamnner of it* 
4, The Issue of it. 

First, the Bccessity of it : Except: a\ man be neat 
bo7'n, he can never, be saved. It: is our Sanriour'i 
speech^ and he avers it with q doubJr asseveration. 
Verity^ verilyifl say unto thee, 

AgaiHyGod the FaOier thus counsels,, not only 
Nicodenju^, but all the Jews of the old chBTch, say- 
hig, Make yo^ a new heart a\id a new spirit^ for^ 
why tvittgoH dky O house- of Israel f £zek. xviii,3l, 
Notwithstaqdifig, ajl their privileges, yet here iaone 
thing necessary,- that niu^t crown all the rest ; they 
must have a pew heartland a new spirit, that is^they 
imist be ney borny or there? is no way but, death J 

Nor, is ihis doctrine without reason. or ground^i 
If'or, man. is ^first unholy, and therefore most unfit 
to enter into heaven. Without holiness no man shall 
see God. Jleb. xii. 14. And what i^^maa before iM 
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is new born ? , If we look, upon his soul, \ve inkf 
see it deformed with sin, defiled tvith lust, outrsiged 
with passions ; and thus is that image of God trans- 
formed to the ugly shape of the devil : should we 
take a more particular view, every faculty of the . 
soul. is. full .-of. iniquity ( thtf understanding, iifider- 
stanflk nothing of the ^things (ifCrod; 1 Gor. ii:* 14. 
the will wills nothing that /i goodj Rom. vi. 20. 
the affectioxis affect riotHing of the sjjifif ^ Gal. v. 17, 
In a word, the understanding is darkened, the will 
enthralled, the affections disordered, fh^ tnemory 
defiled, the conscience benumbed, all the inner man 
is full of sin, and here is no part that is good, ho hot 
one. How needful now i» a new bifth to a man 
in this case ? Oan he enter into heaven that savours 
all of earth ? Will those precious gates of gold and 
pearl's open to at sinner? Noj he must be hew 
moulded^, and sanctified^ 

Secondly, Without this, mSn is God*s enemy ; 
no greater opposition than betwiit God arid a sin- 
ner ; his name and nature is altogether opposite to 
sin and sinners. View we those attributes of God, 
his justice, truth, patience, holiness, anger, power ; 
his justice in punishing the impenitent according to 
his deserts, his truth effecting those plagues which 
he hath -spoken in his time, his patience forbearing 
$in*s destructioh, till they are grown full ripe, his 
holiness abhorring all iijipurities, his anger stirring 
up* revenge against all offered injuries, his power 
mustering, up his forces, yea, all his creatures 
against his enemies 5 and what can we say, but if 
ail these attributes are at enmity with sinful man, 
woe to man because of offences; Better he had ne- 
ver been bom, than not to be new bom. 

Thirdly, Except by a new birth, man is tvTthout 
Christ ; lor if any man be in Christ, he is a new 
creature : and if he be not in Christ, what hopes 
ot that man ? It is only Chris^ that opens heaven, it 
is only Christ tbaj is the way to heaven^ besides him 
thereis no way^^ no Iruth, no life. 
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Fourthly^ Except a man be bom again, fee is a 
very limb of satan, a child of darkness, and one of 
the family of hell. Consider this, ye tjiat are out 
of the state pfgrace^ in what miserable thraldom 
are your souls? Should any call you servants, you 
would take it highly in disdain j but take it as you 
please, if yoij are not regenergite, you are in no 
Detter case. Paul appeals to your own knowledge. 
Know you not i/iql to zv/iornfoeverjjou give yourselves 
sei^ants to obey ^ his seiyants yearc to iphopiyou 
obey ? Rom. vi. 16^ 23. Jf then ye obey the devil's 
suggestions, what are you but the devil's servant's ? 
And if he be your master, whaf \^ your wages ? 
The wages of sm is death \ de^th of the body, and 
death of the soul: death here, and death hereafter 
ill hell-fire, ^l^^, that satan should have this 
power on man! that he who is the enepiy? and 
means nothing to a sinner but death and damnation, 
should be his lord, and tyrannize ovei: liim at his. 
own will and pleasure! would any man be l)ired to 
serve lions and tigers? And is not the devil a roar* 
in!g lion, walking^boiit, and seeking whom he may 
devour? To serve him that would devour his ser- 
vant, is a most miserable bondage ; and what pay 
can one expect from devils, but roaring and devour- 
ing, and tearing souls ? ' 

Mo that whether we consider man in regard of 
himself, or of God, or of Christ, or of Satan, he is 
except' he t>'e rie.w born, unholy, God's enemy, out 
of Christ, in Satan. 

And if the new birth be thus necessary, how 
should we Jabour to be born again ? Now then, as 
you tender your §ouls, and desire heaven at your 
ends, endeavour to ^ttain ^his one thing necessary: 
lift up your h^^rts unto God, that you may be wash- 
cd, justified, sanctified in the name or ^he Lord 
Jesus 3 and that by 'the* spirit "of God you may 
walk in new w^ys, t^lk with new tongues, as being 
new creatures^ created unto good works. Thus 
\yould you wait on God in his way, I trust the 
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fb&rd ki me rcy'^would remember you, and hi^ ^i^ 
rit would blow upon you, and then you would find 
^nd feel sut:h a change within you, as that.yo^ 
would bJess Qod for ever], tl^^t yQU were thus borp 
again. 

Such is the necesskv of hdng born ^gairi. And 
as to the generality or it^ aW men, or all mankind 
must be regenerated before they are sa;ved^ not one 
of all the sonsrof Adam shall ever go to heaven, ex- 
'Cept he be bom again : Let your contemplations 
guided by God's word^ go into the paradise 3.bove<: 
all the saints that now walk in the light of it, were 
first purged by the lamb, and sanctified by the 
.spirit; first they vsrere regenerated, and so they w^ere 
iSaved. 

Secondly, as all men,, so all met\, all tl^ niem- 
l>er^ of his body, all the faculties of his soul . Sanc- 
;tificat]on^ if saving, n^ust be perfect and .entire^ 
though not in respect of degrees, yet in respect of 
^arts; every part and power of feody and souLmpst 
iiftve its paiits of sanctification. 

And -^ould we consider man in bis parts, every 
|5art must bear a p^rt in t%is birth .; his body must be 
i^enerated^ Jiis soul must be renewed : be is 
moulded anew^ and all iftie members of his body 
are conformed to the sovereignty and rule of grace j 
yea, "his body is preserved blameless, hok;, and ac- 
ceptable unto God; it is a member of Christ, the 
temple of the Ho^y Ghost : happy man that is blest 
-withthis body ! Sure^ a n^fin thus born aga^n, sha^I 
see the kingdom of God. 

Secondly, as the body^ so th^ sOul of this maa 
is to be fenewfed by grace; Therefore glorify) Goi 
^ni^our body and 7/oztr spirit. H Cor. vi. 20. The 
3>ody and the spirit must both glorify God; and 
as alffhe p^rts or the body, so all the powers of the 
soul. 

First, the understanding, that in the old man is 
l)lind and ignorant about heavenly things, or if it 
i'how many things ; yet can never attain to saving 
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knowkdge; in the new man must be anoiiited 
with the, eye*salve of the spirit, inspired with the 
knowledge of divine truths especially with those 
sacred and saving mysteries which concern the 
kingdom of God. Again, the will that in the old 
man affects nothing but vile and vqiin things, is {to 
ward and perverse in the ways of Godliness ; in the 
new man must prove what is the good, and accepta- 
ble, and perfect will of God ; yea, it must attend and 
be subordinate to the grace of God, since God 
indeed, and God only, tvorks in us both the zvill and 
I he deed, Phil. ii. 13* Again, the inemoiy that 
in the old is slippery in the tilings of God, or if 
naturally good, yet not spiritually useful, in the 
new man must be sanctified to good performances ; 
and dthough it cannot encrease to a great natural 
perfection (for grace doth not this) vet the perfec- 
tion it hath must be strait, and rignt, and guided 
to Godward, Remember the Lord thy^ God, saith 
Moses, Deut. viii. 18. Again the conscience that 
in the old man sleeps and slumbers, or if it be 
awake, tears and roars, as if a legion of devils pos- 
sessed it ; in the new man must be calm and quiet ; 
and yet not sleep or slumber, but rather in a friendly 
loving manner check and controul wheresoever 
sin is, yea never be quiet, 'till with kind and yet 
earnest expostulations, it draws the sinner before 
God to confess. his fault, and to seek pardon for it. 
Again, the affections that in the old man are sensual, 
inordinate, bewitched; and set on wrong objects^ 
in the new man must be turned another Way. To 
sum up all, all must be renewed, the understanding,, 
will, memory, conscience, affections. 

First, I say, in the new man the understanding 
xnu^f be renewed ; so the apostle. The new man is 
renewed in knowledge. Col. iii. 10. and this know- 
ledge in^lips two habits, tvisdom and prudence, Col. 
i 9. Fttst wisdom, that is speculative, secondly, 
prudence, and that is practical. By the one the 
ciixld of God having the eyes of his mind opened 

KO. 1, VOL. 1, J» 
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^tf enlightfeftcd,^ doth see the mystferics of salVation^^ 
the secrets of the kingdom, the whole counsel 
and rfi?. wonder? cf th$ law of God ; by the other 
he is e^aab^ed, with ^judicious sincerity, to deter- 
mine iu cape of. conscience in the practice of 
piety;,, and the experimental passages oP a christian 
^pan. If we consider the first, (wisdom) how is 
it pqssit^ie that a naan unregenerate should know 
the mysteries of salvation ? He may go as far as 
ti[ie;pow^ of natural d^scoopse, and light of reason 
c^n. bear; sway, he may be furnished with store of 
ra^9 ^d excellent learrxing, and yet for all this 
wapt the t;rue spiritostl wisidom. The man rege- 
nerate hath the sa-ving; knowledge, he anly knows 
Godj wi)i> a §tedfii«t;.\apprebehsion, he only knows 
himself a mean,, bascr^ and 'contemptible things ; hi» 
ioew birth ha^ learned^ him how wicked a creature 
he naturidjy i^, aftd iht^nefore in thar respect is he 
odious; to ^imself^ ^nd Ipathsomein his' own eyesr 
or if we .consider the second,, (prtidence) how i^ 
it possible that a ^r^m ttnregenerate should experi- 
mentally knq>y the, practice of piety? Should we 
instance in this rtiy^t^ry of regeneration ; 'here is a 
ruler of the Jewsi and a teacher of Israel ; yet as 
learned as he wa?, if he confer with Oirist about 
the saliKatipn of his soulj, he is strangely childish, 
and a ipe^e infant; tell Ijini^of thencw birth, and 
he thinks it as impoj^iblei is for an old man to* 
retnrft ipto his mother's wqmb, ami be born j the- 
natural itjan canijot disogn) the operations of grace^ 
lie knows not thqt dmk 4od fearful passage, which 
i|ad*s J&^pm-rthe.fttatt.QL nature, into the rich ahd' 
glorious h^ppipess of the JbngdGOu.of Christ 5 an# 
hence it is that mwy. a: silly mwi or woman, whom 
the;5wpri41y :wisf? p^ssr.bf with scorn, are irf' spi- 
ritual affairs ffSt^p^ witerand learned thaa: the learn* 
cdst djjqtKin^Sr. - ^ ..: . -• •''..... ^ ' 
%cp;adlyi. the:. ^lU. imist .be renewed ; aiifl- this| 
will fif the regenerate;! oorttams^ two thingSj^righte-i 
ouspess ;(nd r«idiiicss : it tk first reclined,, con-i 
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ibrmed to the will of God ; secotidly, it is so in- 
flamed with .the love of goodnessf, that hie pursues 
it with alacrity of spirit. M we consider the first 
(the rectitude of the will) we see by experience the 
w^ill of the unregenerate ^is all oiut of course, he 
wills nothing but that which is evil: how should 
he, considering his, want of God's image, hi& 
"blindness of heart, his proneness to evil, together 
with the vehemency of his -affections, which .draw 
•the will after thera ? but in the n)an that is re- 
generate, the will being moveci, iit afterwards 
moves itself, God's gra<:rc that conc«rs with it, 
-quickens it, and revives it ; so that now his will is 
-nothing but God's will: or if we consider the ^e- 
«cond,.(the readiness of the will to good) alas! the 
=will of the urifegenerate hath no pleasure ;in good- 
ness, he understands not the sw^tness of it, and- 
ttherefore nothing, is more irksome to hihi than the 
vv'-ays of Godliness; whereas the will of the rege- 
nerate is -willing, and this willingness indeed is , the' 
^perfection of his will- 
Thirdly, the memory must be renewed >; and 
^this memory reflects occasionally on a double object, 
on God, rand the things of 'God. First, .on God 
^y remembrance of his preaenqe ^every where. Se- 
<:ondly, on the things of God, by calling them to 
mind at useful times. If we consider the first ob- 
ject, Go4, the unregenerate hath po mind on Go^, 
'God is not in all his thoughts, like the hood-winked 
fooU that seeing no b^dy, thinks nobody seesliim, 
so hath he said in his heart, How doth God know ? 
43anTie judge through the dark doud ? Thick clouds 
arc a covering to him that he sieeth not, an^ %c 
walketh in the circuit of heavgn. But .contrary- 
wise, the regenerate min remembers Kis Creator in 
the days of his^youtJv And though God, as being 
a spirit, is absent from his |§e?;i9^'y^t by virtue of his 
sanctified memory (that makes things absent as pre- 
sent) his eye i§ on Qod, and he considers Godasaii 
leve-witnesstof allWs thoughts and words and doings. 
•^ ' . , B 2 
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Or, 'iTwe consider the second object (the word of 
God) the unrcgencr^ite never burdens his memory 
with it ; if sometimes he falls upon it, it is either by- 
constraint, or by accident, never with any settled 
resolution to follow it ; but the soul that is regencr 
rate, with Mary, keeps all these things in his heart ; 
whatsoever lessons he learns, like so many jewels in 
a casket, he lays them up safe^ and as need s^rveth, 
makes all the good use of them he may, 

Fourthly, the conscience must be renewed, an4 
that two ways, either by drawing the soul to good, 
or from evih first, to ^ood, by restraining and 
bridling. , If we consider its first office (in that it 
draws and leads the soul to good) the unregenerate 
hath not that conscience ; for the most part his con- 
science lies dead in his bosom, or if ic stir some-f 
times, he labours all he can to smother it. It is 
(Otherwise with the regenerate, his conscience ex- 
cites him to good, and he doth good out of con- 
science y he stands not upon terms of pleasure or 
profit, but his conscience being guided by the rule 
of God's holy truth, he submits to it merely put of 
his obedience to God : hence it is, that cqme what » 
will come, his eye is fixt on God j and if man 
qppose where God commands, he is quickly re- 
solved. Or if we consider the second office of 
conscience (in drawing the soul from evil) the un- 
regenerate either hears not, or heeds not his re- 
claiming conscience ; if it speak, he first goes ^bout 
to lull it asleep again ; or it it cry out, and wijl not 
peace, then, (in spite of goodness) he runs put of 
one sin into another, and usually from presumption 
to despair* On the other 'side the regenerate hath 
a conscience that draws him from, and keeps 
him out of evil .: 'tis known especially by these 
two properties, remorse and tenderness : remorse 
hath an eyo on all. sins past, and tenderness hath 
an eye op all sins to come: by remorse is bred 
sorrow for $in, and loathing of sin : no sooner he 
cpnsidershqw by his manifold sins h^c hath oflfendeiJl 
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God, crucified Christ, grieved the Holy Spirit, but 
his heart bleeds and breaks that he hath done so 
wickedly against so gracious a God : this sorrow for 
sin brings with it a loathing of sin ; he hates the 
very thought of it ; every look-back is a new addi- 
tion of detestation, and every meditation makes 
the wound of his remorse to bleed again ; by ten- 
derness of conscience is bred a care and watchful- 
ness to avoid sin to come ; for no sooner is sin pre- 
sented to his conscience, but he startles at its sight, 
and meditates on that strict account be . must one 
day make for it ; which thoughts and sin put to- 
gether in the balance, he dares not do wickedly 
tor a world of gain : and you may observe it, this 
tenderness (or easiness to bleed at the apprehension 
of sin) is peculiar to that conscience that is en-^ 
lightened, and sanctified, and purged by Christ. 

Fifthly, the affections must be renewed, and that 
is done bv setting them upon right objects. I shall 
instance m some of them, as love, hatred, hope, fear, 
joy, sorrow^ Love I place first, which in the un- 
rpgenerate man is fastened inordinately upon the 
creature ; and as one sin begets another, so on what- 
soever object it falls, it gets some sin : thus the love 
of riches breeds cpvetousness, love of beauty breeds 
sensuality : V^atspever he loves (the object being 
earthly) it brings with it some sin, and thereby (the 
worst of all) he wicl^edly prefers earth to heaven, a 
dunghill tp paradise, Bijit the regenerate man set- 
tles his love upon other objects; as he that is carnal, 
minds things carnal, so he that is spiritual, loves things 
spiritual j no sooner is h/e turned (by a sound and 
universal change of the whole man) from darkness to 
Ifght, and from the power of Satan unto God, but he 
presently begins to settje with some sweet content- 
ment, juppn the flowej-s of paradise, saving graces, 
and his infinite Joyje runs higher and higher, 'till it 
eVabrace him that ,d\5rei}s in the highest, God Al- 
mighty ; and how sweet is that love that casts itself 
svholly into the bpsorn of hfs Maker ? How blessed . 
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}§ that man, that yearns, and melts, and cleaves,' and 
sticks uhto his gracious God above all. 

The second affection is hatred, which in the un- 
Ttgenerate is so inordinate, that he is an hater of 
^My Rom. i. 80. not that he hates God in himsel]^ 
l)Ut in some particular respect, because he restrains 
him from his pleasure, or punishcth him for his sin, 
-or crosseth his apiiefites by his holy commands. 
And as he hates Gbd, so likewise fiis brotlier. Hence 
arise those envies, emulations, jafs, contentionsf 
^motig those th^ profess themselves christiaps ; but 
•of- all bi'ethren he hfates them most, of. whom our 
Saviour is the first-born. God's faithiul ones ever 
\vcre and ever will be si^$ and wonders^ and .meh- 
«tfers unt^ many; a scorn, rfeproach, itid derisibn to 
thifemthat are. round about them: but tie tfiat is je- 
generate hates sin in wbonisoeyer it rdles, in others,' 
and in himself, when after the commission of any 
«vil he begins to repent, abd to abfior himself (as 
Job did) in dust and askes^ Job xlii. 6. 

The third affection . is hope. Now tliis hope' in 
the unregenerate • is ifkstened on this world, and 
the things of tTiis world ; !ie hopes for preferment^ 
iTches, or the like ; as for his bopes of heaven, it is 
btot ^waking nian^s dream ; a dream, said I ? Yes^ 
^^ dreams in flie night fill us with elusions {you 
know a beggar may dream he is a king, so hope,, 
abusing the imagination of the "unreg^etierate^ nils, 
their souls many a time with Vain, or erfipty con- 
tentments; but fhe hope of tbe regenerate both 
ehjoys the right object, and riglit means ; his eye is 
•fixed on future good ; and he -endeavours to pursue 
ir, 'till he g^ets the possession. If in the piirsuit be 
meets witb crosses, griefs, disgraces, sicknesses, or 
sny other calamities, his hope is able to sweeten the 
l)[tterest misery that can possibly befal him ; the af- 
^tctions of this life bid him look for ia better, a cros$ 
bere minds him of the glory above. 

The fourth affection is fear, which, in the unre- 
^tnerate is either worldly or servile < if it fasten on 
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fte wprld, then he fears the loss of his credit pro!' 
his profit, and because he and the world must part 
at last, he fears this separation abovQ all fears: O 
death, (saith the wise man) how bitteiis the rcraem- 
bfance of thee to a man that liveth at rest in his 
possessions,, ynto the man that hath nothing to vex 
him, and that hf^th prosperity' In all things ? Or if 
his fqar reflect on Qod,. then it is. a servile fear; 
for as the servant of hireling workis Bot for love 
of his master, but only for fear of punishmeat ; so» 
he fears God for fear of punishment dvi^ unto him 
from Gdd: it is otherwise with ^lie man that is 
bom again ;. his fear is either initial o]f filial : in 
pangs of the new birthj,. or in the new-bonx babe it 
is called initial > because then he casts away sia 
both out of God's love, to which he hath partly, at- 
tained, and out of the woeful efFect;s of sm,, which 
he hath thoroughly considefed j wit;h the riffht eye 
Re beholds God, and witli the left eye .he! beholds 
punishment ; so that this fear, is arpiddliT (iisit werelj 
betwixt servile and filial fear ; ancj as tBe needle 
drawetb in the thread, so this fear drA\veth in cha*^ 
rity, and makes way for filiai fear ^ to. whieX if bji 
growth in grace he be fiilly ripened^ tb«tt he fears 
God out of love to God, as tbe prophet. Isaiah pror^ 
claimeth, 7'he fear of the Lord is ms treasure^ h^ 
xxxiii.. 6. Never was treasure ip^jre dear to the 
worldling!?,, than is God's, fear to him j . his love of 
God, bis desire. to please God, andjiis. fear pf beinjf 
sepajated from God^ keep him in such atyve^ that 
though fto punishpienty no death,, m h^l] w^ere 3^ 
all ; yet he Would not sin for a WprH pf treasures. 

The fifth ^ffection is joy,, whiph in tJbe uhrege-; 
neratels sensiial and brutlsb > it hath n$i better ol>; 
jects t^n.gbld, greatness, hendurs, or .the. like : aod 
what arf^Tl these biit & shadow,, a.ship^ ^[hifdi aoj 
arrow, a post that pfsseth by/ Qr rathev^ cracfc-^i 
linoj of tborns under a pot, as flashes of lightning, 
bcrore. everlasting fire ? But th^ joy of the ifegenc.- 
late is » spiritual' jov;. and the-matter of it i^ the li^hJfe^ 
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of God's countenance, righteousness^ or the prcr* 
mises of God's word ; or above all, God Ahnighty 
blessed everrnore^. Thus David, IVIiom have 1 ui 
heaven but thee ? and there is none upon earth that t 
desire besides thee i Psal. Ixxiii. 25. This is that 
joy which no man cah conceive, but he that enjoys 
rt ; this is that white stone. Rev. ii. 17. whose splen- 
dor shines only upon heavenly hearts j this is that 
glimpse of heaven^s glory, which springing up in a 
'sanctified heart, out of the wells ch salvation, and 
carried along with addition of fresh comforts (from 
the word and sacraments) through a firuitful current 
and course of men's life, at last tails into the hound- 
less and bottomless ocean of the joys of heaven : 

The sixth affection is sorrow, which in the unre- 
generate is a worldly sorrow^ and the effects of it 
are death ; so the apostle, the sorrow of the world 
worketh death, 2. Cor. vii. 10. In this kind how 
endless are the sorrows of men for their losses or 
crosses, that may befal them ; and howsoever some 
may endeavour to comfort them in Christ, nothing 
^an relish with them that concerns heaven or sal- 
vation. But in the regenerate, the beholding of sin 
breeds sorrow, and this the apostle calls godlj/ sor- 
row, zoorking repentance to salvation^ not to be re- 
pented of. 

Examine then yourselves, you that desire heaven 
at your ends.* Would you inherit the kingdom ? 
Would you live with angels ? Would you sav? your 
souls ? Examine and try whether your bodies and 
souls be sanctified , and if you have no sense or 
feeling of the new birth, (for 'tis a mystery to the 
unregenerate) then never look to see in (that state) 
the kingdom of God j but if you perceive the work- 
ing of saving grace effectually in you, (and you can- 
not but perceive it if you have it) if you feel the pgw- 
tfr of godliness first seizing thfe heart, and after dis- 
persing itself over all the parts and powers of body 
and soul j if your hearts be softened by. the spirit, if 
your eyes wait upon God, * if your ears listen to his. 
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^orAy if yoiir tongues shew forth his praise, if yout 
understandings attain to saving knowledge,' if yout 
\vills conform to the will of God, i[ your inemories 
be stored with heavenly doctrine, if your consci- 
ences be tender apd sensible of the least liin, if you 
love that which is good, if you hate that which is 
veil, if yoU hope for the blessings above, if you feat 
him that can destroy both body and soul ; in a word* 
if you joy in goodness^ if you sorro^y for sin, thea 
are you borni again. Happy man in this cise that 
ever he was born ; atid thus every man must be, ot 
he cannot be happy. Except a many (ev^y man, 
every- part of man) be born again ^ he cannot see the 
kingdom ofGod^ 

We come now to speak of thift manner o^it. 

Except a man be regenerated^ or begotten (saith 
Valla :) as man that is born of a woman, is begottea 
of a man, so be that is born again, must have a be-^ 
getting too. If you ask of whom is the new man 
begotten? St. James tells yo.u. Jam. i; 18; Of his 
oion will begat he us iviih the word of truth : The 
former words denote the impulsive cause, the latter 
the instrument i it was God that begat uSj and with 
the seed of the word* 

It was the Father, Son, and Holy Ghost^ but in 
respect of the last act, it is of the Holy Ghost, and 
not of the Father, or the Son ; and thus our Saviour 
concludes, John iii. 6, 8. That ivhich is born of the 
spirity is splint ; and so is every man that is born of 
the spirits 

Secondly^ as Qod^s spirit is the principal, so 
God's word is the instrumental cause of our rege- 
neration. Ye are born againy not of corruptible seedy 
but of incorruptible y by the word of God, zvhich 
liveth and abidetfifor ever, I Pet. i. 23. And this 
word (saith the author of the Hebrews) is quick and 
voiverfuly and sharper than any two-edged szvordy 
piercing even to the dividing asunder of soul and 
spiriiy and of the joints and marrow^ and is a dis- 
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center of the thoughts and intents, qf the fiearti^ 
H^h. iy.' 12. They that are born again, cannot bufc 
remember how quick and powerful,, and sharp* 
God's word was at their regeneration : first, like an^ 
hammer it beat on theij ^eart^ till it broke them all 
to pieces, and th^p \\kp ^ sword/ by a terrible cut* 
ting, pipreing power, it stnijck a shaking and trem- 
bling ii)to the very centre of their souls -, last of all^ like 
oil it bpgaq to supple their wQunds> and to Heal their 
bruises, a;^d to refresh the weak and tender he^t 
v(rith ^aHrthe promises- of God revealed in Christ. 

Aii4 thti$ wxmrx being begotten of the spirit 
^ith the word of truth, he icomes at last t© the 
birth ; to be bom^again, to be born aft^rthe spirit 5 
said this is that second birth : a man is first born of 
the flesh, andhemust beag^un-bbm of the spirit. 

Hence appears the difFeiience oPthe first and se^ 
cond birth, the first birth is of the earthy^ e&rtkly^^ 
the second birth isr of the Lord:,' ffom heascen ; the 
first birth is of nature, full of sin y^ the second is of 
grac^, full of sanctity : the first birth is originally of 
flesh and blood, the second birth is originally of the 
spirit and water : in a word, the first birth kills, the 
second gives life ; genemtion lost us, it must be re- 
generation that recovers us : O blessed birth; with- 
out which no birth is happy, in comparison of which? 
(though it were to be born heir of the whole wo?ld) 
aU is but misery ! 

As tb the new birth itself, I know it is not wrought: 
in all after one mariner,- nor is the manner known tc 
us, but only so far as it is sensible in us, and there-- 
fore we must consider man before baptism, in bap- 
tism, and after biaptism. 

In some is the new birth wrought before bap- 
tist as in the- eunuch under Candace, Queen of 
the Ethiopians, Acts vUi. 37. and in Cornelius, to- 
gether with his kinsmen and near friends. Acts x. 
47. and so our charity tells us, that every infant 
dying before baptism, is renewed by the spirit : but 
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ifhe manner of this >^orking we know, not, for It is 

;the secret of tlte Spirit of God. 

In othets is the new birth wrought in baptisin, 
which indeed' is : the sacrament of the new birth 
and seal of regeneration; but /howsoever we see 

;the outward seal, yet we see not. the manner of the 
inward, working ; for .this .also is ♦the secret of th^ 

.spirit of God. 

In others is the new birth wrotiglit after baptism,; 
for whensoever men receive Christ by faith, then do 

^they -leel :the power of <God regenerate ^them, and 
work all thirtgs in them which he offered in bap- 

^fism : how the manner of this feeling, or driP God's 

.spirit working, proceeds usually "thu&: 

There are certain sfteps by which it passeth ; and 

rliowsoever in' those <wnora God' hath blessed with 
great favour of holy -education, the spirit, of God 

j dropping grace into their hearts by times, these steps 
ror degrees at^e rtot so* easily perceived.: yet in those 
men who have lived long in sin, no sooner come 
4:hey.to a new' birth but they can feel grace work in 
ithem step after step, ^nji; these steps v^^e shall. reckon 
fto the number of eight. 

The first is a sdght of $in, and this our Saviour 

^Tcckons the first, work of the spirit. If hen he is 

i<ome he zoiH reprove the iioorld of sin ^ John xvi. 8. 

* Of sin, how? Why thus: no sooner begins this 

•blessed change from nature to grace, but the con- 

^science,^ wrought upon by God's ,wor(|, opens its 

.book, and presents the soul a roll of thoise»many 

.mighty, heinous jsins, cpjnmittod against <Jod and 

-man.; there he may read in ibloody burning lines the 

abominations of his youth, rthe ^ins of afi his life:; 

and to bring them into method, -the commandments 

?of God stand as a remenibran<?er before his oyes*: 

the first tells him of his loving .somewhat above 

God : the second, of his:worsliipping a false*God, 

:or a true God after a false manner.: ithe third, -^df his 

dishonouring the great and mighty name of God : 

the fourth, of his breaking the .JLord's d«y, .either on 

^ 2 ' 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



( 20 ) 

doing the works of the flesh, or leaving undone the 
works of the spirit : nor is this all, as against God so 
agaihst his neighbour hath he sinned : the fifth tells 
bim of his stubbornness and disobedience ; the 
sixth, of his passions, and desires of revenge : the 
seventh, of his lewdness : the eighth, of his covetous 
thefts : the ninth, of his lies and slanders, back- 
bitings, and rash judgment : the tenth, of his covet- 
ous thouo[hts, and motions of the heart to all man- 
ner of evil. Good Lord ! what a number of evils, 
yea, what innumerable swarms of lawless thoughts, 
and words, and actions doth he read in his consci- 
ence? But above all, his beloved sin is writ in 
greatest characters : this he finds to have bewitched 
him most, and to have domineered above all the 
rest in his wastsed conscience ^ where, that he may 
read it, together with his other sins, the spirit of 
God now opens the eyes of his pimd, and lets him 
see the very mud and filth of his soulj^ that lay at 
the bottom before unseen, and undiscemed. This 
is the first working of the new life, to wit, a feeling 
of the old death of his soul in sins and trespasses ; 
and here the axiom is true, no generation without 
corruption j a man must first feel this death, before 
he is bom again. 

The second step is, a sense of divinp wrath ^ 
which begets in him fear. No sooner hath the 
man ^ sight and feeling of his sin, but then Gpd'§ 
spirit, now called the spirit of bondage, presents tq 
him the armory of God's flaming wrath and fiery indig- 
nation ; this makes him to feel, as if he were pricked 
with the stroke of an arrow, or point of a sword, or 
sting of an adder, that he is a most accursed and 
damnable creature, justly deserving all the miseries 
of this life, and all the torments of hell in that life to 
come ; yea, this makes him tremble, and stand, and 
look, as if he were thoroughly frighted with the angry 
countenance of God Almighty, Would you view 
him in this case ? his conscience hath now awaked 
him out of his dead sleep, by the trumpet of thq 
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law; his heart is now scorched with the secret 
sense of God's anjjry face ; his soul is now full 
sorely crushed under the most grievous burden of 
innumerable sins ; his thoughts are now full of fear 
and astonishment, as if no less than very hell and 
horror were ready to seize upon his body and soul. 
I say not what nieasure of this wrath is poxired on 
all men, for I suppose some feel more and some 
less ; but I verily believe, some there are that (in 
these pangs of the new birth) have bpen scorched 
as it were, with the very flames of hell. And no 
wonder, for this is the time of fear : now it is 
that Satan strives busily to stifle the new man in 
the womb i and therefore he that before diminished 
his sins, and made them appear Ifttle in his eyes, 
when he once sees the man. smitten down into the 
place of dragons, and covered with the shadow of 
death, then he puts into his mind his innumerable 
sins, and, that vyhich immediately follows, the curse 
of the law, and the wrath of God, which he yet 
makes more grisly and fierce, with a purpose to 
plunge him into the abyss of horror and despair. 
By this means he persuaded Cain to cry out My 
i?iiguity is greater than can beforgiveny Gen. iv. 13. 
Thus far the unregenerate goes with the man bora 
9ga^n^ bpth have a sight of sin, and sense of wrath, 
but htf^ they part; for the man uHregenerate either 
sinks undpr it^ or labours to allay it with worldly 
comforts. ' But the man born again, seeks the right 
way to cqr? it, and at last, by the help of God's 
spirit, he paspeth qiaite through it ; I mean through 
this hell uppn earth, ipto the spiritual pleasures of 
the kingdom of grace, which is to be born again. 

The third step i,§ sorrgw for sin, and this is more 
peculiar to God's child ; his heart grieves, his eye 
weeps ; th^ way to God'§ kingdom is to cry like 
children coming into the svprjd ; the way to be 
new born is to feel, thj-oes ^s a womgn labouring of 
child, and so is Christ formed in us. Can a man be 
^orn ag^in without bitterness of soul ? Nq, if ever 
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tje.come to a slglit of sin, and that God*s sanctifying 
spirit work in him sorrow for sin, his squI wi^ 
mourn. True it is, :Sonie infants are bom witH 
more pain, and some with less: ()ut more or jess «; 
It cannot be so little, bpt the man that labours in* 
,these pangs shall mourn. 

The fourth step is^ seeking rightly for comfort;. 
He runs not to the world, or flesh> or devils miser- 
able comforters all ; but to scripture, to. prayer, ot 
;to the ministry of God's word:; if he finds comfort! 
in scriptures, 4ie meets with it in the gospel : and if 
h plea3c God that the'toan, ?now labouring in his 
pangs of the new birth, do but rightly settle his 
thoughts x>n Jtht gospel of Christy no doubt but 
Whence he may suck the s\wetest comforts tljat ever 
were revealed to man. Or if he find comfort m 
prayer, to which he ever and anonrepairs in every, 
stcpv 'llieti 16 it by Christ, in whose n^me he only 
^proacheth to that throne of grace : no soonier ha5 
the king of Niyev^* humibled himseif, but his 
proclamation wns, X^/ mmi mid 'bea^t be covereS 
with saekchih^ and! tcry mghtily^nto God. — ^^Wh4 
^a7i tell if God wiUtttrn and repent^ and turn away^ 
from his fitvce anger^ that we perish not / An^ 
thus the man now wrestling with grievous terrors 
of consciences who can (ell, saith he, if God will 
turn away hi& fierce anger:? Let nie then cry mightily 
tinto the JLord of heaven ; let me cry, and continue^ 
'X:rying untiJ the Lord of mercy look upon me ; and' 
if for all this God give 'him a repuise, for reasons 
best known to himseff ; if at the first, second, third, 
fourth, or at many more times, he seem to-have criecl 
in vain, at last he flies to the ministry .of the word, 
;and if he may have his will, he would hit .upo.i;i the 
•most soul-searv^iing man amongst God'« messen- 
gers. At last he comes to God's ministtr, with a 
what shall I doy what must I do to be saved? Alasl 
now I feel the wounded conscience, the broken 
'heart, the sph-itual blindness, the captivity and po- 
verty, of which often you have told me^ if .thei? 
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f^ere be any instruction, direction or duty, whicfi. 
jaaay tend to my good, now direct me in God's fear^ 
and I will willingly follow it with my utmost en- 
deavouips. 

And now,, and not 'till now, hath God's minister 
a strong and seasonable call to magnify the suifici-^ 
ency or Christ's death and passion : were the blood 
of Christy and promise of salvation proffered to an 
un wounded, conscience, what were it^ but like the 
pouring of a most sovereign balsam upon a sound 
Hiembeu of man ? k is the only, right everlasting 
method,i first to wound by the law,, and then to heat 
By the gospel $ first to caAise smart for sin, and thenr 
to lay to a plaister of Christ's blood ; and therefore 
when the* heart is broken, tbe» h^th the man of 
God his warrant to bind it up again, then may he 
magnify God's mercy,, then may he set out to the 
heighth the beauty of Ghrjst's passion and person* 
and thus by his high and holy art of comfbru'ng the 
afflicted,^ at last the child of God^ prepared for his 
birth, is born agatp- 

The fifth stpp is a clear^. I say flpt a geneml sight? 
which he had before, but the clear sight of Christ 
faid open ta the eye of feith ; no sooner is the- 
poor wounded soul informed thoi?oughly in the 
mystery and mercy of the gospel, but f^ then looks 
' on his Saviour as the Jews^ on the bra^^en serpent,* 
and seeing him lifted upon the C]H)sSy' he eatmot but, 
see in him aii^ infinite treasure pf mercy and love,, 
a boundless and' bottomless sea frf tender-hearted- 
ness ^nd pity,, a whole heavep of sweetness, happi- 
ness, peace and pleasures. After the spirit of boiv 
dage, eaters' the spirit of adoption ;. tfie terrors of 
the law Iqjiid him to the comforts of the gospel ; his. 
sorPo.w foi^ sin bri.ngs him to the clear light of hk- 
Saviour; and then as a man in death-pangs, that 
lifts up his eyes to heaven, whence cometh his 
help, sQ be in fc^irth-pangs lifts u,p his eyes to Christy 
who must either help him, or he sinks under his 
^as to the bottom of hell. And this sight of ChtuX 
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Jesu^ to an humbled sinner, together with ihosti 
glorious privileges vl^hich he brings with him, is d 
most pleasant, ravishing," heavenly sight. Not aH 
the curious sights on earth, nor all those glittering 
spangles in heaven, can possibly afford such plea- 
sure to the eye of man, as doth this one object 
Christ bleeditig on the crossi to the soul of a sin-^ 
ner* Imagine you saw some malefactor led t6 
the place ot execution ; if this mkrt should suddenly 
see his king running towards him wifh his pardori 
in his hand, what a sight would this be ? ihus it 
is with the man sorrowing for sin ; wtilst he is 
weeping his case, and cohfessiitg what a little step 
there is between him and damnation, ill a maze 
he looks upon fchrist, whom he sees with a spear 
in his side, with thorns on his helad, with nails in his 
feet, with a pardon in his hands, offering it to all 
-men, that will but receive it by faith. Oh ! here is 
a sight indeed, able to revive the wickedest mant 
upon earth, dead in sins and trespasses. And novv* 
there is hopes of the birth. We may call this the 
stirrings or God's child, or the first feelings of life^ 
before he is born again. 

The sixth step is, an hungering desire after Christ 
and his merits. O here is a thirst above all thirsts f 
It breeds ardent desires, vehement longings, un- 
utterable groans, mighty gaspings, just like the drjr 
and thirsty ground, that gasps and cleaves, and 
opens for drops of rain. This is that violent affec- 
tion that God puts into the hearts of those who seek 
him in sincerity and truth ; never was Ahab rhore 
sick for a Vineyard, nor Sisera for milk^ nor Sam- 
son for water, than is a truly humbled soul after 
Christ ; ever thirsting and longing, that he may hide 
himself in that blood which his Saviour shed for 
him, I have read of a gracious woman, who la- 
bouring in these pangs, and longing after Christ 
Jesus, cried out, I have borne nine children with as 
great pain as other women, and yet I would with 
all my heart bear them all over again, yea> bear 
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liiem aJl the days of my life, to be assured d my 
part in Christ Jesus. One replying, doth not yout 
heart desire and long after him? Oh (said she) 
1 have an husband and children, and many other 
comforts, I would give them all^ and all the good I 
shall ever see in this worlds or in the world to 
come, to have my poor thirsty soul refreshed with 
that precious blood of my Saviour. So eager and 
earnest is the heart of each man (parched with the 
angry countenance of God) after this blood of his } 
i thirst, I faint^ I languish^ I long, (saith he) for one 
drop of mercy ; my spirit is melted in me into tears 
of blood ; my heart, because of sin, is so shaken 
and shivered ; my soul, because of sorrow, is so 
wasted and parched, that my thirst is insatiable, my 
bowels are hot within me after Christ. Stay : all 
these expressions are far short of those longings ; no 
man knoweth them, save he that receives them, 
save he that is born again. 

The seventh step \s, a telying on Christ t a man 
no sooner considers those invitations of our Lord 
and Saviour : If ant/ man thirsty let him come unto 
me: Oh, every one that thirsteth. Come ye to the 
waters : come unto vie all ye that are weary and 
heavy laden, ^ut (resting himself on these blessed 
promises) he throws himself into the merciful armi 
of his crucified Lord. Come life^ come death, come 
heaven, come hell, come what vvill, here will he 
stick for ever: Who (ssith F2i\ii) shall separate us 
from the love of Christ ? Shall tribulation, or dis^ 
tressy or persecution^ or famine, or nakedness, or' 
peril, or sword ^ No, lam persUaded (not these, nor 
more than these) neither death, nor life, nor dngels, 
.nor principalities, nor powers i nor things present, 
nor things to come, nor heigh th, nor depth, nor any 
other creature shall be able to separate 21s from the 
love of God,, which is in Christ Jesus our Lord, 
Romi viii. 55, 38, 39. Thus it is with the tnan la- 
bouring in this birth : what? (saith he) doth Christ 
fcaH the heavy-laden ? Why, Lord, I am heavy-laderl 
2 P 
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#ith a weight, a mass of 6in ; ami if he may cbmtf 
that is call^. Lord, I come, I fcomfe,' and now 1 
eooie,: with thee will I b^iild my tabernacle, with 
thee will I test for ever^ This affiance, dependeftcey 
leliancey (or whatsoever eke we caK it) upon the 
merits of Chrisf, is the right justifying faith, whither 
if a mao once come, there is but one degree more, 
ftod he is then bonrn agaifi. ' 

The kst and highest step is, nnirersal obedience 
to Christ. No sooner hath he c&st himself npon 
him, but he takes him (not only as^a Saviour to re- 
deem him from the miiseries of sin, bnt) as an hus^- 
hand,^ a lordy a king to serve him, love him, honour 
him, and obey him : now will he take his yoke upon 
him J now wiH be bear hi* cros^s, amd follow him j 
now wifl he waBc m the holy path; now will he 
associate himself to that sect that i^ every where 
Sfxdcea against > dioW wilt he oppose himself against 
all sin whatsoever; now will he shake off his did 
companioQi^ brethren in iniquity; now will he keep 
peace and a good comscience towards God and man? 
fiom will he watch over his secret sins, occasions of 
evil ; now-wiH he direct his words to the glorifying 
of God, and to* give grace to the* hearers ; now will 
he confornot aU his actions to the* sovereignty of 
^aioe ;. n€5W will he delight in the word, tli^ waysy 
flae saints^ the services of God ; will sell all, aB that 
he hathy even alt his sins', to the last filthy rag of his 
bckwced bosom-sin. And norv M things are passed 
avmif^be'hotd alt thmgs are become new, 2 Cor. v. IT- 
His heaaty his eye^ his ear, hi« tongue, his under- 
^smdiaigy his will, bis memory, his conscience, his 
}ovey his hatred, his hope, bis fear, his joy, his sor- 
row ; win you" any mare ? His thoughts, his words, 
las action*, his affections, are all new ; this con- 
veraont is twiversal, this change is a thorough 
change ; now is Christ formed in him, now is he 
traBSOTmied intf© a new creature, he is made new ; 
God the Father accepts him for hfs Son, God the 
Son stana^js upon him the image of his Father, but 
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niore inuncdiAtely God the Hohr Ghost hath thus 
mpuldcd and fashioned him, as 1 have let you see 
iiim, and now he is horn again^ which except a man 
be,-- — ^be (shall not) cannot see the kingdom* of 
God. 

Lo here those steps that raise up man to the state 
ot regeneration^ a sigfet of «in^ sense of misery^ 
sorrow for sin, seeking for comfort, a sight of 
Christ, desire after Oirist, relying on Christ, 
obedience to Christ. One word more before 
wehw^e.done. 

You see how Cod brings ajong the man whoni 
he pBrposetib to jiuike his ; and yet let no truly hum- 
Wed sinner he discouraged it he o^nerve not so 
distinctly the order of these steps, and espe<:ially in 
that degree as we have related j fpr if in substance 
^nd effect they hpive been wrought, if he have them 
in truth, (though perhaps not in this degree) I dare 
pronounce, that he is surely bom again^ It is one 
of our worthies hath said, ** In our humiliations, amd 
" other preparative dispositions, we do not prescribe 
" precisely just such a measure and quantity, we do 
** not determine ppremptorily upon sudi or such a 
"degree and .height, we leave that to the wisdom 
" of our great Master in heaven. But sure we are, 
" a man must have so much, and in that measure, 
" a3 thoroughly to humble him, and then to bring 
" him to his Saviour j be must be weary of all his 
" sins, and of satan's bondage wholly, willing to 
** pluck out his right eye, and cut off his, right 
"hands I mean to part with his bedoved bosom- 
" lusts, to sell 4I], and not to leave ^a much as an 
" hoof behind : he must see bis daiager, and so 
" haste to the city of refiige ; he must be sensible 
" of has spiritual misery, that he may heartily thirst 
" for mercy ^ he must find himself lost that Christ 
" may be all in all unto him ; and after must fol- 
"iow an hatred of all false aiad evil ways for the 
tiine to come, a thorough cl>ange of former cour- 
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^ scs, company, conversation, and setting himself 
*^ in the practice of sobriety, honesty, and holiness.'^ 
And another speaks, *^ That the discovery of the 
** remedy as soon as the misery must needs prevent 
" a great part of the trouble, and make the distinct 
*^ effects on the soul to be with much more.difficulty 
** discerned : nay, the actings of the soul are so 
" quick, and oft so confused, that the distinct 
" orders of these workings may «not be apprehended, 
^' or remembered. And perhaps the joyful appre- 
" hension of mercy may make the sense of misery 
*^ sooner forgotten." The sum is of every soul is 
required thus much : first, a truly penitent sight, 
sense, and hatred of all sin. Secondly, a sincere 
and insatiable thirst after Jesus Christ, and his 
righteousness, both imputed and inherent. Third- 
ly, an unfeigned, and unreeerved resolution of an 
universal new obedience for the time to come. If 
any man hJth had the experience of these affections 
and effects in his own soul, whatsoever the order, or 
whatsoever the measure be, he may go on comfort- 
ably in the holy faith. 

Now then let me advise thee (whosoever thou 
ait that readest) to enter into thine own soul and 
examine thine own state, whether or no thou art 
yet born again ? Search and see, whether as yet 
the spirit of bondage hath wrought its effects in 
thee :. whether thou hast been enlightened, con- 
vinced, and terrified with a sensible' apprehension, 
and particular acknowledgment of thy wretched 
estate ? Search and see. Whether as yet the spirit 
of adoption hath sealed thee for his own ; whether 
(after thy heart being broken, thy spirit bruised, thy 
soill humbled, thy conscience wounded and awaked) 
thou hast had a sight of Christ, and hast thirsted 
after him, and hast followed his ways and com- 
mandments by an universal obedience? If upon 
search thou canst say (without self-deceit) that so 
it is with thee, then mayest thou bless God that 
ever thou wast born > • certainly (I dare say it) thou 
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ftrt born again. But if not, if all I have spoken are 
very mysterious to thee, what shall I say ? If ever 
thou meanest to see the kingdom of Go^, strive, 
endeavour with all thy might to become truly re- 
generate. Thou mayest say perhaps it is not in 
thy powers who can command the spirit of the 
Lord, that bloweth where he listeth ? I answer, it 
is indeed the spirit, and not man, that regenerates 
or sanctifies : but I answer withal, the doctrine of 
the gospel is the ministration of the spirit, and 
wheresoever that is preached (as I preach it now 
to thee) there is the Holy Ghost present, and thither 
he comes to regenerate. If then as yet thou feelest 
not this mighty work of God in thee, and yet fain 
wouldst feel it : I shall lend thee two wings to 
bear thee, two hands to lead thee to the foot of the 
ladder, where if thou ascend these steps aforesaid, I 
dare certainly pronounce of thee, thou art born 
again. 

The first wing is prayer, which first brings thee 
to God's throne, and then to the new birth ; Hos. 
xiv. 2. Take xiith you xvords, and turn to the Lord; 
say unto him, take away all iniquity^ and receive 
us graciously, — and then it follows, / ivill heal their 
backsliding, I ivill love them freely. The soul may 
object, I may say thus, and be no better ; but I 
answer, say it, though you be no better, because 
God bids you say it : say it, and say it again ; it may 
be he will come in when you say it. The soul 
may object again, how can I pray, and have not 
faith ? I answer, put thyself upon prayer, and who« 
knows but blessing and faith may come ; it Is the 
Lord that converts and heals, and saves ; and prayer 
is the means to produce this effect in thee : when 
we are required to pray, to repent and believe, we 
are not to seek strengtn in ourselves, but to search 
into the covenant, and turn the promise into prayer. 
Therefore bow thy knees, and humbly, and heartily, 
frequently, fervently implore the influence of God's 
blessed spirit. -Wouldst thou ask, and continue ast- 
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ing, wGuldst thou cry, and continue crying, thajoi 
could I assure thee of the promise which God hath 
made, and cannot deny, he that c^keth receiveth ^ 
and he that se^keth ^findethy and to him that knocks 
cth (by continuance and perseverance) it shall be 
ope?ied, M^tt. vii, 8. 

The second wing that bears thee to these step^ 
of the new birth, is, constant hearing of the word i 
thou must attend the gates of wisdom^^ and wait or^ 
her posts : thovi must gome to Qod's house^ a^4 
hearkpn to the ministry of the word : and thou dialfc 
jsee at one time or other God will remember thee 
in mercy : it is true, I know not when ; and there^ 
fore I wish thee to miss no day to repair to <3od';? 
house, lest the day of thy neglecf might have been 
the day of thy conversion. Certain it is, no «iai» 
should expect God's blessing withoufhis ordinances, 
jiio eating of bread without ploughing and sowing, no 
recovering of health without eating and drinkmg,^ 
so no blessing, no grace, no regeneration, without 
waliting.upon God in his ways, and in his ordipan;!» 
ces. Now then, as thou desirest heaven or (the 
way to heaven) to be born again, I beseech thge 
make high account of this ordinance of God, In 
preaching of the gospel, light, motion and power 
go out to all, which men resist ; and some are dcr 
stroyed, not because they could not believe^ but 
because they resist, and will not obey, so die, Act^ 
vii, 51. Luke xiii. 34. Ezek. xxj^iii. 11. Hos. xiii. 
9. and yet I wish thee not only to hear it, but after 
thou hast heard it, consider of it, ponder on it; and 
Jay the threats and reproofs, the precepts and pro- 
mises, unto thine own soul i thus if thou hear^t 
and pieditatest, I doubt not but God's . word will 
be a wprd of power to thee, and (together with 
prayer) bring thee towards the new birth, whither 
except a m^n come, he cannot see the kingdom of 
God. ., ^ 

To s^e, is all one as to enjoy : yet a man ijiay 
see that which he doth not enjoy ; but without re- 
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jjefitration there! is ho sight, much less possession of 
the kingdom of God. 

!f by the kingdom of God is meant the kingdom 
of grace, (whereof our Saviour speaketb, (he king- 
dom of God if within you, Luke xvii. 21/) see to 
what a privilege the new man hath attair»ed ; alf 
the graces of God, all the fruits of the spirit are 
BOW paired into him. If you ask, what graces ? 
what fruits ? Paul tells you. Gal. v. 22. JLorey Joy^ 
Peacey Long-suffering, Gentleness, Goodness, Faith, 
Meekness^ Temperance ; or would you have us to 
contract them ? Paul doth it elsewhere. The king- 
dom ef God is, -^-—Righteousness^ Peace, dnd Joy 
in the Holy Ghost ,^ Rom. xiv. 17. 

Fh^t, righteousness. No sooner is a man born 
agMn, but he enters into the holy path, he dtsclines 
aSevilj -and stands at the sword's point with hi^ 
beloved sin ; or if ever any sin (throtjgh the violence 
of temptation) seize on him again, he is presently 
put again into the pangs of tiie new birth, aind so 
renewing his -sorrow, and repairing repentance, he 
becomes more resolute and watchful over all his 
ways. And as he abhors evil, so he cleaves to that 
which i-s good 5 his faith, like the sim, sets all those 
heavenly stars in shining hope, and love, and zeal, 
and humility, and patience ; in a word, universal 
obedience, sind fruitfulness in all good works : not 
one, but all good duties of the first and second table, 
begin to be natural and familiar to him. 

Secondly, no sooner is a man righteous, but he 
is at peace with man, at peace with God, at peace 
with himself. He is at peace with man ; the wolf 
shall dwell zvith the lamb, and the leopard with the^ 
hid, saith the prophet Isaiah, chap. xi. 6. The 
meaning is, that in the kingdom of ChVist, when a 
man is called into the state of grace (howsoever by 
nature he is a wolf, or a leopard, or a lioA, or a bear, 
yet) he shaH then lay aside his cruelty, and live 
peaceably with all men. Hfe is at peace with God, 
he hath humbled himself, and confessed his fault;, 
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arid cried for mei^cy, and cast himself upon Christ > 
so that now God, by his word, hath spoken peace 
to his soul, by the mediation of Christ it is obtained^ 
and by the testimony of the spirit he feels it within, 
him. ^ This is that peace which passeth all under-, 
standing ; it made the angels sing peace upon 
earth ; it makes his soul reply, my peace is in hea- 
ven. .He is at peace w^ith himself, 1 mean his ovyj^ 
conscience ; that which before stirred up the fire, 
that brought him to a sight of sip, and sense of 
divine wrath, that filled him with fearful terrors, re^ 
morse and sorrow^ is now quiet, Solomon calls it 
a continual feast^ Prov. xv. 15, Who are the. at-, 
tendants, but the holy angels ? ^ What is the cheery 
but joy in the Holy Ghost ? Who , is the feast- 
maker, but God himsdlf, and his good spirit dwel- 
ling in him ? Nor i$ this feast without music j 
God's word, and his actions make a blessed har-f 
mony, and he endeavours to continue it by keeping 
peace, and a good conscience towards God and 
man. 

Thirdly, from this peace issueth joy in the Holy 
Ghost : no sooner is a man at peace with man^ 
with God, with himself, but he is filled with joy 
that no man can take from him ; this joy I take ta 
be those blessed stirrings of the heart, when the 
seal of remission of sins is first set unto the soul by 
the spirit of adoption. For thus It is, the soul hav- 
ing newly passed the pangs of the new birthj it is 
presently bathed in the blood of Christ, lulled in the 
bosom of God's mercies, secured by the spirit of 
its inheritance, and so ordinary follows a sea of com- 
fort, a sensible taste of everlasting pleasures. • 

If by the kingdom of God is meant the kingdom 
of glory, see then what a privilege waits on the 
new man ; no sooner shall his breath and body b6 
divorced, but his soul, mounted on the wings of 
angels, shall strait be carried above the starry 
firmament, there to inherit the kingdom of Godj 
^yly called so, for 'tis a kingdom of God's own 
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making, beautifying, and blessing; a kingdoni 
beseeming the glorious residence of the King of 
kings : but here my discourse must give way to 
your meditation* In this fountain of pleasure, let 
the new-born christian bathe his soul ; for his it is, 
and he it is only that shall see it, enjoy it i " except 
a man be born again, no man shall ever see the 
kingdom of God*" 

Thus far of the privileges of the new birth : there 
waits on it faith, and righteousness, and peace, and 
joy in the Holy Ghost ; in a word> the kingdom of 
grace, und the kingdom of glory* 



The Doctrine af Regeneration further 
exj[ilained. 



CHAP. L 

The*0cc(isiQ7i and Method of this Treatise. 

Oome there are, who hearing the new birth to be 
so necessary to salvation, but never feeling in them- 
selves any such change, have desired further helps. 
1 advised them in the former treatise to be frequent 
in prayer, and hearing of the word t but so We have 
done (say they) and yet we feel no conversion. It 
may be so, for not always the doing of them, but 
perseverance in them through Christ obtains the 
blessing. I shall, for their further satisfaction, tgive 
them a more particular method. 

Two things necessary for them that would have 
part in the new birth, are, 1. To get into it. 2. To 
be delivered of it. 

1. The means to get into it, are 1* examination 
of themselves. 2. Confession of their sins. 3. 
Hearty prayer for the softening of their hearts. By 
which are obtained the three first steps j sight of sin, 
sense of divine wrath, sorrow for sin- 
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2. The means to be delivered out, is by appli' 
cation of the promises ; and these produce their 
several effects ; as, a sight of Christ j a desire after 
Christ i a relying on Christ; and obedience to 
Christ. 



CHAP. IL 

The first Means to get into the New Birth. % 

I. A he means to get into the new birth, is, first, 
examination : and the way to examine, is to ' set 
before men that crystal-glass' of the law for their 
light a:ndrule : to this purpose I have here annexed 
a catalogue ; not that I can possibly enumerate all 
sins, but only the kinds ; and if herein 1 come short, 
yet conscience may hereby bring into their thoughts 
those others not mentioned. 

Now then (whosoever thou art that beginnest 
this blessed work) examine thyself by this catalogue, 
but do it warily, and truly ; and where thou findest 
thyself guilty, either note it in this book, or tran- 
scribe it into some paper, th^t so they may be ready 
for thine eye when thou comest to confession. 

II. SINS AGAINST THE FIRST COMMANDMENT. 

In every commandment we must obsert^e both 
the duties required, and sins forbidden, for both 
these are implied in every one of the command- 
ments ; if in the first thou art guilty, thou must an- 
swer negatively j if in the second, thou must answer 
affirmatively. 

Now. then to proceed: 

' Thou shalt have no other Gods but me. 

FOR THE DUTIES REQUIRED. 
Say, first. Hast thou ever took the true God in 
Christ to be thy God ? Secondly, Hast thou abound- 
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cd iq those graces by wliich thou shouldst cleave 
unto God, as in knowledge and love, and fear, and 
joy, and trusting in God ? Thirdly, Hast thou ob- 
served God's niercies, and promises, and works, and 
judgments upon thee, and (by a particular appli- 
cation) took special notice thereof ? Fourthly, Hast 
thou communicated with the godly, and joined 
thyself to God's people, and delighted chiefly in 
them. 

FOR THE SINS FORBIDDEN. . 

Say, first. Hast thou not sometimes been guilty 
of blasphemy, or idolatry, or witchcraft, or atheism ? 
Secondly, hast . thou not been guilty of pride, a sin 
flatly opposing God, and first committed by devils ? 
Thirdly, hast thou not inward reasonings that ther^ 
is no God, or that he seeth not, or knoweth not, or 
that there is no profit in his service ? Fifthly, hast 
thou not trusted in man, or feared man, or loved the 
world, and thereby alienated thy heart from God: 
Sixthly, hast thou not resorted to witches, or in the 
first place to physicians, and not to the living God ? 
Seventhly, hast thou not tempted God, and in the 
matte^rs of God, been either cold, or luke-warm, or 
preposterojjisly zealous? Eighthly, hast thou not 
been careless to perform the inward duties of God's 
worship in sincerity and truth ? If in those thou 
hast transgressed, then hast thou broken this com- 
mandmentl 



>^,^>^s^%^> 



III. SINS AGAINST THE SECOND COMMANDMENT. 

Thou shall not ir^ak^ to thysel^,any Graven 
Image. 

FOR THE DUTIES REQUIRED. 

Say, ;first. Hast thou ever worshipped the true 
God purely according to his yvil] ? Secondjiy, hast 
thou observed all those outward duties of his wor- 

E 2 
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ship, as prayer, an^ vqws, and fasting, and mcdi* 
tation, and rest ? Thirdly,- hast thou* repaired to 
God's house, observed family duties, received the 
preachers of the gospel ? 

FOR THE SINS FORBIDOPN, 
Say, first, hast thou not sometimes walked aftcf 
the imaginations of thy own heart, serving God out 
of costom ? Secondly, hast thou not committed idol- 
worship, conceiving of God in thy mind in the 
likeness of a creature ? Thirdly, hast thou not made . 
an image to fiken God to k, or used airy gesture of 
love and reverence to any such images ? Hast thou 
not been careless to worship God, to cali upon tbic; 
Lord, to receive God's ministers, or to perform aay 
other of the outward duties of God's worship ? If 
in any of these thou hast transgressed tb^^ hast 
thou broken this commandmentt. 



JV. SINS AGAINST THE THIRD COMMANDMENT. 

Thiu shalt not take the Name of the Lord thy 
God in vain. 

FOR THE DUTIES REQUIRED. 

Say, first, Hast thou been a constant learner, 
hearer, and do^r of God's word and will ? Secondly, 
hast thou prayed with perseverance, understand- 
ing, and power of the spirit, without doubting or 
wavering ? Thirdly, hast thou come preparedly to 
the sacrament of the Lord's supper, and being come, 
hast thou discerned the Lord's body ? Fourthly, hast 
thou used all the titles and properties, and works, 
and ordinances of the Lord with knowledge, faith, 
reverence, joy and sincerity, 

FOR THE SINS FORBIDDEN. 

Say," first. Hast thou jiot sometimes, in thy talk 
dishonoured the titles, attributes, religion, word. 
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people of God, or any thing that hath m it the prirft 
of his holiness ? Secondly, hast thou not caused the 
name of religion, or people of God to be ill thought 
of by thy ill course of life ? Thirdly, hast thou not 
yashly, or unpreparedly, or heedlessly, read the 
woixJ, heard sermons, received the sacraments, or 
jierformed any other j^art of the worship of God ? 
Fourthly, hast thou not thought or spoken blas- 
phemously, or contemptuously of God, or of any 
thing whatsoever pertaining to God ? If in any of 
these thou bast transgressed, then hast thou broken 
this commandment. 



V. SINS AGAINST THE FOURTH COMMANDMENT. 

Jiem^mber thou keep Holy the Sabbath Day. 



0^0'^ 



FOR THE DUTIES REQUIRED. 

Say, first. Hast thou (according to the equity of 
jthis commandment,) ever observed the Lord's day, 
and other days and times set apart for God's ser- 
vice ? Siscondly, hast thou always prepared thy 
heart, before thou wentest into the house of the 
Lord, by meditation of God's words and works, by 
examination and reformation of thy ways, by prayer, 
thanksgiving, and holy resolution to carry thyself 
as in God's presence, and to hear and obey what- 
soever thou shouldst learn out of the pure word of 
God ? Hast thou repaired to God's house in due 
time, and stayed the whole time of prayer, reading, 
preaching of the word, singing of psalms, receiving 
ot the sacraments ? Hast thou performed private 
religious offices upon the Lord's day ; . in private 
prayer and thanksgiving, in acknowledging thy 
offences to God, in reconciling thyself to those thou 
hast offended, or with whom thou art at variance ; 
in visiting the sick, comforting the afflicted, contri- 
buting to the necessitjr of the poor, instructing thy 
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children and servants (and the rest of thy family) 
in the fear and nurture of the Lord ? 

FOR THE SINS FORBIDDEN. 
Say, first. Hast thou not sometimes spent the 
Lord's day in idleness, or in worldly business, in 
vanities, or in sin ? Secondly, hast thpu not omitted 
public duties, or coniest in too late, or wentest out 
too spon? Thirdly, hast thou not employed thy cat- 
tle, or servants, or children, or any other, though 
thou wo^kedsi not thyself ? Hast thou not profaned 
the Lord's day by needless works, words, or thought^ 
about thy calling, or about thy recreation ? Hath not 
the strict observance of the duties of that day been 
tedious unto thee, saying in thine heart, when will 
the day be gone? If in any. of these thou hast 
transgressed, then hast thou broken this command- 
ment. 



VI. SINS AGAINST THE FIFTH COMMANDMENT, 
Ilmour thy f'aiher (ind thy Mother. 



^Ov" 



For the duties here required ; they are either in 
the family, common-wealth, or church. 

First, tor the family : Say, if thou art an husband : 
1. Hast thou loved thy wife, and dealt with her ac- 
cording to knowledge, giving honour to her as the 
w^eaker vessel, and as oeing heirs together of the 
grace of life, that your prayers were not hincjered ? 
If thou art a w^ife : 2. Hast thou submitted to thine 
own husband, as unto the Lord in everything ? 3. 
Hast thou put on the ornament of a meek and quiet 
spirit ? If thou art a parent : 4. Hast thou brought 
up thy children in the nurture and admonition of 
the Lord ? 5. Hast thou corrected them, yet not 
provoked them by immoderate correction ? 6. Hast 
thou provided for them in their callings, or outward 
estates ? If thou art a child : 7. Hast thou obeyed 
thy parents, and received correction with submis- 
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sion and reverence ? 8. Hast thou relieved them in 
their wants ? 9. Hast thou observed their instruc- 
tions, and covered their infirmities ? If thou art a 
master : 10. Hast thou entertained God s servants, 
and given unto thy servant that which is just and 
equal ? If thou art a servant : 11. Hast thou been 
obedient to thy master according to the flesh, with 
fear and trembling, in singleness of heart, as unto 
Christ ? Not answering again, nor purloining, but 
shewing all good fidelity. 

Secondly, for the common-wealth ; if thou art 
a magistrate : 12. Hast thou cxefcuted just l^ws ? 

13. Hast thou reformed others abuses, according to 
the power that is in thee ? If thou art a subject : 

14. Hast thou obeyed the higher powers in all just 
commands ? 1 5. Hast thou been subject unto them, 
not only for wrath, but also for conscience sake. 

Thirdly, for the church; if thou art a minister ; 

16. Hast thou taught in season, and out of season ? 

17. Hath thy light shined before men, that they 
might see thy good works ? if thou art an hearer : 

18. Hast thou communicated to them that teach 
thee in all good things ? 19. Hast thou obeyed them, 
and prayed for them, and loved them, and followed 
them, considering the end of their conversation ? 

FOR THE SINS FORBIDDEN. 

And first, for the family : say, if thou art an hus- 
band : 1 . Hast thou not sometimes abused thy wife, 
or injured her in thought, word, or deed ? If thou 
art a wife : 2. Hast thou not been wasteful, or fro- 
ward, or idle ? If thou art a parent : 3. Hast thou 
«ot been careless, especially of thy children's souls ? 
If thou art a child : 4* Hast thou not despised thy 
father's or mother's instructions ? 5. Hast thou not 
mocked them, or shamed them, or grieved them f 
If thou art a master : 6. Hast thou not governed thy 
family negligently ? 7. Hast thou not with-held that 
which is just and equal* in diet, wages, encourage- 
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metit ? If tliou art a servant : Hast thou not been 
idle a=nd slothful? 9. Hast thou not served grudg- 
ingly, and not from the heart ? 

Secondly, for the common-wealth : if thou art 
a magistrate ; 10. Hast thon not heen as a lion, or 
a bear, roaring and raging against the poor people ? 
11. Hast thou not decreed unrighteous decrees? 
respecting the persons of the poor, or honouring the 
pcrsofls of the mighty? If thou art a subject r 12. 
Hast thou not reviled the Gods, or cursed the rulers 
of thy people ? ^ 13. Hast thou not disobeyed the 
higher powers,* or tienied tribute, or custom, or 
honour, or fear, to whom they are due ? 

Thirdly, for the church : if thou art a minister : 
14. !Ha«t thou not been profane in thy life and con- 
•versation? 15. Hast thou not run before thou wast 
sent ? Or being sent, hast thou not been negligent 
in the gJft that is in thee? 16. Hast thou not 
caused God's people to err P 17. Hast thou not com- 
mitted simony, or sought indirectly for the fleece, " 
•not regarding the flock ? 18. Hast thou not strength- 
lened the hands 'of evil doers, in preaching peace to 
wicked men ? 19. Hast thou not given heed to 
fables (or to some unprofitable matter) rather than 
godly edtfyinff which is in faith ? If thou art an 
hearer: 20. Hast thou not resisted the minister, 
and the word preached by him ? Whatsoever thou 
art, husband, or wife, or parent, or child, or master, 
or servant, or majgjistrate, or subject, or minister, or 
hearer, if in any of these thou hast transgressed, then 
hast thou broken this commandment. 

VII. SINS AGAINST THE SIXTH COMMANDMENT. 
Thou shalt do no Murder. 

THE DUTIES REQUIRED. 
Say, first, Hast thou ever desired and studied by 
all lawful means, to preserve thine own person, and 
the person of thy neighbour ? 
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FOlt THE SINS POBBrDDEN^ 

Say, first, hast thou notsometime3 envied others ? 
Secondly, hasf thou not offended others in words, 
by censuring, or reviling*, or rendering evil for evil, 
or railing for raihng? Thirdly^ hast thou not offend- 
ed others in^eeds, plotting against the just, or doing 
evil to $my man ? Fourthly, baat thou riot been 
angry with tby bfother without cause, or continued 
long in anger ? Fifthly, hast thou not rejoiced at 
others fall ? or wished a curse to theur souls ? 
Sixthly, hast thou not done evil to thyself, by inor- 
dinate fretting, or grieving, or drinking, or saying in 
thy passions^ would to God I were deaa ? Seventhly, 
hast thou not been a sower of discorrf, or some way 
or other, an occasion of the discomfort, or of the 
death of thy neighbour ? If in any of these thou hast 
transgressed, thou h«&t then, broken this command- 
naent. 

VIIL SINS AGAINST THE SEVENTH COMMAND- 

. MENT. 

Thou skak naf commit Adultery. 



FOR THE DUTIES REQUIRED. 

Say, hast thou ever kept thystlf pure in soul and 
body, both towards thyself and others. 
FOR THE SINS FORBIDDEN. 

Say, hast thou not sometimes been defiled with 
whoredom, adultery, polygamy, or self-pollution? 
Secondly, bast thou not offended in the occasions of 
uncleaoness,; as in idleness, jjluttony, drunkenness, 
wanton company, or gay attire ? Thirdly, haat thQii - 
not sinned m thy senses, or gestures, or wor^a^? 
Fourthly, hast thou not harboured in thjr heart im- 
pure thoughts, inordinate affections? rifthly, hast 
thou not behaved thyself immodestly, using some 
manner of dalliance sMjd; wantonness? Urn any of 
these thou'hast transsres^d/ then, hast: fhou broken 
this commawdmenfe . 

KO, 1. VOL. I. P 
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IX. SINS AGAINST THE EIGHTH COMft^A^WffilW 

Thou shall not StedL 

FOR THE DUTIES REQUIRED; 

Say, hast thoH by all good means, furthered the 
outward estate of thyself and of thy neighbour^ 

FOR THE SINS FORBIDDEN. 
Say, first,, Hast thou not sometimes got thy living' 
by an unlawful calling? Secondly, hast thou not 
impoverished' thyself by idleness,, or unnecessary 
expences ? Thirdly, hast thou not with-held from 
thyself, or others, that which should have been ex- 
pended ? Foujfthly, hast thou not gotten, or kept 
thy neighbour's goods by falshood or force, and 
made no restitution I Fifthly, hast thou not stolen^ 
by usury, or oppression^ or fraud in buying or sel- 
ling ? Sixthly, hast thou not robbed God of his 
tithes and offerings ? Seventhly, hast thou not some 
way or other impaired thy neighbour's estate ?. If m 
any of these thou hast trangresscd, then hast thow 
broken this commandment. 

X, SINS AGAINST THE NINTH COMMANDMENT. 

Thou shall not bear False Witness. 

FOR THE DUTIES REaUIRED. 

Say, Hast thou ever by all means sought to main- 
tain thy awn and thy neighbour's good name, ac- 
cording to truth and a good conscience ? 

FOR THE SINS FORBIDDEN. 

Say, first. Hast thou not sometimes loved (or 
made) a tye ? Secondly, hast thou not raised a false 
report ? Thirdly, hast thou not censured or judged 
others? Fourthly, hast thau &gt flattered thysdf 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



(*3) 

and others^ saying unto the wicked^ diou ait 
righteous ? Fifthly, hast thou not condemned somef 
without witness, or tforborn to witness for others 
whfti thou knewest the truth ? Sixthly, hast thou 
not been uncharitably suspicious or a despiser of 
thy neighbour ? Seventhly, hast thou not told a lie, 
whether jestingly, or officiously, or perniciously? 
If in any of these thou hast transgressed, then hast 
^ou brc^en >this commandment. 



XL SINS AGAINST THE LAST COMMANDMENT* 
Thou shah not Covets 

FOR THE DUTIES REQJJIRED. 

Say, first. Hast thou ever been truly contented 
with thy own outward condition ? Secondly, hast 
thou' rejoiced at others good^ and loved: thy neigh- 
bour as .thyself :? 

FOR THE SJNS FORBIDDEN. 

Say, firsts Hast thou not sometimes <:onceived 
evil thoughts in thy heart? Secondly^ hast thou not 
been discontented with thy own condition ? Hast 
thou not coveted after something or other that was 
thy neighbour's ? If in any of thf se thou hast trans- 
gressed^ then hast thou broken this commandment* 



CHAP. IIL 

The second M^ns to get into the New Birth. 

After examination, (which may serve thee for one 
day's work or two) the next duty is confession. 
Take a catalogue of those sins which thou hast 
noted, and spread thy catalogue before the Lord ; 
there read thou seriously, and particularly, saying, 

F 2 
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O Lord) I confi^s I have committed thk sto^ and 
die othier sm (as they am before thee in order) of 
ali these sins I am guilty, esptrcialiy of those sin» 
idskerein I delighted^ my darlings^ my bosom-Ans, 
^ke notice of them and confess them again) of all 
these sins I am guilty ; and t)ow, O Lordy standing, 
is it wiere, at the bar of thy tribunal, I arraign my- 
self, and^ accuse myself, and judge myself worthy 
of the utmost of thy wrath and indignation : for one 
sin thou castedst Adam out qf paradise, for one sin 
thou castedst the angels out of heaven, and what 
then shall become of me, that have committed a 
world of sins ?— *(Here {xiuse a wl^ile, and meditate 
on thy unworthiness) O that I should be so foolish, 
so brutish, so mad, to commit thes^ sins, these mani- 
fold sins ! O that by these sbs I should break so 
jK>Jy a Jaw, pfoyokg po gq9<^ find gfeat a majesty ! 
What should I. do, biff rpipp^mbe^ag my.evil ways, 
eved }o^, my^f ifi {|iy own sighi (yea ^i;)hQt myself 
ii\ dust and ashes) for my iniquities ami ^ aboyo^- 
nations ? For conclusion, thou mayest imitate the 
publican, who not daring to Eft up his eyes, smote 
ros Ibcreast : «o . ^da thou, and say wfth him^ Qai be 
Mercijui to nie fi sinner: 



CHAP IV. 

Thfi third Means to^ getinta the New. Birth. 



% 



xVfter confession (whick mory well serve thee for 
another day's work) seek for true sorrpw and mourn- 
ing for thy sins J seek thou must, and never leave 
seeking, 'till thou, feel thy heart m^lt within thee. 
To this purpose read some tracts of deatli, of judg- 
ment, of hell, of Christ's, p^ipn, of tlw joys ot hea-^ 
ven ; last of all (and I take i^ best of all) resolve 
to set every day some tfene apairt to beg it of the 
Lord : axid at the time appomted &U down on thy 
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knees, spread thy catalogue, coniess> accuse, judge, 
condemn thySelr again ; which done, beg of the 
Lord to give thee that soft heart he promised, E^ek. 
xxxvi. 26. A nria; hetvrt mil I give yoUy and a 
new spirit will I put within you, and I will tflke 
Qxvay the stony heart out of your .fiesh, and I will 
give you an heart of Jlesk, Say then to thyself, is 
this the Lofd*s promise? O Loid perform it to my 
heart ; take away my stcKiy heart, and give me an 
heart of flesh, a new heart, a new spirit,.&c.— (Here 
make thine own prayer: be not cweftif of words, 
only let Ae words be the true voice of thy heart.) 
Pray, and call and cry witk vehemency and fervency 
not to be uttered. When thou hast done, if the 
Lord do not yet hear thee, pray a^ain the next day, 
and the Jiext day, yea, put on this resolution, that 
thou wilt never leave praying till the Lord' hear 
thee in mercy^ 'tilt he makelheft to feel thy heart melt 
within -thee, yea, <if it may be) •tiUthou seest thy 
tears trickliftg down thy cheeks, Ijecause . of thy 
efiences. The Lord wijl> ^thap^, hear thee at the 
first time, or 4t the secoftdf tittie, or if he do not, be 
n<k discouraged, God badb his times i God speaketh 
once and twice, and a man perceiveth riot ; happy 
he who relenteth at last; give it not pyjer, persist 
thou, thy gink is)urt, and te^ortMity wilfpr^^ail. 

2, The first Reason for this Sorrow. 

This must be done ; firsts because " without 
pangs no birth : the pangd^ of a penitent man are 
ais the pangs of a wbmati :" Now as there can be 
BO birth without pains of travail going before, so 
neither true repentance without some terrors of the 
law, and straits of conscience. Ye have not received 
the spirit of bondage agmn to fear ^ saith the apostle 
Kb the Romans ; to shew lis they once did receive 
it* When ? but in the very first preparation to con- 
ycrsioii \ then it was that the spirit of God in the 
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law did so bear witness unto them of tfccir bon- 
dage, ^hat it made them to fear. And certainly 
thus it is with every man in his first conversion ; his 
contrition must be yehemdnt, bruising, breakings 
renting the heart, and feeling the throes (as a woman 
J^bounng of dhild) before there can be a ne^ :^irth., 

.3. The second Reason for this Sorrow. 

Again, without eontrition, no Christ; thereforu 
it was that John Baptist (saith Chrysostom) ^* first 
thoroughly frighted the minds, of his hearers with 
jtbe terror of judgment, and expectation of torment, 
and when he had thus tak^n down the stubbornness, 
then lat length he makes mention of Christ/' Cer^- 
tai^Jy, the first thing that draws to Christ, is J;o con- 
sider our mi?er;ablc estate without him ; no man 
will come to Qfarist 4txcept he be hungry ; no man 
will take Christ's y©ke upon him, 'tiH he come to 
know ihp Wicight of Satan's yoke ; to this end there» 
fpre must i^very man be broken with lashes of con^ 
science^ that so despairing of himself he may fly 
unto Chirst* 

4. The fhifd Reason for this Sorrotp, 

Again, without hearty sorrow, no spiritual com» 
fort. We must first be humbled before the Lord, 
and then he will lift us up. God pours not the oil 
pf his mercy save into a broken vessel ; God never 
comforts thoroiighly, save where he finds humiliation 
and repentance fpr sin, ^* The word of God (saith 
" one) hath three degrees of operation in the hearts 
" of his chosen ; first, it falleth to men's ears as the 
^ sound of many waters, a mighty, a great,- and 
^* confused sound, and which commonly bringeth 
** neither terror nor joy, but a wondering and ac- 
•^ knpwledgtnent of a strange force i this is that 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



(41) 

^ wliicli many felt, fiearing Chrisl:, when they were 
^* astonished at his doctrine. The next efFect is the 
** voice of thunder, which brineeth not only wondei^ 
•' but fear also j not only fiUeth the ears with sound^ 
" and the heart with astonishment, but moreover 
** shaketh and terrifieth the conscience. The third 
" efFect is the sound of harping, while the 
*^ word not only ravisheth with admiration, and 
*' striketh the conscience with terror j but also lastly, 
" filleth it with sweet peace and joy. Now albeit 
*^ the two first degrees may be without the last, yet 
** none feel the last, who have not in some degree 
** felt both the first/* He saith true, in some de- 
gree, though commonly the deeper the sense of 
misery, the sweeter is the sense ot tnercy. 



CHAP. V. 

The Meam to be delivered out of the Pangs of the 
New Birth. 

I . xjLnd now if (by God*s blessing) thou feelest 
this sorrow and melting of heart, the next thing 
thou must do, is to seek for the remedy, which 
remedy consists of these ingredients : first,^ a sight 
of Christ. Secondly, a desire after Christ. Thirdly, 
a relying on Christ. Fourthlv, an obedience to 
Christ. Fifthly, a comfort in Christ sought for and 
obtained. Thou wilt say, these ingredients are 
pearls indeed, but how should I obtain them ? i 
answer, by application ot the promise? ; and since 
every ingredient hath its particular promises, I shafl 
let thee see them in order, only do thou apply them 
thyself: some /^lay object, I d^re not look to the 

fromise, I cannot believe ; If I could believe, then 
could expect good from the promise. — I answer, 
tliou shalt never believe upon these terms ; thou 
must not first have fiaith, then go to the promise, 
and from thence receive power to believe. O thea 
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|;o to tlba j^misr, arnl expect ^th from tliiencet 
this is the rule^ ^^ I mu$t not bring £aith to the 
** promise, but to receive faith from it, and there^ 
*^ fore there will I hang> and wait HiU the Lord 
** please to work it,'* 

2. The promises produriTtg u Sight of Christ. 



The first step that brings comfort to thy heavy 
soul> is the sight of Christ : and to procure this sights 
Ihpu hast thfese promises^ 

Matt I 2K Thoa shall tall his name Jesus^ fot 
fie shall save hii people from, thdr sins^. 

John i. 29* Behi>hl the Lamhitf God which taketh 
nway the sins af ihe zoorld. 

John iii. 16. God so loved the world, that he gave 
his only begotten Son, to the end that all that believe 
in him should not perish, but have life everlasting. 

Rom. iik 25. God hath setfo¥th Christ Jesus to 
Sbe a reconciliation throngh faith in Ms blood. 

1 Cor, i, SO. Christ Jesus qf God is made unto us 
wisdom, and righteousness, dnd ianctificationy and 
redemption. 

1 Tim. i. 1 &, This is a true saying, and by nJl 
Jjmen worthy to be received^ that Christ Jesus eame 
into the world to save sinners. 

I John ii. 1,, 2. ^ any sin^ we have an advocate 
v^ith the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous, aM lie 
is the propitiation for our sins^ and not for us only ^ 
but also for the sins qf the whole world. 

All these tell thee, that as thou art a sinner, so 
thau hast a Sayiour^ only do. thou. apply theih,. and 
certainly they will help thee in the ^rstst^p of this 
remedy, tp wit^ the sij^bt. oi Christ 
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8. The promises procuring A Desifc of ter Christ 



>^<y^ 



Thou mayest say, I see Christ, and I see that hia 
person, and death, and blood^shed ard pi^qious aiid 
saving; but how may I niake Jlim ^mine? How 
may Iknow that he is my Saviour? I answer, thou 
must hunger and thirst after him ; this desire is the 
second step : and to provoke thee to this dttty, con- 
sider these promises : 

Isai. Iv. 1. Hoy every one that thirsteth, come^e 
to the waters, and he that hath no money, come if e^ 
buy and eat j yea come, buy wine and milk zvithout 
money, and without price. 

John vii. 37, 38. In the last day, that great day 
^f the feast, Jesus stood and cried, saying, if any 
vian thirsty let him come unto me and drink ; he that 
"believe th on me, as the scripture hath sqid^ Qutqfhis 
belly shall flow rivers (^ living water. 

Rev. xxii. 17. Let him that is a thirst come, and 
whosoever will, let him take the water of life freely. 

These may provoke thee to thirst after Christy 
that sovereign fountain, opened to the house of 
David, and to the inhabitants of Jerusalem for sin, 
and for uncleanness. 

4. The promises procuring a Relying on Christ. 



Yet thoii mayest say, I thirst indeed, but I dare 
not drink ; I de$ire> but I dare not gome near, to 
lay hold on Christ : 1 am a most vile, unworthy 
Wretch^ and my sins are of a scarlet die : true it 
is, for thee to pretend partip Christ, wallowing yet 
in th/ sins ; for thee to believe that Christ is thy 
righteousness, purposing to, go on in any otie known 
shi, were a most cursed, horrible presumption 
indeed ; but were all sin is a burthen, there a nian 
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may be bold. A man may ? Yes, he must j if 
thou groanest under sin, if thou longest aft^r Chri^, 
apply these promises, and -they will force thee to 
lay hold upon the rock, to take Christ for thine own^ 
to throw thy sinful soul upon the bleeding wounds 
of Jesus, and to cast thyself with confidence inta 
the bosom of his love J — >< 

Matt. xii. 28. Come wito me alt ye that labour 
and are heavy laden^ and 1 will give you tesL 

Isai. Iv. I. Hoy every one that thirsteth, come ye 
to the waterSy and he that hath no money y come ye y, 
buy and eat y yea come. Buy wine and milk without 
money y and xvitliout price. And lest thou say, I 
am so far from bringing any thing in my hand, that 
I bring a world ot wickedness in my heart, and 
my sins, I fear, will hinder my acceptation ^ no, 
saith be.-« 

Isai. Iv. 7. Let the xmcked forsake his way y and 
the unrighteous man his thoughtSy [and this is thy 
desire, thy case] and let him return unto the Lordy 
and he will have mercy upon him^ and to our God, 
for he will abundantly pardon^ If all this will not 
do without a more solemn invitation, see how the 
Lord- of heaven sends forth his ambassadors to in- 
treat thee to come in^ — 

2 Cof. V. 20* Noio then we are ambassadors for 
Christy as though God did beseech you by us ; we 
pray you in Christ's stead be ye reconciled unto 
God. Or if he cannot woo thee, lo, he commands 
thee: — 

1 John ill* -23. And this is the commandmeniy 
that we should believe on the name of his Son Jesus 
Christ. Or yet to drive thee to Christ, he not only 
commands^ but threatens :— 

Heb. iii. 18. And to xvhom sware he that they 
should not enter into his rest, but to them that be- 
. lieved ndt, - . / 
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Mow IS it possible, but that vH]; or some of these, 
should bring* in every broken heart to believe, and 
every one that is weary of his sins, to rely upon the 
I-ord of life for everla^ing welfare. 

.5. TJie Pmmises procimng Obedience to CkrisL 

And yet thou mayest say, I have cast myself on 
Christy is this all I must do ?. No, there is yet 
anotfier step ; he is not only, to. be thy Saviour, but 
thy husband ; thou mufft love, him, and serve him, 
and honour him,^ and obey him ; thou must endea- 
voHr not only for pardon of sin, and §alvatioa from 
hell, but for purity, obedience, ability to do or suffer 
anything for Christ. And to provoke thee to this 
duty, consider these texts. 

Jer. xxxi. 33. Tliis shall Ire ike covenant that I 
will make withihe house of Israel : after those days 
saith the Lardy IwUlput my law into their inward 
farts J and write it in their hearts^ and I will be 
their God^ and they shall be rny people. 

Matt. vii. 2L Nat every one that saith Lord^ 
Lord, shall eijter intp^ ($c, kingdom jof heaven^ but 
be thdt dof,h the will gf jthe Father which is in 
heaven. 

Matt xi. 29, Take, my yoke upon you, q,nd learn 
jof me, for I am meek and iotoiy in hearty and ye 
f hall find rest tintq yotir souls. 

Matt. XVI. 24:' If any man loUlfolloxp me^ let hint 
take up his cross andfoHoxp me. . 

2 Cor. v; 15, He died for all^ tJiat they which, 
live, should not he?iceforth live unto themselveSy but 
unto hint which died for them. 

1 John i. 6, 7. If we say- we have fellowships 
tcith him, and zvalk in darkness] we lie and do not 
fbe truth. But if ive walk in the lights as he is 
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iji the lights we have fellowship one zvith another :. 
and the blood of Jesus Christ his Son, cleanseth us 
from all sin. 

1 John ii. 6, 6. He that keepeth his word, in 
him verily is the love of God perfected : hereby 
knozo we that we are in him. He that saith, he 
abideth inhim, ought himself also to ztalk, even as 
he walked. 

1 John Hi. 6, 9. J^hosoeoer abideth in him sin-- 
nethnot.^ — --Whosoever, is born of God, doth not 
commit sin, for his seed remaineth in him, and he 
cannot sin because he is borri of God: 

All . these rnay invite thee to enter into the holy 
path, ^nd tp.fignt under Christ's tanner against the 
world, the flesh, and the devil, linto ihy life's end. 



DIRECTIONS 



10 a Man in the Act o^ 



Cje #eto Mx^/^ 



The Occasion o/ this. Treatise. 

xlithertp I have given the dpetrine of the new 
birth; yet one thing is wanting, to wit, the prac- 
tice of some saint in this One necessary thing: 
and what nian hath writ mof^ oh* this subject, 
than T. Hooker ? Thdrcfore I thought fit, not 
only to contract his books ah this appendix ; btlt 
4k6, to set before 'you those - pathetic expressions 
of his soul-pangs in the new birth, as matter iox 
your imitation. 
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CHAP I. 

The SouVs Preparation. 

JOefore the soul can share in Christ's merits (tq 
speak in the author's language, without any alter- 
ation) two things arc. required. 

1. A preparation to receive Christ. 

2. An ioiplantation of the soul into Christ. 

That there must be a preparation, is the. first 
ground we lay ; and herein observe we, the matter, 
the manner, and the means of this preparation. 

1. For matter : the soul of a sinner must be pre- 
pared for Christ, before he can entertain him. 
When kings go to any place, they send (to make 
readiness) their harbingers before them ; if Christ 
(the King of saints) come into a soul, there must 
be a preparation before he enter : and good reason, 
for he is not a mere man, an ordinary person, but a 
King^ a King of glory. 

2. The manner of this preparation consists in. 
these three passages : first, the soul breaks that 
league which formerly it had with corruptions : 
isecondly, the soul is willing to give way to Christ 
Jesus, and to Jet him overthrow whatsoever shall 
oppose him ; thirdly, the soul is content that God 
should rule all, not only the eye, or hand, or tongue, 
or heart, but the whole man ; it opens all the gates 
and desires Christ to come, and take all the keys of 
tihe house upon him, ' 

3. The m^ans of this preparation is the powerful 
ministry, which God hath appointed for this work ; 
and it is discovered in three particulars : first, in a 
particular application of the truth to the souls of 
men. Secondly, in a confirmation of the truth by 
soundness of argument, and plain evidence of scrip- 
tures. Thirdly, in a kind of spiritual heat in the 
heart and affections of the minister, answerable to 

"'■ 't)iat which he communicates to the people. 
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if any soul that hath enjoyed these means any, 
while, is not yet fitted and prepared, it is a fearful 
sign ; the state of that soul is extremely dangerous^ 
Go home tlien (if there be any such) and plead, 
saying, " Lprd, why am I not yet humbled and 
*^ prepared ? Will exhortations never prevail with 
** me ? Will terrors and reproofs never break my 
"heart into piec^^? I liave heard sermons that 
** would ha^ve shaken the very stones ; the fire of 
" hell hath flashed in my face ; and if any thing can 
*' do me any good, why not these exhortations, ad- 
'* monitions and reproofs ?" The Lord turn the 
heart of such a poor sinner, that he may lay hold on 
mercy in due time. 



CHAP. IL 

The general Circumstances of Preparation on 
Qod's Part. 

1 . In this preparation two things are consicjerable, 
the eeneral circumstances, and the substantial parts^ 

The general circumstances are^ some on God's 
t, some on man's part. 

On God's part they are these. 1. The offer of 
Christ and grace. 2. The condition of this offer. 3. 
The easiness of this condition. 

On man's part, two things are considerable : 1. 
That corruption doth oppose this grace. 2. That 
God will remove this corruption. 

The first general circumstance of the soul's pre^ 
paration, is on God's part ; wherein is the offer of 
Christ Jesus, the condition of this offer, and the 
easiness of this offer. We may have all in this one 
comparison : as with a malefactor convicted of high 
treason, if (after the discovery of all passages) thekin^ 
make a proclamation, that upon die surceasing of 
his entcrprizes, he shall be pardoned ; nay, if the 
king shall send message after message, to tell 
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him, that would he yet lay down his arms, and take 
a pardon, he shall be graciously accepted : if this 
traitor now should rather fling away his pardon 
than his weapons, theti should the king raise an 
anny and overcome him, and take him, and execute 
him without any mercy> I appeal to your own con- 
sciences, is he not justly rewarded ? Why, this is 
the condition of every poor soul under heaven ; we 
are all rebels and traitors ; and yet after all our pride 
and stubbornness, the Lord is pleased to proclaim 
mercy still to every one that will receive it : " AH 
" you that have dishonoured my name, all you that 
" have profaned my sabbaths, and contemned my 
" ordinances, all you Cursed wretches come ; come 
" who will, and take pardon ;" therein is the offer : 
only let them lay aside all their weapons ; therein is 
the conditions, and then have Christ for the taking ; 
therein is the easiness of the condition. 

Blessed God (may every soul say) if I will not do 
this for Christ, I will do nothing: had the Lord 
required a greater matter of me to have attained 
salvation ; had he required thousands of rams, and 
ten thousand rivers of oil ; had he required the first- 
born of my body for the sins of my soul ; one drop 
of mercy at the last gasp would have quit all this^ 
cost: but what goodness is this, that the Lord 
should require nothing of me, but to lay down my 
weapons, and to receiive Christ offered ? 

Lo, the Lord hath this day sent from heaven, and \ 
offered salvation unto you sons of men ; the I^ord 
Jesus is become a suitor to you, and I am Christ's 
spokesman. Shall the Lord and his messengers thus 
woo and intreat ? And will any yet stand out against 
God, and say, " I will none of Christ, I will try 
it out to. the last?" O then, if the great God of 
heaven and earth shall come with ten thousand 
thousand of judgments, and execute them upon 
that.man ? If he shall bring a whple legion of devils, 
and say, " Take him devils, and torment him in 
" heU for ever ; because he would not have mercy 
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** when it was offered, he shall not have mercy.'* If 
God should thus deal with that man,- the Lord 
should be just in so doing; 

II. The general circumstances oF the preparation 
on man's part. 

' The second general circumstance oF the soul'S 
preparation^ is on man's partj and herein is ob- 
servable, 

1 . That (iorruption opposeth grace. 

2. That God will remove this corruption. 

The first is clear, 1 Con ii. 14. The natural man 
receiveth not the things of the spirit of God^ neither 
can he knozv them Give us a man in the state of 
nature, and though all the ministers under heaven 
should preach mercy unto him; though all the 
angels in heaven should exhort and intreat him; 
though all glory and happiness were laid before 
him, and he were wished only to believe and take 
it, and it should be his for ever ; yet in his natural 
condition he could have no power to receive so bles- 
sed an offer ; howsoever, this hinders not but he is 
to wait iipon God in the means. And then 

Secondly, God may remove this corruptiouj which 
he himself cannot do: herein observe we, first, the. 
author, and secondly, the time pf this grace. 

First, the author is God : " I will take away theii" 
stony heart, (saith God) and give them an heart of 
flesh t" the taking away of^ the indisposition of the 
soul to any duty, and the fitting and disposing it to 
perform any spiritual service, is the alone work of* 
God. 

Quiet then thy soul 5 thou mayest say, '* I have 
an hard heart, and it will receive no good, the word 
prevails not, the sacraments hftve no powdr over me ; 
fill the means and cost, and charges that God hath 
bestowed upon me is lost, and my heart is not yet 
humbled, my corruptions are not yet weakefned :" 
but in this be thou comforted, though means cannot 
do it, yet the Lord can do it ; there is nothing diffi- 
cult to him. 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



{ 57 ) 

Be then exhorted^ you that have stonjr hearts, to 
iiave recourse unto this great- God of heaven. You 
wives, that have husbands with stony hearts, and 
you parents that have children with stony hearts, 
tell them, you have heard this day of a physician 
that will cure them> and exhort them to repair unto 
him. _ - . . • 

Secondly, the time of this grace, is either in re,-^ 
gard of the. means, or the men., 

1. In regard of the means j and that is, when 
the sons of men" have the gospel shining in their 
faces; if ever God work upon their , hearts, it will 
be then. 

This should teach us hpw thankful we ought to 
be unto the Lord, that enjoy these liberties m. the 
land of the Jiving. That a man was bom in such 
a time, in such a place, wherein the way of life and 
salvatipn is so fully, so plainly, and so powerfully 
made known, that the sun of the gospel shines full 
in his face, and is not yet set : O how thankful 
should he be ! 

And for those that neglect thfe means of their sal- 
vation, how should we pity them ? Methinks I 
see a poor creature, that slighted mercy and sali- 
vation when it was offered him, lying upon his 
death-bed, light is departing from his eyes, and his 
soul is departing from his body j meithinks | hear 
such a man say at his last gasp, " The day is gone, 
the gate is shut, and now it is too late to enter :^* 
And thus the soul departs from his body, the body 
to the grave, and the soul to hell. Oh ! what bitter 
lamentations will that soul make in hell. ^*'dh ! the 
golden time that I have seen, and not regarded! 
Oh ! the gracious opportunities of salvation that my 
eyes have beheld, and yet I neglected ! Oh ! the 
mercy, and grace> and goodness of God, that have 
been offered unto me ! All these I have contemned, 
and trampled under my feet, and therefore no\v 
must I be tormented with the devil and his angels, 
from everlasting to everlasting." Now the Lord 
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^ive us hearts te take notice of these things f If 1 
were nbW breathing out my last breith^ I would 
lyreathe out this legacy to all surtiving christislnsr 
This is the accepted time; tfhis is the day of saK 
tation. 

2. In i^^gard ef the men, on whom God works ; 
that is to say^ on some in their tender age, on some 
te their ripe ftgfe, on some in their old age. But 
howeverji the Lord doth at several times convert 
Several of his servants, yet most, andi most ttsually, 
before their old age. 

O let this provoke us, that while the flower is 
in prime, we would use all means for our good ; let 
tk now in thcf summer of otir days, improve our- 
selves in goo5 works^ so that when the harvest 
tomes, we may be gathered into God's bam. 
Oh ! would we be exhorted to take the best time 
and opportunity of salvation ; then might we re^ 
ccive the firuas of our labours, the salvation of our 
touls. ' 



CHAP. HL 



; The Substantial Parts cf Preparatim an 
God^s Part. 

JLlttherto of the general circumstances of the soul's 
|ireparing for Christ. The substantial parts of this 
preparation are jgeherally two : the dispensation of 
God's work oA the soul, and the disposition of the 
doul by God's work. 

Tiie dispensation of God's work discovers itself 
in drawing the soul, from sin, to himself. 

But because these two are made up by one action 
and motion, we shall therefore h3|ndle them toge- 
ther: and the^sumis this, that Go^by an holy kind 
vf violence (which is caUed drawing, John vi^ 44.) 
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d^h pUickjthtwnt ^from those stns Ikat'karbpur m 
ft UfUo JtdnSelf:': y^rein tlT'^ A]iay .coosider tm9 
things^ 

K What tfa^^fiAUre of this drasvin^ ia^ 

:2, The moanfi whereby God draw:s. 

First, for the iiature of thi$ dr»wi«f, U is .of a 
trouble kind^ 

U; There is a moral .^wang^ when by .iseasQQS 
f>^cipoiuid^, and good things offered lo the undei^- 
jstanding and will* a istan ccames to have his mind 
^enlightened, and his witi moved : ihus was it with 
JE^aul, when he was coustrained by L^^q to abide 
dn f^er kouse^ Acts xvi. 15. SL There is a ^h}^ical 
-timwing, when the ^ Lord is pleased Xo put a new 
^wer into, the soul of a sinner, and withal to cany 
the will to.the.#bjectproi^unded; when the JLord 
Aotonly offers good things to. the sou^ but enables 
the soul to lay hold upon the thifi|;fi of&ied: and 
■thus the L(»:d draws a dinner finoox sin unto.bimaielf. 

Secondiy; for the means whereby he draws, they 
are these four ^ 

Pirst, $he Loi:d lets in a light into /the soul of 
a poor linner, and discovers unto htm thai he is in 
a wron^ way : this the soul marvels at, because 
^<usually it comes on a, sudden, the sinner perceiving 
fiQtbing less. 

Secondly^ though .a man would defeat the 
power of this light, yet God still follows k with 
.forcible arguments, and draws with the cord of his 
mercy-; I taught Ephr aim .to go, (saith^God) taking 
him by the arms; I drew them :by the cords of 
iov€j and xcHh the bonds of a man^ This love is 
made Ajp of four cords- ' 

1.. The Lord reveals himself to .be ready to re- 
(oeive, :and willing and easy to entertain sinners when 
they come to him : ** Let the x^icked (saith the pro- 
- phet) forsake his way, and the, unrighteous man his 
thoughts, and let him retirni unto the Lord, and he 
will have mercy upon him, and to our God, for he 
wiH abundantly pafdoin :" the word ia the origina 
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4d, He will multiply pardons : Hast thou multiplied 
rebellions f The Lord will also multiply pardon^ : 
the bowels of compassion are still open, and the 
arms of mercy are still spread abroad ; his pardons 
are multiplied ; there is yet nlercy for thee also, and 
4or a thbusand thousand more. 

2. The Lord is not only ready to forgive when 
nacn confte to h'im, but that they may come, he also 
calls '^ndVommands them. ** O but may I, (saith 
'^* a pic^r 'dinner) shall I, dare I go unto the Lord 
i*' God&Y''mercy }■ May I be so bold to press in for 
*^ .fevoiir ^ait the hands of the Lord ? I have been a 
^'^-gfieVous sinner^ and have heaped abomination 
-*.* upon abomination.; I am afraid therefore to ap- 
''^ipfoatb near unto the Lord's presence.'*' Is it so? 
iHear what^ the Lord sait^, come mito me ye rehet- 
'liourpeople^ and'TwUl heal your rebellions.' You 
Ubat neveri^rayed^ never came to hear ^\ ait rebeU, 
^ome untome; and then the* people answer, *^ B^ 
•f ^ihold, wfe t^me unto thee for thoii. aft our God * 
This is great encouragement to a poor sinner ; hfe 
'begins nbw tto Vi^onder, . and say, '^ Lord,. shall all 
'i*/<my silislbe' pirdoned ? Shall all my abominations 
o*'be forgiveb?! I that slighted so* many mercies, 
/*i and. committed so many follies, shall I be enter- 
^^ tained?" '*" Yes (saith the Lord) come unto me, 
aijd'thou shklt be .forgiven, Conie 5 I command 
you come.". M i . - / • = 

•3. The Lbrd doth not only command a poor sin- 
' ner to come/lbut wheh he says, " There is mercy 
with God, but not for me :■' The Lord followeth 
. him still, .and sends another cord after him, that if 
it be possible, he may win him, and woo him to 
receive mercy. If command therefore prevail not, 
be entreats and beseeches him to come and receive 
mercy ; and this (methinks) should move the hardest 
heart under heaven. ** We (saith the apostle) aream- 
bassadors'from Christ, BstW God ^ did beseech you 
by us, we pray you in Christ's stead, be ye reconciled 
unto God ; rather than you should go away frwn 
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Christ, even mercy itself will come and kneel doW|i 
before you, and beseech you, and intreat you, ** for 
^* the Lord Jesus's sake, to pity your poor souls, and 
" receive pardon for your sints ;" A sinAer is not able 
to comprehend this, but he begins to be at a stand : 
" What, that the Lord should beseech him ! Oh ! 
" that thou wouldst receive pardon for thy sins, 
" and be blessed for ever ! Good Lord ! (saith the 
" soul) is this possible, that the great King of hea-, 
" ven should come and beseech such a traitor, such 
" a r^bel as I am, to take pardon ? That a king 
" on earth should proclaim a pardon to some noto- 
" rious traitor, this were much ; but that the king 
^^ of heaven should lay down his. crown, and be- 
.'^ seech him (on his knees as it were) to take mercy ; 
" this is a thing beyond all expectation : What, 
" shall heaven stoop to earth ? Shall majesty stoop 
" to misery ? Shall the great God of heaven and 
" earth, that might, have condemned my soul, and 
" if I had perished and been damned, might have 
f' took glory by my destruction. — Is it possible that 
** this God should not only entertain me when I 
'* come, jjnd /command me to come, but intreat and 
'^ beseech me to come and receive mercy from him ? 
'^ Oh ! th^ depth of the incomprehensible love of 
" God !'.' Imagine you saw God the Father in treat- 
ing you, and God the Son beseeching you, as he 
doth this day, .^f Come now, and forsake your sins, 
" and take mercy, which is prepared for you, and 
" shall be bestowed uppn you :'* Would not this 
make a soul think thus with itself, " What, for a 
" rebel .? Not only to have mercy offered, but to be 
" intreated to receive mercy j it were pity (if I 
*' vvill not take it) but J bhould go to hell, and be 
" damned for ever,*' Th^ Lord he complains, 
" Why will ye die ? As J live, saith the Lord, I de- 
^' sire not the death of a sinner : turn ye, turn ye, 
^' why will ye die ?" ff Mercy is offered ye, the Lord 
^' Jesus reacheth out his hand to you:" Fain would 
lie pluck the drunkard out of thp ^Ic-house, , and the 
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Iidtiitftrer from ftSs wfiore ; Oh! if you break this 
cord, I kno^ not what to say to you j this is able 
to •bireik ino|Mntaijts in pieces, Shakcy O mountains y 
(saith the prophet ;) • ^hy ? Because God hath re-- 
deemed Jacob t the redemption of Jacob was enough 
to break a moontain ; Jet his mercy break our 
hearts; it is jGod Ihat begs, the blessing is our 
own. 

4, If yet all this prevaiil nothing at all, the Lord 
win then wait, and stay in long patience and suf- 
fering, to «ee if at" any time a sinner will turn unto 
him. Our Saviour follows poor sinners from ale- 
Ijouse ^to ale-house, and says, 5M be?eech'you, 
** drunkards, take mercy, and have your sins^ar- 
** doned :'* The Lord (as we, may say) wearieth 
limself with waiting oine-day after another, and one 
week after anoAer : ^^^ It may be (saith Christ) this 
** week, this sabbath, this sermon "a sinner will turn 
'* unto me: what, will it never be ?*' Are you not 

' ashamed (my friends) that the Lord /esus should 
thus wait your leisure, and ^follow you from house to 
house, and from plaoe to places nay, that Christ 
should every morning appear to your understsjind- 
itjg, and every night come to your bedside, saying: 
** Let this be tjie last night of sinning, and the next 
*' day the first day of repentance : Oh ! when will 
** you be humbled? When wilj you receive mercy, 
" that it njay gp well with you, and with yours for 
'* 6ver ?" If hone of the other will move you, yet 
for shame let this cord draw you to the Lord : hear 
his pangs. Oh ! Jerusalem, wilt thou not be made 
clean f Oh ! when will it once be ? A woynan that 

-IS in travail. Oh! how she expects and longs for 
her delivery ! now a throb comes, and then she 
cries : anon com^s a second throb, and then she 
cries again : Oh ! when comes deliverance ? Thus 
God the Father takes on him the person of a tra- 
vailing woman 5 he travails and travails until he 
bring forth a son, until some soul be converted, and 
brought home unto him, Ch Jerusalem, wilt tkot^ 
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not be made clean ? When will it once be ^ "I have 
" waited j one, ten, twenty, thirty, forty years bng 
** have I waited on this generation ; when will it 
" once be ?" The Lord thus travails in patience, 
looking when we will receive mercy : will our 
proud hearts nevqr be humbled ? Will our stubborn 
hearts never be softened ? Will our profane hearts 
never be sanctified ? When will it once be ? Christ 
hath waited this day, this week, this month, this 
quarter, this yearj, these ten, twenty, thirty, forty 
years on us : you old sini^rs,^ that are grey-headei 
in your wickedness, how long hath the JLx>rd waited 
on you ? Oh ! foc/sbarae let him wait no longer, but 
turn, 'turn ye unto hira, that ye may receive mercy 
from him. 

Thirdly, if bonds of lovjB move not, the Lord 
hath iron cords, that will pluck in pieces ; to wit, 
the cords of conscience > which thus disputes, " He 
•* that being often reproved, doth still harden hi« 
** heart, shall perish everlastingly." 

** Blit thou, being often reproved, dost still hard- 
en thy heart : therefore diou shalt perish everlast- 

In the first proposition, conscience gives the 
sinner a monition, to come from sin upon pain of 
the heaviest judgment that can be inflicted. It is 
the Lord that sends the conscience on this errand, 
*^ Go to such a man, and tell him, you have spoken 
*^ against God's saints, and you have broken God's 
" sabbaths, and you have contemned God's ordi- 
" nances :" " Be it known unto thee, (saith the 
** conscience) that I have a command from heaven, 
" and from God y I charge you, as you will answer 
" at the dreadful day of judgment, take heed of 
" those evils that heretofore you have committed, 
-^* lest you damti your souls For ever." Will you 
question this commission ? See Prov, xxix. 1. He 
that being often reproved^ hardeneth his 7ieck, shall 
.suddenly be destroyed: If you are often reproved, 
and will not be bettered, then the Lord says, and 
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conscience from the Lotd tells you, ^* Be if d^ 
•* your own peril, ye shall suddenly be destroyed :*' 
No sopner conscience thus speaks, but the sinnef 
hangs the wing, and withdraws . himself from hi^ 
former lewd courses. But now when witked per-» 
son$ see their companion h gone^ they make, after 
him amain, and then conscience plucks one way, 
and they pluck another way ; at last by carnal com-* 
pany, and cursed persuasions, the soul is drawn 
back again to its former courses, and so perhaps* 
this twist is broken, and the sinner is gone. 
'' 2* If so, conscience, that was a monitor, now 
turns accuser ; before it was only God's herald to 
forewarn him, but it is become a Serjeant to arrest 
him : it follows him to the ale-house, and persues 
hini home ; then takes him in his bed and arrests 
him in his sleep ; there (by a meditation) it haled 
tjie ?oul before the tribunal of Gody saying, " Lo; 
" Lbrd, this is tbe man, this is the drunkard, adul- 
" terer, blasphemer, this is he Lord ; an enemy fd 
" thy servants, an hater of thy truth, adespiscrof 
"thy ordinance : at such a time, in such a place, 
*^ with such a company, this man despised thy tnltb: 
*' this is he, Lofd, this is the man/' And when 
conscience hath thus dragged him before God, and 
accused him^ then^ " Take him jailor, take him, 
/' devil, (saith the Lord) and imprison him ; let vex- 
** ation^ and horror, and trouble, and anguish lie 
'' upon his soul, until he confess his sins, and re- 
" solve to forsake them." 

In this case was David, when he was ifofced t6 
say. My bones waxed old through my (n^^ring titt 
the day long ; for day and night thy^>;hand loas 
heavy npoii me^ my moisture is tiirnei iitto thie 
drought of summer : then (said David) / acknow- 
ledged my sin unto thee, — / confessed my transgres- 
sions unto theey O Lord^ and so thou forgavest tkp 
iniquity of my sin. David folded up his sins at thte 
first, and therefore his bones were ponsumed, and 
he roaj-ed continually ; au€ ' ;hen the Lord bad him 
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bn the rack h^ made him roar again, and \voljld 
bevcr I'eave tormenting, till" David can^c to cpnivs- 
sing ; but wh'en he confessed his sin, th'cn the Lord 
forgfave him the iniquity of it. iTius cibnscicnco 
brmgs the soal of a sinner on the rack, (as traitors 
are tiserf that will liot confess otherwise ) . and' m.^iccs 
him* confess hfs sins, and theii h'c cties, ^^ Oh !' ttie 
*^ alDbmin^tions I have committed whicli the surr 
"never saiv; in s^ich a place, at such a timc;'*| 
Thus conscience receiveis some satisl^action* and 
JSegins t6 be quiet; and now having got some quiet^ 
his cursed companions set ilpoti him again, h^ 
Ustens again; and then he begins to foHow his old, 
sins, perhaps \Vit'h more eagerness tlvin Over, and 
iVow is another twist broken; 

3. If SO], consci(?nccj that was a monlt'or ancrac- 
cusef, turns e?tecutioncr. Tlie first proposition ad- 
monished, the'^econd accui^e:!'; if neither of iJicsc 
prevaiJ, then conscience coricludcsj '^ Thou mitsf to 
^ execution^ thou shall perish everlastingly, Aild 
'*' now conscience crics^ monitions, or Accusations' 
^ could not prevail with this man ; come, }e, dam* 
** ned gho^tS5 and t'dke awrty this drttnkard, this 
•' blasphemer^ this adulterer, and throw him head^ 
*^ long into the pit of helh he would not he amcnd- 
" ed, let him be condemned : \\c would not be 
'•* humbled, therefore let him be damned;'* The 
man hearing thisj is amazed, and ttmiks himself' 
past hope, past help, past cure : did you ever see or 
hear a tormented conscience in these pangs ? He 
cries, " Lo, where devils stand, the heavens frown, 
" God h incensed, hclTs mouth is opvMied :" And 
now a minister is sent for, who displays to this de- 
spairing soul, tlic mercy and grac c of God in Christ 
Jesus: " Oh! (replies he) tliis is my bane,, my dr.m- 
'* nation. If I had never heard of mercy, if I had 
** never lived Under' the go.:pcl, and the means of 
'^ salvation, then had I been an happy man : alas !, 
*' it is mercy I haVe neglected, and it is salvation i 
" have contemnQd, how then ^lould I be saved ? <J 

yo. 2. VOL. 1. I 
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^ ffie perstrasions of the Lord that I have had \ tfi& 
^ Lord hath even wept oyel: me, as he did ovef 
** Jerusalem, Oh I that thoii hadst knozon the things 
•* belonging to thy pea-ce I yet all these persuasions 
" have I contemned,, arid therefore certainly to hell 
^* I must g6/' The minister replies, ti-uth it is> 
you have done ttilisy but wbuld you do so still ? Is it 
good now t^ be drunk, or to blaspheme,^ or to rail, 
on God's' saints, or coAtemn God's ordinances^ 
" O, lao^no, (saith lie) I now find what the end of 
'* these wicked courses will be ; God's word could 
•* not prevail with me,^ the minister could not per-' 
" suade me.. O the good sermons that I have heard, 
*5 but alas ! I despised the wordy and mocked the 
•* minister r Wo, wo unto me for evqr !'^ The mi- 
nister Replies againy the truth is, you have done' 
thus, buf Would you do so now ^ Would you still 
blaspheme, and curse,, and be drunk^ and riotous ; or 
rather would you not now part with these, and take- 
mercy instead of^ them B Then the poor soul cries, 
out, *^ Now the Lord for his mercies* sake remove 
^^ these sins from me : O, I had never so much de- 
^' light in my sins heretofercy as now I have misery 
" for them ; but alas I it is no^ in Efty power to help. 
*^lny soul^ if the Lord would do this, let him da 
^* what he will with it. What ? (saith the minister) 
you are then willing to part with your sins ; " O yes^ 
" (saith the soul) I would rather oflfend all the 
. ^* world than God ; I had rather go to hell than 
•* commit a sin ; if it woald please God to' help me > 
" I would forsake my sins with all my hetirt." Why 
now the poor soul is coming ajjain and God is draw-< 
ing him again from his corr/Uptions.. 

Fourthly< when the soul is thus loosened, the 
Lord then fully pfvicks it by the cord of his spirit ? 
with an Almighty band he cuts the soul off from sin^ 
and takes it inro his own hand, that he may govern 
)him, and dispose of him, according to his own good 
pleasure. Thus much of preparation for the sub- 
stance of it on God's part. 
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^HAP. IV. 

Y'he Substantial Parts of Preparation on 
Mau"^ Pari. 

slN ow are we to observe ilhc disposition of the soul 
on man's part, whiph God works on the heart. It 
is known in two worlds : 1 . Contrition, whereby the 
^oul is cut off from sin. 2. Humiliation, whereby 
*the soul is cut oiF from 'itself. 

For so it is, that either fhe soijrl seefh no need tp 
depart from sin, or else it thinks it can ^help itself 
^ut of sin. The 'first is called security, when the 
6oul seeing no need to be better, desires it not* 
Against this the -Lord sendscontrition, causing men 
thereby to know the misery of sin, and to see need 
of a change : the second is cama! Confidence, when 
a sinner begins to seek «uccQur^ -and *to scramble 
for his own comlfort in his self-sufficiency : against 
this the Lord works humiliation, causing the soul 
hereby to see the weakness and emptiness of its 
duties, and that there is enough in its best services 
to condemn him for ever. Before we speak of the 
works, lit is not amiss to begin with the hindtances* 

The ?fir9t is ^security : when the §qu1 is ;taken up 
with a secure course, and therefore ^never seeth any 
need of a change. Now vAi\\e a man Jives thusi, 
and blesseth himself in his &in, 4t is impossible he 
should receive faith, or by faitH repair unto C^hrist.: 
the Lord therefore to remove this let, burthens tthe 
soul, and says, ^^ you wiU live in .diainfeennesSk, in 
" covetousness ; you will have ^yoip- sin^ then take 
^ your sins, and get ye ^down to -hell with fhem." 
At this voice the sinner begins to see ^here he is : 
" Is this true-? (saith he) jthen I am the most mi- 
serable creature under lieaven ;'* So the soul comes 
to a restless dislike of itsolf, and saith, " I must be 
^ otherwise, or I am a damned man for ever. 

12 
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2. When the sjul seeth his wound and his s|a 
ready to condemn him, it thinks bv duties, or some 
such hkc matters, to succour itself j and it begins 
to say, '' My hearing and my prayer, wiJl not these 
Sc^ve me r'* Thus the soul in conclusion rests on 
duties : I will not say but these duties are all good, 
honourable, and comfortable: ypt they are not Gnd-, 
])\it th^ ordin^mcps of God. It is the nature of a 
sinful )ae4Lrt^ ta majce the meaT)s a« .meritorious to 
SJ^y^-tion : a ixuan tl^at seeth Ijis drunkepness . an4 
iii«> ^asc cootempt of God, yoweth to take up ^ 
new course, and cries, ^* Nq mo^-e driinkepness, bq 
" more scoffifl^ ajt those that go jto hear the word ; 
"*^ J3iD;d then .hie ,tbii>ks what can 1 (Jo naore ? ^q h^a? 
*^ ven I mu«t go/' J^ll this is but a rrvjm^s se)f; 
Chrisi (who i§ the suf^si'aaice of all) js forgottejpf ; 
ap4 therefor,e thp poor soul fasaishet^ yYidi hunger.' 
iViiataisje upt^ I pr,ay you ; thegedwtks mu^t fee i^sed, 
l^yj: fi m;in .musj: i|fif ftay here : pr^yier: saitJij th^re 
i^ no sah aUoji:) in v()q 3 and the saicraiH^nl^ ^od fast-^ 
iog say, there is m -salvirtiop ifi u§ ; .aj} these are 
helps^ no causes of salvatioiD. A maB will wae hi3 
hucjcpt, but he .e:^pects water fropa the wpll ^ these 
me^s ace ti}c Jbijckets, b^t all our }ife ajiii grace is 
ir) Chi:i<t. If you ^ay'your bucket sha)! help yov,^ 
vou may ijtarye, if yop let it not dowQ into the well 
lox water: ^p' though you boast of praying, find 
heqriiig '4]vl fjis^iqg, and of your alitis, if ndr>e of 
thi:;$e brin^ you to Christ, or settle you on Christ, 
ypu shall dij^, tbcxugh your works were as the work^ 
of ixn angel. ' As it is with a graft ttierefore, first it 
must be put off frqpi th>e ckl stock; secondly, it 
must bp pared, and piqde fit for implantation into 
anotlipr : so the soul by contritiop being cut ofTfrom 
$in,thenhui>ii}iatiQi) pares it (pares away all a man's 
privilcgcsl and makes it (it tor ingrafting into Christ. 
T[']ius luuth. of ibe'le^s, pow for the works of con- 
tiition and huaaili?tion. 
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For a further discoy-eiy of these two aecessa^jr 
ihi^gs, we shall enter into particujars, and begtA 
iSrst with cpqtrition \ which contaiiis the$e steps. A 
6ight of fiin. A sense of diriae wrath. And a sor- 
pw for sii). 

The first step is a sight of sin : and sin tBUst be 
^leen clearly and convictingly. 

Firsts clearly, it is not a confiised sig^t of mi that 
iwill serve the turn ; it is not enough to say, iit is ipcf 
infirmity, we are all sipners : no, this is the ground 
why wc mistake our evils, and reform npt our ways. 
A man must search narrowly, and prpve his ways, as 
the goldsmith doth his gold io the fire : / cmsiierei 
2ny %^aijfs^ (sajth David) and turned my feet unto thy 
testimonies ; in the origiijal, / turned my sins topside 
down, he looked all over his ways. And this clear 
sigbX appears in two particulars. 

1. 4^ maq must see his sifi nak:edi^y in its iowa 
fzolours: we must not look om sin through the me- 
diums of profits and pleasures y but the soul of a true 
christiap, that would see sin clearly, must strip it of 
^11 cofitent and quiet that ever the heart received in 
It ^ as the ^dulterer must not look upon sin in re- 
gard o^ th^ sweetness of it, nor the covetous (man 
;on his sin in regard of the profit of it : you that are 
'such, the tim^ will cgme, when you must die, and 
jthen'consid/er vvhat good these sinful courses will do 
you ; how will you judge of sin then, when it shall 
leave a blot on your §puls, and a guilt ott your 
consciences? 

2. A man mu^t look on ^n in the venom of it ; 
and that you ipay do partly^ if you compare it with 
other things, and partly, it you look at it in regard 
of itself. 1. Cornpare' sin with those things that 
are most fearful and hprrible ; as suppose any soul 
here present were to behold the damned in hell, 
Jhen propound this to your heart, what are those 
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pains which the damned' endure ? And your heart 
shall quake at it ^ yet tie l^ast sin that ever 'you 
did commit, is a greater evil (in its owi> nature) tlian 
the greatest pain« of flie damned in hell. 2. Look 
at sin simply as it: is in itself, what is it but a pro- 
fessed x>pposing of God himself? A sinful creature 
joins side with the devil, «nd comes in battle-array 
against the Lord God of hosts. I pray you in cold 
blood consider this, «nd say, *' Good Lord ^ what a 
" sinful wretch am 1 ? i^at a poor damned wretch 
*^ of the earA, should stand in defiance against Crod : 
" that I should submit myself to 4?he devH^ and 
^^ oppose the Lord God of hosts 1*^' 

Secondly, convictingly, that sin may "be so to us, 
'a* it is in itself 5 and that discovers itself in these two 
particulars; • * 

1. When whatsoever sSn is in general, we con- 
fess it the same in our own souls ; k is the cursed 
distemper of- our hearts, how$oever we hold the 
truth in general, yet when we come to our own 
sins', to deny the particulars. The adulterer con- 
•fesseth the danger artd iiltfeiness of tbat «in in gross, 
-but he will not apply it to bimself <: the rule thereof 
is, " Arrest thy soitl, (whosoever ^u art) of those 
" sins particularly whereof thou standest guilty:'' 
To this purpose say, *^ Are pride, and dirunkenness, 
f* and uncleanness, such horrible sins ? Q Lord, it 
'* was my heart t^at was proud and vain ; it was 
" my eye that was wanton, and my heart that was 
'^ unclean ; Lord, here they are :*' Thus bring thy 
heart before God. 

2. When the soul sits down with truth, and seeks 
no shift to oppose it. The minister saith, God 
hates such and such a sinner: ^* And the Lord 
"hates me too, {saith the soul) for I am guilty of 
" that sin." Thus many a time, when a sinner 
comes into the congregation (if the Lord please to 
work' on him) the mind is enlightened, and the 
minister meets with his corruptions, as if he were 
in his bosom, and he answers all his cavils, and takes 
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away all his objections : with that the soul begins^ 
to be in amaze, and saith, "If this be so (as it is 
.'* for ought I know) and if all be true that the mi- 
" nister saith, then the Lord be merciful unto my 
" soul, 1 am the most miserable sinner that ever 
^' was bom !" 

You that know not your sins, that you may see 
them convictingly, get you home to the law, and 
look into the glass thereof, and then enuriierate 
all your sins in order thus. " So many sins against 
"God himself in the first commandment, against 
" his worship in the second, against his name in 
" the third, against his sabbath in the fourth : nay, 
** all our thoughts, words and actions, all of them 
** have been sins> able to sink our souls into the 
" bottom of hell.'^ And secondly, that you may 
see them clearly, consider their effect, both ir> their 
doom, and in the execution : only to instance in 
their doom > mcthinks I see the Lord of heaven and 
earth, and the attributes of God appearing before 
him, " The mercy of God, the goodness of God, 
*' the wisdom of God, the power of God, the pa- 
" tience and long-suffering of God,*' and they all 
Come to a sinner, and say, mercy hath relieved you, 
goodness hath secured you, wisdom hath instructed 
you, power hath defended you, patience hath borne 
with you, long-suffering hath endured you : now 
all these bid you adieu, " Farewell, damned souls ; 
" you must go hence to hell, to have your fellow- 
" ship with damned ghosts : mercy shall never 
" more relieve you, goodness shall never more suc- 
" cour you, wisdom shall never more instruct you, 
" power shall never more defend you, patience shall 
" never more endure you :** And then shall you 
to- endless, caseless and remediless torments, where 
you will ever remember your sins, and say, " My 
" covetousness and pride was the cause of this, I 
" may thank my sins for this." Think of these 
things (I beseech you) seriously, and see your sin^ 
kere, to prevent this sight hereafter. 
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'Hie sinner by this tittie havitig his eyes so far 
opened, that he beholdst his sins ; begins to consider 
that God hath him in chase ; and this sense of divine 
wrath discovers itself in these two particulars : . 

1 • It works a fear of some evil fo come. 

2. It possesseth the soiil with a feeling of this eviL 

First, the soul considers, that the putiishment 
which God hath threatened, shall be executed oa 
him sooner or later i he cries therefore, " What if 
•* God should damn me ? God may do it : and 
" what if God should execute his vengeance upoa 
^ me ?'* Thus the soul fears, that the evil disco- 
vered w;ill fall upon him. It is with a soul in this 
fear, as it was with Belshazzar, when he com- 
manded the cups to be brought out of the house 
of the Lord ; An hand writing came against him on 
the wally and when he saw ity his thoughts troubled 
hi?7iy and his knees knocked oiie against another; so it 
is with this fear ; he that runs riot in the way of wick- 
edness, there comes this fear and hand writing 
against him, and then he cries, *' These are my 
** sins, and these are the ^plagues and judgments 
•* threatened against them^ and therefore why may 
** not I be damned ; why may not I be plagued ?'' . 

Secondly, the Lord pursues the soul, and dis- 
charges that evil upon him which was formerly 
feared ; and now his conscience is all on a flame^ 
and he saith to himself, Oh ! I have sinned, and 
offended a just God, and therefore I must be dam- 
ned, and to heH I mustgo: now the soul shakes^ 
and is driven beyond itself, and would utterly faint, 
hut that the Lord upholds it with one liafnd,, as he 
beats it down with the other j he thinks every thing 
is against him, he thinks the fire burns to consuriio 
him, and that the air will poison him : and that 
hell's mouth gapes under him, and that 'God's \Vrath 
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liangs over liim, and if now the Lord should but 
take away his h'fe, that he should tumble headlong 
into the bottomless hell : should any man,, or minis- 
ter, persuade the soul in this case to go to heaven 
for mercy, it replies in this manner : *^ Shall I repair 
to God ? Oh !• that's my trouble ! is not he that 
great God, whose justice, and mercy, and patience 
1 have abused ? And is not he the great God of 
heaven and earth, that hath been incensed against 
me ? Oh ! with what a fa9e can I appear before 
him ? And with what heart can I look for any mer- 
cy from him ? I have wronged his justice, and can 
his justice pardon me? I have abused his mercy, 
and can his mercy pity me? What, such a wretch 
as I am ^ If I had never enjoyed the means of mer- 
cy, I might had some plea for myself; but Oh ! I 
have refused that mercy, and have> trampled the 
blood of Christ under my feet, and can I look for 
any mercy? No, no, I see the wrath of the Lord 
incensed against me, and that's all I look for." 

4. Sorroiv for Sin. 

The next step is, sorrow for sin ; concerning 
which, are two questions: 1. Whether it be a 
work of saving grace ? 2. Whether God work it 
in alJ alike ? 

To the first, [ answer, there is a double sorrow ; 
one in preparation, the other in sanctification : they 
differ thus : sorrow in preparation, is when the word 
of God leaves an impression upon the heart of a 
man, so that the heart only bears the blow of the 
spirit } and hence comes all those phrases of scrip- 
ture, as wounded, pierced, pricked : so that this 
sorrorw is rather a sorrow wrought on me, than any 
work coming from any spiritual ability in me : but 
sorrow in sanctification flows from a spiritual prin- 
ciple of grace \ and from that power which the 
heart hath formerly received from God's spirit ; so 
that in this a man is free a worker. 
' 2 ■ -K 
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. . !Xo \ht second, I ans^ver : howsoever this work 

IS th^ same in all for substance, yet in a diSereht 

f mannec is it wrought in most : two men are prick- 

• <d, the. one with a pin, the other with a spear : so 
the Lord deals gently with one soul, and roughly 

,.\irith another^. Inhere is the melting of a thing, aad- 
the hr0aking of it with hammers ; so' there is a- 
..differance in persons. For instance, if the person 
.,be a scandalous liver, and an opposer of God and 
^ his grace ;. if .^ man have continued long in sin ; if 
, a man have bpen confident in a formal, civil course j 
^ Of, if God proposes by some men to do some ex- 

* traordinary work; in these four cases he lays an 
. heavy blow on the heart ; . the Lord will bruise 

theni, and rend the caul of their hearts, and make- 
. them seek to a faithful minister for direction, and 
to a poor christian for coui>sel, whom before they 
demised. ^ But if the soul be trained up, among 
godly parents, the Lord may reform this man, and 
cut him off from his corruptions kindly. But give 
me a christian that God doth please to work upon 
in this extraordinary manner, and to break* his heart 
- soundly, and to throw him down to purpose, though 
.it cost him full dear; this man walks ordinarily^ 
with care and conscience, hath more comfort him- 
self, and gives more glory unto God. 

Is it so, that the soul of a man is thus pierced 
to the quick, and run through by the wrath of the 
iVtoighty? Then let this teach all how to carry 
J, tt^ems^ves towards such as God hath thus dealt 
. with. . Are.they pierced men ? O pity them I O let 
, the. bowels . of compassion be let out toward them I. 
L^t us never cease to do good to them, to the 
. uttermost pf our powers ! O pray, and pity these 
...^ounds'and vexations of the spirit, whicK no man 
finds. nor feels, but he that hath been thus wx)und- 
. cd. It is. tp^ be feared that soul is wholly de- 
Voted to destruction, that bath a disdain against 
poor wounded . creatures. . Is it possible: there 
ibould Jiarbouf such a spirit in' any man? If th^ 
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fd^yil himself were incarnate, I cannot . conceive 
what he could do worse, 

2. If ever thou wouldest be comforted, and re- 
,ceive mercy from God ^ never be auiet 'till thou 
dost brin^ thy heart to a right pitch oi sorrow : thou 
hast' a Jittle slight sprrow; but oh! labour to 
have thy heart truly touched^ that at last it may 
break in regard of thy .many distempers; remefhr 
ber, the longer seed-time, the greater harvest ; 
** Blessed ar^ they that mourn^ for they shall Ixe 
jcpin(orted-" ' U^lL v- 4. ' 

5. The Extent of tki$ borrow. 

• 
fjitherto of contrition ; the next work is hu- 
pjiiliation^ which differs from the other, Aot in' sub- 
stance^ but circumstance : for humiliation is only 
the extent of sorrow for sin, of which we have spo- 
ken; and contains these two duties; 1.. Suli- 
xnission^ 2. Cpntentedness to be at the Lord's di&- 
posal. 

The first part of hijin;>iHalion, i$ submission, whick 
^s wrought -thus: the sinner now 'having had a 
sight of his sins^ ah4 a sorrow in some measiire, 
jie seeks i^r and wide, imprpyes all means, and 
takes up all. duties, that (if it were possible) he 
might heal hi^ wountded soul : thus seeking^ but 
• finding no succour in what he hath, or dbth^ he T$ 
forced at la$t to make trial of the Lord ; it \$ f fue^ 
for the present he apprehends God to bjs j.ust, i^nd 
to be inc^ensed against him : yet because Ji/^ sees he 
cannot he worse than he is, and rii^ none pan help 
him but God; therefore he falls at the footstool of 
mercy, and submits himself to the Lord, tpdo wijtl^ 
liim as it scjenieth good in his eyesj. 

He saith, "This I know, all the means in the 
world cannot save me; yet who can tell but the 
jLord ma^ h^ve mercy on me, and <:ure tjiis djstrei- 
•* * "^ ' *■ •' k 3 ' * ^' ^ ' ''" 
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sed conscience, and heal all these wounds that sin 
hath made in my soul ?". . , 

Or for a further light, this subjection discovers 
itself in four particulars : 

First, he sceth and confesseth that the Lord may,v 
and ( for ought he knows) will proceed in justice 
against him, and execute upon him those plagues 
that God hath threatened, and his sins have de- 
served. . 

Secondly, he conceives, that what God will do, 
he cannot avoid it; if the Lord will come, and re- 
quires the glory of his justice against him, there is 
no way to avoid it, nor to bear it. And this crusheth 
the heart, and makes the soul to be beyond all 
evasion, whereby it may seem to avoid the dint of 
the Lord's blow. 

Thirdly, he casts away his weapons, and falls 
down before the Lord, and resigns himself to the 
sovereign power of God. Thus David, when the 
Lord cast him. out of his kingdom, said to Zadock, 
" Carry back the ark of God into the city, if I shall 
" find favour in the eyes of the Lord, he will bring 
/* me back again, and shew me both it, and his ha- 
" bitation: but if he thus say to me, I have no de- 
" light in thee ; behold here I am, let him do with 
*^ me as seemeth good in his eyes." 

Fourthly, the soul freely acknowledgeth, that it 
is in God's power to dispose of him as he will; 
and, therefore he lies and licks the dust, and cries, 
'mercy, mercy. Lord ! he thinks not to purchase 
.mercy at the Lord's hands, but only saith, " It. is 
in God's good pleasure to do with him as he will, 
only he looks for favour and cries, mercy, Lord, 
mercy to this poor distressed soul of mine !" O, 
(replies the Lord) dost thou need mercy ? Cannot 
thy hearing, and praying, and fasting, carry thee to 
heaven? Gird up now thy ' loins, and make thy 
ferventest prayers, and, let them meet my justice, 
and see if they can bear my wrath, or purchase 
mercy. " No, no (saith the sinner,) I know it by 
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famen table experience, that all my prayers and per* 
formances will never procure peace to my soul, nor 
give satisfaction to thy justice j I only pray for mer- 
cy, and I desire only to hear some news of mercy, 
to relieve this miserable soul of mine ; it it only 
mercy that must help me. O mercy (if it be pos- 
sible) to this poor soul of mine !" 

The second part 6f humiliation is contentedness 
to be at the Lord's (]is])Osal ; and this point is of 
an higher pitch than the former. This contented- 
ness discovers itself in these three particulars : 

First, the soul reflects on God's mercy, which 
though he begged when he submitted, yet now he 
seeth so much corruption in himself that he ac- 
knowledgeth himself unfit for mercy: O mercy, 
mercy, Lord ! What ? (saith the Lord) capnot your 
own duties purchase mercy ? " O no, (saith the 
soul) it is only mercy that must relieve and succour 
me ; but such is my vileness, that I am not fit for 
the least mercy ; and such is the wickedness of this 
wretched heart of mine, that whatsoever are the 
greatest plagues, I am worthy of them all, though 
never so insupportable : all the judgments that God 
hath threatened, and prepared for the devil and his 
angels, they are all due to my wretched soul. Had 
the devils had such hopes, and such offers of mercy, 
they woiild, (for ought I know! have given enter- 
tainment to it? And what, do I seek for mercy? ' 
The least of God's mercies are too good for ire, 
and the heaviness of God's plagues are too little 
forme? 1 only for one sin deserve eternal damna- 
tion, for the wages of all sin is death, being com- 
mitted against divine justice, and against an infinite 
majesty ; and then what do all my sins deserve, 
committed and continued in, against all checks of 
conscience and correction, and the light of God's 
word? Hell is too good, and ten thousand hells 
too little to torment such a wretch as I am. What, 
1 mercy ? I am ashamed to expect it : with what 
heart can I beg this mercy, which I have troddea 
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-under my feet ? The Lord hath often wooed ipc,: 
and when his wounds were bleeding, his side 
gored, and his cries, coming into mine ears, ray 
God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me? Then^ 
even then this Christ have I slighted, and made 
nothing of his blood ; and can this blood pf Christ 
llo me any service ? Indeed I crave grace, but how, 
do I think to receive any : It is more than I can 
pxpect, I am not worthy of any -, oh ! no, I am only 
worthy tp be cast out for ever. 

$ecQndly, the soul reflcpts on justice, and ww^ 
it acknowledgeth the equity of God's dpajings, be 
they never so harsh j he confesseth that he i§ ai 
clay in the hands pf^hf potter, and the Lord 
paay d.ea| with him -^ h^ will ? Yea, the spul i% 
driven to an amazement at the Lord's patience, 
and that he hath been pleased to reprieve liim sp, 
long, that God hath not cast him out of his pre- 
sence, and sent him down to hell long ago. Hence 
it is that the souj will not maintain any kind of mur- 
^ muring, or heart-rising against the Lord's dealings } 
or if nstture will be striving sometimes, and say, 
" Why are not my prayprs answered ? I see such a 
soul comforted, and why not I as well as he ! Theq 
the soul stifles, and crusbeth, and choakes these 
wretched distempers, and doth also abate itself be- 
fore the Lx)rd, saying, *^ What if God will not hear 
my prayers ; What if God will npt pacify piy con? 
science, doth the Lord do me any wrpng j vile hellt 
bound that I am, I have my sin and nay shame j 
wrath is my potion, and hell is ray place, thither 
may I go when I will ^ it is mercy that God thus 
deals with me." And now the sou} clears God iq 
his justice, and saith, " It is just ^ith God that alj 
the prayers which come from this fihhy heart of 
mine, should he abhorred, and that all my labours 
in holy duties should never be b|es5ed 5 it is I that 
have sinned against checks of conscienpe, against 
knowledge, against heaven, and therefore it is jusi 
that 1 shpul^ carry this borrof of heart with pie ^ft 
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the grave ; it is 1 that have abused mercy; atid there- 
fore it is just that I should go with a tormenting 
conscience down into hell : and O !' that (if I be in 
hell) I might have a spirit to justify thy name there i 
'^ ftnd say, '* Now I am come down to hell amongst 
you damned creatures, but the Lord is righteous in 
all his doings, and I am justly condemned." 

Thirdly, hence the soul comes to be quite under 
the heavy hand of God in that helpless condition i 
it takes the blow, and lies under the burthen, and 
goes away quietly and patiently: O this is an heart 
vrorth gold ! " O (saith he) it is fit that God should 
glorify himself, though I be damned for ever: what- 
soever I have, it is the reward of my own works, 
and the end of my own ways : If I be damned, I 
may thank my pride, and my stubbornness, and my 
peevishness of spirit: what, shall I repine against 
the Lord, because his wrath and his displeasure lie^ 
heavy upon me ? Oh no ! let me repine against my 
sin, the cause of all ; let me grudge against my base 
heart, thi^t hath nourished these adders in my bosom, 
but let me not speak one wotd against him." Thus 
you see what is the behaviour of the soul in this 
contentedness to be at Lord*s disposal. 

But some may object, ought the soul to be thus 
content to be lert in this damnable condition ? 

I answer, this contentedness implies two things 3 
first, a carnal security, and this is a cursed sin. 
Secondly, "^a calmness of soul, not murmuring 
against the Lord's dispensation towards him : and 
this contentedness (opposed against quarrelling with 
the Almighty) every humbled soul doth attain to, 
although m every one it is not so plainly seen. A 
thief taken for robbery, on whom the sentence of 

' death hath passed, should not neglect the means to 
get a pardon : and yet if he cannot procure it, he 
must riot murmur against the judge for condemning 
him to death : so ^^e should not be careless in using 

" ail mfeansfor cur good ; but still seek to <jod for 
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mercy : yet we ought to be contented with what- 
soever mercy shall deny, because we are not worthy 
of any favour. The soul in a depth of humiliation, 
first stoops to the condition that the Lord will ap- 
point; he dares not fly away from God, nor re- 
pine against the Lord, but lies down meekly, 2. 
As he is content with the hardest measure, so he 
is content with the longest time, saying, "Although 
the Lord hides his face, and turn away his loving 
countenance from me, yet 1 will look towards hea- 
ven, so long as I have an eye to see, and an hand to 
lift up : the Lord may take his own time ;" nay, 
the poor broken heart resolves thus, "If I lie and 
lick the dust all my days, and cry for mercy all my ^ 
life long, if my last words might be mdrcy, mercy, \ 
it were well." Thirdly, as he is content to stay the 
longest time, so he is content with the least pittance 
of mercy : " Let my condition be never so hard 
(saith the soul) do Lord what thou w ilt with me, 
let the fire of .thy wrath consume me here, only re- 
cover me hereafter ; if I find mercy at the last I 
am content, and whatsoever thou givest I bless thy 
name for it ;" He quarrels not saying. Why are 
not my graces encreased ? And why am I not thus 
and thus comforted ?" No, he looks for mercy, and 
if he have but a crumb of mercy, he is comforted 
and quieted for ever. 

Hence we collect, 1. That they which have the 
greatest part and gifts, and honour, are .(for the 
most part) hardly brought home to Christ; they 
that are most hardly humbled, are most hardly con- 
verted: what is humiliation, but the emptying of 
the soul from whatsoever makes it swell? The 
heart must not joy in any thing, npr rest upon any- 
thing, but only yield to the Lord, to be at his dis- 
posing. Now these parts and abilities, and means 
arc great props for the heart of a carnal man to 
rest upon ; whence the apostle, Not viany zvisemefi 
after the jiesh^ not many mighty ^not many noble arc 
called s indeed (blessed be God) some are, but hbt 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



(81 ) 

many : few, that have so much of themselves, arc 
brought to renounce themselves. 

2. That an humble heart makes all a man's like 
quiet, and marvellously sweeteneth whatsoever 
estate he is in ; indeed sometimes he may be tossea 
and troubled, yet he is not distracted, because he is 
contented ; as it is with a ship on the sea, when the 
billows begin to roar, and the waves are violent, if 
the anchor be fastened deep, it stays the ship ; so 
this work of humiliation is the anchor of the soul,* 
and the deeper it is fastened, the more quiet is the 
heart. When Job, in time of his extremity gave 
way to his proud heart, he quarrelled with the Al- 
mighty, his friends, and all ; but when the Lord had 
humbled him, then, behold I am vile ; once have I. 
spoken^ yea hvicej but noxv no more. And this hu- 
miliation quiets a man both in the fiercest tempta- 
tions, and in the heaviest oppoistions. 

1. In the fiercest temptations ; when satan begins 
to besiege the heart of a poor sinner, and lays, a 
battery against him, see how the humbled heart 
runs him out of breath at his own weapons : dost 
thou think (says satan) to get mercy from the Lord; 
God will not respect the prayers of such vile sin- 
ners. " True, (saith the poor soul) I have 6ften de- 
nied the Lord when he called upon me, and there- 
fore he may justly deny me all the prayers I make ; 
yet thus he hath commanded, that seek to him for 
mercy I must, and if the Lord will cast me away, 
and reject my prayers I am contented therewith : 
what then, Satan ?" What then, saith the devil ? 
I thought this would have made the to despair ? 
But this is not all, for God will give thee over, and 
leave thee to thyself, to thy lusts and corruptions, 
and thy latter-end shall be worse than thy oegin- 
riing. To this answers the humbled soul, ** If the ^ 
Lord will give me up to my base lusts, which I 
have given myself so much liberty in, and if the 
Lord will leave me to my sins, because I have left 
his gracious commands ; and if I shall fall one day,' 
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9Dd be disgraced and dishonoared> yet let tbc Lonf 
be honoured, and let not God bse the praise or his 
power and justice, and I am contented therewith ^ 
What then, satan V* What then^ saith the devil ?. 
I sure thought now thou would$t have despaired j^ 
hut this is not all„ for when God hath left thee to 
thy sins> then will he break out in vengeance against, 
tfjee, and make thee an example of his heavy ven- 
geance to aH ages s and therefore it is best for thee 
to prevent this timely judgment by some untimely 
death. To this replies the soul, " Whatsoever God 
can or will do, I know not, yet so great are my , 
sins, that he cannot, or (at least) will not do so 
much affainst me as I have justly deserved : come 
what will coipe, 1 am contented still to be at the 
Lord's disposal : what then, satan f '* And thus he 
runs satan out of breath. 

So in all temptations of satan, lie low, and be 
contented to be at God^s disposing, and all these- 
fiery temptations shall not be able to hurt you. 

2. In the heaviest oppositions: when satan is 
gone, then comes troubles and oppositions of the 
world, in all which humiliation will quiet the souL 
Cast disgrace upon the humble heart, and he cures 
it thus : he thinks worse of himself than any man 
else can do, and if they would make him vile -and 
loathsome, he is more vile in his own eyes than they^ 
<an make him ; O that I could bring your hearts to 
be in love with this blessed grace of God ! 

Is there any soul here that hath been vexed vvitk 
the temptations of satan, oppositions of men, or 
with his own distempers ? And would he now arm 
himself that nothing should disquiet him, but in* 
all, to be above all, and to rejoice in .all ? Oh ! be 
h\imbled, and then be above all the devils in hell : 
certainly they shall not so disquiet you, as to cause, 
you to be tnisled, or uncomforted, if you would but- 
be humbled. 

What rem;ains then ? Be exhorted (as you desire 
ciercy and favour at God's hands) to this humi- 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



(86) 

liiation. And for motives, consider the good rtiings 
that God hath promised, and which he wilt bestow 
upon all that are truly humbled : I shall reduce all 
to these three. 

First, by humiliation we are made capable of all 
those treasures of wisdom, grace, and mercy that 
are in Christ. 

Seooadly, humiliation gives a man the comfort of 
ill that is good in Christ. To be truly humbled; 
is the next way to be truly comforted ; The Lord 
will look to him that hath an humble contrite hearty 
ufid tr^embles at his ward. ' The Lord will give him 
such a gracious look, as shall make his heart dance 
in his breast. Thou poor bumble soul, the Lord 
will give thee a glimpse of his favour, when thou 
art tired in thy trouble ; when thou looke&t tip t9 
heaven, the Lord will look dovm upon thee, and 
will refresh thee with mercy: Oh J be humbled 
then tytry one of you, and the Lord Jesus, . vvlui 
cofnes with healing und^r his wings, will comfort 
you, and you shall see th^ salvation of ouf God. 

Thirdly, humiliation ushers glory : Whosoever 
kumbles bimseif as a tittle child^ shall be greatest in 
the kingdom of heaven-^ he shall be in the highest 
degree efface here, and of glory hereafter : for as 
thy humiliation, so shall be thy faith and sanctifica- 
tion, and obedience, and glory. 

Now the Lord make me, ai^ thee, and aJl of us 
humble, that we may. have this mercy. Who would 
not fevc the Lord Jesus to dwell witb !him ? Who 
woujd not have the Lord Christ, by the glory of 
tii^ grace, to honour and refresh him ? Methinks 
your hearts should yearn for it, and say, O Lord, 
break my heart, and humble me^ that mercy may be 
my portion for ever : then might you say with com-r 
fort on your death-beds, ** Though J go away^ and 
leave wife and children behind me, poor and mean, 
in the world, yet I leave Christ with them :** 
When you are gone, this will be better for theha, 
than all the gold or honours* in the world. What 

L 2 
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can I say ? Since the Lord offers so kindly; now kiss 
the Son, be humble, yield to all God's commands, 
take home all truths, and be at God's disposing ; 
let all the evil that is threatened, and all the good 
that is offered prevail with your hearts 5 or if means 
cannot, yet the Lord prevail with you ; the Lor4 
empty you, that Christ may fill you ; the Lord hum-: 
ble you, that you may enjoy happiness and peace^ 
and be lifted up to the highest glory, there to reigfi 
for ever and ever. , 

CHAP. V. 

The Call on God's Part, for the Soul to close tciih, 
and to rely on Christ. 

Jtxitherto. of our first General, the preparation of' 
the soul for Christ : the next i$, the implantation of 
the soul into Christ : and that hath two parts, 1. 
The putting of the soul into Christ. 2. The growing 
of the soiil with Christ. 

As a graft IS first put into the stock, and then it 
grows together with, the stock : thgse two things 
are answerable in the.soi^I,; and when it is brpugnt 
to, this, thep a sinner comes to be partaker of all 
spiritual benefits. . 

The first partis, the putting in of the soul : when 
the soul i? brpught outof the world of sin, to lie 
upon, and to clpse yvith the Lord Jesus Christ: and: 
this hath two particular passages : the call on God's 
part ; and the answe.r on man's part. 

The call on God's part i?5 this, when the Lord by 
the call of his gospel, and the work of his spirit, 
doth so clearly reveal the fulness of mercy, that the 
soul humbled returns ansyver : ' 

In which observe the means, and the cause 
whereby God doth call. 
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1 , The means is the ministry of the Gospel ; the 
sum thereof is this, that there is fulness of mercy ^ 
and grace, and salvation brought unto us through 
the Lord Jesus Christ. Hence the phrase of scrip- 
ture calls this gospel, or this mercy, a treasury -, all 
the treasures r^ wisdom and holiness are in Christ : 
not one treasure, but all treasures : where the gospel 
^om^s, there is joy for the sorrowftjl, peace tor the 
Iroubled, strength for the weak, relief seasonable 
and suitable to all wants, miseries and necessities, 
iboth present and future. 

If then sorrow assail thee (when thou art come 
jthus far) look not on thy sins, to pore upon them ; 
neither look into thy own sufficiency, to, procure any 
good there. It is true, thou, must see thy sins and 
sorrow for them, but this is forih^ lower form, and 
thou must get this lesspn before-han^ ; and when 
thou hast gotten this lesson of contrition and humjliay 
tion, look then only to God's mercy and the rich^ 
of his grace in Christ. 

2 For the cause : the Lord doth pot only appoint 
the means, but by the work of the spirit, he doth 
bring all the riches of his grace into the soul truly 
humbled : if you ask, how .^ First, with strength 
of evidencjc , the spirit presents to the broken-hearted 
sinner, the freeness of God's grace to the soul : and 
secondly, the spirit by an over-piercing woik, doth 
leave a supernatural and spiritual virtue on the heart* 

Now the word of the gospel, and the work of 
the spirit always go together ; not that God is tied 
to any means, but that he tieth himself to the 
means 4 hence the gospel is called, the powder of 
God to salvation, because the power of God ordi- 
narily, and in common course appears therein : the 
waters of life and salvation run only in the channel 
of the gospel ; nay, observe this, when all argunnents 
prevail to persuade the heart to go to God, one 
text of scfipture will stand a'mari in stead above all 
human learning and inventions, because the spirit 
goes forth in this, and none else. 
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CHAP. VI. 

The Anstver on Man's Part for the Soul lo close 
Willi, and lo rely on Christ 

Jlxitherto of the call on God's part ; now we are 
come to the answer on man's part. No sooner 
hath the gospel and God's spirit clearly revealed 
the fulness of God's mercy in Christ, but the soul 
gives answer to the call of God. Mercy is a proper 
object of the mind to be enlightened, of hop^ to 
be sustained, of desire to be supported, of love to 
be cheered 5 nay, there is a full sufficiency of all 
good in Christ, that so the will of man may take full 
• repose and rest in him ; therefore the Lord saith, 
-Come unto me all that are wediy and heavy laden ; 
come, mind, apd hope, and desire, and love, and 
will, and heart : they all answer, we come : the 
tnind saith, let me know this mercy above all, and 
desire to know nothing but Christ and him cruci- 
fied: let me expect this mercy (saith hope) thajt 
belongs to ine, and will befal me : desire saith, let 
me long after it : Oh ! saith love, let me embrace 
and welcome it : Oh ! saith the heart, let me lay 
hold on the handle of salvation ; here we will live, 
and here we will die at the footstool of <jod'$ 
mercy. 

2. A Sight of Christy or of Mercy in Christ 

'But for a further discovery of these works of the 
soul, we shall enter into particulars : and for their 
order; first, the spirit lets m a light into his hearty 
and discovers unto him, that God will deal graci- 
oijsly with him. It is with a sinner, as with a 
man that sits in darkness, haply he seeth a light in 
the street out of a window^ but he sits still in dark-* 
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ness, and is in the dungeon all the while, and he 
thinks, " How good were it, if a man might enjoy 
" that light ?" So many a poor sinner seeth God'* 
mercies at a distance : ^^ Ah ^ (thii:\ks he) I am in 
" darkness still, and never had a drop of mercy 
" vouchsafed unto me :" At last the Lord lets a 
light into his house, and puts the candle into his 
own hand, and makes him see by particular evidence, 
thou shalt be pardoned. 

The manner how the spirit works this, is disco- 
vered in three passages. 

First, the spirit of the Lord meeting with an hum- 
ble, broken sinner (he that is a proud, stout-hearted 
wretch,knows nothing of this matter) opens the eye, 
and now the humbled sinner begins to see some 
glimmering, that he can look into the tlihigs of 
God. 

2. Then the Lord lays before him all the riches 
of the treasure of his grace -, no sooner hath he given 
him an eye, but he lays colours before him (the un- 
searchable riches of Christ) that he may look, and 
fall in love with those sweet treasures ; and then 
saith the soul, ** Oh ! that mercy, and grace, and 
•* pardon were mine. Oh ! that my sins were done 
** away!" The Lord saith, " I will refresh them 
" that are heavy-laden/* Then saith the soul, " Oh I 
" that I had that refreshing !" You shall have rest, 
saith God -, " Oh ! that 1 had rest too." saith the 
soul : and now the soul looks after mercy and com- 
passion. 

S. The spirit ot the Lord doth witness throughly 
and effectually to the soul, that this mercy in Christ 
belongs to him : observe none" either in heaven or 
in earth, but only Ggd's spirit can make this cer- 
tificate ', vvhen it is night, all the candles in the 
world cannot take away the darkness : so though 
all the means of grace and salvation, all the candle- 
light of the ministry, are good helps, yet the dark- 
* ness of the night will not be gone, before the sun of 
righteousness arise in our hearts. Hence it is that 
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it proves so difficult a matter to comfort a distressed 
soul y " I shall one day go down to hell," saith the 
Soul : let all the ministers under heaven cry, " Com- 
" fort ye, comfort ye :" Still he replies, " Will the 
" Lord pardon me ? No." Let me speak therefore 
to you that are ministers, you do well to labour to 
give comfort to a poor fainting soul ; but always 
say, *' Comfort, Lord : O Lord, say unto this poor 
" soul, that thou art his salvation." 

S. Hope in Christ. 



The mind being thus enlightened, the Lord calh 
on the affections ; come desire, come love ; but the 
first voice is to hope : now this affection is set out 
to meet mercy afar off, it is the looking out of the 
soul : " Oh ! when will it be Lord ? Thou sayest 
" mercy is prepared, thou sa^^est mercy is approach- 
** ing I Oh ! when will it come. Lord ?" 

The manner how God's spirit works this, is dis- 
cerned in three particulars : the Lord doth sweetly 
stay the heart, and fully persuade the soul, that 
a man's sins arei pardonable, and that all his sins 
may be pardoned, and that all the good things he 
wanteth, may be bestowed: when a poor sinner 
seeth no rest in the creature, nor in himself^ though 
all means, all help, all men, all angels should join 
together ; then the Lord lifted up his voice, and 
saith from heaven, thy sins are pardonable in the. 
Lord Jesus Christ. 

2. The Lord doth sweetly persuade the soul that 
all his sins are pardoned ; the Lord persuades his 
heart that he intendeth mercy j by this means hope 
comes to be assured, knowing the promise shall be 
at the last accomplished : the former only sustained 
the heart, but this comforts the soul, that undoubted- 
ly it shall have mercy : the Lord Jesus came to seek, 
^nd to save that which was lost i now saith the bro- 
ken and humble sinner, God saith. Come unto nic, * 
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- atl'^etftai olre weary \ana henvy \adek\ *'r^lt^ 
* '* ti^edry arid Ui^lesi the Lord intehd goba Unto ifn'^ 
"^^ Wliy shblild he invite nib and bid 'tpe .fcdrtie \ 
•• surely he itleaiis Fo she<v Hife tiiercj^i Hiiy h6 pfcn 
^* miseth to relieve me when I come, therefore he 
** will do good lihto me." 

3. The Lord lets in some taste of the sweetness 
of his love^ so that the soul is deeply effected with 
it; it is the letting in ttle.r?C:hfes of hlfe loti; tfiat 
turheth (He expetUtioti of tHfe sbUl dnbth^i* w5yV 
yea if ttirneth the Whole strkm of thef sotfl thith'er- 
ward. 

I desiffe yoUi I eiltreaf you if ^bil ha^e any hoji6 
of heaven, if you have any treasure ifl CffH^f; IdlJotif 
to quicken this dffecHbh above aH ; the filesltts dte^ 
these } i; Labour to be much acquainted with llie* 
precious promises of God, fd hive fhfenV ff* harid, 
and if^oh all occasions' : Thesi jfre thy cdffffoil^ iriff 
will supfpbrt thy soul. ; . . . * 

2. Maintain in thy herirf i rfeeff Aid SferfoiftTid*' 
. ktiovJfedgniW^ of th^t sifiprem'^ aufhoVity <if thi^^^ 
Lord, to db vMha't he will, and hoW he wfll, aedofd- 
iVig t6 his p?easirfe. Alas ! We think too bfteh to 
bring God to aiix bow; '^tVe hSv^ hd^ed Ifhiis' 
•* long, and God hath not inis'Weted; and shall ^€ 
" wait still ?'* Wait' ay, wait, atfd bl6^S Goi^ that 
you'ihay \(^ait : it you may lie at Go!d'^ feet, ahd 
' put your mouths iri the dust, ihd at the end 6f 
y6ur days have 6n^ crumb' of mttdy,il is enough.* 
Therefore* check* fhbse distempers; ^^Shk^B I Wait 
still? It is d strange thlrfg,' that tf J^obf w6rt«; 
worthy of hell, ^hoiild taKe state, aiiid'sfBrid upon 
terms with God ; *^He will nftt Ay2<ft, u^h'^od :-'• 
Wlio m^it wait then ?* Must * God Walt, of iti^k 
ifirait ? ft vvas th^ dpostle's qu'estion, TTeY/ thbil riow 
risiofe the kin^dhn of Israd ? To whom oUt Sa- 
viour ahswertcC ft is not for yoti to knmv t7ie times 
and se assorts ; afe Who sti6iild say,- it is for yoii to 
^it; atrd to exriect' mercy, it is not for y6u tb'^ 
kribW:- ff yoii' Wgin to wtaHgifeVand $8yi^ HofW- 
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longj Lord ? When, Lord ? And why not nov^^ 
Lord ? Why not I, Lord ?*' Now check thy own 
heart and say, " It is not for me to know, it is for. 
me to be humble, abashed, and wait for mercy." . 

4. A Desire after Christ. 



When the soul is huipblcd, and the eye opened, 
then he begins thus to reason, " Oh ! happy 1 that 
aee mercy, but miserable I, if I come to see this 
and never have a share in it ! O why not I, Lord ? 
My sou} now thirsteth after thee, as a thirsty land, 
my , affections now hunger after righteousness, both 
infused and imputed. Now this desire is begotten 
thus : 

When the soul is conie so far, that after a tho- 
rough <;onvictionpf sin, and sound humiliation under 
God's mighty hand, it hath a seasonable revelation 
of. the glorious mysteries of Christ, ofhis excellen- 
cies, ^inv^atiotis, truth, tender-heartedness, of the 
heavenly splendpr of the pearl of great price ; then 
doth the soul conceive by the help of the Holy 
Ghost, this desife and vehement longing : and lest 
any cozen themselves- by any misconceits about it ; 
it is then known to be saving : 
' h When it is joined with an hearty willingness 
apd unfeigned resolution, to sell aII,.to part wioi all 
sin, to bid a4ieUy for ever to our darling delight. If 
t][iQU desij'est earnestly, thou wilt work accordingly ; 
fcMr as th^ desir^e is, so will thy endeavour be. 

2. When it; is earnest, veht^ment extreme thirsting' 
sfftet Christy as the parched earth for refreshing 
showers, or the hupted hart for the water-brooks. 
We rea^d of a Scottish penitent, who a little before 
his confession, freely confessed his fault, to the 
shame (as he said) of himself, and to the shame of 
the devil, but tp the glory of God: he acknowledg- 
ed it to be so heinous and horrible, that had he a 
t^usand Jivqs,^and could die ten thousand deaths. 
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%e could not make satisfaction. Notwithstanding 
(saith he) " Lord, thou hast left me this comfort 
^n thy word, that thou hast said, come unto me, ail 
ye that are weary and heavy-laden, and [ will re- 
fresh you : Lord I am weary, Lt)rd I am heavy- 
laden with my sins, which are innumerable, I am 
ready to sink. Lord, even into hell, unless thou in 
thy mercy put to thine band and deliver me : Lord, 
ihou hast promised by thine own word out of thy 
mouth, that thou wilt refresh the weary soul :" 
And with that he stretched out one of his hands, 
and reaching as high as he could towards heaven, 
he with a loud voice cried, ** I challenge thee. 
Lord, by that word, and by that promise which 
thou ha.st made, that thou perform and make it 
good to me, that call for ease, and mercy at thy 
liands. ' Proportionably, when hejtvy-heartedness 
for sin hath so dried up the bones, and the an^ry 
countenance of God so parched the heart, that the 
poor soul begins now to gasp for grace, as thirsty 
land for drops of rain; then the poor sinner, though 
dust and ashes, with an holy hjumiiity thus speaks 
unto Christ, *^ O merciful Lord God, thou art 
Alpha and Omega, the beginning and the endj 
thou say est it is done, of things that are yet to 
come, so faithful and true are thy promises. Thou 
hast promised by thine own word out of thine own 
mouth, that unto him that is athirst, thou wilt give 
©f the fountain of the water of life freely. O Lord, 
1 thirst, £ faint, I languish, I long for one drop of 
mercy : as the hart panteth for the water-brooks, 
so panteth my soul after thee, O God, and after the 
yearning bowels of thy compassion : had I now in 
possession the glory, the wealth, and pleasures of 
the whole world ; nay, had 1 ten thousand lives, 
joyfully would i lay them down, to have this poor 
trembling soul received into the bleeding arms of 
niy blessed Redeemer. O Lord my spirit withia 
me is melted into tears of blood, my heart is shivered 
JBto piec<js 3 put of the very place of dragons an^ 
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s^(]qt^ of death ^ do I lift up my thougV,t% b.^a^yy 
arid sad pefore thee. The remer^branc^ 9^ ray 
former vapi.^ies and pollu^tipps, \^ a, yon?it to my 
sbuV and1t is sofelj( wounded \yith the gri.evo.us 
representation thereof \ the. very flames of hell, 
tiord, the* fury o( ih}; jui^t \\Tatfi, the scprchings of 
jpy^own Qoiy science, have so wasted and parched 
'ipine hearty' that, my thirst is insatiable, my bjowelp 
are' hot' within 'me, -my desijre after Jesys Christ, 
pardon' ap,d' grace, is greedy as athe grave; thp 
coals thejreof are co^Is of fire, wh/ch have a mo^t 
vebemjent ftame ; and, Lord, in thy blessed bool$: 
tpoy call^st and criest, ^0, everj/ one that thirstethy 
cornie ye tp the wafers. \t\^ thaf great day of th.e 
feast, t|iQU stoodest, and cri^dpt, widi thinp own 

3)outb, 1/ any Tnan thirsty let, f\iP} ^PV^^ '^^^/^ ''^^ ^^^ 
rink; and these are thine owp \v0rd3. Those 'who 
hunger and thirst df^fr righteonpi^sf shall beflled^ 
I challenge tljee, V^rd, \X\ i\\i\Tixy isj^treme.st thirst 
aft^r thiirie o^^n blessed self, ar^d spiritufil life in 
t^hee, by that word, ariH by that. promJsejwhiph thoij 
hast made, that thou makq it gopd tp me, that lie 
grovelling in tHe dust^ and trembling at. thy feet : 
Oh! (>penriow that promised wejl of life, for I must 
drink, or else I^ die." ^ 

The meaps to obtain this desire, are these three : 

1. Be acquainted thoroughly with thine own ncr 
cessitiesj^ with that emptines? that is in thyself. A 
groundless presumption makes a mai^.carejess ; see 
into thfne own necessities, confess the want of this 
desire after the Lord Jesus Christ. 

2. Labour to spread forth the excellency of all 
the beauty and glory that is in the promises of 
Gbd : Could^st thou but view them in their proper 
colours, they vvould even ravish thee, and quicken 
thy desires. 

. 3. After all this, know it is. not in thy power 
to bring thy heart ^to desire Christ ; thou can^t not. 
hammer out a desire iippn thy own^'anyil, hew, thy 
own rock as Ipng as thou \y.iJti nay, let ajl the 
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^gels in heaven^ and ajl the ipiqisters oa earA pro- 
yoke thee, yet if the hand o^ the Lord be wwtmg, 
thou shak not lift up^ thi^^i!^ heart, nor step one step 
toyrards heaven ; then, go to him who is able to work 
this desire in thy §oul. Ren^ember, desires grow 
pot in thy garden, tlpey spring not §rom the rcot of, 
thy abilities ; O sjeek unto God, and confess, in 
l^uth, Lord, it is thou from whom come all our 
good desires, it is. thou must work them in us, and 
therefore. Lord, quicken thou this, soul, and enlarge 
this heart of mime, for thou only art the God qf 
desire. Thus hale down a desire from the Lord, 
jmd from the promise, for there only must thou 
have it ; the smoaking flax God will not quench. 
Flax will not smoak, but a spark must come> into it^ 
apd that will make it catch fire and smoak. Thus 
lay your hearts before the Lord, and^say, good Lord, 
here is only flax, here is only a stubborn heart, but 
strike thou by the promise one spark from heaven, 
that I may have a smoaking desire after Christ, and 
after grace. 

5. A Love of Christ. 



.^KM^ 



We have run through two aflPections, hope and 
desire, and the nex,t is love : a possible good stirs 
pp hope : a necessary excellency in that good, set- 
tleth desire ; and a relish in that good settled, kin- 
dles love. Thus is the order of God's works ; if 
the good be absent, the understanding saith, it is 
to be desired, that I. had it ! Then it sends out 
hope^ and that waits for good, and stays 'till he can 
see it ; and yet if that good cannot come, them 
desire hath another work ; it goes up and down 
wandering, and seeketh and sueth for Christ Jesus. 
After this if the Lord Jesus be pleased to come 
himself into the view of the heart, which longeth 
thus after him, then love leads him inta the soul, 
and tells the wijlof hini, saying, Lol here is Jesus 
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Christ the Messiah, that hath ordered these great 
things for his saints and- people. 

The ground of this love, is God's spirit in the 
promise, letting in some intimation of God's love 
into the soul. We love him, because he loved us 
first: the burning-glass must receive heat of the 
beams of the sun, before it burn any thing ; so there 
must be a beam of God's love to fall upon the soul^ 
before it can love God again 5 / dreiv them xvith 
the cords of a maiiy even with thc^ bands of love. 
God lets in the cords of love into the soul, and that 
draws love again to God. 

Now this love of God doth beget our love in three 
particulars: 
' ^ First, there is a sweetness and a relish which 
God's love lets into the soul, and warns the heart 
.with .A fainting sinner is cold at the heart, and 
therefore the Lord lets in a drop of his loving- 
kindness, and this warms the heart, and the soul 
is ;even filled with the happiness of the mercy of 
God. 

Secondly, as that sweetness warms the .heart, 
so the sweetness of the love of God, begins to kindle 
this love in the soul, that it sparkles again : God 
setteth out his loye towards us, seeing that while 
we were yet sinners, Christ died for us. This com- 
mends the love of God, the Lord sends to poor and 
miserable sjinners, and saith. Commend my mercy to 
such a one, aiid tell him, that though he hath been 
an enemy to Tne^ yet I am a friend to him, and 
though he hath been rebellious against me, yet J am 
a God and a Father to him. .When a poor sinner 
. considers this with himself, he saith, is the Lord so 
merciful to me ? I that loved my sins, and continued 
in them, had it not been just that f should have pe- 
rished in them ? But will the Lord not only spare 
his enemy, but give his Son for him ? O let my soul 
for ever rejoice in this unconceivable goodness of 
God ! Be thy heart never so hard, if it have but 
ibe sense, of this, it cannot but stir thee to love. 
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Thirdly the greatness of the freeness of tWs 
mercy ot God, being settled upon the heart, in- 
flames it , the sweetness warms the heart, this free- 
ness kindles the fire ; and when the greatness of the 
sweetness comes to be valued, this sets the heart all 
on a flame. This will make the soul say, >vhat ? 
I that have done all that I could against this good 
God ! O it breaks my heart to think of it ! There 
was no name under heaven that 1 did blaspheme 
more than this name ; no command under heaven 
I so much despised, as the command of God and 
of Christ ; no spirit that I grieved so much as the 
good spirit of God ; and therefore had the Lord 
only given me a look, or spoken a word to me, 
it had been an infinite mercy, but to send his Son 
to save me, it is incomparable : I could not con- 
ceive to do so much evil against him, as he bath 
done good to me : O the breath of that mercy be- 
yond all. limits! O the length of that mercy be- 
yond all time ! O the depth of that mercy below a 
man's misery ! O the heighth of that mercy above 
ih>^ height of my understanding ! If my hands were 
all love, that I could work nothing but love ; and if 
mine eyes were able to see nothing but love, and 
my mind to think of nothing but love 5 and if 1 had 
a thousand bodies, they were all too little to love 
that God, that hath thus unmeasurably loved me a 
poor sinful hell-hound. O Lord, my strength, O 
how should I but love thee I 

But how may t know whether my love be a true 
love, or a false love ? How m^y I know, that my 
love is of the right stamp ? 

Let every man put his love upon the trial and ex-^ 
examine thus, whether thou dost welcome Christ 
and grace, according to the worth of them ? If thou 
dost, it will appear m these particulars : 

1 . Observe the root from whence thy love came. 
Canst thou sav, I love the Lord, because he hath 
loved me ? Then thy love is right. God cannot 
but like chat love which came from himself^ Is 
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because thou hkst felt the sweetness of his grace ? 
Gailst thou say the Lord hast let in a glimpse of 
his favour ? And the Lord hath said in his truths 
he looks to him that trembles at his Word; the 
fhinisttr 3aid it, and the spirit saith itj that thy 
itietcy is registered iti heaven: Ohow should I IdveJ 
the Lord ? My sins ate many, which I have be- 
tv^ifled; my sighs I have put up to heaven, and dt 
the last flie Lotd hath glvfeil hie a gracious answer i 
O how shall I love tht Lord my strength? If it be' 
Ihiis with thee, thy love is sdiind* 

2. If thou entertaineth thy Saviotir as it beseem^ 
bfiti, thou must entertain him as a king, give up- 
ill to birti, and entertain hone with hint, but such' 
asi are attendants upon hxrti ; love all in Christ, arid; 
fot Christ, but express thy Idve and joy to Christ 
above all: he is a king, aWd all the rfest are but a^' 
retainers. He thatf loves any thing e^uat witH 
Chfist, doth not rightly love Christ. 

9. The sotiJ that rightly entertains Christ, he is 
iWatvellous Weai^ ant? v^atchful, that he may nb'^ 
sadden that good spirit of God, to grieve him, aritf 
dause him to go away. The spou^ sought loh^^* 
for her l>eloved, atid at last brought him home j and' 
When* she had \Jvelcomed him, she gives a charge to-; 
sfll the house not tb' stir, nor awake her love 'till he' 
]!^ade. When a jiriiice comes unto the house of a* 
great man, what charge is tliere given to make no* 
iftMse in the night. The soul whien it hath received 
the .spirit of the LdWI Jesus Christ, doth thus j he 
gives a peremptory charge to keep watch' arid 
ward, and gives a charge to hope, and deslife, and 
Ji^ve, and- joy, and the mind, arid all,' riottogrieve 
alid molest the good spirit of God ; let there be no 
motion but tb entertain it, no advice but to receive 
ii; arid do nbtHirig that may wotk the least kiiid of 
^tilike unto it. 

• And now let me prevail with yotir Hearts to this 
duty,- love the- i^orUi all ye his saints: \V^om will^ 
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you love if you love not him ! Oh ! you poor ones, 
love ye the Lord, for you have need ; and all you 
rich ones, love ye the Lord, for you have caufe ; 
and you little ones too, he knocks at every man's 
heart and perfuades ^SQxy man's foul, love ye the 
Lord. 

The means are thefe ; 1. Give attendance daily 
to the promife of grace, and Chrift ; drive away 
all other fuitors from the foul, and let nothing come 
between the promife and it. 

2. Labour to be thoroughly acquainted with the 
beauty aqd fwe^tnefs of Chrift in the promife. 

Chrill is worthy in himfelf: if we* had a thou- 
fand hearts to beftow upon him, we were not able 
to love him fufficiently. What would you Jove ? 
Wouldll thou have beauty ? Then thy Saviour is 
beautiful. Thou art fairer than the children of men, 
Pfal. xlv. 2. Wouldft thou have ftrength ? Then 
thy Saviour is ftrong, Gird thy /word on thy thighs 
moji nugfity, Pfal. xlv. 3. Wouldft thou -have 
riches ? Thy Saviour is more rich (if it be pofiSble) 
than he is (trong. He is heir of all things, Heb. i. 1. 
Wouldft thou have wifdom ? Then thy Saviour is 
wife, yea, wifdom itfelf. In him are hid all (he trea^ 
fures of wifdom and knowledge^ Col. ii. 3. Wouldft 
thou have life eternal r Chrift is the author of life 
and happinefs to all that have him. 

And Chrift deferves our love, in regard of bene- 
fits to us. Be man never fo worthy in himfelf, yet 
if he have exprefled the part of an enemy, a woman 
faith I will not have him though he have all the 
world. This takes off the afFeftion. It is not (o 
with the Lord Jefus : as he is worthy of all love 
in himfelf, fo he hath dealt mercifully with you : 
in your ficknefs, who helped you ? In your wants, 
who fupplied you ? In anguifh of heart, who reliev- 
ed y<ju ? It was Jefus Chrift: Oh I therefore love 
him, deal with him as he deferves 5 enlarge your 
hearts to him for ever. 

u Yea, Chrift fecks our love : h^re is the admira- 
3 N ■ 
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tion of mercy, that our Saviour, who hath been 
f ejected by a company of finful creatures, (hould 
feek their love : for (hame refufe hitn not, but 
let him have love ere be go. Had the Lord receiv- 
fd us, when we had come to him, and humbled 
our hearts before him ; had he heard, when we had 
ipent ciur days, and all our ftrength ^in begging and 
craving, it had been an infinite mercy : but when 
the Lord Jefus Ghrift (hall feek to us by his mef« 
fengers, (it is all the work we have to do^ to woo 
you for the Lord JefuaChrift ; yea, and if we fpeak 
for ourfelves, it is pity but our tongue fliouid 
cleave to the root of our mouth) when the^Lord 
Jefus (hall come and wait upon us, and feek ouv 
)ove, Oh t this is the wonder of mercies ! He looka 
for no portion, he will take thee and all thy wants. 
pet you home then ; and every one in fecret, 
labour to deal truly with your own hearts ; make up 
^ match in this maimer^ and fay, '* Is it poflible 
that thq Lord (bouk} look fo Iom^ ?'' That a prince 
ihould fend to a poor peafant ; that majefty (hould 
fioQp to meannefs i Heaven to earth i God to man ? 
'* Hath the Lord offered mercy to me ? And doth 
be require nothing of me but to love him' again ? 
Call upon your hearts I charge you, and £iy thus, 
^' Lord, if nil the light of mine eyes were love^ and 
all the fpeeches of my tongue were love, it were all 
to<> little to love thee : Oh ! lei me love thee y' 

6. A Belying on Chrijl. ' 




We are now come tathe work of the will, Which 
1$ the great wheel of the foul. The former affee- 
tioQS were but as hand-maids to uflier in Chrt(t. 
The mind (aith, " I have fecn Ghrift :" Hope 
liith, « I have waited :" Defire faith, " 1 have 
loiiged /' Love faith, « 1 am kindled :'* Thc^n 
faith the will, " I will have Ghrift, |t (baU be fo :*• 
And thia mak^ up the. match. The feeds of faith 
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^went before^ now faith is come to fome perfedjon^ 
now the foul repofes itfelf upon the Lord Jefus. 

And thii repoTtog -or refting itfelf difcovcrs a 
five-fold A6k: 

Firfl, it implies a tfoing out of the foul to Cbrift : 
when die foul feetn this, that the Lord Jefus is 
bis aidy and muft «afe him, and pardon his fint^ 
'then '' Let us go to that Chrift," faith he, it is the 
Lord's call, came to me^ allifc that ure weary : this 
voice coming home to the heart, and the prevailing 
fweetncfs of the call overpowering the heart, the 
foul goes out, and flings itfelf upon the riches of 
God's grace* 

Secondly, it lays faft hold upon Chrift : when tbb 
Lord iaith, come, my lov e^ come my dove, O come 
away I ^^ Behold I come," (faith (he) and wheti 
iie is come, (he (aftenetb upon Chrift, faying^ my 
beloved is mine, and I am his : taith Jays hold on 
the Lord, and will not iel mercy go, but cleaved 
vnto it, though it conAi£t with the Lord ; Should 
kejlay me^ {ukiih Job) fetwiUltruJt in him. 

Thirdly, il flings the weight of all its troubles^ 
guilty and corruptions upon the Lord Jefus Chrift. 
As when a man cannot go of himfelf, he Jays alt 
the weight of his body upon another ; fo the foul 
goes to Chrift^ and lays all the weight of itfelf upon 
Chriflr, and faith, '^ I have no comfort, O Lord, all 
my difcomforts I lay upon Cbrift, and I rely on the 
Lord for comfort and confolation :" Wlio is thi^ 
(faith Solomon) that cometh up from the wildernefi 
leaning on her beloved! Cant. vtii. 5. The party com-* 
ing is the church, the wildernefs is the troubles and 
vexations the church ffleet% with, and thefoeloved is 
tbe Lord Jefus Chrift ; now the church leans berfelf 
all upon herbufi>and,(he walks along with bim,but 
be bears all the burden : Cajt all your care upon 
kim^ (faith Peter) /<>r he carethfor ^ou, 1 Pet. v. 7. 
Fourthly, it draws virtue, and derives power from 
the Lord Jefus Cbrift for fuccour suid fupplies ; 
and here is the e£pecial life of faith, it goea for 
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mercy,* and grace, and comfort in Chrift, he knows 
it is to be had from him, and therefore he fetcheth 
ail from him ; With joy Jhall he draw water out of 
the wells of falvation^ Ifai. xii. 3. The fountain of 
felvation is Chrift, and all tlie waters of life, of 
grace and mercy, are in Chrift Jefus : now it is not 
enough to let down the bucket into the well, but 
it muft be drawn out alfo ; it is not enough to come 
to Chrift, but we muft draw the water of grace 
from Chrift to ourfelves, 

. Fifthly, faith leaves the foul with the promife ; 
yca,notVvithftanding.all delays, denials^, difcourager 
ments from God, faith brings on the heart ftill ; 
it will be fure to lie at the gatev and keep the foul 
with the promife, whatever befals.it. The faithful 
foul lay« hold, upon th^ Lord for mercy, pardon^ 
power and grace, and though the Lord feem to giver 
him up to the torment of fin and corruption, yet the 
foul faith, *' Though my. foul go down to heJI, I 
will hold here for mercy, till the Lord comfort and 
pardon, and fubdue gracioufly thefe curfed corrupr. 
tions, which I am notable to mafter myfelf." 

Haft thou gotten faith? then labour to buflband 
this grace. well. It is a (hame to fee thofe that 
have a right and title to grace and Chrift, yet live 
at fuch an under^rate : I would have you to live 
$iboye the world, for the Lord doth not grudge his 
people comfort, but would have them live chear- 
fully, and have ftrong confolations,^nd mighty af- 
furance of God's love : is there not caufe? Surely 
there is. Why, faith (if it be right) will make the 
life of achriftian moft eafy, moft comfortable. Un- 
faithful fouls fink in their forrows upon every occa- 
fion, but faith gives eafe to a man in all his con* 
verfation : l.Becaufe faith hath a ikill to put over 
all cares to another: we take up tiie crofs, but 
faith cafts all the care on Chrift ; an eafy matter it 
is to lie under the burden, when another bears alji 
the weight of it. Look how it is with two ferry- 
^tsnen^ the one h^les bis boat about the Ihore, and 
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cannot get ofF, but tugs and pulls, and never puts 
her forth to the tide ; the other puts his b6at upon 
the Aream, and fets up his fail, and then he may fit 
llill in his boat ; and the wind will carry him whither 
he is to go: juft thus it is with a faithful foul, and 
an unbeliever ; all the care of the faithful foul, is 
to put hirafelf upon the ftream of God's providence, 
and fet up the fail of faith, and to take up the gale 
of God's mercy, and fo he goes cheerfully, becaufe 
it is not be that carries himfelf, but the Lord Jefus 
Chrift : whereas every unfaithful foul tugs and pull» 
at the buiinefs, and can find neither eafe nor fuc-. 
cefs : 2. Becaufe faith fweetens all atQi£lions:hovif- 
foever it apprehends all troubles and afHiclions, yet 
withal it apprehends the faithfulnefs of God, order- 
ing all for our good : and that's the reafon why all 
our troubles ace digefted comfortably, without any 
^arHinefs at all. 

You will fay, if faith brings fuch eafe, how may 
a. man that hath faith, improve it, to have fuch 
comfort by it ? I anfwer, the rules are four : 

1. Labour to gain fome evidence to thy own 
foul, that thou hall a title to the promife : the rea- 
fon why poor Chriftians go drooping, and are over- 
whelmed with their fins and miferies, is becaufe 
they fee not their title to mercy, nor their evidence 
of God's love. 

2. Labour to fet an high price on the promifes 
of God : one promife, and the fweetnefs of God's 
mercy in Chrift, is better than all the honours or 
riches in the world ; prize thefe at this rate, and 
thou canft not choofe, but find eafe, and be con- 
tented. 

3. Labour to keep \he promifes ever at hand. 
What is it to me though I have a thing in the houfe, 
if I have it not at my need ? Now for the Lord's 
iake let me entreat thee to be wife for thy poor foul. 
There is many a fainting fit comes over the heart of 
many a poor chriftian ; perfecutions without, and 
ipxTom and corruptions within j therefore keep thjf 
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cordials about thee» and be fure to ba^ tbem 
wilbin reach ; take one, and bring another, and be 
refreibed by another^ and go finging to the grave^ 
and to heaven for ever. 



Hi 



CHAP. VIL 

Tlie Growing of the Soul with Chrijl. 



THITHERTO of the firft part of the fouPs im- 
plantation ; to wit, of the putting the foul into 
Chrift. We are now come to the fecond, which w, 
the growing of the foul with Chrift. Thefe two 
take up the nature of ingrafting a finner into the 
lioclc, Chrift Jefus. Now this growing is accom-' 
pliihed by two means. 

1. By an union of the foul with Chrift. 

2. By a conveyance of fap or fweetnefs fall the 
treafures of grace and happinefs) that is in Chrift to 
thefouf. 

' Firft, every believer is joined unto Chrift, and 
fo joined and knit, that he becomes one fprrit. 1. 
He is joined ; as a friend to a friend ; as a father to 
a child, as a huft)and to a wife ; as a graft to a 
tree ; as a foul to a body. So is Chrrft to a beKev^ 
er ; I live, yet not I, but the Lord Jefus Jivetb in 
me. 2. So Joined that the believer comes to be 
one fpirit with Chrift : this myftery is gfreat, and 
beyond the reach of that Hltle light I enjoy: only I 
fball comjpunicate what I conceive in thefe three 
conclufions: l.That the fpirit of God (the third 
perfon in the trinity) doth really accompany the 
word, but more efpccially the precious promtfesof 
the gofpel. 2. The fpirit (accompanying the pro- 
mife of grace and falvation) doth thereby leave a 
fupernatural power, a fpiritual, and overpowering 
virtue up>>n the foul, and thereby brings it unta 
Chrift : iris not fo much any thing in the foul, as 3 
fpiritual aflifting, and moving, and working upon 
the foul, hy virtue whereof it is moved and carried 
(0 tiie Lord Jefus Chrift. 3, The /pint of grace i% 
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the promife working thm upon tke heart, caufeth 
the heart to clofe with thq promife, and with itfelf 
in the promife $ and this is to be one fpirit. 

This may (hew us that the (ins of the faithful 
are grievous to the bleflfed fptrit ; not only becaufe 
of mercies, bonds and engagements, which the be^ 
Jiever hath received, but becaufe a man is come fo 
near to Chrift and the Spirit, to be one fpirit with 
.Chrift. What ! Lodge an unclean fpirit wiib a 
clean fpirit of the Lord ! The Holy Ghoft cannot 
endure this : Let nofieftilj/ ccmmunication come amt 
cfyaur mcuth^ EpheC iv. 29. Grieve not the holy 
fpirit of God, becaufe by it you are fealed unto the 
day of redemption : the good fpirit of the Lord hath 
fealed you unto redemption, and knit you unto bim^ 
felf, and will you rend yourfelves from him and 
grieve him ! O grieve not the Holy Spirit ? 

Secondly, as there is an union with Chrift, fo 
there is a conveyance of all fpiritual grace frofn 
Chrift, to all thofe that believe in him : i. There is 
fully enough in the Lord Jefus Chrift for every 
faithful foul. 2. As there is enough in Chrift, fo 
Chrift doch fupply or communicate whatfoever is 
moft fit. 3. As the Lord doih communicate what 
is fit, fo he doth prefeWe what he doth beftow and 
communicate. 4. As the Lord doth preferve what 
he communicates,^ fo be quickens the grace that he 
now doth pieferve ; and in the end he crowns it alt. 

Hence wc: fe^, whither the faints of God ihould 
j;o to fetch fupply of whatfoever grace they want, 
yea, incneafe and, perfedion of what they have al- 
ready.. Chrift \% made all in all tcuhis fervants ; 
why then, away to tbe Lord Jefus; he calls and 
invites, I counfel Aee to buy of me eye-falve. If 
thou be an accurfed man, buy of Chrift j unification i 
if thou be a polluted creat^ure, buy of^ Chrift fane- 
tification : With thee is the well'fpriiig of ///e (faith 
I>avid) .tfTMif in thy light we J^aU mly fee light, it 
is not with us> but with thee >tt is not in ourheads^ 
or hearts, or performances, it is only ip Chfift to t^ 
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found, only from Chrift to be fetch ed. I deny not 
but we (hould improve all means, and ufe all helps, 
but in the ufe of all, fcek. only to Chrift ; with him 
IS the well of life. Away to Chrift ; wifdom, righ- 
teoufnefs^ all is in him, and the.re we muft have 
them. 

You will fay, what are the means to obtain thefc 
graces from Chrift ? I anfwer : firft, eye the pro- 
mifc daily, and .keep it wiihin view. Secondly, 
yield thyfelf, and give way to the ftroke of the pro- 
mife, and to the power of the fpirit : for inftance, 
imagine thy heart begins to be peftered with vain 
thoughts, or with a proud haughty fpirit ; you muft 
not be difcouraged ; no, but eye the promife, and 
hold (aH thereon, and fay. Lord, thou haft promifed 
all grace unto thy fervants, take therefore this hearty 
and thefe affeftions, and let tliy fpirit frame them 
aright according to thy own good will ; by that 
fpirit of wifdom (Lord) inform me ; by that fpirit of 
fanftification (Lord) cleanfe me from all my cor* 
ruptions, by that fpirit of Grace (Lord) quicken 
and enable me to the difcharge of every holy fer- 
vice. Thus carry thyfelf by the power of the fpirit 
of the Lord, and thou {halt find thy heart ftrength- 
ened upon all occafions. 

For conclufion (to dart this ufe deeper into youj 
hearts,) if every believer be joined with Chrift, and 
from Chrift, there be a conveyance of all fpiritual 
graces unto every believer ; then aboye all labour 
for Chrift in all things : never let thy heart be quiet-> 
ed, never let thy foul be contented until thou haft 
obtained Chrift. Grace indeed is good, and duties 
are good ; feek for all, we ftiOuld do fo ; perform 
all, we ought to do (o -, but oh 1 Chrift in all, above 
all, more than all. Thus I have fliewed you the 
way to the Lord Jefus : I have fliewed you alfo 
how you may come to be implanted into the Lord 
Jefus ; and now I leave you in the hands of a Sa- 
viour, in the bowels of a Redeemer; and 1 think I 
cannot leave you better. 
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THE 

The Jkikvtfi Primleges <jmi Dutiet* 
THE BfiUEVER'* PRtVILEOIS. 

CHAP, 1. 
The Entrance. 



OU hftve hctfd the doftnne, prteepts^ and the 
]>atteni of a man in his fecond^ or new birth s now 
remains what follows all his life i and therein 

Iv His privileges* 

2. His duties* 

1. His privilegesi as he is now a belieyer in 
Chrifty are 

|aftificatiot]» . 

Sandification^ 

Glori^cotioa. 
, The firft privilege^hk^^msKiediately follows our 
Union with Cbrift» is juftification. 

A man may be faid to be juftified either virtuall/t 
or afiually s either in Chriit» or in himfelf. 

1. Vhtually in Cbrift : and this is from the day 
of Chrift^s Mffion> and in the virtue of his fatisfac- 
tion I yMtois intendetb no more but that fatisfac* 
tion is made»4Did«em^km purchafed by the blood 
t)f Chrift. 

12. AQoally tn himfelf : when a man hath the 
pofiejfion of juftificatioQ^ immediately after his 
Union with the Lord Jefus Chrift. Now this juf* 
tification confidered> as it is a ftate of £ivour with 
God^ which a man at his firft believing is put intOj 
3 O 
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is not reiterated J yet tfaeriRurticular aQs of pardon 
and impEjJtatioQj^Qf Chrift's ughjjeoufnefs, are 009/% . 
tipuajjlijbj %)^9qm^^ U^flto tlf b«lic?*5-\* 
In tnis refpe£t thisadualjudtfication (or particular 
a£ts of pardon) hath its dftgreos^ofprogreffion : \he 
beginning, thjjreof is Iai4 in. our firft unipn««with 
Chrift : tffe confiimm'ation oNt is not tillVthe Judge 
at the latter day hath fo leiw i ly pronounced the fen- 
tence of fing^lj. ^i^9h(^ff»- ^Pimmk tfcf fT, there is 
a progreffive work of juftification, by the conftant 
aftings of the fpirit appjyiitg-thc blood of Chrift» by 
faith, to the quiet and i^nJo^ ^f the foul : the 6rft 
we may ternni initial juftiiScation, the fecond pro^ 
greiTive, the }aft fmxk&Samz tftft firft is wrought 
and fealed in the firft facrament ; the fecond is 
wrought and fealed in the fecond facraraent ; an4> 
both loefa brpt^cb^fr of^^iM^-aroentfi^juftifiGatio^ 
tous the pre-i^Ku'aRa& of^tba^peffeA^juftificatiom 
It h4tb b«an^ Gonimonly faid by ibnoe^ of our beft? 
divines, that purification is tranfaf^d in our fi^ft 
incorporation into Chrift ; at which time^ i^i6 coa* 
cdived, tbatt tile pardon of all fin is feakd* td tbe 
believer at once. But I fear the mif-underftanding" • 
of this point hath laid the ground, opon^wbichlon^ 
build that unhappy ftrudure, whieh turnoth tUie 
grace of Gpd into wantoonefs. Who* Imowoth not 
that juftificatibni accor^ing^tcrtllQ fbri^ti^ 
a3 of a judge pronounciBg»'ap judicial ^ntence^ 
wherein be aBfiblvoth tb^ piomn of theifiiiDerfiram 
all fin andi punilboient diie to him for fin^ and^ ' 
that for the albne righteoufnefi^oftlte (brety, Chrift^ 
freely imputec|v and^by fyth^received^of bim ? And 
acoording totbis^ t fuppofe- weihall not err if<w6 
fay, KTtet4«v(H)^ ofijuliifieatioffli^d^ tQ; 

us future, viz. at the iaft day^when we (hall-reteive^ 
a final 2dif{:barge, and* when 6bd^ fliali wipe^w^ 
alii tearfr ftonr our cryea^* i kndl yet^ 21 That in our^flrft^ 
unioQ vmlh> GHrift^t^eM'it^ a MTorks of^jtiftiSoation^ 
viz. A^ual iniputattdnof@hrji&sirfgtotoou(hjBf^^ amt 
a&ual» msiffigg^ of^'idli fin^' or of wHaffib^for tbe^ 
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yreftnt tte ibtti ft«id» gdikgr ^ ml wi€€i •T fat tlMt 
«iai^ <vvhQA k.it fi«ft iliiitcd «o Qbmft, . i Kkiee niit 
Afi that jufttfcaCioD is<meitiidm4uil •Qi^r.tliatSU 
£aS|pall|f)Iieibit, anti to eoitei sm dPtmitiftd ttiiht 
J^Uever 4il^o«: ibptifaift I ra^>4li)it in omMt i§mmi» 
^1 our fi«s|paft aad prefeat^ aM a^iftiUgr (wctoBed 4 
^d<lhi)B fevkMir i^ee^vedi ii a pledge of «(i4^«noci9 
thm id iiitiire alfe, by Upply ing ^r?el?«» >to Ghrift, 
we BHiy reoetw ihe rof|giveiie& of ow* daily Ar%$, 
f»d th4Tat llK laft day w^ AmiU it biice he aft- 
folved from all aeMfalit)*^ UAd id agafoift us^ adi 
Atft luftilidaiton (Wfides <ft6(fi( parlkuiac 4Ai of 
^doAi and JitifMitAion of 6krift*s r^64M^riitefi| 
4otli not^^ a ftate af gracd, atol refcoiio»tiarioii Wkli 
Cod, for fhe nQ|Hited rightMiifotfs df ChrHti . 

. And beiog jnQiiied by faMii im hatep^ce mik 
God; (that is) Chrift^s righteoufneis oeiogjaipdt«d4 
and fios pardcAte^ wetiiKpe pdade with Gb(i ; Dot 
<li|iy pfeao^ frM» God in our conTeienbesibttt pleaca 
wkh God, in ^r retencilemeiit to bih^i acid id hit 
fevoui' toWaitU «is. This i^dnctliitttm confifts m 
tiTotUfig^s: 1. Ill our pescd with God, wKoreby 
iht Lord lays by aU aft if of boftOity agalnft us : ih 
tn the lo«« andfaTottrof Sdd : hcf aoWf loves us not 
only with a love gf good- will, but witii a tove o£ 
oomplifeency and ddtghfc, Qtt } conider 4wfaat a 
hlefledflatethtsisl 

Adopltcm fdllowa reooncitiatioi^ ^fthirtiy the 
(iord acGotints us Ibn^ : befabld What mainier of 
ioVe the Father hath beOowof upon usy thirft w# 
^ould be called the fona of <Sod: fhd Lord zei 
county uaju'ft tn our jiMAcztikm^ fridnds in ouf re- 
eottdliation; fehs in our ddoptioa: now tfaSa ado^ 
tion IS ekber begun hi this iife» or penrffeAed in t^4^ 
world tocome, wlrtn we ffiaM receive all the ^mV 
Itge^ of tou9» 

fe^il^tfication fbllo^ adoption*: nd (bowar atcr 
^e fona, bilf #e recdite tfee mk^ of oar heatenly 
Fachdr:iir£ndtfidatk>brtllemifnnerofit]sHth«is: , 

L Ttel^irk\f«b]kiil«'arprin<^df fjlhrstyal^^ 
02 
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life: the fcripture fbmettmes calls it « feed, feme^ 
times a fpring or fountain, fometimes the life of 
Cbrift, becaufe it is conveyed unto us by the fpirii 
of Chrift, by means of our union with Cbrift. What 
name foever we givfc it, we may not conceive it to 
be a new faculty added unto thofe which are iit 
Qien by natifre, but an improvement of thofe abili* 
ties to work fpiritua}ly as they did naturally before 
regeneration : hence it is that a regenerate man in 
fcripture is faid to walk after the fpirii^-^To be led 
pjf ihe/pirity^TQ waUc in tbejpirit. 

9. From this fountain fpring all thofe habits 
of fpiritual grace, which are feverally dillinguiflie4 
by the naines of faith, hope, love. Although to 
ibeak properly, they are but the diverfifications of 
tnat fpiritual principle within us, diftinguil^ied bv 
thcle names. 

8. From thefehabits^f grace abiding in uSj^pro- 
«:eed fpiritual motions and operations. And as it i$ 
with natural habits, fo it is with fpiritual, they are 
much encreafed and firengthened by the ufe and 
exercife of them, and are as much weakened by 
difafe, and negle£l of fuch an exercife. 

The excellency of this privile|[e ^ppe^rs in thefe 
particulars: 

1. This is our glory and.i»eauty^ eyen glorificat 
tion begun: what greater glory thj^l to be like 
unto God ? We are changed from the fame image, 
JFrom glory to glory j every degree of gmce is glory ^ 
and the perfeaion of glory jn peaven confifts chiefly 
In the perfection of grace. 

2. This will give us abundance of fweet peace* 
From whence come troubles, and doubts of God -^ 
favour and love. Is it not fetne guilt or decay 
here ? Is .it not our fecret dalliance with fome 
known fin ? On the other fide, what ^as FauPs 
rejoicing ? Hezekiah'^ peace ? The ope cried, that 
ir^^aU (incerity and fimplicity he had bis converfar 

. tion ampng men ; the other. Lord remember I have 
walked hetofe thee iiprightly : not that this was tlie 
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gfoupd of their peftce, for that only is free |;nce !« 
thrift, but the means of their peace : that is acuv^ 
fed peace^ that is kept by looking to Chriii^p and yet 
loving our lufts- 

S. By this we hareGomfertable evidence of our 
juftification : nor is this a rynning. upon the eove* 
nant of works : i9 not fan3ification (the writing of 
the law in our hearts) ^ privilege of the covenant of 
|;race9 as well us juftification ? and ^an the evidence 
mg of onie privilege by another, be a ninniog upon 
the covenant of works ? Qb i confider» how many 
(eyangelical promifes are maide to perfons inveftea 
with fuch and f|ich graces ! As of poverty, moum^ 
jog, meeknefs. And to what end, bDt that every 
one may take, and be affured of his portion mt« 
pifefted particularly therein ? Surely none are Juf* 
tified but they are fanQified ; or if not fan£lined^ 
they are not Juftified. 

Glorification is the Iftft in execution of God^ji 
Internal purpofe : and herein we are made partakers 
of thofe endlefs and unutterable joys, whidb neither 
pye bathfeen, nor ear b^tb begird, ppr the heart of 
ftny man cQqceivpd. 



#f Jitttiw in General. 

SECT. L 

0/ the Equity of Dutie$. 

JN O fboner is the foul tranflated into the ftate 
of grace, and crowned- with thofe glorious privi- 
leges, but immediately it cries out, O Lord, what 
ihalildo for thee? How (hall I live to thee? 
Good reafon the foul ihould now give up herfelf 
to Chrift, for (he knows (he is not her own, but 
Phri(l's. Can there be f4cb a heart in ^ny cbriftian. 
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« to cmitime Ui ,fiiw becaufe fi> much gracehatli 
•bounded ? Oh do ! ^' Tbe love of Cbriftjconftrakflrs 
^g ((aijththe jrpoftle) becaufe we thusiudge»— !f bat 
he died for all^ that they which live, joould not live 
vnlp thuaklwsp but uotoiiixa which died ^. them» 
aad rofe ag^io/' There i$ a principle of lo»e ja the 
tiearUof l:«liever&9 and thisiove of Cbrift conftraini 
them to liv^e to Cfarift c ye am a chofen generatioo^ 
a i^fal prieAbood, a holy datiosi^ a peculiar people^ 
Ihat ye fliottJdrfluw fordi the praifes of Chrift^whtt 
b»th called yon oin of 4ar]aief$ loto bi$ xuaivdlovi 



jBtTf , magi wkit «r6 fliefe duties 46 Mf LoM f 
Or ivfiat am t)iefe dafitfa iff ft«eiilfeive« ? 

Iv AH fft^ dfit{^&4f ilMa ar<» liotMn^ Ht all utotO 
Ood : t^ni^am ^ pMAtiAfl^ «tif«€^^, a^ htf that 
is wife can be profitable unto llfmlelf ? 1« it any 
pleafure to the j^Xmighty^ that thou art righteous f 
Or is it gain to hinit thar (hiOu makeft tny ways 

SerftSHJ IS ihov be rJ|hteQU^, what giteft thou 
im > ^ 1fv<hM reMi v«#« h^ ifotal (^^ h*i^ AH 
the fervice of men and angels, though they run 
parallel with the lopgeft lines of eternity, are no 
iufficient recompenci foi' Itfjr foul's deliverance ; 
when we have done alls fiill we oauft fay, we are 
unpro6table fctV&tSl^. 

2. All our duties of man, are in fome refpeft 
Mml : ^ &hri(ttafis may diftingiii(h betweeil[ tlTat 
whii^h IP the fpirit, in wmk^ after reif ovation^ aiftl 
the^ wbok work aftef tbeji bave- dene it r liair ^U 
llioii^ the motibi^ and ajiftaifoft^f the tfAAt im 
aiife,rbo]y,.aifd wtthptK jkiun' ni tbe fpfftn^r- to^ wify 
mitfetf^ yetb}9that^tirileibele' nmftion# ai«d'aflift<i» 
foctf have paffed tHraajgh tb« elkiiMlto of A6ti 
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h«8r»i> wii have been misedr with their riiftiiifc^d 
csoiraptbiie i» doing, eVeff^ the whole work thtriAif 
tteeomtrpoHufed/' if tilif be jTo^ that ourbeff 
rKompence to Chrift for hie loves^ be unprofitabld 
tohim^ andinfulat*d'one bf man; whafe Aali f 
fagr ^ Now muft I caif f mjftlf to my Rodeeiner I 



I 



SSCT/ HI. 
€^ the Healing of JhUks. 



DARE not butobejr; though all the duties in the 
world ar/p infuffiqient tp^recoqapence thofe bowels 
of God's mercies in Cbriib^ I muft not therefore 
caft away du^i^s. It is true,; I cannot but fin in 
all I do,, my beft; duties are tainted and mingled 
with fin : but will it follow, that becaufe I cannot 
be more cleaq, therefore I muft be more filthy than 
needs ? Nay^ Q my fouU.if thoii art married to that, 
bridegroom Chrift> duties and all things e)fe are 
clean to. thee. There is an healing of duties if we 
be in Chrift. Certa;inly that fruit which cometh 
from ^ root of faith, muft needs, be good fruit. '* I 
believe,. tjiereforeffpeak," faith thePfalmift: O 
my^ fouU canftthou faji^? Ibelieve, therefore I pray ; . 
rbqlieve, therefore IlanSify the ^fOrd's day; I be- 
lie veju therefore I do all dptics of obedience. Thy 
obedience then is the fruit of paradife, for it grows, 
on^the very tree of life, Chrift is the fun of righte-^ 
oufnefs, that arifeth witb> healing in his wings : 
Chrift is that fun, that by his heat of love extra£ls 
all the fin out of thy duties, and fo thy duties are 
healed ; the fpiritual part of them being prefented 
by the interceflion of Chrift^ and the defe£ts cover- 
ed by the righteoufiiefs of Chrift. 

2. But how (hould r know'tbat ChHil thus taiee^ 
my duties and heals them^ and mingles tben^ with?* 
bis own tncenfe, and carries them in unto Gbd^the 
Father? 
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DUd thoa neveriad a fpiritual firecom« ddWfl/ 
M it were» upon thy heart in dutyr ojt after duty ? 
In the times of the old teftamenti if they offered 
up a facrifice, and a material fire came down from 
heaven, and burnt up the ^acrificei it was a certain 
teftimpny that the facrifice was accepted : now in 
the times of the gofpel» we muft not expe£l material 
fire to come down upon our duties $ but hath the 
Lord at any time caufed an inward and (piritual 
fire to fall down upon thy heart, warming the fpirit 
in duty ? There the Lord fpeaks thus much to 
thee, that thy facrifice is turned into alhesi and it 
is accepted by Jefus Chrift. « ^ 

"This fire iuues from the blood and ititerdeffioiis 
of Chrift, our great High-Prieft i it is the efficacy of 
his blood, and power of his glorious intefceffion 
thatj when thou feeleft any good in duties^ doth at 
that very inftant prevail with God the f athet fof 
what thou feeleft : fay then, do 1 now in this ordi'^ 
nance, o.r in this duty, feel my heaft warmed, or 
ikvingly affeded ? Oh ! I fee the Lord Jefus who . 
fits in glory at the right hand of God, how remem* 
bers me a poor worm on earth ; now I feel the fruit 
of his fpirit, power, grace» comfort, prefence^ fweet* 
nefs ; now 1 tafte, I drinks I enjoy, and am abiin« 
dantly fatisfied with his rivers of pleafures ; and if 
this prefence of Chrift be fo fweet^ what is himfelf 
then ? O my foul, if ever thoti doft thus relifli the 
blood and fpirit of Chrift upon thy fpirit in duties^ 
go thy way, and give glory to God. 

SECT. IV. 

^0 . Rejzng in Duties* 

.ND yet be weary, O my foul ! It was Luther's 
iiaying, take heed not only of thy fins, but alfo of 
thy duties: couldft thou defire and pray till hea- 
ven and earth (hook, till thou hadft wornthy tongue 
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to the ftumps ; couldft thou faft till thy jlkin and 
bone cleave together; couldft thou purpofe with re*' 
folution to be better ; couldft thou reform thy heart» 
bead, life, tongue, fome, nay, all (ins ; coulilft thau 
live like an atigeJ, (bine like a fun, walk up and 
down the world like a diftreffed pilgrim > couldft 
thou die teri thoufand deaths, lie in hell fo many 
millions of years, as there are piles of grafs on 
the earth, or fands on the fea-fliore, or ftars in hea- 
ven ; I tell thee, not one fpark of God's wrath 
againft thy fins, can be quenched by all tbefe duties^ 
Dor by any of thefe forrows or tears. 

It was Auftin -§ faying, though it founds harfli» 
that repentance damns more than (in ^ meaning, 
thoufands did perifli by refting therein. 

But how (hall any man know, that he refts in his 
• duties? 

By thefe figns following : 

1. It is a (ign that a man refts in his duties^ if he 
> never found it a hard matter to come out of his 

duties : if thou canft not tell the time when thea 
didft reft ini duties, and didft groan to be delivered 
\ from thefe entanglements, thou baft juft caufe to 
fear. 

2. It is a (ign that a man refts in duties, if he 
exceedingly prize the bare performance of duties: 
thofe duties that carry thee out of thyfelf unto 
Chrift, make thee to- prize Chrift. Now tell me, 
doft thou glory in thyfelf ? Deft thou fay, ^'Iwas 
before ignorant, hard-hearted, but now I underftand 

I better, now I can forrow for my fins, I can pray 

I with fome life?" Alas, poor foul! thefe things 
do argue only the fpirit of God breathing on thee, 
not dwelling in thee. If thou refteft here, if thou 
thus enhancetb the price of duties, then do I pro- 
nounce from God, that thou doft reft in duties: 
Thefe things {(B\ih Paul) I accounted gain, u e. before 
bis conver(}on, but now I account them lo/s. This 
is the reafoo why a child of God commonly after 
I his prayers doubts much of God's love towards 
^ S , P / 
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l)i|li : ^iier^iks another man that falU Aort of him, 
nltf^r (q mwh as quefiioirs his eftate: the firft 
fjBc^jh piiicb vUenefs in his beft doties, and fo judg- 
qf^ niei^nly of biaafelf ; but the other is ignorant of 
^Jny ftfgh vilcn^fs^ and therefore efteems highly 

; ^. It is a fign that a man refts in his duties, if he 
9i9irer came to be fenfible of their povertf, and utter 
eRiptinefs of any good in them. Didft thou never 
ttpl ihjrfelf in this manner ? ^' Oh ! I am ignorant 
9$ $Piy.beiift, as vile as any ^evil ; what a neft of (i^ 
and rebellion works in my heart ? I once thought, 
at Iraft my heart and defires were good, but now I 
tfip\ no fpiritual life. O dead heart \ I am the poor* 
eft^ bafeft and blindeft creature that ever lived !'* 
If tbou tiever feele(l tbyfelf tbu;» tboa never cameft 
out of thy duties, 

4. It is a fign that a m^n refts in his (luttes^ if he 
gain ^o evctaigelical righteoufnefs by ^uties, i. e. if 
hp pri^e not> defire not, delight not in union with 
^ip i.ord Jdfus Chrift. Hence a child of God afka 
himfelf after fermon, after prayer, after facrament, 
ii^hat have I gained of Chrift ? J^^ve I got more 
knowledge of Chrift i More admiring of the Lord 
Jefusi Chrift i Have my affe6iions been raifed, my 
graces a^ed, my foul rf freftied with the delights of 
Chrift ? Qo the contrary, a carnai heart, that refts 
in his duties^ aiketh only, what have I done ? / 
Ihauk Gofiy (faith the Pharifee) / am no( as other 
m^ are^-^I faji twice in the week, I give (ithes of 
all thai I pqffefs: fo I pray, and hear, and reform, 
^nd forrow for fin, therefore I (hall be faved ? No 
fuph matter : let a man have a bucket of gold^ doth 
h^ think to get water, becaufe he hath a bucket ? 
Na» np,be muft let it down intq the well, and draw 
Up ^ater with it : fo muft thou let do^n all thy 
duties into the \jxtA Jeius Chrift, and draw lif^,and 
lights arid grace from his fulnefs, otherWife thou 
fhalt periib without Chrift. Oh 1 that the minrfters 
otf Chrift would become fbns of thunder in this 
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matter ! Manf liat^e btid experience of GhriiTs en^ 
lafgifig the coHifnoii. gifts of his fpirit; bat what 
have th^y felt of Gbrift's reoewing> faiiQifying and 
bealing .their luiis? Ob I it is^ far more comfortaUe^ 
to fiqd. Chrift's power melting thy heart for fin^ 
mortifying thy Ipfts,. quickening thee to bolinefe^ 
than.tiOf find tea tboufand enlarg^meats in holy per-* 
^drm^nces. 



yN^^^.^^ 



SECT. V. 

Of the Use and tlnds of Duties. 

lND cauft thon not, O my foaU be faved by tb^ 
duties ? To what end then fliouldft thou pray ; or 
heat, or forrow, or repenty or meditate, or examine ^ 
I anfwer, 

\. That hereby you riidy exprefs obedience to' 
Ood's will ; rejoice eyermorc, pray without ceafing; 
k) every thing give thanks^ for this is the will of 
God in Chrift Jefus cojKr^ming yo^. 

2. That God, the Father of our Lord Jefu^ 
Cbrift, may be bofloured by the performance of 
fhefe, duties : herein is my Father glorifiedj thttt 
gou bear much fruit. Abraham believed, and gave' 
God glory. So we fbould pray, and meditate, ati^ 
hear, all (hould tend to the glory of God. 

3. That duties may be as evidences of Oo4*s love 
to them who are in Chrift Jefus : they cannot fave^ 
but they let the foul id to Qhrid^ and follow and 
accompany fi^cb a man as (hall be faved. Duties' 
bring you in to Chrift* and are evidences when yoi| 
are in Cbri({, that the l^otA and mercy is yours ; 
evidn as at the facfament, the elements of bread and 
#ind aito outward figns to brin^ Ghrift and the 
heart to^tl^r. Indeed the heart mufl: not reft 
}ffi tbefe figfis ; but when th6 foul is let into Chrift, 
$hea' fiafttfa maS^ &t* ro^ the outward elements^ and 
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treat immediately with the Lord Jefus. So grace 
and duties are inward ligns; and while men make 
ufe of them only, as iigns and means to let them 
come in unto Chrift, and their rejoicing is not in 
them, but in Chrift ; their confidence^ is not pitched 
upon them, but upon Chrift ; there will be no dan* 
ger at all in making fuch ufe of iigns; neither is it 
more derogatory to free grace, or to Chrift's honour, 
for God to make fuch tSe&s figns of our union 
with him, than it was to make outward figns of his 
prefence : it is true, thefe are pot full teltimonies 
without the fpirit of Chrill. 

4. That they that exercife diitiejs rpay obtain the 
promifes: Godlinefs is profitable unto all things 
(faith the apoftle) having the promifes of the Ufe 
that now is, and of that which is to come. There 
are many promifes fcattered up and down in the 
word, and hereby if God be not a debtor unto thee, 
yet he is to himfelf, and to his own faithfulnefs. — ? 
** Thou, Lord, payeft debts, and owcft none ; it 
*^ was free for thee before thou h^d(l promifed» 
** whether to give me heaven, or no; but now the 
^' word is out of thy mouth, I ufe duties as means, 
*^ though I adhere only to. thee, and to thy faithful* 
" nefs, who has promifed." Duties are confidcred, 
firiV, as fervices, in refpe£l of the command ; and 
fecondly, as means to obtain bleflings at God's 
hands, in relation to his promife : now mod in the 
world perform duties a^ a£tsof obedience only, and 
fo reft in the prefent performance ; but if we do 
them in faith, we (hould have an eye to the promife, 
and look on duties as means to obtain fome mercy ; 
yea, falvation itfelf at God's hands, Phil. ii. 12. 
Rom. X. 10. 2 Cor. vii. 10. I Pet. i. 9. 

But is not this to be faved by duties? 

No: for herein, we fpeak not of duties originally, 

but inftrumentally, and with relation to the Lord 

■■< Jefus Chrift ; not as meritorious caufes, but ag 

Subordinate means of our falvation in the name 

of Chrift : the beft of duties, in their own natures^ 



Digitized by 



Google 



(117) 

are but mere empty pits, and dry channels, though 
Dcver fo curioofly cut out ; but Chrift fills them. 

5. Thatthefe duties may turn to our comforts. 
Not fo, as to put confidence in them, to take com* 
fort from them as caufes $ that cannot be, for who 
can look upon any thing be doth with that boldnefs? 
Sut as the tefiimony of God's love to us ; and as 
the means of confolation ? Thus Hezekiab, not as 
aproud Pharifee, but as a thankful acknowledger 
Qt what was in him, prayed, " I befeech thee, O 
" Lord, remember me, how I have walked before 
** thee in truth, and with a perfeS heart, and have 
^* done that which is good in thy fight." We may 
therefore take comfort from duties, not fo as to reft 
in them, but as a means, and fo as to praife God 
thereby. 

6. That others might receive good and glorify 
God, Thefe things are good, and profitable unto 
men (faith the apoftle) ; and Let your light fojiiine 
before men, that they may fee your good works, and 
glorify your Father which is in heaven. Chrift 
doth not here encourage vain-glory, but he pro- 
pounds the true ends of our vifible holinefs, Hierom 
ftiid of Auguftine, that he loved Chrift dwelling iit 
Auguftine: fo ought we to walk, that others may 
love Chrift dwelling in us. There is an exhortation 
to wives, io to walk that their huft^ands may be 
won to the Lord : fweet foul, it may be, thou prayeft 
for thy hufband in a carnal condition ; thou defireft 
him to go to hear fuch a minifter, fuch a fermon ; 
go on in thefe duties, adding this to the reft : fee 
that thy life a! fo may convert hitn. 

7. That duties may carry us to the Lord Jefus 
Chrift : he alone is able to fave them to the utter- 
moft that come unto God by him, (i, e.) in the ufe 
of the means. Hear a fermon to carry thee to the 
LordJefus; fa ft and pray; and get a full tide of 
afFe£lions in them, to carry thee to Jefus Chrift, 
(i. e.) \o get more love of him, more acquaintance 
with him, more union in him, and communion with 
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to carry tbec lo ihd ark of the Lpfd jefus Chrift, 
where only thepe is reft : \S (he bad MVcf utfcd her 
wingSy tbc had fslten into thd waters; and if fbd 
had not reMlroed to the ark, flie had found no reft. 
So, if ih6u ibak u(e no duties, but caft theoi all off» 
tboti art fttfe iopct'iQi ; ^rkl if they convey thee ncPt 
to Chrift, thou mayeft He down in forFow. 

B. That the JLord ChrHl may btl cxafteld, an* 
advanced by duties. The main etid of duties, h> 
the gtoi^y of hifiv who hath ledeenried u« with thift 
j^rice ^i his bl<u!)d> amd th^ power of hia fptrit ; thia" 
fets the crown on hi» heid^ How tnany portel«nlP 
duties, not to fet the crown on Chrifi's head ? Biid 
this ia the main tnd of right obedience* that the 
crown may be fet on Chrift's head, that he vi^ho ia* 
King! of faints, may have the hoDoirr given him^ 
due to his kingly office. O my foul, in refpeS of 
all thofc efnds, ufe a«d exercife duties, but be fure 
of Chrift in all, above all, more th'an all ; Oh ! Jet 
Ghri(^ have the crown feft.oli his held, give hinfi all 
the glory, Caft* not away duties, hut caft them 
down af the feet of Jefus Chrift, as' the twentj^-four 
elders caft their crowns, faying, thou art w6rtby, O 
Lord, to receive glory, and honour, and power: foT 
thou baft" created ail things (all duties) and for thy 
pleafure they arc and were created. , 

And yet let n^e warn you of ond da^erotKS faare : 
fome think if they fetch in their comfort by duties j 
as by prayer', meditation, &c. that then it would' 
be a comfort only of their ownhanimering out, and 
not the genuine joy of the Holy Ghoft'. A defperate 
miftake; they fel the workings of God's fpirit and 
their ow'n fpirit in oppofition, when their fpirit- 
T&i6' ftaftd in fubordination to God's : God's fpirit 
ttftiaUy works our comforts, by fetting our own fpi- 
fits^hvork upon the promifes^ and by raifirt^ oui^ 
tHmrgJits to the objeQs of out comforts* And yet 
]» deny not, that if any fiiould fo think to work 
out bis Qomibrta by meditation, prayer^ reading, the 
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w<Hrd> as to itteaipt the urork in hit pwn firen^tb^ 
ancj do not all b fubordinatioD to Godi ^nd the fpii- 
riit's gffiftance« tjbe comforc vrill be nothing but va<- 
mty, a comfart indle^d of their vowo bacnmeringout;. 



SECT. VI. 

iJlf the effential Reqitifites in Duties, 



B. 



JUT Tvhat are they we call duties ? Or what are 
thofe eSentia) requifite^ in duties? Maiiy by dutiea 
intend nothing but that which is external, as com- 
ing to the church and receiving facratnentB.- 

I anfwer^ thefe are like cloaths upon a dead 
man, that cannot warm him, becaufe there is no 
life within. The (buiof all duties is that which is 
internal ; in which refpefi three ingredients are ne- 
eeflfary, viz. 1. That they be from God, 2. through 
God, and S. to God. 

1. Frpm God: it is of the y^xy effence of a 
duty, that it be commanded by God. Look to 
this in thy duties, know the commiinds, and do 
them, becaufe they are commanded t if thou doft 
them, and yet knoweft not that God commands 
them, this is no true obedience; or if thou knoweft 
they are commanded, but yet doO them not becaufe 
they ^re commanded, neithqr is this obedience 
to God. In all duties rightly performed, there 
muft be a knowledge of, and an eye to the will of 
Qpd, Rom. xii. 2. Eph. v. 17. 

' 2* Through God, i. e. 1. Through the fpirit, who 
dojth. fpirituallze them. 2. Through Chrift, who 
pi^f^tjS them and makes them acceptable to Dod« 
V (i^ ipirough the fpirit of God : now the fpirit 
Vrbrl(a.on our fpirits to the performance of our 
duties : and therefore look how nciuch there is of 
the Holy Spirit i^ duty, fo far it is fan^tiged, fo ht 
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it is accepted, and no further. God is my witnejif 
{faith Paul) whom I feroe with my Jpirit in the gof- 
pel of his Son. - In every fervice we perform, our 
fpirit ftirred up by God's fpirir, muft needs have a 
hand in it, or it is but the carcafe of aright fervice : 
the foul, will, and aSe£lioas muft go together 
with our duties, (that I mean by our fpirit*;) or the 
vitals are wanting, if a man come to confefs his 
fins, and yet flights them inwardly in his heart ; if 
a man pray for reconciliation with God, and y^t 
have no longing in his heart after it ; if he a(fc grace, 
or the fpirit of mortification, and yet his heart doth 
liot inwardly feek it ; he prays not in the fpirit^ and 
therefore God will not accept it. 

(2.) Through Chrift : for Cbrift perfeas, per- 
fumes, and prcfents our duties to his heavenly Far 
ther: as duties come from us, they favour of flefh, 
but the angel of the covenant mingletb incenfe with 
them, and fo he offers them upon the golden altar, 
which is before the throne. Here is fweet comfort, 
O my foul : what though thy duties are weak, and 
cold, and confufed ; yet through Chrift they arp en- 
livened with his intei-ceffory fpirit : through Cbrift 
they are, perfumed with the precious odours of his 
frefh bleeding merits^ and blefled mediation, and 
fo they are made acceptable to God, that be may 
receive them. 

Obfervc here a double interceflbr : 
.One is the fpirit, that helps our infirmities : 

The other is Chrift^ that makes them acceptable 
to God. 

3. To God : that is, to fet forth his glory: for as 
his name is blafpheitied when we walk in wicked* 
nefs, fo it is glorified in doing our duties. This 
is the end of all our duties, indeed of all our doings r 
whether ye eat or drink, or whatfoever ye do, do all 
to the glory of God. One duty fandtifying Chrift 
in the heart, is more than a thoufand. Young 
chriftians, it may be, do more works, but not as 
works of grace; the more evangelical our wotks 
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are, and the more to God, the better they are : 
vre are of the circumcifion^ who rejoice in the 
Lord Jefus, worfliip God in the fpirit^ and have 
no confidence in the flefh. 



®f g)el^Berttal 



SECT. I. 

Of the Nature of Self Denial. 

OELF-DENIAL is a total, thorough, utter abne- 
gation of a man's own ends, councils, afFeflions, 
and a whole profirationof himfelf, and of all that is 
thus under Chrift Jefus. And thus we have the 
meaning of Chrift, If any man will come after me^ 
let him deny himfelf. fi. e,J Let him lay fide his 
own wifdom as an empty lamp, his own will as an! 
evil commander, his own imaginations as afalfe' 
rule, his own aflFe£lions as corrupt counfellors, and 
his own ends as bafe and unworthy marks to be 
aimed at. Let him deny himfelf, whatfoever is of 
himfelf, within himfelf, or belonging to himfelf, as 
a corrupt and carnal man; let him go out of himfef^ 
that he may come to me ; let him empty himfelf, 
that he may be capable of me, and that I may reign 
and rule within hicn. As in Jofeph's dream, the 
fun, moon, and the eleven ftars did obeifance to 
him, and all the fheaves in the field to his flieaf ; 
fo in the regenerate man, all the fupernatural gifts' 
and graces, all the moral endowments and abilities, 
all the natural powers and faculties of the foul, with 
aH the members of the body, and all the labours qf ' 
the life, and whatfoever elfe, miift do obeifance, 
add be made fiibjisa unto Jefus Chrift. And this 
is tiiife felf-detiiaK' 
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SECT. 11. 

Of the Denial of SinfuUfelf 

J/ IRST, we muft deny finful-felf, and this we are 
to deny fimply and abfolutcly, whether it be the 
whole body of corruption and concupifcence ; of 
thofe perfonal corruptions which we in our particu- 
lars are more notably carried unto. 

i: We are abfoluteiy to deny the whole body of 
corruption and concupifcence : we are to mortify 
and fubdue, to crucify and to revenge the blood of 
Chrift againft this fin. This is the meaning of 
the apollle, mortify your members which are upon 
earth, fornication, uncleannefs, inordinate affeftion, 

evil concupifcence. Now for the denying or 

mortifying of this concupifcence, obferve thefe di^ 
reftions.— 

' J. Befenfible of it, cry out, Oh ! wretched man 
that I am, who {hall deliver me from the body of 
this death ? 

2* Endeavour we to get a willing heart to have 
this fin mortified : 

3. Be we peremptory in denying the requefts 
of concupifcence, bar up the doors, give it no audi- 
ence : fo Chrift gave Jreter a peremptory denial 
when he would have, perfuaded him from his pafr 
(ion, faying, Get thee behind me y fat aiu 

4. Take we pains to mortify this fin. I run not 
in vain as one that beats the air: that is, I take 
pains, but not in vain \ I take no more pains than 
\ muft needs, if I took any lefs, I could not come 
to that I am at :, the lefs pains we take in fubduing 
this corruption, the more will it increafe ^ we mul^ 
ufe the means God hath appointed, as the word, 
and praying, and fafting, and watching, and weep- 
ing, and piourning; Xo ihefe I tnay add covenant^ 
find vows : provided that, 1. They be of things law- 
ful. 2. That we eft^em them not as duties of abfolute 
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ti^ceffity, and 3. That we bind not ourfelves pef* 
pelually, left our vows become burthens to us j 
if we wiJl vow, let us but vow for a time, that when 
the time is expired, we may either^enew or let 
them ceafe, as neceflity requires. 

5. Labour we to get the affiftancc of the fpirit 
ofChrift. The wind bloweth where it lifteth, 
(i. e.) the fpirit worketh where it lilleth j yet this 
hinders not, but that the fpirit may lift to blow ia 
the ufe of the means. — Surely there are means to 
get the fpirit, and to hinder the fpirit ; the fpirit 
may be won or loft, in the doing, or not doing thefe 
things. 

1. If we would have the fpirit, then we muft 
know the fpirit ; we muft fo know him, as to give 
him the glory of the work of every grace: th6 
want of the knowledge of Chrift's fpirit is the very 
reafon why men receive not the fpirit. The firft 
means to have the fpirit, is to know the fpirit, that 
we may give him the glory of every grace. 

2. If we would have the fpirit, take heed that 
we queoch not the fpirit ; I mean not, by quenching 
the fpirit, a quite putting of it out : but 1. A grow- 
ing carelefs and remifs in the duties of religion : 2. 
A not cherifliing every good motion of the Tpirit ill 
our hearts. 

3. If we would have the fpirit, take heed that 
we grieve not the fpirit; let us not drive him by 
our fins out of the temples of our fouls, difturb 
him hot in his gracious and comfortable operations 
there, but fo demean ourfelves that he may ftay 
in our fpirits, and manifeft, without any eclipfea 
or interruptions, his fweet and powerful prefence 
within us. 

We are abfolutely to deny thofe perfonal corrup- 
tions which we are more notably carried unto. 
Now for the denying and mortifying of this fin 
(whatfoever it may be) obferve thefe direftiona.— ^ 
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1/ Labour we to fee the difeafe; no man will 
Teejc for cure, except he fee the difeafe ; the figKt 
of the difeafe is half the cure of it. Endeavour we 
to find out what is our fpecial fin. 

2, Abftain we JFrom all beginnings and occafipns 
of this fin : quench it at firft , if we cannot put out 
a fpark, how (hould we put out a flame ? If we get 
not the mattery over the firft motion to fin, how (ball 
we overcome it when it is brought to maturity ? 

3. Turn we our delights to God^ and Chrift, 
an4 heavenly things : there is ^o true felf-denial^ 
that is only privative; a man cannot leave his earths 
|y-roindednefs, but prefently be muft b^ Ji^avenly- 
liiinded ; as a man cannot empty a veiTel of water, 
but prefently air v^ill come in its place : fo a man 
canpot deny finful-felf, but grace will immediately 
cnter^^ and take pofleffionof his heart. And Oh! 
when it is thus, when the intentions of our niin^ 
which we fpent upon vanities, are now drawn into 
prayer and meditations, then lufts wither. 

4* L^hour after fprther difcoveries of Ghrifi;. 
Believe more, and depend more upon Chrift ; yea, 
let us trade immediately with Chrift, for. Chrift 
1$ the only agent in the work of felf-denial. Mif- 
take not, I do not fay, that we are mere paftiyes in 
felf-denial ; in our progrefs we are workers toge- 
ther with Chrift : and therefore it is faid, that we 
purge ourfelves, and that we purify Ourfelves^ and 
that we, by the fpirit mortify the deeds of the flefti, 
becaiife Chrift ftill in going on to purge us, and 
mortify our lufts, doth it by ftirring up our graces:, 
and ufeth therein a£ts of our faith, and love, and 
many motives and confiderations . to do it. Let 
us therefore ufe all means required, but above 
all, let us bring our hearts to be mojci mi more, ac* 
quaint^d with Chrift. 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



( 125 ) 

SECT. m. 

Of the Denial of our external Relations. 

QECONDLY, we muft deny natural-felf: and 
this we muft deny only conditionally, and upon 
fuppofition of God's call. 

1. We are conditionally to deny our external 
relations ; to this purpofc, (faith Chrift) If any man 
Cometh to me, and hateth not father^ and mother^ 
and children and brethern, and wiJCy and fijters — 
he cannot be my difciple. Not that religion teaches 
or endures a faint to break the ties of religion, or 
nature ; you fee it puts in a plea againft fuch un- 
naturalnefs, honour thy father and mother. 

Relations' are the bleffings of God : they are 
God's gifts, and beftowed on the faints in a way 
of promife- They are the loving tokens which 
Chrift fends to our fouls, that fo he might draw 
our loves to him again ; and hence it is lawful and 
comn^endable to rejoice in them in their way, and 
efpecially to lift up our fouls in thankfgiving to 
God for them ; for every creature of God is good 
(much pore the children of our loins, and wives of 
our bofoms) if received with thankfgiving. 

Yet we muft deny them for God in thefe cafes. — 

1. If they retard us in the way to Chrift, if they 
entice us to make baitings in our runnings through 
fire and through water to the Lord Jefus. If our 
deareft relations (hould beckon us out of the way, 
or retard us in the way to Jefus Chrift, we mull 
not refpefl father or mother, we muft not acknow- 
ledge our brethren, nor know our own children. 
And Chrift giyes the reafon, he that loveth father 
or mother more than me, is not worthy of me : and 
he that loveth f on or daughter more than mCy is not 
worthy of me. A mah (hould love father and mo; 
ther,and a man will love fon and daughter, for love 
defcends rather than afcends ^ but itany man love 
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father or mother, or fon or daughter, more than 
Chrirt;he is not fit to be a difciple of Chrift. 

2. If they draw contrary ways, Chrift drawing 
one way, and relations drawing another way. In 
this cafe, as Chrift faid, If a man hate not fathevy 
and mother, a?id wife, and children^ and brethren^ 
and fillers ; yea, and his own life alfo, he cannot be 
my difciple. If any man hate not, (i. e.) if a man 
renounce not all carnal affedlioD, if a man be not 
difpofed (where thefe loves are not incompatible) 
to hate father, and mother, and all for the love of 
Chrift, he cannot belong to Chrift. Thefe two 
cafes may be fummed up thus ; if oqr relations do 
either retard our way to Chrift, or draw us from 
Chrift, in thisfenfe they ought to be forgotten. 

The directions of felf-denia] in refpeft of our 
relations, are thefe : 

1. Let us have them^ as if we had them not: 
This is the expreflion of the apoftle; The time is 

Jhorty it remains, that both they that had wives, be 
as though they had none, and they that weep as they 
that wept not, and they that rejoice as if they rejoiced 
not. — 1. The time is ffiort: the apoftle here alludes 
to fea-faring men thathavealmoft done their voyage, 
and begin to ftrike fail, and are eyeo putting into 
the harbour ; fo it is with us ; our time is fliort, as 
foon as we begin our voyage, we are ready to 
ftrike fail. — 2. It reniains that both they that have 
wives, be as though they had none, 8^c. {q-d,) You 
that are ready to caft anchor, trouble not yourfelves 
about thefe things, but rather be ye ftedfaft, gird 
up the loins of your minds, let your care be the 
gfeateid for heaven j and as for thefe outward rela- . 
tions,'be as if thou had none, or think as Toon as 
you are afliore, you fti^ll have none ; do not glut 
yourfelves, but moderate your hearts in all fuch 
comforts as thefer 

2. Let us refign up all to God. This we have 
dotie, and this we miift do ft HI. — 1. This we have 
done in that (day when we made pur bargain for 
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Chrift. Every foul that comes to Chrift, parts with 
all to buy that pearJ, and in felling all, he fells not 
only his corruptions and lufts, but his father, mo- 
ther, wife, children, all relations conditionally. 2. 

This we muft do ftill ; we muft give up all to God • 
we and they, and all muft be at the command of 
Chrift, at the pleafure of God and Chrift 5 indeed 

nothingis properly called ourownbutGodandChrift; 
all other things are God's gifts, lent of God, and 
therefore (as occafion is) we muft give up all to 
God again. 

3. Let us imitate them (as occafion is) who for 
Chrift's fake have a£tually parted with their deareft 
relations. 

Thus did Galeacius Caracciolus the noble mar-^ 
quis of Vico : Vico was one of the paradifes of 
Naples, and Naples was the paradife of Italy, and. 
Italy is the paradife of Europe, and Europe the pa- 
radife of all the earth. Yet this marquis being 
brought to hear a fermon of Peter Martyr's, God 
pleafed fo to work upon his fpirir, that he began 
to enter into ferious thoughts, whether his way 
of Popery, wherein he Was trained, was right or 
not. — At laft, having further light let into his foul, 
his refolutions were ftronglo le^ve the court, and 
his honours, together with his father, wife, and 
children, and vvhatfoeVer vvas dear to him. Many 
grievous combats he had betwixt theftcfti and the 
fpirit when he refolved on his departure, but the 
greateft troubles were his relations : for — • 

1. As often as he looked on his father, which he 

almoft did every hour, fo often he was ftricken at 

- the heart with ufnfpeakable grief ^ his thoughts ran 

thus': " What ! And muft I needs forfake my dear 

and loving father ? And cannot I elfe have God my 

father? OW!' unhappy father of my body,* which 

iriay ftand in cohipetition with the Father of my 

foul?" ^ 

^. No lefsu^a's'he grieved in refpeEt of his wife ; 

jFpr, having no Hopethat fh« woqld renounce popery,;* 
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and. go with him> he refolved alfo for Chrift's &ke 
to leave her, and to follow Chrift; whereupon his 
thoughts ran thus : ^' And (hall I forfake my wife, 
tba only joy of my heart in this world? and that 
not for a time, but for ever ! — How many dole- 
fill days, — ^how many waking nights will ihe pafs 
aver? — " 

3« There was yet a third care, and. that was for 
Bis children ; which were fix in all. It was the 
more grief in that they were fo young, as that they 
could not conceive what it was to want a father ! 
The eldeft was fcarce fifteen, and the youngeft 
Icarce four years old : towards them his thoughts 
ran thus : ** Shall I within thefe few days utterly 
foxfake thefe fweet babes, and leave them to the 
wide and wicked world, as though they had never 
been my children, nor I their father ?—rPoor or- 
phans I what will become of you when lam gone? 
Your hap is hard, even to be fatherlefs, your father 
y^t living ! — Yet thus muft I leave you all weeping 
and wailing one with another, and I, in the mean 
time, weeping and wailing for you/* 

Thus refolved, he left his family, and went to 
Genevas who was no fooner gone, but his friends 
and family were fa aftoniflied, that nothing was 
heard or feen amongft them but lamentations. By 
hisiather's commands, and his wife's entreaties, he 
was perfuaded to fee them once, and take his jour- 
ney from Geneva^ to Vico ; having flayed a while, 
and now ready to return to Geneva, his father, at 
his. farewel, gave him many an heavy and bitter 
curfe ; his wife embraced him, and took him about 
jttje neck, befeeching^him in a mofl loving and piti- 
ful manner, that he would have care of himfeli^ of' 
his dear wife and children, and not fo willingly caf): 
them: ail away : his young children, all upon- their 
kne^s^ with arms flretched out, and hands hblden 
up, and faces fwoln with tears, cried out unto him 
to havp pity Qn them, his own bowels, and not to 
nakexbem iaUierlofa before the^time: his friends- 
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tvith heavy countenances and watery eyes looked 
on him, and though for grief they could not fpeak, 
yet every look, and every countenance, and every 
gefture was a loud cry, and a ftrong entreaty that 
he would ftay, and not leave fo ancient and noble 
a houfe in fuch a defolate cafe. But above all, 
there was one mod lamentable fight : — ^Among his 
children he had one daughter of twelve years old, 
vfho crying out amain, and wallowing in tears> fell 
down, and catching faft hold about his knees, held 
him fo hard that he could by no means (hake her 
off, and the affe6lion of a father wrought fo with 
him, as he could not offer with violence to hurt 
her : he laboured to be loofe, but (be held fafler : 
he went away, but (he trailed after, crying to him, 
not to be fo cruel, to her his own child, who came 
into the world by him: this fo wonderfully wrought 
with his nature, that he thought (as he often report- 
ed) that all his bowels rowled about within him, 
and that his heart would have burft prefently, and 
he (hould inftantly have died. — But notwithftand- 
ing all this, being armed with a fupernatural forti-' . 
tude, he broke through all thofe temptations, and 
for Chrift's fake denied all, and fo returned to 
Geneva. — rA glorious felf-denial, or a glorious de« 
nier of his natural felf. 



SECT. IV. 

Of the Denial of our fpecial Gifts. 



Wi 



E are .conditionally to deny our fpecial gifts 
and endowments : as learning, wifdom, power, or 
any other abilities of mind and body. 

Indeed, learning, wifdom, abilities, are in them- 
fclves excellent things. iEneas Silvius faid, "That 
if the face even of human learning could but be 
£ieii, it is a\ore beautiful than the morning (tar.-' 

S R 
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How much more may be faid in i^efpeft of divine 
learning, whofe fubjcft is God, and Chrift, and the 
things of God ? In this refpe£t therefore we muft 
not deny them. 

Yet wc muft deny them in thefe cafes, 

1. In refpefl: of any high thoughts of our own 
excellencies ; Be not wife in your own conceit, faith 
the apodle ; to which agrees that of Solomon, Lean 
not on thine own under/landing. 

2. In refpeS of any ufe of them according to 
the world. Of this God fpeaketh when he faith, 
/ will dejroy thewifdom of the wife, and will bring 
to nothing the underjanding of the prudent. Thus 
the apoftle triumphed, faying. Where is the wife ? 
fVhere is the fcribe ? Where is the difputer of this 
world? Hath not God made fooltji the wifdom 
of this worlds? Worldly wifdom ufually icorns the 
great myfteries of Godlinefs, fooliihnefs of preach^ 
Ing, fimplicity of the faints ; but this wifdom de- 
fcendeth not from above, (faith the apoftle) this 
wifdom is butearthly,fenfual, devilifh. — 1. Earthly, 
It minds only earthly things. — 2. Senfual; it prefers 
the pleafures of fenfe, and pleating the appetite, 
before the peace of confcience and fenfe of God's 
favour. — 3. Deviliih; for it imitates the devil in 
contriving the mifchief and ruin againft the glory of 
God, the plantation of l^is grace in the hearts of 
men : or it is devili(h, becaufe the devil ufually 
fets thofe on work that have a little more wit 
to do him fervice : he knows thev are more able and 
a£tive to quarrel, rail, flander, difgrace the truth of 
God, or miniftry of Chrift. — O poor fouls 1 how do 
you bark and fnatch at thofe hurtlefs hands, which 
would heal and bind up your bleeding fouls?--* 
O poor ideots ! what wifdom is it for you to endea- 
vour their extirpation, who are as ftaxs on the right 
hand of Chrift? They that woujd do Chrift'$ 
minifters any deadly barm;, they muft plupk them 
thence. 
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The diredions of felf-denial in refped of ous 
fpecial gifts, are thefe, — 

1. Think we foberly of ourfelves according as 
God hath dealt to every man the meafure of faith» 
We are not fober, in the apoftle's phrafe, if either 
we lake that upon us, which we have not, or brag 
of that which we have. 

2. Mind the true ends of learning, wifdom, abi* 
lities. What are thofe ends ? 1. To do God more 
excellent, and more glorious fervice. 2. To furnilh 
the foul for an higher degree, and a greater meafure 
of fanftification. 

3. Endeavour to walk before God in lowUnefs 
of mind. What ! are thy gifts more eminent than 
others ? It is the Lord that makes thee differ, and 
as God hath been favourable to thee, fo (hould his 
favours be as obligations to obedience, humility, 
xneeknefs. 

4. Remember it is not the greatnefs, but the 
well-ufing of the gift that is the glory of the receiv- 
er. It is not the having any thing, whether mucl^ 
or little ; but the^ having of Chrift with it, that 
makes it full and fatisTaftory. 

5. Obferve and weigh well, that the iffufe of 
all depends not upon the abilities of man, but upon 
the all-difpofing hand of God. The race is not tg 
thefwiftf nor the battle ta the Jlrong^ neither yet 
bread to the wife^ nor riches to men of underfiand* 
ingf AH our abilities are under Go^^^ jin-ovidence^ 
who puts an efficacy into man's abilities, even ai 
he pleafeth. . . 

6. Efteem we all abilities, gifts, kndwiedge, as 
dung and drofs io comparifon of the excellency of 
the knowledge of Chrift Jefus our Loi^d. All know-. 
Jedge, art, learning is nothing to Chrift ; there isntf 
excellency in that man'3 knowledge that knowa 
not Chrift. If we knp*v not Chrift, it is nothing if 
we know never fo much. IJF we know Chrift, it is 
enough, though we know nothing more ; enough 
indeed, for in knowing him, we have all knowledge. 
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In Chrift are hid Jill the treafures of wifdom and 
knowledge. An)ong wife men be is the choiceft 
that knows moft of Chrift ; it is Chrift that puts a 
fulnefs into our knowledge, as the fliining of the 
fun in the air puts a fulnefs of Trght into the eyes : 
Hence Paul made Chrift crucified the center and 
circumference of his knowledge, the breadth, and 
length, and depth, and heighth of his knowledge ; 
this was the fuH latitude of his knowledge, to know 
Jefus Chrift ; and this is excellent knowledge, ex- 
cellent for the author, matter fubje6l, fruits and 
eiFe£is of it : this is faving knowledge, this is life 
eternal to know thee, and him whom thou haft 
£ent. Oh ! never fpeak of learning, wifdom, gifts, 
abilities, jn comparifon of Chrift. Bernard could 
fay, " If thou writeft, it doth not relifti with me, 
unlefs I read Jefus there ; if thou difputeft, or con- 
ferreft^ it doth not relifli with me, unlefs Jefus 
found there." All learning is but ignorance in 
comparifon of the knowledge of Chrift Jefus our 
Lord: Come then, and down with all knowledge in 
this rteTp'eft ; c6me, and irubmit to that true, fpiri-. 
(ual^ experimental knowledge pf Jefus Chrift^ 

4 • •;'[,....* 



^:-' ' : ■' '.' ^ ^tcT. V. 

Of the 'Denial' of our Worldly Prof Is. 

VV Rarepomditionally to deny our cprpmon ends, 
which natiirajly n;)en purfue and f(?ek after, as,proT 
iit, pleafure^ and hbnpur. 1 iball. begin with the 

,It rouft be granted that worldly profit's, fuch as 
BouCeSj la-hds, poffefljons, ,are a bjefling of God, 
bec^uje ^they feirVe for the reffeftiinjg,. comforting, 
{upppj^tin^'of our frail* weak bodies, while we liv§ 
in this.world. ... 

Yet we muft deny tHem in thefe cafes,^— 
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1. As temptations and fnares; when they are 
cither baits. unto fin ; or when they are the fruits 
and wages of fin.. Thus^accheus denies himfelf 
in all the unjuft gain which he had gotte^. iiefti- 
tution, as h is a mod necefifary, (o it is one oi^ 
the hardefl: parts of felf-deni^l. Fnjuft g*iin is like 
abarbed arrow, it kills if it ftay within thtj body, 
and pulls the flefli away if it be drawn out, 

2. As oblations and facrifices when Chrjft. calU 
us to dedicate them unto him, then we muft deny 
them. Thus when Abraham was called from, his 

. country into a land which be knew not ^ and whea 
Daniel was called from a king's court tp a dea 
of lions ; when Mofes was called from the honours 
of Egypt, to the affll^ions of Gbd*s people ; imme-. 
diately they confulted not with flefli and blood, but 
willingly left their own comforts to pbey God's 
commands. AH we are, or have, we have it on th^is. 
coridiiion to ufe it, to leave it, to lay it out, to lay 
it down unto the hongUr of oiir matter, from whpfe 
hounty we received it. 

The direAions of felf-denialin /efpe£l . of cur 
Worldly profits, are thefe,— ' ^\ 

1. Look we on worldly profits a§ vanity, no- 
nothing. Wilt tliQufet thine eyes upon that lohich is 
noty fays Splomon, for riches certainly make them^ 
/elves wings,' they Jly away as an efjr^/e.— rObferve 
firft, that riches are not, they are nothing : iThpfc. 
things that make men great in the eye of the world* 
are nothing in the eyes of , God.— 2, Obferve^ the 
Holy Ghoft would not have f us fq rpuch as fet our 
eyes upon riches, they are hot objeSs worth the. 
looking on. — ^3. Obferve with what iridignatioahe 
fpeaks again fl: thofe that wilh fet their eyes iipba 
them, wilt thou, fet thine eyes upon that vvbich 
is not ? As if he had faid, what a vain, unreafon- 
able, fenfelefs thing is this ? — 4. Obferve, that he 
fays, their parting from us is by the way of flight,, 
that is, a fudden, fwift, and irreconcileable motioni* 
«^5. Obferve, that this flight is by the wings of an 
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eagle, which of all birds hath the mod fuddeo, the 
moft fwift, and the moft irrecoverable motion.— . 
6. Obferve, that none needs to put wings upon 
them to fly away, for they make themfelves wings; 
there is matter enough in themfclves to put them 
into a flight. Oh t that the glory of the world were 
darkened in our eyes, as one day it flial] be, that it 
might not be fo dear unto us as it is ! 

2. Confider them as inftabilities, uncertainties. 
All worldly things are like the fea ebbing and flow- 
ing ; or like the moon always increafing or decreaf- 
ing ; or like a wheel, always turning up and down. 
Such a ftory we have df Sefoftris, king of Egypt, 
who woalldhave his chariot drawn with four kings, 
and one of them had his eyes continually on the 
wheel ; vvhereupon Sefoftris afked, what he meant 
by it ? He anfwered, it put him in mind of the 
mutability of all earthly things; for I fee, (faid he) 
that part of the wheel, which is now up on high, is 
pref^ntly dpwn beneath, and that part which is now 
below, IS prefently up on high : whereupon Sefoftris 
being moved, coniidering what might be his own 
cffta'te, would never have his chariot drawn after 
that manner any more. 

i. Confider them as fnares and thorns. To this 
purpqfe cried Solomon, attis vanity and vexation of 
fpirit. — Worldlings! do you not feel this true J! 
Mark but how your worldly cares do rulh upon you 
10 .the niorning as'foon as you awake;. mark but 
how they accompany yqu in the day ; mark bqt how 
they follow you* to your beds at night ; mark but 
how they hinder your fleeps, and aflfift you in your 
dreaihs : Oh ! what fears ? What fufpicibns? What 
underrfiining one another ? What difappointments ? 
Whil'yeiations ? What a clutter of bufinefl!es 
droffiiig one the other ? What fnares and tempta- 
tiohs life in your way at every hand ? You walk all 
x!tit day long upon fnares; u{l>n dangerous fnares 
that bring much fin and .guilty and will bring much 
forrow and mifery. 
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/ 4. Confider them as fading in regard of ufe, 
which yet prove eternal in regard of punifliment. 
Oh ! what a dreadful noife is that in hell ! we have 
loft eternity, for fetting our hearts upon things that 
were but momentary. What will be thy thoughts 
at the hour of death ? It may be thefe : " Now are 
all my hopes at an end^ now I mud bid farewel to 
all my comforts, I (hall never have mirth any more ; 
the fun is fet, the feafon is at an end for all my 
comforts ; now I fee before me a vaft ocean of 
eternity, and of necefliiy I muft launch into it : O 
Lord, what provifion have I for it ?** Oh ! there is 
a thought that will rend the heart in pieces ! Oh ! 
what a dreadful (hriek will that foul give that fees 
before it that infinite ocean of eternity, and fees no 
provifion made for it ? What will it think, but here 
is an ocean of hot fcalding lead, and I muft launch 
into it, and I muft fwim naked in it for ever and 
cvet ? I know not how this word may work, but if 
it be trampled under foot, it may be within this year 
or two, it will be faid of thee, *' Such an one was 
at fuch a fermon, or read fuch a book, and learned 
that worldly profits were but momentary, but now 
he is gone :" Or it may be thou wilt fay on thy 
death-bed, ** Such a book I read, that all worldly 
profits were but momentary, 'and that I had not 
cmly a little river to fwim over, but an infinite 
ocean to launch into, and yet I would not be warn- 
ed ; and now my feafon is gone, and I am launch- 
ing into eternity^ the Lord knows what will become 
of me." 

5. Appear for God and his caufe, his truth and 

?eopIe, though the ilTue may feem dangerous. 
'husEfther did with that brave refolution of hers. 
If I pctijhy I perijh. Oh ! let not a good caufe be 
dafhed and blafted, and none have a heart to ap* 
pear for it, for fear of worldly profit. 

6. Let all go, rather than commit any fin : it 
is better to want all the profits that earth can afi^ord, 
tMn to lofe the delights that a good <:onfcience 
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win bring in. Oh I let the bird in the bread, be^ 
always kept finging, whatfoever we fufFer for it ; it 
is better we lofe all we have, than to make Ihip- 
wreck of good confcience f in this cafe we muft 
be willing to lofe alitor elfe we are loftin the ea- 
joyment of alL 



SECT. VI. 

Of the Denial of our WorUHy Pleafures. 

HE next common end which men naturally pur- 
fue, and which we miift deny, is pleafure. 

It is true, fome pleafures are lawful ; and in a 
fober, moderate, feafonable ufe of them, fcrve for 
the refrefhing, comforting and fupporting of our frail 
bodies. Yet we muft deny them iii thefe cafes, 

1. When they are baits to draw us into fin. 

2. When they are fin, or the concomitants of 
fin, or the fruits and wages of fin. 

The direflions of felf-denial, in refpe£l of worldly 
pleafures, are thefe — 

1. Look on pleafures, not only asyain, but as 
vanifliing : they are foon gone from us, or we are 
foon gone from them. 1. They are foon gone from 
us, the faihion of this world paffeth away. All 
pleafures are but like a mountain of fnow that melts 
away prefently. 2. We are foon gone from thena, 
it is but a while, and then we and all our pleafures 
muil together vanifli ; if death draw the curtain, 
and Ipok in upon us, then we muft bid a farewel 
to them all, never laugh more, never have merry 
meeting more ; never be in jollity any more. Oh ! 
when we are called to pternity : then all our delights 
wrll leave us and bid us adieu for ever, anyhow 
doleful will this be to all the fons amd daughters of 
pleafure ! your feafon is done, you have had your 
time, it is gone, it is paft, and cannot be recalled* 
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2. Confider, this is not the Teafon that (faoirld be 
for pleafure. The apoftle James Jays it as a great 
charge upon thofe in bis time, that they lived in 
pleafure on earth. This is a time to do the great 
bufmefs for which we were born. Oh ! did we 
think that eternity depended upon this little uncer- 
tain time of our lives, we would not fay that fenfual 
pleafures were now iiji feafon. Surely this time 
ihould be fpent in*ieeking to make our peace with 
God ; this is a time of fuing out our pardon, of 
mourning, and forrow^and trouble of fpirit, and no 
time for jollity, and flefhly delights. If a condem* 
ned man had two or three days granted him that 
be might fue out his pardon, were that a time for 
pleafure and fports? Thi)8 it is with us, the fen- 
(ence of death is upon us, only a little uncertain 
time is granted us, to fue out a pardon ; let us 
know then what is our work, and let us apply our- 
felvestoit. 

3. Ponder the parriage of the faints before us. 
You know the mean proyifion that John the baptift 
the forerunner of Chrift had ; bis fare was locufts 
and wild honey, and yet there was not a greater 
born of womair before. Timothy, although he was 
fickly, yet would not take liberty to drink a little 
wine, but only water, till Paul wrote to him, and in 
that liberty there wa§ but little granted, and that 
for his ftomach's fake, and his often in6rmiries, 
Bafil in an epiftle to Julian, mentions the mean fare 
he, and others with him lived on, they had no need 
cf cooks, all their provifion was the leaves of plants 
and a little bread : and Hierom reports of Hilarion, 
that he never eat any thing before the fun went 
down, and that which at any time he eat was very 
piean: andHieroip himfelf liyed fo abftemioufly, 
that he had nothing daily^ but a few dried fi^s with 
cold water. 

4. Do we for Chrift, as Chrift hath dope for us. 
What ? was he content to part with the pleafures 
of heaven, the bofom of his Father, to redeem poor 
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Ihin? Aha (hall not Tire part with ihe pleafiire 
of a, little nieat or drink for him ? Is not all his glory 
revealed in His word and woVk fiifficient to (het«r 
Rim Worthy of oiir loves, and to make us willing to 
J)art whli fuch ebipty, poor, flight things, as fenfual 
pleafar^s ? Surely the danghters of pleafure maft 
tjnd^efs, if ever they vt^ill be beautiful in Chrift's 
feyes; thfcir ornament rttuft not be the outward 
idorning of platting the hair and 6f wearing af gold, 
iphd puttiiig oti of apparel, but hidden rtoan of the 
heart, the ornarfient of a meek and quite fpirit, 
which is in the fight of God of great price. 

5. Meditate on thofe pleafures ^bove, and fay, 
(ybil that h'dve the experience of thfe pleafantneft 
of God's ways) if the nether fplrings be fo fweet, 
What will the upper be? If the loiiver Jerufalem 
b^ payed with gold, fur'cly that upper Jeriafalem is 
paved with pearls. It is an excellent fpeech of 
Bernard, Good art thou O Lord to the foiil that 
feek thee ; what art thou to the foul that finds 
thee ? If grace be pleafant, how pleafant is glory ? 
Therefore the faints die fo pleafantly, becaufe there 
!s a meeting of grace and glory ; grace is delightful, 
glory more delightful ; but when both thcfe meet 
together, what delight will there then be? 



SECT. VII. 

Of tf}e Dejiial of our Honour Praife^ godd 
' Name among Men. 

. HE n.ext end which naturally men purfiie, and 
S?vhTch we mu/l deny, is honour, praife, good name. 
^ We grant, honour, prajfe, good nathe, are the 
^ifts and bleffiogs of God. David fpeaketli ex-* 
prefsly, both riches an4 honour come of thee, and 
thou refgneji over all. 
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Yet we mi^ft deny them for God, Ii;? thefe cafes/— 
1. When they ar^ as fnares or b^jts un^o fior 
And in all thofe, honour, praife, gopd naqfie, there 
are dangerous fnares ; how prone do they make a 
man to thofe fins of vain-^Iory, fe!f-adniiration,reI(^ 
ettimation ? Surely it is a great mercy of God if 
any man be preferved from thefe fins that enjoy 
thofe bleffings ? 

2. When we are called by God to dedicate them 
tp God. The Lord never gavQ us thefe things^ 
honour, praife, good npme, upon any other terms, 
but that we fliouldbe willing to part with them for 
the honour of his name ; God never made us own- 
ers, but fteward§of them for his fervice, arid if ever 
we were brought to Chrift, into covenant vvith God 
in him, we then refigrjed up all to him, we profeffed 
to part with all for him. And ^opd reafon, for 
whatfoeyer honour or excellency we have, it is he 
that jgives it ; the rjiinbow is but a common vapour, 
it is the fun that gilds it, that enaniels it with fo 
many colours ; the beft of us are but a vapour ; and 
if any of us be more glorious, more honourable 
than others, it is the Lord that hath fhined updii 
us, and bath put more beauty, more luftre upon us, 
than upon other vapours. 

The direflions of felf-denial in refpeft of our 
honour, favour, praife,* good name among men, 
are thefe, -^ 

1. Look pp. honour, praife, favour, applaufe, ^$ 
yanity„nothing. Vanity of vanities f^iith the preach* 
er 5 vanity of .vanities, all is vanity. Obferve hi^ 
expreflioo, 1. Va^iiy, not pnJy vain, but vanitjr 
Jtfelf^ 2. E;^cjeflive vanity, fpr it is vanity of v^nir 
ties. 3. Anbe^p pf/yapitjes, for it is in (the pluraj 
n.uisvbe;*^ vaiiity of V0nitiess 3. Ail i^ vanity, not 

£i?iy pi^ofit, and pl^afure, bMf honour too ; Soloojpii 
jad c^p^ri^Bc^pf theqqi all, and all is vjtnity. Thprj? 
}s no x^^i^hy 19 bonpur, praife, favour, appl^nle of 
mep, wbicb ar^ fp duch adoDir^ifl 9X)4 Pi^gnifiedi 
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honour is but a (hadow, a fancy, a wind, a breath, 
there is no internal excellency in it. 

2. Beware of thofe attendants, or companions of 
honours, vain-glory, felf-love, felf-admiration. Let 
us not be defirous of vain-glory. Let us not exaft 
ourfelves above others. Let us not ftudy to be 
magnified by others. Let us not pleafe ourfelves 
in the applaufe of others. It is not human applaufe, 
but God's approbation which minifters matter of 
true honour to a chriftian. We (hould rejoice to 
fee God honoured, but fear to hear ourfelves ap- 
plauded, left either we be idolized, or God's honour 
obfcured. 

3. Be convirlced, that of all vices, vain-glory, 
felf-admiration, hunting after men's praife, are the 
moft invincible. The roots thereof are fo deep and 
firong, and fo largely fpread in the heart of man, 
that there is no difeafe in the foul fo hardly cured, 
no weed in the garden of man's heart fo uneafily 
plucked up, 

4. Let us herein conform ourfelves to Chrift. 
He came frpm the bofom of his Father, and from 
that infinite glory he had with him before the world 
was. He left the honour which he might have 
had from all the angels, and all to fave poor wretch- 
ed finful creatures ; he that was equal with God, fo 
emptied himfelf that he became man ; nay he-was 
made a fcorn of men, he made himfelf of no rcpu* 
tation, he came in the form of a fervant, he was 
made a curfe, as if he had been the vileft of men 
living : and yet this was the honour of Chrift 
himfelf, beeaufe it was all for God-. Oh ! then, 
who is he that knows any thing of Jefus Ghrift> 
that can think it much to lay^down all his honour 
for him? What can be more unworthy, what 
more deteftable than that a man {hould magnify 
himfelf after he had feen God humbled ? It is in- 
tolerable impudence, that where majefty hath emptied 
himfelf^a worm fliould bepuflFed up; 
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5. Let us fubmlt to the meaneft fervice of our 
God, though It darken our honour never (o much 
in the eyes of the world. Thus Hierom writ to 
Fanachius a young nobleman, that he would have 
him to be eyes to the blind, feet to the lame, hands 
to the weak, yea, if need were to carry water, and 
cut vvoodj and make fires ; for what are all ihefe 
(faith he) to bonds, buffeting, fpittings, whippings, 
death? 

6. Let us willingly join withjhofe of lower de- 
gree in any way of honouring God. Mifid not high 
things, (faith the apbftle) but condefcend to men of 
low eftate. Who knows but that the pooreft crea- 
ture may be far more honourable in the eyes of 
God and of his faints than we ? Where greater 
graces (itbelow us, let us acknowledge their in- 
ward dignity. 

7. We muft bear our reproaches wifely. Though 
we (hould not be infenfibie, yet we fliould not take 
too much notice of every reproach. But how then 
ibould we flop their mouths ? I anfwer : 1. Let us 
walk innocently ; innocency will overcome all in 
time. 2. Let us labour to be eminent in that which 
is quite contrary to that we are reproached for. 
Perhaps you are reproached foradiffembler, labour 
for the greateft eminency of plainnefs andfincerity ; 
perhaps you are reproached tor covetoufnefs, labour 
to be eminent in liberality, in heavenly mindednefs, 
in doing good. 

8. We muft bear reproaches patiently^ What 
are we? Or what is our names that we (hould 
think much to bear reproach ? Confider, have not 
other of God's fervants, far, holier than we are, 
been under exceeding reproach ? Nay how is God 
and Chrift reproached ? How is the name of God 
flighted ? How is the majefty, and fovereignty, and 
authority of God contemned in the world ? What 
reproaches endured Chrift in his own perfon, in 
his preaching? How was he contemned when he 
preached againft covetoufnefs? The Pbarifees 
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Icorned bin) ; the word Qgpifies, they blew their 
i)pfi8s at bjoi. He was called ad^viU a Samaritan ; 
9 wine-bibber, a friepd of publicans and (inoers; 
what wQr£b can be imagined than was caft upQn 
Chrjft? They fpit on his facp, that bJeffed face of 
his that the wave^ pf tb^ fea weye afraid of, and 
that the fun withdrew his light from, as pot being fit 
to behold it ; they put tbofps upop his head, and 
bowed to him in reproach. This argument (bould 
methinks move us to bear reproaches patiently. 

9. M?Ke \ye our njourns to God, and lay oijr 
cafe before him, as He^ekiab (wh^p R^bib^keb 
€4ipe and reviled jGod, ^nd the people of God) 
^/ent and fpread tb^ Iptter before God ;. if we can 
but do likewif^, w^ (ball iiqd uqfp^^kabk refr.e(b- 
ments to our fouls, and that vvill be g great ^rgjui*- 
fnent of our inoocepcy* My friends /corn w^ (faith 
Job) but mine eye pour eth out teffrs unto Ooi. Tlic 
mouth qftkfi %()ickei (f/^ith t)^id) wd the mouth (jf 
the (leceitful are opened 4g<iinJ »?^» But Igflve my^ 
fe\f unto prayer. 

10. We nauft b/&ar reprpaches fruitfully. Chxifr 
lians flipuld not think it enough tp free tbemfe|ve9 
from reprpBch, but tb.ey mpA improve jt for good; 
aod to tbat «ud — 

1. Confider what ends God aims at by iU^i)4 
labPtfr to )wprk tb^ip .upon ourf^lves. 

2. Dra^r y9)x^K £0od inftru^ions we ca^ from 
the F^proaiC'hes m fyxhtr^^ as thus: whei? I hiear 
»ie» repro^bcb wd revile, " Oh wbut a deal of evij 
is therie fecretly in tbe he^j-t of man, that is not difr 
covered til) It b«.vp pccafion! Again, do I U^ 
PAQtber fo vigilajpl over me tp fin4 out a^y thing 19 
me to rei^ogcb me^ Hpw vigJU^t (hould I be^o^ver 
9iy t!(if ,to fiftd out what is iaxne to bumble me V 
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SECT. VIH. 

Of the Denial of our Life for Jefus Chrijt. 

1 HAVE done with the denial of natural felf in 
regard of well being, I now confider the denial of 
natural felf in regard of vfery being, and fo it im- 
ports our life, together With the faeulties and 
powers of nature, our Underftanding, will, affeo 
tions, fenfes, flefhly members ; all within us muft 
be captivated to Chrift, and all without us muft en- 
dure to fuffer for the name of Chrift. 

1. The underftanding muft be captivated as it 
hinders from Chrift. Suppofe the word of Chrift 
be contradicted or checked by reafon. In this cafe 
I muft deny my reafon^ and believe Chrift ; I muft 
captivate my underftanding to the obedience of 
faith. 

2. The will muft be renounced in referfence to 
Chrfft. Servants nnuft hot follow their own will, 
but their mafter*s dife£Hons: ho^ much moxt 
ought ^e, <*ho al^vayft rtiay juftly fufpe£l o«r- 
fclves, and can never fufpeft the will of Chrift ? It 
is meet that Hagarihould ftoop to Sarah^ our will 
to Chrift'is will. 

3. Our affedions and fenfes muft be denied, as 
they are cherilhers of evil 5 or of>pofers of good. 
This latter is that crucifying of the flefli, with ihe 
lufts and affeCtions, which the apoftle mentions* 
But ail thefe being within the compafs of natdral 
life, I fliall only inftft on that. 

Life, as it is the gift, fo it is the bleffitig of God $ 
Hfence the promife of life, and of long lite is made 
lb obedient children ; and this turned into prayer 
by the believing parents» is ufually called by tb^ 
xtitiit of bteffing. 
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Yet we muft deny it for God, in tbcfe cafes,^- 

1. As a facrifice. If God will rather be ho- 
noured by death, than by life, by the fufFerings 
than by the fervices of his faints, in this cafe we 
fliould be willing to fubmit to God. Thus many 
of the niartyrs who had opportunity of JSight, yet 
tarried to witnefs the truths and gave their lives (o 
the fiames. 

2. As temptation. Thus, rather than fin, the 
primitive chriftians, when apprehended, chofe wil- 
lingly to die. And if it be on this condition that 
we may avoid fin, that by lofing life we may go 
to Chrift, in whom we (hall find, with an infinity 
overplus, whatfoever we can lofe for his fake ^ thepi 
we muft deny life itfelf. 

The direftions of felf-denial in ri^fpeft of ouf 
natural being, or life, are thefe,-: — 

1. Apprehend God's love to our fouls in his Son : 
he thought nothing too good for us, God fo lovefi 
the world that he gave hU only begoMen Sqn ; and 
this he did for us, when we were enemies ^ nay, 
God hath not only given us his Son for a Saviour^ 
but he hath given us himfelf for an hviiband ; let 
us often by (ad and foleipn ptieditation renew the 
fenfe of his love to us in Chfift, and we canno^ 
but give up all we have, and all vve are to Qpd. 

2. Maintain a godly jealoufy of our own hearts ; 
for want of thi$, all the difciples fainted (efpecially 
Peter) and fliamefully denied Chrift, Memorable 
is that ftory.of Pendleton and Sanders 5 Sanders was 
fearful he fliould not endure the fire ; Pendleton 
feemed refolute, be not fearful (faith he to Sanders) 
for thou (halt fee me and this fat flefli of mine fry 
in the fire before I will yield. Yet he that was. fa 
flrong in his own ftrength fell away, and the other 
io fearful was enabled by God to burn for his truth. 

3. Be acquainted with the promifes of felf-de- 
nial ; have always a word at hand to relieve ourfelves 
in the worft of fuflTcrings. Now thefe promifes 
are of fevcral forts.— 1. Of afliftancc. — 2. Of ac- 
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ceptance. — 3. Of reward. And again the promifes 
of reward are, — 1. Of this life; he thatfor/akes all 
for Chrijl Jhall receive an hundredfold; the joy, 
the peace he ihall have (ball be an hundred timea 
better than the'comfort of thefe outward things. — 
Oh ! but (fome may fay) what will become of my 
children ? I (hall leave them fatherlefs and helplefs-. 
To this by way of anfwer, God often ftilcs hitnfelf 
the father qf the fatherlefs^ and if of any fatherlefs, 
then furely of thofe whofe parents have loft their 
lives for Jefus Chrift. Leave the fatherlefs children 
(faith the Lord) I will preferve them alive, and let 
thy widows truJH in me. — 2. Of eternal life, fuch 
(h^ll inherit eternal life. Be of good comfort (fays 
Bradford to his fellow martyr) we (hall have a 
merry fupper with the Lord this night. — Chrift 
tians ! what would we have ? The foul indeed 
is of large Capacity, all things here below caa 
never fatisfy it; but eternal life, the inheri- 
tance above, will fill the underftanding with know- 
ledge, and the will with joy ; and th^ in fo great 
a meafure, that the expe£lation of the faints (ball 
be ejcceeded ! — For he (hall be admired of them 
that belieye. 

4. Mind the principle that mjuft carry us through 
death, and make death itfelf honourable. We 
lead, Heb. xi. — xh^i by faith fome quenched the 
violence qf fire, — Others were tortured. — They 
wrf ftoned^ they were fawn afunder^ they were 
temptedy they were flain with the /word ; and all 
this by faith. — Faith is the grace that enables us 
tQ deny ourfelves, yea, life itfelf; other graces 
©ay do much, but faith hath the principal work 
in this. By faith yefiand, faid the apoftle to the 
CoriDcbians : it is faith that makes a man ftand ia 
hi3 greateft trials, and therefore when Chrift faw 
haw Peter ihbuld be tempted, he tells him, that 
he had prayed that his faith fhould not faih 
noting that while his faith held, all would be 
fure. 

4 T 
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SECT. IX. 

Of Jelf- denial, even with regard to the Graces 
of God. 



N< 



lOTWITHSTANDING thefe^ arc God's fpe- 
cial gifts, yet we muft deny them comparatively, 
and in fome refpefts — 

1. In point of jufiification. It is a dangerous 
thing to hang the weight of a foul upon any thing 
which Jiath any mixture of weaknefs, imperfcftion, 
or corruption in it, as the pureft and beft of all 
our duties have : it is a dangerous thing to teach 
that faith, or any other .evangelical grace, as it is a 
work done by us, doth juftify us : there is nothing 
to be called our righteuufnefs, but the Lord our 
rightepufnefs^ Faith itfeJf doth not juftify habi- 
tually, as a thing fixed in us, but inftrumentally, 
as that which receives the righteoufnefs of Chrift 
ihining through it upon us ; as the window en* 
lightens by the fun*-beams which it lets in, or as 
the cup feeds by the wine it conveys. So then in 
point of juftification, we are to renounce all our 
duties and graces. 

2, In point of fanftification : for we are to attri- 
bute the glory of all our graces and duties unto Jefus 
Chrift, and nothing to ourfelves. And yet undcr- 
ftand we aright, though every believer is thus to 
deny himfdf in fpiritual things, even in the point 
of fanttification, yet he is not to fpeak evil of the 
grace of God within himfelf ; he may not mifcail 
his duties and graces, faying, thefe are nothing 
but the fruits of hypocrify, for then he fliould fpeak 
evil of the fpirit, whofe works they are ; neither is 
he to trample on thofe graces of God. For a man 
to fay, all this is nothing but hypocrify, that is not 
felf-denial ; properly, felf-denial in fpiritual things^ 
as to the matter of juftification, is^ to renounce all; 
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and as to the matter of fao£lificalion, it is to at- 
tribute the ftrength and the glory of all unto Jefus 
Chrift, and nothing to one's Tclf. 

The direflions of felf-denial in this refpe£t, are 
tbcfe : 

1. Let us be fenfiblc of, and humble for, our 
pride in fpiritual things. There is nothing that a 
Chriftian is more apt to be proud of than fpiritual 
things. It was Mr. Fox's fpeech : " As 1 get good 
•• by my fins, fo I get hurt by my graces." It is 
a dangerous thing to be proud of man's duties and 
fpiritual gifts ; we had better be proud of clothes, 
or friends, or honours: for this pride of fpiritual 
things is direflly oppofite to man's juftification.— 
The firft ftep to humility, is — to fee one's pride : 
the firft ftep to felf-denial, is — to be convinced of 
one's defire after felf-exalting, felf-admiring, felf- 
advancing. — Oh ! what a proud heart have I? — 
What a felf-advancing heart have 1? — There is 
no believer, 'till He is fully renewed, but what 
hath fom6thing of felf. — We had need, therefore, 
to be jealous of ourfelves ; and if at any time felf 
break out, if at any time the foul begins ^o be ad- 
vanced in regard of duty or fpiritual things, let us 
fall down before God, and bumble ourfelves for 
the pride of our hearts. 

2. Have Chrift in your eye, — The more we fee 
an humble Chrift, a felf-denying Chrift, the more 
fliall we learn humility and felf-denial. Chrift was 
the moft eminent example of felf-denial that ever 
was. He thought it no robbery to be equal with 
God ; and he humbled himfelf, and took upon him 
the form of a fervant. Was there ever fuch a felf- 
denial as this ! — Chriftians ! confider your Chrift, 
and the more will you learn even in fpiritual things. 

3. Reft not on any thing below Jefus Chrift. — 
Neither grace, nor duties, nor holinefs, are to be 
trufted in. We muft hold them faft in point of 
practice and obedience ; but it is our fin and dan- 
ger to hold them faft in reliance and confidence.— 
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I defire to be rightly underftood in this truth. — 
Some becaufe they need not rely on duties, let go 
their duties ; they let prayer, and repentance, and 
forrow for fin go ; they fay, it is no matter for du- 
ties, they need not to trouble themfelves, Chrift 
hath done all. This is to turn the grace of God 
into wantonnefs : we muft let go both our graces 
and duties in point of juftification, but hold them 
we muft as our lives. Prayer, hearing, fading, re- 
penting, muft not die whilft we live ; do them we 
muft, but glory in them we muft not : we muft not 
reft in any thing whatfoever below Jefus Chrift. — 
I fhall inftance in thefe particulars : 

1. We muft not reft upoaourown preparations 
for duties. It is a commendable thing to prepare 
cur hearts ; we muft pray that wc may pray s we 
muft have fecret communion with our God, before 
we come to feek communion with him in a fer- 
mon : but we muft not reft upon our own prepa- 
ration when we have prepared ; if we advance 
that into the throne of Jefus Chrift, and reft upon 
that when we fliould only reft upon him, it is the 
way to mate all our preparations mifcarry. 

2. We muft not reft upon our enlargements in 
duties. — ^It niay be we have a fpring-tide ofaftif- 
tance comes in ; a minifter preaches with great pre- 
fence of the fpirit of God, and a faint prays (as we 
find it) in the Holy Ghoft : (i. c) he finds the Holy 
Spirit of God fending him from petition to petition, 
melting with brokennefs when he is confeffing fin, 
filling him with rejoicing when he is remembering 
mercy, raiting him with an high wing (as it were) 
of importunity, when he is begging of favour : and 
now as foon as the dutv is done, it may be he goes 
away« and ftroaks himfelf— Oh ! what an admirable 
prayer was here ! fure'ly I ftiall do well this day !— 
This is the very way to mifcarry, thoufands have 
f6und it } fo that when he comes to pray again, it 
pay be he prays mpft duHy and flatly, the fpirit is 
grieved and gone, and he can fiiy litik or nothing.. 
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S. W^ muft not reft upon the comforts we havt 
in dntf y or after duty. It vn^j be when we have 
hteti at duly, and have had fome ravifliments. Oh ! 
now we think oar neft is built very high, and our 
rock is firm, and we (hall go on vigoroufly. Chry- 
fofiom hath a faying to this purpofe, *^ Methinks 
(faith he) a faint when he conies from a facrament, 
fboald be able to fly in the face of a devil, and 
though he walks in the ipidfl of fnares, yet he 
fiiould be able to encounter with them all/' Com* 
forts are very fweet things, and indeed ftrengthen- 
ing things; The joy of the Lord is our Jlrengik^ 
faith Nebemiah. Nothing more animates the 
foul than joy ; only here is the danger, if we reft 
ofi tbefe joys and comforts ; the fpirit of God 
is a moA choice and tender thing, it dwells in 
none but a clean, pure temple. 

4. We muft not reft upon graces. This was 
Peter's fault ; he had grace, and he refted on it, 
Lordf (hough aU forfake thee, yet will not I; yet 
foon after Peter did ^oirfake and deny his mafter, 
and we do not find Peter fo confident afterwards. *, 
When Chrift fard to him, Simpn Peeler, loveft ihou 
me more than thefe / No comparative words now ; 
no more then, Lotd, thou knowefi I lone thee. 

5. Be often putting forth new faith in Jefus 
Chrift. Self-denial in fptritual things is not to be 
found in the law, but in the gofpel : the law though 
it hath its ufe (and we dare not but ufe it) yet 
it will not make a man deny himfelf ; but rather 
feek himfelf in fpiritual things; obey and live, faith 
the law, but if thou faileft in any one point, thou 
art loft jfbr pver ; in this cafe (if there were no other 
way) who would deny his own righteoufnefs ? Nay, 
who would not feek to fave himfelf by his own 
righteoufnefs^ 3ut now faith the gofpel, by works 
thou canft not live, but if thou wilt throw down all 
thy own righteoufnefs at the feet of Chrift, and 
believe on him, and reft only on him, thou (halt be 
faved. This will make a man to deny his own 
righteoufnefs, and depy himfelf in fpiritual things* 
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Go we therefore to Cfarifi, let us maintain be- 
lieving apprebenfions of the Lord Jefus Chrift. 
He alone is the bumble, felf-denying perfon that 
feeks juftificatlon, not by works, but by faith 
only. 

6. Let it be the joy of our fouls to exalt and 
£st up Chrift within our fouls. Though in order 
to juftification we muft deny our graces, eye 
Chrift without us ; yet in order to fandification, 
we muft haee a care to fee and feel Chrift's king- 
dom within us, to fet up Chrift in our hearts, and 
to difcern him ruling and commanding there as a 
king on his throne. And there is true felf-denial 
in this, for wherever Chrift reigns, there fin goes 
down. As the people would have all men put to 
death, which would not have Saul to reign over 
them, fo doth a true believing foul mortify what^ 
foever oppofeth Chrift's kingdom; he removeth 
whatfoever may hinder Chrift's fpiritual dominion, 
he makes all ftoop for Chrift's exaltation, within 
him. Oh ! then let Chrjft reign over all within 
us, in our underftandings, as a prophet enlighten- 
ing us ; in our wills, as a king commanding us ; 
in our alTe&ions, as a prieft mortifying us: in 
our loves, as a huft)and marrying us; let the 
whole man be fubje£l unto whole Chrift. This 
is the chara6ler of a true felf-denier; Chrift rules 
within him, he every way fubjefils himfelf to 
Chrift, in his underftanding to know Chrift; in 
his will, to chofe Chrift ; in his thoughts, to me- 
ditate upon Chrift; in his fear, to ferve and 
honour Chrift ; in his faith, to truft and depend 
upon Chrift ; in his love, to affefl Chrift ; in his 
joy, to delight in Chrift ; in his defire, to long after 
Chrift ; in his endeavours, to exalt Chrift, in all hit 
duties, graces, gifts, abilities, to make them kf' 
viceable unto Chrift : this is to attribute the glory 
of all our duties and graces to Jefus Chrift, and 
nothing to ourfelves. Now is Chrift all in alU 
now we truly deny ourfelves. 
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m tf)t iiU of dfattjb- 

SECT. I. 

Of the Nature of the Life of Faith. 



X O live by faith, is by faith in Chrift, to poffefs 
the whole word of God as pur own in all dates and 
conditions^ refting quietly upon his- gracious and 
faithful promife, and yielding ourfelvcs unto his 
good pleafur^y in fincere, univerfal and condant 
obedience : or, to live by faith, is to feed upon the 
feveral promifes of God made in his word, and to 
apply them to our own felves, according to our 
needv^nd fo to uphold, comfort and encourage our- 
felves againft all temptations, and unto every good 
duty. This life of faith is a very heaven upon earth, 
afweet fan£tuary to any hunted foul^ hereby our 
hearts will be cheered, our life will befweetto us, 
God will be glorified, and the glory of his truth 
advanced. O bleffed duty 1 

That we may live by faith, we muft endeavour 
two things: 

1. To get matter for our faith to work upon. 

2. To order our faith aright in the work : 

1. That we may provide matter for pur faith 
to work upon, we muft obferve three things: 1. 
That we (lore up all the good promifes of God, 
and our own experiences. 

2. That we lay in promifes of all kinds. We had 
better leave than lack : it is the wifdom of a man, 
that he may not live feebly and poorly^ but to have 
fomewhat to fpare. 

3. That we fo lay tbem up, that we may have 
them at hand. It is folly to fay, '* I have as good 
provifioD as can be^ but I have it not here :** Let 
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the word of God dwell in you plenteoufly and 
richly in wifddm. 

That we order our faith aright in the work, 
obferve thefe direftions: 

1. Take poflfeilion of the promifes, and value 
them as our own. There is no godly man or wo- 
man but is a great heir. Whenfoever they look 
in God's book^ and find there any promife, they 
make it their own : juft as an heir that rides over 
divers fields and meadows^ faith, *' This meadow li 
my heritage, and this corn-field is my heritage/' 
And then he fees a fair houfe, and faith, " This 
fair houfe is my heritage.** And he looks upon 
them with another manner of eye than a itranger 
that rides over thofe fields. A carnal heart reads 
thofe promifes, but merely as ftories, not as having 
any interefl in them ; but a godly man every time 
he reads the fcriptures (remember this when you 
are reading the fcriptures) and there meets with 
a promife, ought to lay his hand upon it, ^nd fay, 
■* This is a part of my heritage; it is mine, and I 
am to live upon it. 

3. Expcft nothing from the promife, but that 
which isfuitable to the nature of it. Some pro* 
mifes are abfolute, which God hath (Imply deter- 
mined to accomplifh ; as the promife of the Mefliah, 
Ifa. vii. 14. and of the calling of the Gentiles, Rom. 
XI. 26, Some promifes are conditional, which God 
will accomplifh in his own time, and in his own 
manner and meafure; they are no farther promifed, 
than God feeth to be moft meet for his glory, and 
our good ; as all temporal bleflings, lefs principal 
graces, and the mesifure of all fanfiifying graces : 
now in all thefe expe£t nothing from them, but 
that which is fuitable to the nature thereof. 

3. Eye that particular good in the promife which 
we (land in need of, and fet God's power and 
faithfulnefsy and wifdom awork, to bring it about; 
for inflancQ, thou art in perfecution, and either thou 
wouldfi have deliverance out of it, or comfort and . 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



( 153 ) 

refrefhment in it : in this cafe fee all this in the 
promife, referring the order, and time, and manner 
to God, and then fet God's power and faithful- 
nefs awork that can do it, and his wifdom awork 
to contrive it, which way he knows heft : this is 
the meaning of that text. Commit thy ways unto 
the Lord, truft in him, and he (hall bring it to 
pafs. 

4. By faith wait upon God, in that way he hath 
appointed. It is true, God will work that good 
for us, yet we muft ufe the means, and meet God 
in the courfe of his promife, otherwife we live not 
by faith, but tempt God, and throw away his pro- 
m/Yes and all. 

5. Set it down, that God will do whatfoever he 
hath promifed, and we (hall receive it in the ways 
of his providence : this is the very work of faith it- 
felf, thus it draws fap and virtue from the promife^ 
when it concludes, that according to the good in 
the promife, it is fure to be done. 

6. But imagine the Lord doth not fuddenly ac- 
compIi(h, then muft fakh take up its (land and 
ftay till it come : he that believeth, maketh not 
hafte ; the vifion is for an appointed time, and 
therefore wait for it. So the Pfalmift, As the eyes, 
of a fervant look to the hands of his mailer, and 
the eyes of a maiden to her miftrefs, fo our eyes 
wait upon the Lord our God, until he have mercy 
upon us : not until we will, or until we fee it iit^ 
but until he will have mercy upon us. 

7. Imagine the Lord not only delays, but feems 
to frown, and to fay, he will not hear. In this 
cafe, with an holy humility contend with God, for 
the Lord loves to be overcome thus. When Jacob 
wreftled with God, Let me go, faith the Lord, I 
will not let thee go, faith Jacob. So do we catch 
the Lord Jefus, and ftrive with him, and leave him ^ 
nor, till w ehave thofe comforts he hath promifed* 
Surely this is the glory, and vidory, and triumph of 
faith, when the Lord is^ as it were, fain to lay down 
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h\i WtapoMt and to yield himfelf as conquered : 
Thv name flball be no more eallod Jacob, but If- 
rael : becaufe thou haft prevailed with God. 
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SECT. 11. 



Cfthe Manner of this Life of Faith in particular^ 

as in temporal Evils. 

« 

In particular that we may live by faith, obfervc 
we — 

1. The promifes. 

5. The exercife of faith concerning the pro^ 
mifes. 

Wfc begin with temporal evils ; and concerning 
them, firft give you the pwmifes j andfecondly, the 
exercife of faith in the refpeft of thofe promifes. 

1. The promifes to prevent afflictions, you may 
read in the word, and they are thefe, and the like : 
Pfal. xci. 10.— PC cxxi. 7. — Job v. 19, — Zech. ii. 
6.— -where the Lord promifeth, to be a wall of fire 
to his people ; not of ftone or brafs, faith Theodorct, 
that it may both fray afar off, and keep off at hand ; 
proreft them, and deftroy their enemies. 

2. The proihifes td qualify evils, arc thefe, and 
the like: Pf. ciii. 13, 14.— Ifa.xlix. IS, 14, 15.— 
Hof. xi. 8, 9. — In this laft promif^e, God imitates 
parents, fays Theodoret, when any mifery is upon 
their child, their bowels yearn more ; never fits the 
child fo much on thfe mother's lap, never lies fo 
much in her bofom, as when hie is fick. Is tbere» 
or ^'aft there be any richer or fuHcr exprefien of 
Tully than there is in the Apo(He*s Greek, where 
there is both an eTegant antithefis, and double 
hyperbole, beyond Englifhing, for affliftion, glory, 
for light affli£lion,^eavy, maUy, fubftantia) glory, a 
weight of glory, for momentary affliftioo, eternail 
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glory : nay, the apoftle adds degrees of comparifon, 
y^a,goes beydnd all degrees, calling it more excel- 
lent, far more excellent, exceeding, exceffive, 
eternal weight of glory, 2 Cor. iv. 17. 

3. The promtfes to bear them, or in due time^ to 
remove them, are thefe and the like: Pf. xicxvii. 
24. — ^Jer.xxix. ll.-^Mrc. vii. 8, 9. — Pf. xcvii. II. 
— As fure as haryeft follows a feeding, fo to the 
righteous comfort fellows mourning, Job. xyi. 20. 
1 Cor. X. 13. 

1. Forflcknefs: the promifes to prevent It, are 
thefe and the like, E^od. xv. 26. — Deut. vii. 15. 
Pr. xcit 10. 

2. Promifes to qoalify ficknefs, are thefe, and 
the like, Pf. xli. 5.— Heb. xii, 6, 7, 8. 

8. Promifes to remove ficknefs, are thefe, and 
the like, Exod. xxiii. 23, — Deqt. vii. 13. — Ifa. xr. 
31. 

2. For poverty, we may ftore us thefe promifes, 
Pf. xxiii throughoat. — Pf.xxxiv. 9, 10. — Pf. xxxvii. 
2b. — Heb.xiii. 15. — The v^icked indeed may have 
more abundance than the Chridian, but here is the 
difference ; the tricked hath all by a providence, 
the Chriftian hath all by a promife : and this dif- 
tin£^ion the poor Chrrftian would not part with 
for a world of gold. 

3. For famine we may ftore up thefe promifes. 
Job V. 19, 20.~Pf. xxxiir. 18, 19. — Prov. x.2, 3. 
Pf. xxxvii. 18, 19. — Ifa. xli. 17, 18. Some martyrs 
being caft into prifon, and denied neceffary food, 
they had faith to return this anfwer, •* If men will 
give us no meat, we believe God will give us no 
ftomach." 

4. For war, we may gather up thefe promifes, 
and the like. Job v. 20. — Prov. iii. 24, 25, 26. — 
Jer. xxxix. 17, 18. 

5. For captivity, gather in thefe promifes, and 
the like, Deut. xxx. 3, 4. which very promife Ne- 
hemiah fueth out, Neh. i. 9.— Pf. cvi. 46.— Ezek. 
xi. 16. 

U2 
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6. For oppreflion, we have tbefe promifes, Pf. 
xii. 5.— PLlxviii. 5.— Pf. cxlvi. 7,. 8, 9. 

2. For the exercife of faith, concerning thefe 
promifes, that we may live by then), ufe medita- 
tion and prayer. 

1. For meditation, confider, 

1. That all affliftion comes from God: Shall 
there be evil in a city, and the Lord hath not done 
it? I form the light, and I create dqrknefs ^ I 
make peace^ and create evil ; I the Lord do all 
thefe things. 

2. That as God fends it, fo none can deliver as 
out of it but God : — O our God, wilt thou not 
judge them ? We have no might againft this great 
company that cometh againjl us, neither know we 
what to do, hut our eyes are upon thee. This me- 
ditation draws the h&irt from repofe, in means or 
friends ; it expel3 vexation and didratling cares, 
and eftrangeth from the pfe of unlawful means of 
deliverance ; the horfe is prepared agajnft the ^ay 
of battle, but fafety is of the |^ord. 

3. The Caufe of all miferies and forrow is fin, 
and thercijpre it is time to cxamipe our ways, to 
humble ourfelves, and. to fet upon reformation. 

4. That now God tireth our faith, patience and 
meeknefs. He hath faid unto crofles, " Qo ye to 
fuch a man, not to weaken his faiib, or to wafte 
any grace of the fpirit, but to purge hifn, refine 
him, try him, exercife him, to breed the quier. 
fruits of righteoufnefs." This meditation makes 
the heart willingly, freely, and conftantly to refigri 
itfelf to the good pleafure of God in all things. 

5. That 'tis God's will we (hould ufe all lawful 
means of help «\hich God in his providence affords ; 
but in point of dependence, that we folely reft on 
God's promifes. Faith coupleth the means and the 
end, but looketh at the promifer (whofe truth, and 
wifdom, and power, and mercy, never fails) tvt^ 
liot to the probability of the thing promifed. 

2. For prayer, obferye this method : 
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1. Lay open our forrove before tjie Lord, pour 
out our complaints into his bofom. 

2' Confefs our fins with hatred and godly for? 
row : for want of this God threatened the |fraelites; 
I will go and return to my place^ till they ajcknoxv- 
iedge their offences. 

t. Di^eft we our fupplications to our God : — 
Lord, how long wilt thou look on ? — Orefcue my 
foul from their deftrufliop, my darling from the 
lions. 

3. Then prefs we the Lord with his promifes : 
Lord, thou haft faid. The rod of the wicked Jhall 
not rejl upon the lot of the righteous ; thou haft 
faid. Yet a little while ^ and the indignation Jhall 
ceafe. TheTe arc thy promifes ; Lord, make them 
effe£tuai to my poor foul. 

5. For concjufion, tell, we the Lord, whatever 
becomes of us we will truft in him ; though thou 
flay me, yet will I truft in thee. 

Thefe are thy a£ls of faith by which it put§ forth, 
^nd exercifeth itfelf in time of a^liciioi). 



SECT, \\\. 

Of thf Ma7iner of this Life of Faith in 
temporal Blejings. 

VyONCERNlNG temporal bleffings, the general 
promifes are thefe, and the like, 1 Tim. iv. 8. — 
Pf. xxxiv. 8, 9.— Pf. Ixxxiv. 11.— Phil. iv. 19.— 
1 Cor. iii. 21. — AH things are ours, we arelieirs 
of all the world. 

The fpecial promifes have a relation, fome to 
our name, fome to our bodies, fome to our eftates, 
fome to our callings. 

1. Thofe promifes that have a relation to our 
good name, are fuch as thefe, 1 Sam. ii. 33. — Prov. 
jii. 16. — Prov. iv. 8. xiv. 19. — Ifa. Ivi. 3, 4/5. . 
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2. Thofe promifes that have a relation to our 
bodies, are either for long l^fe^ concerning which 
Deut. V. 16, 33.— Prov. iii. 1, 2. — or for health, con- 
cerning which, Prov.iii. 8.— rPf, ciii, 3, 4, 5. — or for 
fafety, concerning which, Prov. i. 33. — ^Job xi. 8. 
Hof, ii. 18. — Job V. 23. — or for peace, concerning 
which. Lev. xxvi. 6. — PC XKix. 11. — Pf. xxxviu 
1 1 . — Prov.xvi. 16.--or for fleep, concerning wbich^ 
Jobxi. 19. — Prov. iii. 24. — or for food, concerning 
which, Pf. xxxvii. 8. — Pf.cxi. 5. — Joelii. 26. — or 
for raiment, concerning which. Deut. x. 18.^ — 
Matt. vi. 25, 30, 32. — or for pofterity, the fruit of 
the body, concerning which, Deut. vii. 12, 13, 14. 

' 3. Thefe promifes that have a relation to our 
eftates, are thefe. Job xxii. 34, 35. — Prov. viii. 18, 
19. — Pf. xxxvii. 5. 

4. Thofe promifes that have a relation to our 
calling, are either for plenty, concerning which, 
Prov. X. iv. — andxii. ll.--andxiii. 4. — andxxviii. 
19. — or for proteftion, concerning which, Pf. xci. 
11. — or for promotion, concerning which, Prov. 
xii. 24. — and xxii. 29. — or for good fuccefs, con- 
cerning which, Prov. xii. 14. — if. Ixv. 21, 23. — I 
deny not but the wicked may enjoy all thefe tem- 
poral bleffings by a general providence, but only 
the juft have a fpiritual right to them ; they only 
have them as encouraecments of their righteouf- 
nefs, as teftimonies of God's love and care over 
them, and by virtue of a promife. 

2. For the exercife of fai^h concerning thefe 
promifes, obferye that we may live by tbeoi, either 
in the want, or in the enjoyment of thefe temporal 
mercies, in the want of them go we to meditation 
and prayer. 

1. For meditation, connder, if thou return to the 
Almighty thou flialt be built up, thou (hall put ini** 
cjuity far from thy tabernacles: then (halt thoo lay 
up gold as duft, and the gold of Ophir as the (tones 
pf the brooks. This ^yice faith digefts, and iaboura 
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the reformation of what is amifs, and whatfocver 
hinders the prpmifes. • 

2- That faith is painful, provident, and frugal: 
it flialces off idlenefs, takes the opportunity, huf- 
bands thriftily, and obferves God's providence in 
all affairs, otherwife we jive not by faith, but 
tempt God, and throw away his promifes. 

3. That faith prcferves from the ufe of all unlaw- 
ful means. The believer confults ever what is 
truly juft 5 not what is gainful, or what may be 
compaffed by honeft courfes, not what may be 
gained by fraud, deceit, or the like carnal dealings : 
Better is a Utile with righteou/nefs, than great re- 
venues zcithout light. 

4. That faith leans upon the providence of God, 
who will keep back nothing from us, but what is 
burtfui aad pernicious. Here's afweet a£t of faith, 
it fubmits to God's wifdoro, and rcfts on his pro- 
vidence, after the ufe of all lawful means ; and 
this maintains a Chriftian in true contentment. 

2. For prayer, obferve this method : 

1. Confefsoor finj}, ,cfpecially thofe fins which 
upon fearch we are purfuaded hinders profperity. 

2. Importune the Lord for his temporal blefTings, 
fo far as he feeth them to be for our good, and for 
the glory of his great name. 

3. Then prefs the Lord with his promifes, as 
with fo many argumients : Lord, thou haft faid, 
Godlinefs hath the promife of the life that now is, 
0S well as that which is to^ come : thou haA (aid« 
Fear the Lord, ye his faints, for there is no want 
to them that fear him. Thefe are thy promifes, 
xnake them good to us as it ftands beft with thy 
wfdam. 

2. In the enjoyment of thefe temporal bleffings, 
go we lo meditation and prayer. 

1. Ftr medita'tiotfi, con&ler, 

1. Faith in prolp^rity, keeps the heart in a holy 
teinper,inhumiUty,meekncfs, tendernefs and com- 
paffion towards others, in thankfulnefs, obedience. 
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and in the fear of the Lord. Satan himfelf could 
reply to the Lord, Doth Job fear God for nought ? 
Hast thou not made a hedge about him ? In this 
cafe faith will remember man of his duty, and per- 
fuade him to be fo much more ferviceable, as God's 
mercies are plentiful upon him. 

2. That faith makes a man heavenly-minded in - 
the poffeffion of a profperous eftate ; as it receives 
all earthly bleflings from God, fo it pulls up the 
foul to God again : faith coniiders thefe things as 
pledges of God's love, as parts of our child's portion, 
and fo it makes us look at the better part, thofe 
never-fading riches which God hath referved in 
heaven for all that fear him. 

3. That faith breeds a godly jealoufy, left the 
heart (hou)d be drawn away with the pleating de- 
lights of things tranfitory ; for by grate it is that we 
are confcious of our own weaknefs, and of the 
fnare that is in every creature, to entangle us : prof- 
perity is pleafing, but dangerous ; as. man may 
quickly furfeit of fweet meats. This makes the 
waking believer circumfpe6t, watchful, and jealous; 
and fufpicious of his own hear!, left he mifcarry in 
profperity, confidering there is a fnare in it. 

4. That faith minds a change even when our 
mountains feem ftrongeft. 

2. 'For prayer, obferve this method : 

1. Acknowledge God's mercy both in his pro- 
mifesand performance; fay. Lord, thou haft pro- 
mifed, that no good thing wilt thou with-hold from 
them that walk uprightly ; and furely thou art true 
in thy fayings. 1 believe by virtue of thy promife 
I enjoy this land, and thofe goods. I have nothing. 
Lord, but merely of free grace, and by virtue of 
a promife. 

2. Importune the Lord for fan£ti(icatioQ of prof- 
perity, and for God's bleflings upon the means : — 
the more we profper, the more earneft (hould the 
prayers of faith be ; for of ourfelves we have no 
power to wield a good eftate well, no ability to pre- 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



( 161 ) 

ferveorkeep it: in grcatcft wealth we lie opeii 
to many temptations, and if we pray not earneftly 
that God may fan£tify all his temporal bleOings to 
us, we (hall cool in grace. 

S. Prajfe God for his mercies, and devotfe our- 
felves linto him from whom we have received all; 
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SECT. IV. 



Of the Manner of this Life of Faith, in 
fpiritual Evilst 



E' 



jVILS fpiritual arife either from the devil, or 
the flefli, or the world, or from man» or God, ot 
from our own felves. 

1. Thofe evils that arife from the devil, are 
temptations of feveral forts 9 and the man whofe 
heart is upright, (hall find (Irength enough againft 
every temptation : to that purpofe, confider thefe 
promifes, Matt. xvi. 18. — 1 Cor. x. 13. — 1 John v» 
18. 

2. Thofe evils that arife from the fle(h, are IuAb 
of temptations of uncleannefs ; and for ftrength 
and ability againft fuch a temptation, confider 
thefe prpmifes, Prov, ii. 10^ 11, 16. — Eccles. vii. 
26.— 1 thef. V. 23, 24. 

3. Thofe evils that arife from the world, arei 
covetoufnefs, cares, evil company, and for ftrength 
againft fuch, confider thefe promifes, 2 Cor. vi. 14, 
17, 18. — Gal. i. 4. — 1 John v. 4. — Heb. xiii 5. — 
There are five negatives together in the original that 
ftrongly affirm ; as if he had faid, *' I tell thee, I 
will never, never, never, never, never forfake thee. 

4. Thofe evils that arife from men, are either op- 
pofitions againft truth, concerning which. Matt. 
x. 19. — Ads xviii. 9, 10. — or opofitions againft 
goodnefsj Matt. v. 10.-— 1 Pet, iii, 14. — or'oppofi- 
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tions agarnft both, and fo they fall either on our 
good name, concerning whichi Pf. xxxvii. 6. wher^ 
howfoevcr thy ihnocency be at fome times covered 
with a thick and dark mift of flander aijd oppreffion, 
yet the Lord will in his good time fcatter and dif- 
folve the tnift, and fo make thy innocency apparent 
to the world ; yea, he will make thy righteoufnefs 
as evident as the fun when it arifeth : yea, as noon- 
day, when it is at higheft, and ftiines brighteft, 
Pf. Ixviii. 13.— Matt. v. ll, 12.— 1 Peter, iv. 14, 
&c. or they may fall on us in refpefl of our liberty, 
concerning which, Pf. Ixix, 82^ 33, — and cii. 19, 
20. — Rev. ii. 10. — or they may deprive us of our 
goods, concerning which, 2 Chron. xxv. 9. — 
Matt, xix,, 29. — Hab. iii. 17, 18.— or they may 
take avi^ay life, concerning which, Matt. X. 39— 
John xii. 25. — Rev. xiv. 13. 

6. Thofe evils which arife from God, are d,e- 
fertions; and for comforts againft them, confidcr 
thcfe promifes, Ifa. xlix. 14, 15, 16 — and liv. T, 
8 — and i. iO. 

6* Thofe evils that arife from ourfelves, are fins 
and infirmities, and they are either fpirltual blind* 
nefs, concerning which, Luke iv. 18. — 1 John ii. 
27.— ifa. XXXV. 4, 5 — or fpiritual lamenefs, con- 
cerning which, Ifaiah xxxv. 6 — and xl. 31-t-or hea- 
vinefs of mind, concerning Which, Ifa. xXxv. 1, 2. 
— Jer. XXX. 15, 16, 17 — or weaknefs of memory, 
concerning which, John xiv. 26 — or fears of lofmg 
God's love, concerning which, Ifa. Ixix. 13— and 
liv. 10. — Jer. xxxiii. 20. — Pf. Ixxxix. 33, 34, 35. 
John xiii. 1. — Rom. xi. 29— or indifpofition, dif- 
traftion, defeflsin our beft performances, concern- 
ing which, Numb, xxiii. 21. — Cant, ii 14 — 6r par- 
ticular falls, daily frailties and infirmities, concern* 
ing which, Ifa. Iv. 7. — Jer. iii. 1. — Pf. xxxvii. 24. 
and cxvl. 14. — Hofea xiv. 4. — 1 John i. 9. 

2. For the exercifing of faith, concerning thefe 
promifes that we may live by them, go Wb to me- 
ditation and prayer. 
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1. For meditation, confider, 

1. That of ourfelves we cannot refift thefe fpi- 
titual evils i all our comfort is, that neither the devil, 
nor the world, nor the flefli, nor fin, can opp. fe 
any farther than God will give them leave ; nor the 
devil himfelf can not tempt whom lie will, npr how 
long he will, but in all thefe be i$ confined by the 
providence of God. 

2. That faith fortifies the foul againft all oppofi- 
tions, the more they rage, the more faith heartens 
the foul to believe, and to keep clofe under the 
Ihadowofthe Lord's wings; as the child affrighted, 
clings fafter to the mother ; fo the poor foul pur- 
fued by the devil, or world, or flefti, or man, or 
God, or our own corruptions, run to Cbrift, and 
in his name refids all thefe evils, and in his name 
gets the viclory. 

2. For prayer, obferve this method ; 

1. Confefs our fins of former ignorance, vanity of 
mind, felf confidence, mifinterpretingof the Lord's 
doings, &c. which fet open the foul to all other 
fpiritual evils. 

2. Importune the Lord for pardon of fin, and 
for help againft all oppofitions. 

3. Then prefs the Lord with his promifes, as 
with fo many arguments : " Lord, thou haft faid. 
That the gate$ of hell fliall pot prevail againft tisj 
that whofo pleafeth God, (hall efcape the ftrangc 
woman: that whofoever.is born of God pvcr- 
cometh the world : that if we fufFcr for righte-» 
oufnefs fake, happy are we : that in a little wrath 
I hid my face from thee for a moment, biit with 
everlafting kindnefs will I have mercy upon thee :'* 
Thefe are precious promifes ! Now, Lord, make 
them good to my foul ; let me draw the virtue 
from every of thefe promifes; let not a word 
of thefe promifes fall to the ground ^ |et me have 
a (hare, and part and portion in thefe cpmfort- 
able promife$» through the Lord Jefus. 

X2 
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S E C T. V. 

Qf the Manner of this Life of Faith in fpiritual 
Blejfmgs^ as derived to us from God and Ckrifi, 
and the Spirit of ChriJ. 

J. Jl ROM God proceeds his love of us* — Pre- 
fept with us,— Providence over us. 

1. Concerning his love of us we have thefe pro- 
jnifes, Deut. vii. 7, 8, 13. — Ifa. liv. 8. — Jer. xxxi. 
3.— Hofea ii. 19, and xiy. 4. — John iii, l6.Eph. iu 
4.— 1 John vi. 19, 

2. Concerning hi§ prefence with us, we have 
thefe promifes. Gen. xxvi. 24, and xxviii. 15, 
Exod. iii. 12. — Jofbua i. 5. — Jer. 1. 8. — 1 Chronl 
:)cxviii. gO. — Ifaiah xli. 10. — Matt, xxviii. 20. — 
^cv. ii. 1. 

3. Concerning his providence over us, we have 
Ihefe promifes : Pf. xxxiv. 7 — xci. 11, 12. — Job 
^x^vi. 7. — Zech. ii. 8. 

2. From Chrift we have promifes. — 1. Of the 
perfon of Iphrift. — 2. Of the benefits that flow from 
Chrift. ' 

1. Of thQ pprfon of Chrift, in GeneCs iii. l£j. 
Where was the firft promife, and the foundatiorj 
of all other propiifesjbecaufe God intended to make 
good every prorpife in Chrift. 

2. Of the benefits that flow from Chrift. 

1. Concerning redemption, we have thefe pro- 
mifes. Tit. ii. X4. — Eph. i. 7.7-Gal. iii. 13. — Heb. 
ix. i2. 

3. Coiicerning vocation, we haye tjiefe promifes, 
A£ts ii. 39.— Rom. viii. SO. 

2. Concerning juftification, we have thefe pro- 
mifes, Ifaiah iiii. 11. — Afls xiii. 39 — Rom. viii. 33. 

4' Concerning reconciliation, we have thefe pro- 
mifes, 2 Cor. v. i8y 19.— Eph. ii. 14, 16.— CoK 
i, 21, 22. 
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5. Concerning adoption, we have thefe promifes. 
Gal. iii. 26. — John i. 12. — Rom. ix. 26. — Gal. iv, 
4, 5, 7. 

3. From the fpirit of Chrift we have promifes. — 
1. Of the fpirit himfelf. — 2. Of the operation of 
the fpirit. 

1. Of the fpirit himfelf, in Joel ii. 28, 29.~Aas 
ii. 17, 18. — John xiv. 16, 17.— Eph. i. 13.-T- 
Gal. iii. 14. 

2. Of the operation of the fpirit, and that — i. 
In general, as fanflification. — 2. In fpecial, as 
ipirituai graces, and (^iritual duties. 

2. Concerning fanftification, we have thefe pro- 
mifes, Micah vii, 19. — Jer. xxxi. 33, 34. — Heb, 
viii. 10— and x. 16—1. Thef. v. 23.1 John i, 7. — 
Rev. i. 5. • 

Concerning graces and duties, we (hall handle 
them anon. 

2. For the cxercife of faith concerning the pro- 
xnifes, that we may live by them, go we to mcdita* 
tion and prayer. 

1. For meditation, confider thefe things : 

1. That faith (confidering the privileges of God's 
children) admires and adores, " Oh! how great i5 
thy goodnefs which thou haft laid up for them that 
fear thee, which thou haft wrought for them that* 
truft in thee, before the fons of men !" 

2. That faith (on this account) refts upon God, 
and Chrift, and the fpirit of Chrift, to receive what- 
foever may be good and profitable to the foul: The 
Lord is my Jhepherd^ IJhall not want. What can 
they want, who have 'God for their^ F3ther, Chrift 
for iheir Saviour, the Spirit for their fanSifier? 

3. That faith hereupon fets an high price upon 
Chrift, upon God in Chrift, upon the Spirit of 
Chrift. Thefe promifes are more worth than king- 
doms, empires, the whole world. PJeafures, pro- 
fits, honours, all al-e vain and empty, and nothing 
is to be refted.on, but Jefus Chrift ^ yea there is a 
full content in Jefus Chrift. 
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4. Faith in thefe promifes doth greatly enlarge 
the heart towards God, and ftirreth up to earneft 
ftudy of holinefs ; if a Chriftian be much in th$ 
meditation of God*s fingular goodnefs in Chrift, it 
will even conftrain him to yield up himfelf wholly 
to God, in all manner of godly converfation. 

5. Faith ever runs to thefe promifes in all ftraits, 
and here it finds comfort. Where can it take up ^ 
furer and fafer refuge than with God and Chrift, 
apd the Spirit of Chrift ? Indeed God it dares not 
Jook at, but in Chri(t ; and the Spirit proceeds not 
but from Chrift, to Chrift therefore it runs imme^ 
di*itely; it is Chrift, " who of God is made unto 
us wifdom, and righteoufnefs, and fanftification, 
and redemption." " Come (faith faith) let us gq 
to Chrift, and if he receive us not prefently, let us 
(lay a Jitlle ; he is full of bowels and tendernefs to- 
wards poor finners ; he keeps open houfe fpr all 
comers ; he invites all, entertains all, old finners^ 
young, finners, great finners, lefs finners, his pro- 
mife is fure too : him that cometh unto me, I will 
in no wife paft out." 

2. For prayer, obferve this method : 

1. Confefs and acknowledge God's mercies both 
in his promifes and performances. 

2. Pray for this increafe of faith, and for a father 
and farther fij^ht of this beliefj; ** Give me, gracious 
Father, to believe as thou baft promifed ; create in 
ine' the hand of faith, and make it ftronger and 
ftrpnger, that I may efFcflually receive what in 
mercy thou reacheft forth ; and then give me the 
(pirit of revelation, that I may difcern truly what 
thou haft given me, that my lips may fing of thy 
praife all the day long," 

3. Praife God for his mercies, apd quietly reft in 
the promifes: •* Oh 1 Lord, thou haft freely loved, 
^nd redeemed, and fan£lified my foul ; Oh 1 how 
Should I praife thee ! Lord, thou haft given Chrift 
for n\y wifdom and fan6lification, as well as fpr 
righteoufnefs and redemptipo: Lorcf, ihau h^ft ftp- 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



/ 



( 167) 

pointed Chrift to be the beginner and flniffaer of- 

my holinefs, and furely he will not leave the Work 

impdrfeft, whercunto he is ordained of the Father. 

Were the progrefs of this building committed to 

my care and overfight, there might be caufe of 

fe&r; but fince thou haft laid all upon Chrift, my 

only and all-fufficient Redeemers 'Lord, increafe 

my faith, that I may hold him faft and be fafe, 

andfoat laft may fing hallelujahs to thee in heavert 

for ever and ever." 



SECT, VI. 

Oflht Manner of this Life of Faith in fpttttual 
Graces. 

1 HE operation of the Spirit appears in fpiritual 
graces, and fpiritual duties. 

1. The kinds of graces are thefe, faith, hope, 
joy, love, fear, obedience, repentance, humility, 
tfieeknefs, patience, zeal, and perfeverance ; con*- 
cerning which the Lord hath made gracious pro- 
mifes to give them and to reward them. 

The firft grace is faith, and we find promifes. — 1« 
Ofit, Eph. ii. 8. — ^Job vi. 37: — Obferve here thefe 
promifes of affurance, the higheft meafure of faith» 
Pfal. 1. 23.— Ezek. xxxiv. 30.— Ifa. Ix, 16.— Pfal. 
xcvii. 1 1. — 2. To it, 2 Chron. xi. 20. — Prov.xxix. 
25.*-lfa. xxvi* 3.---A£l« x. 43. — Rom. xviii. 4.-— 
A£ls xiii. 39. — John i. 12 — vii. 38-^iii. 16| 36— 
V. 24— and vi. 47* 

The fecond is hope, and we find pronftifeSi 1. Of 
it, Pfa. Ixv. 4. — Prov. xiv. 32.— Job xiii. 15. — 2* 
To it, Pf. xK 4 — Rom. iv. 18, 22— viii, 24, 

The third is joj^, and we find promifes, 1. Of it, 
Pf. xxxvi. 8j 9* — Ixiv, 10. — Ixviii. 3. xcvii. 11. — 
cxviii. 15. — If.xii. 2,3 — ^XJfXV* throughout — Ivi. 7. 
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-^Ixvi. 13j 14. — Johnxvi. 22. — Rom;xiv. I7. — 2. 
To it, Pf. Ixxxix. 13, I e. 

The fourth is love, efpecially of God, and we 
may find promifes, 1. Of it. Cant. i. 4. — Deut. 
XXX. 6. — 2. To it Pfa. xci. 14. — cxlv. 20. Prov; 
viii. 21. — Deut. vii; 9. — 1. Cor. viii. 3.-^ii. 9; 10. 
Jam. i. 12. — ii. 5. 

The fifth is fear, and we find proraifes, 1. Of if,- 
Jer. xxxii. 39, 40. — Hot iii. v. — 2. To i|, Pfa. ciii. 
11. — xxxi. 19. — cxlvii. 11. — Mai. iii. 16, 17. 
- The fixth is obedience, and we find promifes, 1. 
Of it, Ezek. xi. 19, 20. — xxxvi. 26, 27. — 2. To it. 
Deut. xxviii. 1, 2, to 14. 

The feventh is repentance, and we find promifes^ 
1. Of it, AQs V. 30, 31.— Ezek. xi. 19.— xx. 43. 
xxxvi. 31. — 2. To it. Mal.iii. 7.— Is. Iv. 7. — 2. 
Chron. vii. 14.— Is. i. 16, 17, 18.— job ill. 27, 28. 
— Jer. iv. 14. 

The eighth is humility, and we find fome pro- 
toifes, 1. Ofit,2Cor. X. 4,5.— Gal. v.22— 2.To" 
it, Prov. XV. 33. — xxii. 4. — James iv. 6. — 1 Pet. w 
5.— If. Ivii. 15.— Malt. V. 3. 

The ninth is meeknefs, and we find promifes^ 
1. Of it. If. xi. 6, 7, 8.— Gal. v. 22, 23.-2. To it^ 
Pi', xxxvii. 11. — cxlvii. 6. — If. xxix. 9. — Pf. xxv. 
9. — Zeph. ii. 3. — Mat. v. 3. — and xi. 29. — Pfah 
cxiix. 4. 

The tenth is patience, and we find promifes, 1^ 
Of it. Jam. i. 5. — 2. To it^ Heb. x. 36. — Jam. v. 
11. 

The eleventh is zeal, and we find fome promifes 
1. Of it, Jer. XX. 9.-2 Cor. vii. 11.— 2. To it. 
Numb. xxv. 12, 13.— Rev. iii, 19, 20. 

The twelfth is perfevcrance, and we find fome 
promifes, 1. Of it, Pf. Ixxxix. 28. — Prov. xii. 3. — 
Ifa. xlvi. 4.— 2. To it. Matt. x. 22.— Rev: ii. 26. 

The degrees of graces follow ; and we find fomci 
promifes, 1. Thereof, Ifa. xliv. 3, 4. — Mai. iv. 2. 
Pf. Ixxxiv. 7. — Prov. iv, 18, — 2. thereto, Rom.- 
xiii. 11.— 2. Pet. i. 8. 
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2. For the e^ercife of faith concerning^ thefe 
promifes that we may lire by theoQ^ go we k) me- 
4itatia(i a^^ prayer. 

1. For medit^tiqpi copW^r, 

1. That oi qur{(elvqs ve I^^lvq i)p ^hni|:y to at- 
tain aqy ef thefe graces: eyery one caa liw» \ 
porpofe weU: but the queftiqp is« whethectqey 
puild not OE t^etr own ftrengtb ? ^any a Pftaa 
(efpecially ip timepf his ^ckqefs, danger, clifgtace) 
will niake foqr promifef of ^enxj^et^t^ but Vheq 
the rod ia refpoyed, ^l\ is. forgoUep : what jna^y 
|>e the re^fon ? He fiands pi) his own feet, He 
prefumes to go of himfelf, and then no ipatvelif 
he falls. If we will have any of thefe graces, 
then deny we ourfelves : / mli keep thy Jfatu4es, 
faid David : but tmnoediafely be cries. Oh ! farfake 
me not utterly f Purpo&s thus grounded, bring 
forth holy performances; — but of ourfelvea wo 
can expeft nothing. 

2. That God^s fpirit will jnfufe thde graces, 
and the increafe of thefe graces into them that be- 
lieve: many would fain have hope and joy, bttti 
they excrcife not thc?r feith to believe God and hia 
promifes : I knew a man in Ghrift off and on, un*' 
ftayed, difmayed at his manifold flips, ftrong cor« 
ruptions little prevailings againft them, and (wbeoi 
all come to all) he could find no help till he went 
t^^a prQQiifj&y and believed th^t Qod would do the 
^hf>U WQTk for him. — It is good to believe, (that 
^pording (p hjs pronife) God will fan3:ify our 
D.atur^s, eoa^ble qs to hoJipefs, ^nd bellow all hij^ 
graces pn -Us.. 

3- Th3t for the degrees of thefe graces^ it iq 
nei^eiT^rjf to improve theoi. God ever beftow$ 
t^Q greatefi meafi^r^, where he finds a eare to put 
tlfeni forth to s^dyaptage : Whqfoever hath, to him 
J^qll be given, a^d hejhall hcofe more abundance. — 
/iji i^n iD<;reafe their fi^bQance by labour, and 
learning by diligence, fo he th^t improves gra9e$« 
lliall more and more abound in them. 

4 Y 
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2. For prayer^.otbferye this method : 

1. Acknowledge your inability: O Lord, f 
have no graces by nature, I have no power to 
cieanfe' my own heart : O Lord, I have defaced 
^ine rmage, but I cannot repair it; I may 
fay with the apoftle, when I would do weH, 
evil is prefent with me, but I find no means 
to pcrfeft what I defire : — Oh ! when fliall I 
be fct at liberty, that I might do the work 
of. God, and run the race of his command- 
ments ? Oh ! that I had faith, and hope, and 
joy, and love ! 

2. Look we up to the power, and grace, and 
truth of God, and prefs him therewith: "Lord, 
I have heard of thy power, thou caUeft the 
things that are notj as if they were ; thou canil 
if thou wilt, work in me thefe graces, as thou 
didft glorioufly create them in Adam: Lord, I 
have heard. alfo of thy grace and truth ; thou art 
as faithful to keep, as free to make thefe precious ' 
promifes. Thy grace is unfearchable, thy word 
purer than filver feven times refined. Oh! make 
good thy promifes ! I prefs thee with thy power, 
grace, and truth ! Oh! repleni(h me with thy 
graces !" 

3. Look, we on the promifes, and pray by them, 
or turn them into prayer. Faith hearkeneth 
what the Lord fpeaketh, and fpeaketh back again 
in fervent groans and defires to whatfoever it 
heareth; hence we can make no prayer in 
boldnefs, faith or comfort, but for things pro- 
mifcd, and in that manner as they are pro- 
mifed. Thus Jacob (Gen. xxxii. 9) and David 
(2 Sam. vii. 27, 28, 29) prayed by a promife, 
and thus ihould we pray by a promife,- and 
then we may be fure we pray according to his 
will. t 
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SECT. IX. 



Of the Manner of this Life of Faith in fpititual 
Duties. 



HE firft duty is prayer, io which arc afBxed 
thefe promifcs, Pf. v. S. — x. 17. — Ixv. 2. — Prov. 
XV. 29.— Pf. 1. 15.— xir. 17, 18, 19, 20.— Zech. 
xiii. 8, 9. — Rom. viii. 13. — Jam. v. 15. 

The fecond is praiTe, to which are affixed thefe 
promifes, 1 Sam. ii. 30. — Pf. 1. 23. — Ixviii. 5, 6. 

The third is preaching, to which Matt, xxviii. 
20. — John V. 25. 

The fourth is reading the word, to which Pfal. 
xix. 8. — Prov. i. 4. 

The fifth is fading, to which Jam. iv. 9, 10.— 
Matt. vi. 18. 

The fixth is meditation, to which Pfal, i. 2. — 
Prov. xiv. 22.-T>*Phil. iv. 8, 9. 

The feventh is examination, to which 1 Cor. xi, 
31.— Gal. vi. 4. 

. The eighth is fanfiificadon of the Lord^s day, to 
which Ifa. Iviii. 13, 14. — Ivi. 2. — ^Jer. xvii. 26. 

The ninth is reproof, to which Prov. xxiv. 25. 
x;Kviii. 23. 

The tenth is almfgiving, to which Pfal.xli. !» 2^ 
3. — Luke xiv. 13, 14. 

The eleventh is waiting on God, to which Ifa. 
xl. 3i.— xHx.23.— Ixiv. 4. 

2. For the exefcife of faith concerning thefe 
promifes, that we may live by them, go we to 
meditation and prayer. 

For meditation, confider : — 

1. That God deals gracioufly with his people. 
I^e might out of his abfolute fovereignty, coipmand 
only, and we were bound to obey in every of thefe 
duties ; but he is pleafed (the better to quicken us 
ta obedience) lo annex thefe gracious promifes* 

Y2 
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2. That as he is gracious to us ; fo we fliould bp 
chearful in our duties to him : this chearfulnefs of 
fervice is the very beft fruit of faith j by faith Abel 
brought of the ^rfilings of his flock> and of the f^t 
thereof, an offering to the Lord. By faith David 
went with the multitude unto the houfe of God, 
with the voice of joy ^nd praife. It is the voice of 
fkith, I wiJl iing and give praife ^itb the beft 
memt^er I havie. 

2k For |>ray«r, obfefVe this «iethod : 

1. AcknpwledgethegoOdnefs and ftee gr^te of. 
God ih thefe prortiifes : ^' O Lojd, why (houldft 
thou allpriefne to that which I am every Way boun4 
to ? )f I had none 6f thefe promifes, I have already 
in hand a world of mercies, which infinitely bind 
me to duty; and wilt thuu yet add this and that 
promife, to this apd that duty ? Oh i miracle of 
mercies! Oh I thd gbodnefs of God !" 

2. Beiyail your own dulnefs and ildth to this 
duty: '^ Andyfet {O iiord) how dull, and retnifs 
and flight am I in the^rafiice of this or that duty ?^^ 
Thou llAft fUdi Cnrfed is the man that (hth ihp 
work of the Lord negligently : " O ! then what is 
my pottit^ti ^ N6 marvel^ if I feel no power> no 
fweet i)i the ordinances whijft I dial partially, bear 
pevfuoflorily^ f)ta{^ cbidly^ libour not to feed on 
the promife. O Lord^ thou loveft a chearftal gtvef, 
bfltt,iny< fetvict^s are mainfied^ corrppt^ de^d> fi^« 
perficial, and very unchearful.*' 

3i Imfiortiitie thd jLord to quicken four dead 
hearts to the duty ; fo prays David^ Teach tHe tQ 
do thy wiU ; thyfpitit is gvpi^ lead tne in tfit land 
qf'uprighin^s ; fo prays the church, draw me» and 
we will run after thee^ and fo let us pray ;» give kn« 
a chearful heart in thy fefvlce, enliven my heart 
by thy bteiTed Spirit;^ give yne to do what thi)u i^^ 
qbireft^ incline my heart to thy ftatuteft. 

4% implore fhe aiSltance of 0od^s Spirit 19 ewttf 
good duty/ beg «lcce|pfahco of your |)^rfons ati^ 
berfariliancvB in the |^rd Tefu» Chrift^ preft ^ips^ 
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with his projantfbt to let on duties^ and td feWa^d 
duties; Arid What^tef dufy you do> prefs him with 
that^rpedal prbniifb batohgi^g UiltO it. Thu6 if 
v^t tn^dttMls and pray, aild pfay atid meditdti?,* we 
DJ*y Hye by faith, iki rtferttiee W fpii'itqal duties* 

SECT. VJIJ. 

ity ttt Manner qf this Life qf Fuith in Things 
Eternal. 

h CJoNCjERNINO dathnatioil, of eternal cdn^ 
fufion, wc bare thefe promifes ^gainft it, Ifa. xlv. 
n.—Rom. Vili. X. 

2. Concerning falvatjotii ^t hive thfefe promifes 
fbtit, Rofli. vi. 23. J Their, iv. 17.— God hath pto- 
mifed ufe a kingdom. Matt. xxv. 34. — An hea- 
Ffenly kingdom. Matt. vii. SI.— An eternal king- 
dom, 2 ret. i. M>^A crown of lift, Janies i. 
ll-^A crown of rightedufnfefs, 2 Tim. iv. 8. — fm 
iitittiarctffible trown of glory, I I'et, v. 4. 

2, For the exercife df faith concerning thefe 
ptcttiifes, that we may |iVe by them, go w^ to 
meditation and prayer* 

1. For tneditation, confider, 

1. That fkith itl the pre,ciou6 promifes of eternal 
liFfe, quiets land cheers the hedrt in the midft of dif- 
(couragements. 

2. That fnlnefs of glory is referved for the life to 
come ; but the beginnings of glory, as peace, joy, 
fanfliftcalion, are voucbfafed here. Grace is the 
beginning of glory, and now as grace grows, fo 
PNi enter lip^h the poiTeldion of our inheritance^ 

3. Faith earneftly defires and longs after full 
glory. Ourfelvies alfo which have the iirft-fruits of 
the fplrit, even w^ outfelves groati within our? 
fel^es, waiting for the adoption, to Wit, the re- 
d«?toj)tioti of tj)je body. 
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a. For prayer, obferye this method : 

1. Confefs we our foriper careleiTnefs to enter 
upon this inheritance ; " O Lord, I have flighted 
thy promifesi I have negle£led the motions of thy 
Hply Spirit, I have not carefully improved the 
gifts received, I have not laboured more and more 
to be fealed with the protnifed fpirit :— Ah Lord ! 
what a dwarf am I in holinefs ? By reafon of my 
iloth, the powers of grace are fo enfeebled, that f 
can fcarce breathe or figh in the way to heaven.'* 

?. Pray that the Lord would ipcreafe our faith, 
feal us by his Spirit, lead us in the way of peace, 
caufe us to grow up in holinefs, make us wife to 
prize and value, to tafte andreliflj the very joys of 
heaven 9 and above all that he would aifure our 
confciences of our right and title thereto, 

3. Praife God for bi;5 promiiesof eternal life :*r-p 
" O Lord, thou haft looked on my baf(? cftatc, and 
vifited me with mercy from on high ; of a (iranger 
and a foreigner, thou haft m^de me a free denizen 
of the n^w Jerufalem: now I fee, J read it in thy 
precioijs prom.ifes, that my name is regiftered in 
heaven ; an eterna) weight of glory is referved for 
me i heaven is my home, my hope, my inheritance : 
Oh ! where fta|l my heart be, but where my 
treafure is ? — Oh ! the incomprehenfible love and 
favour of my dear Lord I What a mercy is this ? 
Vl/hat promifes are thefe ? — My foul rejoiceth in 
tbee my God, ipy fpifit OialJ blpfs thy name for 
(ever apd ever." 



3 E C T. IX. 

Of the Manner of this Life of Faith in regard to 
others. 

VV E have done with the promifes that concern 
ourfelves : |K)w fo)low fuch fpecial promifes as we 
find in holy writ concernipg others s 9nd they have 
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reference, cither to our own family, to godly fociety 
farther enlarged, or the church of Chrift, 

1. The members of our family are, hufband and 
wife, — parent and child, — matter and fervant, 

1. For huftiand and wife, they have promifes 
from the Lord, Pf. cxxviii. — Prov. xxxi. 28» — and 
xi. 16.— Job V. 25. 

2. For parent and child, God hath made a gra- 
cious covenant with them. Gen. xvii. 7, 9.— -Afts 
ii. 39. — Jer. xxxii. 39. — Prov. xx. 7.-:— Good pa- 
rents (though poor) leave their children a good pa* 
trimony, for they have laid tip many prayers for 
them in heaven, and they leave God*s favour for 
their poffeffion, and his promifes for a fure inherit- 
ance, Pf. xxxvii. 25, 26. — Prov.xi. 21. — Ps. cxii. 
2. — and XXV. 13. — and xxxvii. 29. — Prov. xiii. 22. 
Ifa. xliv.3,4. — liv.13. — And children obeying their 
parents have thefe promifes, Exod. xx. 12. — Eph. vi. 
2. — Jer. XXXV. 18, 19. — Prov. i. 8, 9. — and vi. 20. 

3. For mafter and fervant, they have fweet pro- 
mifes, Prov. iii. 33. — Job viii. 16. — Prov. xiv. 11. 
efpecially the fervant, that is truly obedient. Col. 
iii. 23, -24.— 1 Pet. ii. 19. 

Here confider magiftrates, Deut. xvii. 19, 20. — 
Pf. cxxxii. 18. — and rainitters, Pf. cv. 15. — Rev. 
ii. 1. — Ifa. xlix. 4. 

2. Godly fociety (out of our own families) hath 
precious promifes, as Prov. xiii. 20: — Mai. iii. 16, 
17.— Matt;xviii. 20. 

3. The church of -Chrift, whether particular (as 
public aiTemblies) hath blefled promifes, Ifa. xxxiii. 
20,21. lix.21. — Matt.xviii.20.— 1 Cor. v. 4. — Rev. 
ii. 1. — Pf. xxvi. 8.— and cxxxiii. 3. — Mic. iv. 4, 1 1, 
12. — or whether general and univerfal, it hath glo- 
rious promifes, as Matt. xvi. 8. — Jfa. xxvii. 3. — Pf, 
cxxv. 2. — ^Zech. ix. 16. — Here come in all the pro» 
mifes; firft, of calling the Jews, as If. lix. 20. — 
Rom. xi. 23, 26. — Hof. xiii. 14. — and xiv. 2, 3, 4, 
5, 6, 7, 8. — Secondly, of bringing in the Gentiles, 
as Ifa. xlix* 22, 23. — Rev. xxi. 24.-— John x. 16. — 
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Ifa. Ix. 3, 4, S^Aas ^. l*.^Eph. ii. I2t 19.--- 
Thirdly, of |he deftrMdtioji of Autichrift, ^s^H Tb^ff. 
ii. 8.-«^Rfiv. xvii. l6.-^aii(i?5«iu- 21.-«-wbere e^ch 
word h^tU alnjoft a gr^tipUji jn t)iat an aagej, a 
rnighty ^ngel taketh a ftpQe^ ^ gre^t (lopes Qveii a 
milldQae, wh^h he letr^ttv Aot barely fs^U^ l>ut 
cafteth into the fea^ whence no|hing or(jiiun)y ia^ 
t9(?Qvercdt iiiuth Icfi? ^ miUftpne, tbriift from fi|ch 
« b?ind, an4 wUh fqcbfoTC^, 

Now fpc the e^qrcifi^ig qf faith coi>ccfniag tbefe 
promifcs, thqt u^c pi^y live bjr them,, ga we tQ 
ipadU^tioo an4 prayer, 

1. Fqr rne^itation, cQU&Jer, 

1, Th^t we b^ve bvl the perform^nfftB pf n^^pji 
of tbefe pioipkfe^ j 9n4 thi§ m^y pprfuiide qs tb^l^ 
therefidup (efpegially ofth^ churQhe& ^wriftungi 
^nd of Anticbrift's c}pvvi>fj»lll is as fujc as tb^t pwt 
already accomplKhed j ^xp^ric^c^ fliw'4 ftrpagtbe^ 
f^iih, aa4 fereed iin alj^wred b<^ in Qod's pepplot 
of the Lprd's ffo(l g|or}Q\|% aj?pp?u:ing, 

2. ThaMbf tina^ is pow for the church'? Tf&<fp^ 
ing, and forbringipg ip more l^ipg4oi»§iTocp aoli<^ 
chrift to Chrift. What elfe me^n all the fljakipgs i|) 
all the kingdPPi^ of the i^wld ? Ther^fpr^ ftu4l «^e 
this time of Qoc|, and v^ our pla^es^^nd ^^Uipgs, 
work with providence, now we baye a fcaf^i^ ta help 
ijp the cbprch, Qpd's bply i^Quot^ip, 

Forpr^yer^ phfery^ tbi^npethojl: 

1. Confefs our former negle^ in pyr foveF^J rehi- 
lians: " O JUord? I bj^ve po* dope w,y dM^y in my 
oyvn fsLiQWy, aa^pog Ctwifti^n^j^ in \h^ «?hvKbcfl of 
Chrift^ J bfive i)o,t perforisied Pfiry vaw?^ ftfved iny 
goAeration, )?e).pfd opwv4 !^e buil/diiog.qf Zjpij. 
And pQ^, L,9»4, wh^f ifeal^ I fi*y, bM( cojpfplkii ^9 
thy glory, 49d p^y own ft^pf^." 

2. Fr^y fajT ^ bjeflSng on 9^h^rs, 9& qoi our 0^9 
felve.$ 5 forgpt ftot oy r rejgjtionp tp qtbers. ip our Ij^^ 
prayers ; b^ ip^px^ityipate wkb pod ippre efjpe^ i^ltj 
for ^p.^Q loojc Mupp ?ipn, the city of ovr (b]«p»r 
lutifts i Jet tfeififi eji$ fen f eKufi^lfiin » quiet; i^ftl^itgriQfii 
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sr tabernacle tfa^t ^all nof be takeii dowin •;. 1^ not 
cp^ of the ftakes thereof be removed^ nor any of 
the cords Ife broken. ' , .,_ 

3. Prefs we the Lord with all his ^e<;iou$(pro«* 
roifes, either to our families, or Chriftian fdcieties, 
or the churches of Chicift* We have a promtfe, 
that the Lord will create upon every dwelling-place 
of mount Zion, and upon the ajemblies, a cloud and 
/moke by day, and thejhining of a flaming fire by 
night, for upon all the glory fiiall be a d^tnce :-^ 
** Now, Lord, make good thy word/* 

Conclude with, I believe, that whatfoever &q^ 
hath faid in any of thefe r^fpeQs, hq wjirfut/i) 4c 
In his own time: heaven and e^tb (ball paff «wayi 
but not one jot, one tittje;qf God's wpr4 ^aJl fpil. 
It may be the prefent, things Jejsm €pntrary,.<yet 
God hath faid it, and ttjat's enough, fpr nje { .If I 
cati but really acknowledge »pd believe^, thajt Qq4 
is able to do it, he, will then (peak frpmh^^vjcnp as 
he did once on earth. — According to ycurfaitU^ be 
it trnio you. 



SECT.!. 

Of the Nature <if Family Duties. 

JnilTriERTb of the duties which fioi^ern every 
man, in his own particular ;, next to them fupcopd 
family duties, jwhich qught to be jointly or refpi$c» 
tiyely obferve4 by the families ai^dhoufes ofthejpeo? 
pie of God. Thi$ is irppUed by that tbr<:at, jPouroiLt 
ihy fut:y uponthis kcnthm thnt know. Ihe^jtpt, aiKi 
«^/» t^efat^ilfeftj^l^ii^^^^ ft%i 

by that example of Jolbua, £«< as for m^ and msf^ 
4 2 
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houfe^ toe will serve the Lord; and by that pronwle 
of God, At ike fame time, faitk the TLord^ will I' be 
the God of all the families of Ifrael, and theyjhati 
be my people. ' 



S E C T. II. 

Cf the Preparatives to Family Duties. 



N( 



I OW that wc may^ comfortably carry pn thcfe 
fatpily duties, obferye we — ' 

1. Our entrance into. them. 

\ a. 0\ir proceedings in thttft: 

'■ 1. For eib trance we muft lay a good fou'ndation 

in thofe that belong to this family : 

2. In the governor, whpfe duty itis.' 

1. To. endeavour in> fpecial manner for know- 
Jegde in God's word, and for holinefs of converfa- 
tion J this would tend much to the prefervation of 
bis authority, whi>*otherwH'r -will be flighted and 
difregarded. 

2. To marry in the Lord, apd then to live chaAly 
in wedlock; that there/may be an holy feed. 

3. To beware whom he admits to dwell with 
him. See David's refplution herein. Mine eyes 

Jfiall be upon the faithful of the land, that they may 

dwell with me: he that walkeVi in a perfect way 

Jhali ferve mi: ; ie that worketh * deceit fhall not 

dwell within my houfe ; he that telleih lies.Jiall not 

tarry in my fight. 

2. In the governed, whofe duty it is both to 
join together in the performance of family duties, 
with their governor, 'and to fub'mit to his govern- 
ment. My fon hear the inJlruSiion of- thy father, 
dnd'fdrfake not ike law of thy mother ^ for they 
JkaU be anothhrneM of graee unto thy itead; 'and 
dboiH&tibimi iify neck. * .. *. to \ r. -^ 



1* 
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" Of the Jbuties of, (governors .in , generdL 

T 

XN the fyroceedings 6f fhefe fafnlljr duties, we afe ' 
to confidef the* duties, 1. Of* ^ the governor's: 2. 
or the governed. *' ' • ' 

•1. The governors, if (as. it 'were in Jtiajfiigt) 
there be more thin pne,as firft*,the chief governor, ' 
to wi^, theTidftsindVfeebhd'ly, the helper, to wiVi 
the wife ; botfi thefe owe duties to iheir^amilies'y ' 
and'duHes tonnii anothfer. '* ^^ ♦ '^ 

1. .The duties they owe to their, families, ar6,^-^- ■ 
In/general'to the whole :4n particiilar, acccrrditig, 
to fhieir feveral relatidns; * ' ' '. ,T"?^ 

1/That which m general-they owe to the Whdef;' 
family^ is both, to their bodies and fovfls. /* \f ' 

1. To their bodfesj concterning-'v^hich; faith tlfe 
RpoRh, 'IIe;'thai'prvvideth;?wtfdr his own, arid ' 
e/pecidlfy forthufe offrisownhvufe^, hath dtriied 
the^faiihf and t> uior/e than an infidel. ' ; 

2. To their fouls ; concerning whichj'.'-foihii' 
dut-ies- they are to perforin* to the ftmily,3nd foth^ / 
to require of the family. ' • *- '/- 

1 . ' The dutfes they are to perform to them, kfe;-^ 
1. Tq provide that they may live under thepub-'^* 
Ji« mhifftryvft>r otherwife how Khould thtey be 
broughf into thte (heepfold of Chrift, if the^.he^tf* * 
not tfieroIce«of the chief (heph'endfpealciaguhtd • 
them by tfiofe whom he hath fent. *^ .. / • ■ 

*«. To overfee' the way of their families, thaf^ 
theyferve'Godrand as in all 'Other deities, fo efpie- - 
cially-in fanftifying'the fabba^hs: to this the ver/ 
wordsin the fourth commandm6rtti bind all maftrt',^! ' 
of hmTtest Remember thoU and-th^ Jbn\ and'th^/ 
daughter^thy man-feroant^ and thy^^idt^V^^itt * 
thte' Lord' fpre As by name 'to the 'governors, V^s • tf 
he? woiild'TOake thetb^^ ovetfeerir of- this wbrk of 
iaQ^fytogt^'hisfabbaths^ ' " 
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$. To offer prajers and spraifts to the Lord 
morning and evenirig: This w&s ^David's pradice. 
Evening and mornings and at noon tviU I prpjf^, and 
cry atdAd, and'liejhall hear my voice. ^ 

4. To inftru£t their families privately in matters,, 
o^^eljg^on^ ih^t thejr may not oq^ly profels, but fe^l . 
the, power of religion. Tljis duty impliesi,r- 

'1. A' familiar catechifing of them in, the pnn- 
cipjes of reli^iont ,.Tbu5 were parents comn^andqd 
or pr^ ' * T^ipujluili. teac$ th^Je words diligentty unta . 
tRv^ Cfiildte^n^^ an4 Jha^ talk of tkem when th^u 
JiUe^ in '^thifie ho^ when thou jfoaUteJ ijyJhe^ 

way, and when thou lyeji doom, and whe^ ,thpu,^ 

.i2^' Adailyrcijding of fcriptures'in their hearing, , 
dii'eaing tliem to mark and to make ufe of t|ie^, : ' 
fo^'^imothir was trained; up by, hif parents^, aiyl 
that from hia childhood. 

^K, ^ preiTul endeavouring that they prc>f)t by 
tl\^ j^ubltc ioQiniftrj^ : to this ^nd, xHe^ muil^ prepare . 
th(^ Jo Be^ar the^wor^^, by coi^fideripg <?oa's- ordi-. 
nances/ promire^ aoi^d t^!s|f\ <'^^^^^C);fi3ti5S^^^aL^^^ 
Tl)py fnuft refljieqiibe^ (hen^ to. loo)}: into tKc,votd 
for Cbriftj, and for jCfomnQu^foa wi^h.;Chri/^..^ S.. 
They mu(l' examine them ^er the ordip;(YM;$f«. 
what tjbiejf^ >ayff leapjc4* ,^4 Vb^S)»fclWy/cipi 
ms^e of jt, ' , 

£ y)M dmps th^y are to,re9^v^,5^f thfjii^Mttly^, ^ 
are totlj.^irefully .fp/rejqiijMjt the, BuMi9.ipipiftrj«d 
«^ ^^^^}y .fo; b^.cpqyeTfa^t, in th^^pr^y^e^wo^ru: 
ihipotGod; arid coijj^ipjtly.topfaaif/f 9^^ly>|y a^p^.^ 
C^fi(|iaD duties ji and, t(hex ^fe to . reqyirc^. |hefc * 
thi^gSt .not only by tej)i^^i|iemt caUi^pn theot^ , 
cat^bifing'.>h€ip, adi^iit^^mg ,tbcm i >u^ if t^|?y , , 

Jfpiir. this, forjnpftj^B gjiHft ^e mij#erc4^,TOf-i. 
dom ai|4 patijB|f;e^ ., 

1. in wif^qiw, wlR9fifi.Rrpfi!?rty ,i^ }ftM>!%4jttl;u 
t^.f5EJitpafty;hiit«p»i^d(^^ Pft»>W«« u 

oiwhat fort the fault js, to jp«\|Ji,f^;c»|^lp^^^ 
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age^j difpfjetjipp an^ x>cqa(i0n9; and to* look' <a the t 
mind of; the <io^r,, whether negligence or mere . 
fimpiicity jbrpiight him to it. 

2. in.pati{eij.ce,wlH)(e property ;il is to make the t 
faMltt9^M>^v(eft,to the^ffeDd^r,: that his qonfci^ocen 
ni$y:>6 tpqpbed thcrfS^Uh j torhe^f whs^t theoflPeii^: 
der can fay in his own defence, and accordingly^ to.; 
allow pr djfMlQV^ ;<^^V4^ bklerpefsj: whioh (ooxtitr 
will harden, thf bc^r*, Jljiai^frefprm the maBisers of i 
th^9ffpnde»r . Tl^efe f uje$ being pbf<irve4 and the • t 
he^rt lifjted .MP^r^n .prpy^er to^Qod fqr dire^ion ami i 
bleffing^;lhi^.corre£tiop is pewtfary^ as:i( evident ^ 
iniQen,,9Cxp^^ JZ.^^Pro^.xiii, S4r<rr^nd Itixw 1»- 

1 h^fe.^re ^heduUj^s, thai gqyjri^pris.owe to fami?- » 
lies in lefpe^ of .their fop i^Sf if t.p!(3orj:e^'them, ca*i 
tei;^p 4hfl9i|;> ac^pafp^ifli ,thei«t»:icallTOi^ i them^ iread 
tatjieniai pr»y;frrrrtl>e»tt.t 

S E C T, IV, 
O/tkis-Duties of Parents to theih Children: 

Tfti . •• ' • '• - ' 

H^Au\\t% jnipartK«hbir(s»hich governors owe > 
to the family,according to their relaiibn^^ areas pa«> > 
renU f9 tbeif iirhildnni,or aa.TOaftel:8 to iheir fervants* 

\\ fThfr*d}i0tfeie».ofiipaireots to the bodies! of their . 
chiJidfeii^:are:Jn'«iany{{)art)culars, but may. be ail 
coaypfifedmnder.Jhi» ^ne head, a provideiat:oarei : 
for their; lempotal; goodi.. . 

.1. Tbt.^rft.age of a child is bis infancy, and tbe^ ( 
firft partof hisinfaPcy.is while it remaineth in the ; 
motherfa WDOpb^ here the duty JiesiprincipaUj upon 
the mother, to have a fpecial care of itv that it maji, \ 
beifafely.hrbyghtiMith.. 

Tbenext:dpgrfie of aohildVibfantj^,. is while c 
it iff in the fiiraddlifsgrbaiid^ jind retmiihs a fuckliiig : I 
cb}^;;40 ihiiiAifo the ic are; ioaoie.dpeciallyi lies &a4 
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th^ mother, wHote duty it W td take all pains ft^ 
poffibly may, for the €(}ucatiorf of her child. 

2. The fecond age of a fchfid is* its youth, from 
the time it begins to be of ^ny difcretion, till it be 
fit to be placed forth :' novr the'daty of parents at 
this time Is, !. To noarilb, and 3. To' riurtute 
their children. ' 

' Under nourifbment are cotnprised food, apparel^ 
means fOT recbvery of health, when they are fick ; 
in which if parents provide iiot for thehr children, 
tfaey are worfe than infidek: and urtder nurture, 
are comprized good manners, a good oiHingV f^^^ 
quent admonition, reprehcnfion, correftion, the laft 
remedy, which may do good when nothing elfe c&n, 
PfOv. xix. 18. — xxiii. 13, 14,— -xxix. 17. * ' 

2. The duty of parents to the fduls (rf* their chil- 
dren extends itfelf alfo to all times; as, i: To 
their infancy, 2. To thieir youth, 3. To the tim? of 
their parents departure outof Ihis world. 

1. The firftage of a child is his infancy, and the 
firft part of its infancy, is while it remaineth in the 
mother's womb. Now the duty of parents at that 
time arc thcfe; !• That they pray for their children: 
thus did Rebekah, while the children were quick 
in her womb. Thofe parents that negte£t tMs 
duty to their children, coafidcr not rightly tbar ibky 
are conceived in fin. * . ^ ' .. 

.2. That they make fure (fo miich at in' them 
lies) that their children be boro under thi proitaife, 
or under the covenant, in refpie6t of their fptfituai 
part of it : how ? By making fure that they be 
under the promife or covenant tbemfeives. ' If God 
in ChUft be their God, they may have a com^fort* 
able hope, that God will be tbeOod of ^heir fe^d; 
according to the proinik'^ I wiil de 4hy God, mid 
the God of tbt/ feed. . 

The next degree of a child's Jnfency, is when iir 
is born; and theduty bfparentsthen is^ togivd up 
their children mrto God, >eafting them into the 
hands of his providence, iota the arms of bisteercy. 
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begging for them a gracious. acceptation wiih God; 
aad to tender them to the ordiAance/the facramenC 
of baptifm, to get. the feal of the toyehaot fet upoii 
them. 

2. The fecond age of a child, is its youth : novr 
the duty of parents to their children at this time; 
IS to train them up in true piety, to bring them up 
in ihie nurture and admonition of the Lord. To 
this end : . ' 

1. When children. begin to read, let them read 
thb Holy Scriptures : fo was Timothy trained up 
from a child. 

2. Let children be catechifed conftanlly from 
day to day ;* only with this caveat, that parent's deal 
with their children, as ikilFuI nurfes and mothers 
do in feeding their clildren (i, e.) not to give them 
too much at once ; overmuch dulls a child's und^r- 
(landing, and breeds wearifomenefs to ir. It is mod 
fuitable to give them precept upon precept,' precept 
upon precept, line upon line, line upon line, here 
a little, and there a little : thus ftiall they learn with 
eafe and delight, and in time a great meafure of 
knowledge will be gained thereby. 

S. Let parents declare to their children, the ad- 
mirable works that God in former times hath done 
for his church, efpecially fuch works as he hath 
done in their time. Outward fenfible things do beft 
work upon children, and therefore this diretlion 
was given under the law, Jofli. iv: 6,21. 

4. Let parents be to their children a good pat* 
terr), leading them to Chrift by their examples i 
this will take place with children, more than all 
precepts. 

5. Let parents reprove and corrcS their children 
for fin ; and that the Lord may fan£tify this correc* 
lion unto them, conlid^r this, O ye parents ! Do 
you obferve fuch and fuch fins in your children? — 
£nter into your own ' hearts, examine yourfelves, 
whether they come not from ^o^ confider how 
JuRIy the hand of God may be upon you s and wbea 
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you-arc angry with your €hildr^n». have an holy 
anger with your otvn felves, and ufe this or the like 
meditation with your own fouls, " Lord, fliaTl I 
thus puhifli my own fin in my child ? 'How then 
mayeft thou be difpleafcd with mc for the too* par- 
nal conception of nly child: It maybe, I then lay 
in Tome Tin, or laiked it not of thee by prayer: 
be merciful to me, O Lord, and in thy good time, 
ihew thou pity on me and my child !" 

6, As children grow in years, and in the know- 
ledge of Chrlft, and of juftification by Chrift, let 
parents train them up in theexercife of all duties ; 
as, prayer, meditation, felf-examination, watchful- 
nefs, and all means public and private : if this be 
done, the world to come niay reap the benefit of 
their, education. Such children as you bring up, 
fuch parents will they be (when you are gone) to 
their children. 

3. The Jaft time to which the duty of parents ex- 
tends itfelf, is the time of their departure out of the 
world, and then they awe to their children good 
^ire£lion, and faithful prayer. 

1. For direStion: when parents obferve their time 
to draw near, it is their duty then elpecially, to 
commend fome wife and whdefome precepts unto 
their children, the better to d I reft them in their 
Chriftian courfe. The words of a dying parent are 
cfpecially regarded, and make a deeper impreflion. 

2. For prayer: then is the moft proper time for 
parents to pray and to blefs all their children. As 
they commend their own fouls utnto God's hands, 
fo let them commend their children unto God*s 
grace. God's providence and promifes are the 
peft inheritance in the world, and Jf parents (in their 
prayers) leave ihefe to their children, they can ne* 
ver want any thing 4hat is good. Oh I the taithful 
prayers of pajreots for their chfildren (cfpecii^lly 
when they are leaving their children and going ro 
God) mud ne|^s, in» fof^ ^f^d through Chrift^ prp^ 
vail pifibtily wjth Go4. < 
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I S E C T. V. 

i ' ' . 

I Of the Duties of Mafters to Servants. . 

I 

I X HE duty of mafters to their fervants, is either 

i to their bodies, or to their fouls. 

1. The duty of mafter to the bodies of their 
fervants> confifts id thefe particulars, viz. in a due 
provifion of food for them, Prov. xxxi. 51. — ^and 
xxvii. 27. — In a wife care for their clothing, Prov. 
xxxi. 21. In a well-ordering of their labour, fo as 
tbey may be able to undergo it : in their eafe, reft, 
and intermiiTion from labour at feafonable times : 

\ io paying them fufficient wages, Deut. xxiv. 14, 15. 

I —In a careful preferving of their health, and ufing 
means for their recovery in cafe of ficknefs. Matt, 
viii. 6. and that not of the fervant's wages, but 
of the matter's own charge, otberwife they undo 
not the heavy burthen, but rather lay burthen 
upon burthen. 

2. The duty of mafters to the fouls of their fer- 
vants confifts in thefe particulars, viz. In teaching 
them the principles of religion, alid all duties of 
piety: — in caufihg them to go to the public miniftry 
of the word and worQiip of God ; — in taking ac- 
count of their profiting by the public and private 
means of edification ; — in praying for them, and as 
they obferve any grace wrought in them, in praif- 
ing God faf it^ and praying for the increafe of it. 



SECT. III. 

Of the Duties of the Hujband and Wife. 

1 HE duties which the chief governor and his 
helper owe to another, are either common and 
mutual^ or peculiar to each. 
4 A a 
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1. The common mutual duties betwixt man and 
wife, are matrimonial unity, and matrimonial chaf- 
tity s loving affe£tion of one another^ and provident 
care of one for another. 

The former duties prefuppofed ; there ought to^ 
be-- 

1. A loving and tender-hearted pouring out of 
their hearts, with much affeftionate dcarnefs fnta 
each other's bofom. Thismutual melting-hcarted- 
m(s, being prefcrved frefliand fruitful, will infinitely 
fweeten and beautify the marriage ftate.— Now for 
{he prefervation of this love, let them conlider, 

1. The companionate and melting compellations 
which Chrift and his fpoufe exchange in the canti- 
cles : My fair oite^ my love^ my dove, my undefiled, 
my wdl'helovedy the chief of ten thoiifand. Such a 
fervent and chafte love as this, all married couples 
Ihouid imitate. 

12. The command of God, Hiijbands love your 
wives, Eph. V. 25. and Wives (or young women) hve 
your Hvjbandsy Tit. ii. 4. Methinks this charge oft 
remembered, (hould ever beat back all heart-rifing 
and bitterneft, all wicked wifhes that they had 
never met together. When the knot is tied, every' 
man (hould think his wife the fitted for him, and 
every wife fhould think her hufband the fitteft for 
her of any other in the world. 

2. A provident care of one for another; which 
extends to the body: No man haieth his ownflefk, 
but nourijietk and cheriflieih ii : but efpecially to 
the foul ; in praying together, for, and with one 
another: in taking notice of the beginning and leaft 
meafure of grace, and approving the fame; in con- 
ferring about fuch things as concern the fame, mu- 
tually propounding queflions, and giving anfwers 
one to another; in maintaining holy and religious 
cxercifes in the family, and betwixt their own fehrcs^ 
in ft ir ring up one another to hear the word, to re- 
ceive the facramcnts and to perform all the parts 
of God's public worihip. In cafe the one prove 
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unconverted, let the other wait, and pray, and 
expe£t God's good time : or in cafe the one be a 
babe in Chrift, let the other deal lovingly, meekly, 
and let oar Lord Jefus in his tender-heartednefs to 
fpiritual younglings, teach us mercy this way, who 
is faid to gather the lambs with his arms, and to 
carry them in his bofom, and gently to lead thofe 
that are with young. 

2. The peculiar duties of each are 

1. Of the hufband, whofe duty it is — J . That he 
dearly love his wife. — 2. That he wifely maintain 
and manage his authority over her. 

1. No queftion the wife is to love her hu(band, 
and a brother to love his brother, and a friend is to 
love his friend, but more efpecially, is the hufband 
to love his wife. To this purpofe (he is called, the 
wife of his bofom, to fliew that flie ought to be as 
his heart in his bofom. He muft love her at ail 
times, he muft love her in ail things: love muft 
feafon and fweeten his fpeech, carriage, a6lions 
towards her: love muft (hew itfelf in hiscomraands, 
reproofs, admonitions, inftruftions, authority, fami- 
liarity with her; the rife of which love muft not be 
from her beauty, or nobility, but efpecially becaufe 
ihe is his iiderin the Chriftian religion ; and an in- 
heritor with him of the kingdom ofheaven ; becaufe 
of her graces, and virtues, becaufe (be bears hint 
children, the heirs of his name and fubftance, and 
becaufe of the union and conjun£tion of marriage* 
JLtOve growing on beauty, riches, luft, or any other 
(light grounds, foon vani(heth ; but if grounded on 
thefe confiderations, and efpecially on this union of 
marriage, it is lafting and true ; the want hereof is 
the fountain of flrif^, quarrelling, and debate, which 
converts the paradife of marriage into an hell. 

2. For the manner of this love, the apoftle gives 
it thus, Hujbands, love your own wives, even as 
Chrijl alfo loved the Church. Now the love of 
Chrift to his church, is commended to us in thefe 
particulars : 

Aa2 
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1. Hi« love was every way free : fo fliould huf^ 
l)ands love their wives, though there be nothing 
in wives to move them^ but merely becaufe they 
are their wives. 

2. Chrift began it to the church, before th^ 
cburcK could Iqve him : fo ihould hu(bands begin 
to love their own wives. I know fome wives prer 
vent their hufbands therein, but thegre^ter is their 
glory. This pattern of Chrift (hoyld rather ftir up 
their huibands to go before them, 

3. The truth of Chrift*s love was manifefted by 
the fruits thereof to his church ; hegav^ him/elf for 
it, that he might fanSlify it, and cleanfe it, and pre- 
fentit to himfdf a glorious church, not having fpot 
or wrinkle: fo muft huibands love their wives in 
truth by guiding them in the way of life ; for this 
is the true chara£ter of a (incere love, 

4. Chrift's love is an holy, pure and chafte love, 
as he himfelf is, fo is his love; fuch muft be the 
love of hufband^, an holy, pure, and chafte love.— r 
Away with all intemperate, exccflive, or any ways 
exorbitant pollutions of the marriage bed ; from 
which, if the fear of God, imitation of Chrift, love 
of purity, awfulnefs of God's all-feeing eye cannot 
draw; yet that horror, left God ihould punifli fuch 
» couple with no children, or mif-fbapen children, 
or with idiot§, or wicked children, or with fome 
pther be^vy profs, one wo^ld think ftioul^^ be able 
to affright them. 

5. Chrift having Iqved his px/on, loved them untq 
(he end' Such m^ft be the love of huibands, firm 
love, an inviolable love : the ground of it muft b^ 
(jod's ordinance^, and the fupport of it muft beai) 
inviolable ^efolutipn, that no provocation (hall eve^ 
Cihange it. Huibands muft pafe; bj all infirmities, 
endeavouring in love to redrefs them, if poftibly 
they can, or if not, to bear with them. 

The feipop^ duty of an hulband, is, ^ifely to 
inaintain and manage his authority : now the ma? 
p^gin^ of it coniifts in two things : , ' ' 
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1 . That he tenderly refpeft her. 

2, That he carefully provide for her. 

1. He muft tenderly refpeft her as his wife, com* 
panion, yoke-fellow, as his delight, and the defire 
of his eyes, and never be bitter againft her. This 
bitternefs ordinarily turneth the edge of his autho* 
rity : if therefore any matter of unkindnefs arife 
(as fometimes certainly it will) then mud he carer 
fully with all gentlenefs and patience quiet all ^ 
and never fuffer himfelf nor his wife to fleep in dif- 
pleafure, J-,et not the fun go down upon your 
wrath : or if he (hall have occafipn to reprove her, 
he muft keep his words until a convenient time, 
not in prefence of others, and then in the fplrit of 
meeknefs and love. Surely if (he be not correded 
by a word of wifdom, (he will never aniend by 
threats, or rigorous carriage ; i^nd if (he oqce begia 
to lofe her ihamefacedpefs in the prefence of her 
bufband, it is likely there will be often quarrels 
betwixt them, and the houfe will be full of dif- 
quietnefs : it is beft therefore to deal wifely wjth 
her, to admoni(h her often, reprehend her feldom, 
pever to lay violent hands on her^ if (he be dutiful^ 
to cheri(b her, that (he may fo continue ; if way- 
ward, mildly to fuffer her, that (he wax not worfe. 

2. He muft carefully provide for her : to this 
purpofe he is called her head, as Chrift is head of 
the church. The head, you know, is the fountain 
of motion, quickening, life to the body ; fo (liould 
the hu(band be as the well-fpring of livelinefs, 
lightfomenefs, light-heartednefs to his wife : (he 
hath forfook all for him, and therefore (he (hould 
receive from him a continual influence of cheerful 
walking, and comfortable enjoying herfelf. 

2. The duties praoper to the wife, are thefe : 
i. That (he be in fubmiflion to her huflband, 
2. That flie be an helper to him all her days. 
2. Wives muft be in fubjeftion to their own 
hu(bands. Sarah obeyed Abraham, and called him 
jord : but here is a cafe of cqnfcience : 
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1. What if her hufband be a fon of Belial, and 
an enemy to Chrift^ muft (he then yield fubje^ion ? 
Yes ? becaufe in his office her hu0>and is, as in 
Chrift's ftead. The church is compared to a lilly 
among thorns, (he. remains lilly-like, white, foft, 
pleafant and amiable, though (he be Joined with 
thorns, which are prickly and (harp ; fo a wifjs 
muft be meek, mild, gentle, obedient^ tho^ (he 
be matched with a crooked, perverfe and wicked 
hufband : (he muft in this cafe remove her eye* 
from the difpofition of her hufband's perfon Jo the 
condition of his place, and by virtue thereof (feeing 
he beareth Chrift's image) be fubje£k unto him ^ 
unto Chrift. 

2. What if her huftand command things contra- 
ry to Chrift, muft (he therein be fubjeft ? — No^ 
fuhmit as unto the Lord : if (he fubmits to thing$ 
contrary to Chrift, iBie fubmits not as to the Lord. 
Confcientious wives muft remember they have an 
hufband in heaven, as well as on earth, betwixt 
whorp there is a greater difference than betwixt 
heaven and earth : And therefore in cafe they bid 
contrary things, they muft prefer God before man, 
Chrift before all men. 

2. Wives muft be helpers to their hufbands. — 
Now this helpfulnefs confifts in thefe things: 

1. That (he be careful to preferve his perfon, in 
ficknefs or health, in adverfity or profperity, in 
youth or old age. 

2. That (lie learn and labour to fore-paft, con- 
trive and manage houfehold affairs; for which fee 
a glorious pattern in ^rov. xxxi. 

3. That (he may help her hufbapd, in erefiiog 
and ftablifbing Chrift's glorious kingdom in their 
houfe, and efpecially in their own hearts. This is 
that one necelTary thing, without which their fa- 
mily is but Satan's femin^ry, and a nurfery for hell : 
This will marvelloufly fweeten all reproaches caft 
upon them by enyenome^ tongues j; this willfweet- 
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]y feal unto them their aflurance of meeting toge^ 
ther in heaven. 

Thus much of the duties of governors, we now 
come to the governed. 

SECT. VII. 

Of Duties of Children to Parents. 



.Ti 



tiE inward duties which children owe to 
their parents, are love and fear : love, like fugar, 
fweetens fear; and fear, like fait, feafons love.— ^ 
There muft be a loving fear, and a fearing love. — 
Hence the fear of a child, is oppofed to the fear of 
a Have ; for a child's fear being mixed with love, 
hath.refpe£t to the offence which a parent may 
take J but a flave's fear, which is ordinarily mixed 
with hatred, hath refpeft to nothing but puni(hment 
which his mafter may infii£t upon him. This love* 
like fear is fo proper to children, that the awful 
refpeft which the faints bear to God, is called a 
filial fear. Children have received their fubftance 
from the very fubftance of their parents, and there- 
fore they are to perform this duty of love and fear 
to them. 

2. The outward duties, or the manifeftation of 
this love and fear in children, appears, 

1. In their reverence, in fpeech and carriage.— 
They muft give to their parents reverent and holy 
titles, meek and humble fpeeches, obeifance as 
becomes their age and fex. Thus Jofeph and So- 
lomon bowed, the one to his father, and the other 
to his mother. Contrary thereto is mocking and 
defpiftng father and mother; of which faid Solo- 
mon, the eye ifiai mocketh at his father^ and de* 
Jpifeth to obey his mother, the ravens of the valley 
Jhall pick it out. A phrafe that fet forth the end of 
a notorious malefactor, that is hanged In the air 
till the ravens pick out his eyes. 
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2. In their obedience to the commands^ inftniC' 
tions, reproofs and correftions of their parents, 
Eph. vi. 1. — Prov. i. 8, 9.-*-Tbe reafon is, becaufe 
of God, whom the father reprefents, children 
inuft remember, that whatfoever they do to their 
parents, they do it to God; when they difobey them 
they difobey God ; when they plcafe them, they 
pleafe God ; when their parents are juftly an- 
gry with them, God is angry with them, nor can 
they recover God's favour (tho' all the faints of 
heaven Ihould in treat for them) till they have fub- 
mitted themfelves to their parents; only with this 
limitation, that they fubmit or obey them in the 
Lord, Eph. vi. 1., 

3. In their recorapence. This is a duty whereby 
x:hildren endeavour (as much as in them lies) to 
repay what they can for their parents'kindnefs,care, 
and coft towards them, in way of thankfulnefs. — 
In ficknefs they muft vifit them ; in want they muft 
provide for them ; in time of danger^ they muft 
endeavour their proteftion. 




SECT. VIII. 

Of the Duties of Servants to their Mafters. 



D< 



*UTIES of fervants to their maftersi are either 
inward, as fear; or outward, as reverence and 
obedience. 

1. The inward duty is fear: fervantSy befuhjeSl 
to your mafters with all fear ^ and account them 
worthy of all honour. So proper is this fear to a 
fervant, that where it is wanting, there is a plain 
denial of his mailer's place and power. If I be a 
majer, where is my fear, faid God ? I mean not fla- 
vin fear, as when a fervant fears nothing but the, 
revenging power of his mafter ; but an awful fear 
of provoking bi« mafter^ fo that it makes him con- 
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iider evefy w^y bow he may pleafe bim; aftdToch li 
fear draws him on cheerfully to perform hh diity. . 

2. Outwatd duties which iffue from this fear^ ara 
reverence and dbedieoct* . 

X. Reverence,^ which is manifefted in. fpdech and 
tarriage. Thus fo'vants muft giv.e reverent tities to 
their mafters, as father, \otd and mafter, &c. They 
mtift yield obeifaace to them; as the children of the 
prophets^ when they Jdw that the Jpirit of: EUjah fejied 
itn Mti/bat came, to meet him^ and htywed themfehe$*to 
the ground before him. 

2; Obediooce^ which bath refpeft to the com- 
xnands» inflrudionsj reproo£s and corrections of their 
inafters^ i Pet. ii^ i8, 19, 20V But here is a cafe or 
two oif confciente^ 

1. How far they* muft obey ;idr what is the ex- 
tent of fertrants' d)edience to maffasrs. — The apofl:lr> 
anfwers, fervaniu obey in all things your miifiers ac^ 
cording to the fiejh. It is not fuffident thafr fervanta 
perform well their duties in fomcL things 1 tbey.itauft 
do it in all Ibir^s^ yea in thin» that may be againft. 
their, own likings if their matters will have it fo^. 
Like as l^eter^ when Chrift bid \ivAi launch QUti into 
tbe deep, and leyt down his net for a draughty he 
anfivered^ mqfier% we have toiled all the nighty and hav€ 
taken nothing ; neverthelefs^ at thy word I will let down 
the net. So muft fervants fay, when they have a 
peremptory Cdmmand^ though comrfaty to their own 
Judgments, *• This or that in all humility I fup- 
pofe, neverthelefsi at your word I' will let down th^ 
net, I will do as you pleafci." 

2. But if Ood and a ntiafter (hould comriHtnd 
contrary things ? — In fuch, a cafe the apoflle fets 
down an excellent liqiitation in thefd four phrafes 
(i. As unto Chrift. i. As the fervants of Chrift. 
^. Doing the wilf of God, 4. As to the SLx)rd.) 
All thefe imply, that if mailers command their fer- 
trants ah^ thing contrary to Chrift^ they may not' 
yield td it;: Upod tbii grobild the' hiidwives of the 
Hebrew women would not kill the Hebrew chil- 
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dreiit' tbef fcwsd Ood^ ({aid the text) ana did nM 
as the king commandect them. In this cafe Jofeph 
it comititti^d to not hearkening to bis miftre^; 
and the fervants of Saul are coisimendcd for Kfufiftg 
to flay the Lord Vpriefts their mafter'e oommaad. 
Wlien mafters command w forbid any thing agatnft 
Qod and ChrifU they go beyond their coitifli^on» 
and their auihorily ceafeth ; fo that ienfanis may 
fay, we ought to obey God ratbtr thaa man. 

I haTi( now ron Ihroogji the ^MJly, a»d iaformed 
you of the duties both of governors and goveraeid. 
GhrMiaos, lo6k witfaoi yoo, look about joa^ that 
tmn is not a good man that is not good in iU bs 
ittatiMs. The fame God that veqfaifts us to ferve 
him as private perfons, requires us to (erve him ift 
our relations : and therefore though yois be never fo 
caieiul of your duty m the former refped, yet you 
may go to belt for negleAiog yourdoties^ as maftets^ 
fervunitty wwes, parents or childilen. Though if you 
fllouid be good in one relation^ yei if yosiciideairour 
Dotiio be good itt: every iclatt(»H you fliall never go 
to heaven t for the fame God that commands you to 
fer^ Him aa a maftcr, commands you to ferve hnm^aa 
a fistHer, as an huiibaad. Jnd it that keept iMe ^ftMt 
/MS ^oj^mds mifm ^nt^ it guHty af aU. 

idofetnji iinto ^r«tt» : 

QA JUa.wut^i t\u^<i Of jEsus^ AS cAjiayiKQ on the 

GR£AT WORK OF MAN'* SALVATION. 



LOOKING UNTO JESUS, IN EHS DEATH. 



C HA P. L 

S£C?T. I. Of the^ Day of Ckrifi's Sugerh^s, £vided 
kuo Parts wuf Hours. 

X HE Son of righteoufneis, that arofe, with healine 
we (hall aow fee f^o dowu in a ruddj^ cloud. Ana 
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down the otjjed, and then cHrefk J^ou td look upon 
it. 

Tbe olgeA is ■ Jtefti% c&rrjrirtig on iHc Work ^f man's 
iaiv^ation during the (icne at bis fi«fierings ; we (kaii 
pbferve tbenPi. aa tbty were ciirtied on fucceffivdiy iii 
lbo& few bqurs of bis pa0iofi and deaths 

The whole tism ^ Ihcfe laft fuSerings oi Chriftt 
I (hall reduce to fooiewbat l€& thui one natural day ; 
day before ul> conGAing of twenty-toiur boun^ and 
begin with the evening, according to tbe beginning 
of natural deyt trom the cnsattoo^ {as it it (aid, /if 
wening and th. morning made ih firfi day ) In this 
levoiution of titne, I ihall obierve theie leveral paf» 
i&ges«< — 

I. About fix in tbe eveiMi^, Chrift celebrated and 
eat ttie pafibver with his difciples, at wfaicfa time tie 
snftituCed the facrament of the Lofd*s ibpper* and 
this continued untit the eighth hour. 

z. About eight in tbe evtentng» be wafiied his dif^ 
ciple^' fcety aod then, leaning on tbe taUe, pointed 
OQt Judas tt^ftt fbottld betray him; aftd tkis cbntt^ 
jiDed until the moth hour. 

3. About ntne in the eirening (the fecood ^^ch 
in tbe night) Judals went from tbedikipks; and in 
tbe mean time, Cbrift otade that fpiritual lermon^ 
und afterwards; that fpiritual prayer recited by John ; 
John XV, xvi, xvii. chapters ; and thia» (tagjetber 
with a pfalm they fung) continued at leaft until the 
tenth hour. That wbich concerns his paffioo, foU 
lows immediately upon this ; and that 6nly 1 fiiaU 
take notice of in my following difcourfe. 

This paffion of Chrift I (ball divide between tbe 
night and day. i. For the night, and his fufiet ings 
tbefein, we tiiay oblerye thefe periods : 

I. From ten to twelve^ be goes over, tbe brook 
Cedron» to tbe garden oi Getbicmafiey wbene h^ 
prayed earneftly> and (weat blood. 

Bbz 
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a. From twelve to three, he is bet rayecJ,, bound, 
brought to Jerufalem, and carried into the boufe of 
Annas, the chief prieft. 

* 3. From three ufltil fix, they led him from Annas 
to Gaiaphas^ when he and all the pciefts of Jerufalem 
fet upon jefus Ghrift; and there it was that Peter 
denied Chrift, and at laft the whole fanhe^rim gav» 
their coiifent to Ghrift's condemnation. 

4. At (iK in the morning, about fun-^rifing, ouir 
Saviour was brought unto Pilate, and Judas Ifcariot 
hanged himfclf.^— About fcven, Chrift is carried to 
Herod, who the year before had put John theBaptift 
to death.-T-At eight, our Saviour is returned tp Pi- 
late, who propounded to the Jews, whether they 
would have Jefus or Barabbas loofed ? — About tb« 
ninth, (whieh the Jews call the third hour of the 
day) Ghrift was whipped, and crowned with thorns. 
i — ^About ten Pontius Pilate brought forth Jefus out 
of the common hail, faying, behold the man I and 
Chen in the place j:alied Qabbatha, publicly con- 
demned him to be crucified .r^ About eleven, our 
Saviour . carried bb crois, and was brought to the 
place called Golgotha, where be was filftened on the 
cro&, ami lifted upy 4fS Mofes lifted up the Jerpent in 
tAe w$lii^mi/s.^--^Aoixt twpWt (which the Jews call 
the fixth hour) that fupernatural>cliple of the fun 
bappcned.-^-^nd about three in the afternoon (which 
the Jews call ^he ninth hour) the fuA now beginning 
to receive his light, Ghrift pried, it is finiflied ! and, 
commending his fpirit into his 'Father's hand, gave 
up the ghoft. ( (bail add to thefe, that about fou^ 
in the afternoon, our blefled Saviopr was pierced 
with a fpear ; and about five (which the Jews call 
the eleventh, and the laft hour of the day) he was 
buried by Jofcph of A^imathea and Nicodemus.— ? 
SSo that in this round of our natural day, you fe^ 
the wonderful tranfai^n of Ghrift's fuflferings. -' 
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SECT. II. 

Of the Brook wer v^hich Ckrift pqjfeJ. 

1 HE firft parage of that night, was Cbria^s go- 
ing over the brook Ccdron, to the garden of Geth- 
femanc. Wfien Jejus had Jpoke theje words^ he went 
forth with his dijciples over th» brook Cedron, where 
was a fardfHt into whfc^ he entereif^ an4 hfs difciples. 

In this paiTagc, obferve we thefe particulars. I. 
The river over which they pi^ed. II. The garden 
Jnto which they entered. III. The prayer he made. 
jy. The agQnics be fuffcred. 

;, He and his difciples went over the brook Ce- 
dron. So it was called ((ay fome) from the cedars 
that grew along the banks; or (fay others) from 
the darknefs of the valley, fo kader fignifies dark- 
hefs ; and this was done to fulfil a prophecy : he 
Piall drink of the brook in the way. By the brook, 
we may underftand myftically the wrath of God, 
^nd rage of men, the afflidtions which befei Jefus 
phrift J and by his drinking of the brool:, Chrift's 
enduring afljiftions. 

z. In tbp ^ajTy he hath a fcribus conference with 
\i\% dilciplcs ; fo the evangeliftsj and when they had 
Jung an hymn^ they zvent out towards the mount of olives^ 
and then Jaith Jefus unto theniy all ye /hall be offended 
becaufe of me this night ; for it is written^ I willfmite 
thefheph^rd^ and the fheep of the flock fhall be fcattered 
fibroid: Chrift now begins the ftory of his pafiion ; 
the fliepherd (ball be fmitten ; and he prov^ it from 
the prophecy of the prophet Zcch. xiii. 7. Awake^ 
Ofword^ againft my (hepherd^ and againft the man that 
fs my fellow. — Smite the Jhepherd^ and the fheep fhall be 
fcattered abroad. God the Father is here brought in, 
as drawing and whetting his fword, and calling upon 
It, tp do execution againft J[efus Chrift. Chnft's 
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fuffcrings were long fince refolved on in the councils 
of heaven ; and now in the way, $k^ only begotten Son 
whifk lay in the hfom of his Father^ reveals tiiis ftory ; 
be telis his dilcipks, it is written^ J v^U fmite tk$ 
fiepher^^ (inithe Jheep of the Jkck Jhall be fcattered. 

The diiciplesy hearing;^ thist are 4mazed ; Peter^ 
who feems botdeit, fpeaks firft ; ** Though all mea 
O^ould t>e offeqckd becaufe of thee» yet will I never 
be oflTcnded/^ O ra(h prefumptton ! it appears ia 
thefe particutafs ;^-r|. peter prefers himfclf before 
the reft» as if all the other difcrples had been wcak» 
ahd he ouJjr ftrongj ^'Though all (hould be of- 
fended, yet will not I.^ i. Peter contradifts Chrift, 
with a few bragging words i as if he had faid* what 
thaugh Zechary bs^th faid it, yet, I will never do 
iti *• Though I fliould die with thee> I will 
not deny thee.** 3. Peter never mentions God's 
affiflance ; whereas, the apoftles* rule is, Ye ouzkt 
to fay^ if the Lor4 wUl we Jhatt live^ and do tnis^ 
ttnd'tfuit: fo Peter (bould have faid, "By God*s 
iffiftance I WjU pot be offended, by th^ trord'a 
help I wiH 06t depy thee/' 
. 4. Ah my brethren! let us femember, we are 
|>ffgrims and ftrahgers upon earth, and odr way 
)ies over the brook Cedron i ^^ cannot exptft to 
enter with Cbrift into glory $ but we muft firft 
drink *• of the brook in the wayj" that is, we 
touft endure many afflidions^ variety of a^iftions. 
You will fav, *^ this is an hard faying, who cad 
bear it ?** When Jefus told bis difciples of his fuf- 
ferings to be accomplifhed at Jerufalem, Peter 
takes the boldnefs to dehort his Mailer, be it fat 
from thee, Lcrdy this (hdl not be unto thee ; Jefus 
thereupon calls him fatan, meaning that no greater 
contradidions can be offered to tf^ deigns ofQ^d^ 
than to difiuade us from fufferir^s. There <s to6 
much of Peter's humouf amongft us j O this doc* 
trine of afi^dtiods williiot down with Antinomians * 
and henccf wei befieve we have^ our congregations 
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io thia, in cotnpftrifoo of U>mtof theirs} they tlml 
cjtti hfeajc off the .yoke of obedience^ and pwiieH 
heaved in the micUt.of floveis, ^d offer grctc Jjh^ 
bttfty of liffiog under fin^ (hail.iv^^iO their fcfa^ofa^ 
fiUcd mth difcipkss) bMt, tbey tbat prtacb the^ri^ 
s^Qd . (uSmoffi^ fl^d affliAioAs* and ftn^oefs i)f alii 
holy iije^ fludl baiw tik« lot of tbdr bleffed Lord j. 
that is, they Audi be ild thoHgkt oi^ and deferted^ 
aad tailed agftinfiL WeJH but if thtr bev tbe wif^ 
that Chrlft. tuib kd il«u k« ua foUow\hina wcx tb^ 
brook. 



Ma- 



SECT; IlL 

Of iie Garden ifOn wkUh Chrifi entered. 



lTTHEW reUtcs it thus: th?n comclb Jefua 
with them unto a place called Gethfemane ; that is» 
a valley of fatnefs : certainly it was a moll fruitful 
and pleafant place, feared at the foot of the mount 
of olives 3 accordingly John relates k thus: Jefus 
went forth with bis difciples over the brook Ccdron, 
where was a garden ; I believe it is not without 
reafoq, that our Saviour goes into a gardea«*^i«. 
Becaufe gardens are folitary places^ fit for medita- 
tion and prayer ; to this endy we may find Chrift 
fometimes on a moilntain, and fometimes in a gar- 
den, a. Becaufe gardens are places fit for repoie 
and reft, when Chrift was weary with preaching,. 
working of miracles, and doing ads of grace in 
Jerufalco}^ then he retires into this garc^n. 3, 
Becaufe a garden was the place wherein we feA- 
and therefore Chrift made dioice of a garden^ to 
begin the work of our redemption. 4- Vl^nft goea. 
into this garden, that his enemies might the more. 
eafily iind him outf the evangeiifts te4l us» Judas ^ 
wAfcA betri^ed Aim, knew the place, for Jefus .often- 
iimes reformed thither 'With his Mfciples 1 lure' tliea 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



( «» ) 

lit Weiff hdt thitheJ* td hide faimfelf : bcit rather ttf 
tepofe faimfelf^ to appear firft in the field, and ta 
expeft his entfnKfes* Thds it appears to all the 
world, that €hrift'$ death was voluntary. He 
poutMh fbrth his fotfl unto death (faith the pfophet); 
he gave himfelf for our fins (faith the apoftle); nay^ 
bimfelf tells n% therefore dotk ntf Father love me^ 
iecihife I lay down nr^ life : no mak taketk it fr^m me^ 
hut I i&f it down of niyfelf\ I have power to lay ii 
Amn^ and I kove power to take it up agaiui 



S ]fe C T: IV; 

Of the Prayers thai Chriji there rhaJe. 

JeSXJS entering the garden, left his difciples at th^ 
entrance of it, calling with fairii I'eter, Jamely ancl 
John ; they only faw his transfiguration,, the earneft 
of his future ^lofy, and therefore: his pleafure was,- 
that they only (hould fee of bQw great g^Iory he 
would difrobe bimfelf, for our fakes.-^ 

He betakes himfelf to his great atntidote, Which 
himfelf prefcribed to all thq world; he pf ays to his 
heavenly Father I he kneels down ; and not only fo, 
but falls flat upon the ground i he prays with ah in- 
tention, great as his forrdw, and yet wUh a fubmif- 
iion fo ready, as if the cop bad been the moft indif- 
ferent thing in (;he world. The forth of his prayer 
ran thus, O my Father^ if it he poffthle^ let this cup' 
pafs from me; neverthelefs not as 1 willy but as thou 
wilt. In this prayer obferve . we thefe particulars i 
I. The perfon td whom he prays, O my Father, iv 
The matter for which he prays > let this cup'pafsi 
from me.; 3. The limitation of this prayer ^ if if 
be poffiblo, and if it be thy will. 

i« For the perfon to whom He prays 3 i( is Iiis|>a* 
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tTier. As Cbrid prayed not in his Gkxniead, but 
according to his m&nhoDd $ (o neither prayed hc^ ta 
himfelf as God ; but to the Father^ the firft perfoft 
df the Godhead. 

£. For the matter of this pmyeri let this ctip 
pafs from me: fome interpret it thus, '* Let this 
<:up pafs from itie^ though 1 muft taft^t it, yet^ O 
thftt I may ndt be too long !" . Thajt which le^cj« 
vnto this lad interpretation, is that af tlie apo(l]e# 
Cbr}ft ifi ike days tf his jiejh% t>ff€r€d up prayirs and 
Jiipplkations with Jtr9n^ cries (Aid iearsi unto hi^ thai 
was itble t0 fave him fr^m iieaih^ ithd hi ijifas h^d 
i|f that. v)hi€h h^ fearedi ticb. v. 7. Hew Was ha 
heard? not in the removal of the cupi for h^ 
drank \t all up ; but in refpeA df the tedious an^« 
Aoyance; for thoii|^h it Inade hirfi fweat dr«)ps of 
blood ; though it laid him dead in his grave 1 yef 
f^eftntlj, within the fpHcc of forty hours^ he re- 
vivedi and awaked, as a giant refreflied with wine i 
ai>4 fo it pafled from hirH, as he prayedf in a. very 
fiiort time I aiki by tbajt (borl death, be pufchaf^ 
to his peopib eiferlafting. life. 

y For tb^ limitation of his prafcr ; if it b^ ppf- 
<ible, if it te thy will. He knows wh^t is bis Fa- 
ther's wjll,.a»d he prays acc(^r^ingly, and is willing 
t6 fuibmft unt^ k ; if the paflisg^ of tihe cup be ax:- 
cording to^ the laft interpretation, we i)iaU jKee^ 
fi^n^ of lh€ffe many diftindions to reconcfie the 
will of G&6 and Chrifft. If \i h€ poflible, figrti- 
fies the earfteftnefs of Ihe. prayer* A-nd, if it be thy 
will, the fubmiiTioi^ of Chrift unto hi^- Father j the 
fKSQTdr is fl>ort, but fwcet. How many things 
Medful 10 a prayer do we find conceoteited in this f 
here is biimility of ff)irity k>wriDiefs of deportment, 
loiportunity of defire, a fervenl heart, a iawfol mat« 
ter, and a re6gn4tion to the wilV of God. Sona^ 
fhink this the moft fervent prayer that ever Cbrift 
ctMde on earth: if it be poflSb^ej^ jet ^hi^ cup pa($ 
from lAe. A'nd, I think it was ihe g^eHteft H^b* 
miffion to the will of God, that ever was fopnd 
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upon earth; for, whether the cup might pafs 
or not pafs, he leaves it to his Father ; nevertbelefs^ 
not as I will, but as thou wilt ; as if he had faid, 
though in this cup are many ingredients, it is full 
red, and hath in it many dregs, and I know 1 mufl: 
drink, and fuck out the very utmod dregs; yet 
whether it (hall pafs from me in that (hort time, 
or continue with me a long time, I leave to thy 
will : I fee in refpeft of my humanity, there is in 
me flelh and blood ; I cannot but fear the wrath of 
God ; and therefore I pray thus earneftly unto my 
God ; O, my Father^ if it be pojjibk^ let this cup 
fafs from me : neverthelefs^ not as I willj but as thou 
wilt. 

But what was there in the cup, that made Chrift 
pray thus earneftly that it might pafs from hirti ? 
I anfwer— 

1. The great pain that he muft endure ; the buf* 
fetings, whippings, bleedings^ crucifyings; all the 
torments from firft to lait throughout ail his body ; 
all thefe now come into his mind, and all thefe were 
put into the cup c^f which he muft drink. 

2. The great (hame that he muft undergo. Now 
came into his thoughts his apprehending, binding, 
judging, fcorning, reviling, condemning : and, O, 
what a bloody blu(h comes into the face of Chrift, 
whilft in the cup he fees thefe ingredients ! 

3. The negleA of men, notwithftanding both 
his pain and (hame. I look upon this as a greater 
ciit to the heart of Chrift, than both the former; 
when he coniidered, that after all his fufferings and 
reproaches, few would regard. This was a bitter 
ingredient I naturally men defire, if they cannot be 
delivered, yet to be pitied; but, ^hen it comes to 
this, that a poor wretch is under many fu&rings, 
and finds none to regard, it is an heavy cafe ; hence 
was Chrift's complaints: Have ye no regard^ O 
all ye that pafs by the way? confider^ and behold 
if ever there were forrow like unto my forrow ! Cbrid 
Gpmplainsy not of the (harp pains he endqredy but of 
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t-his, have ye no regard ? he cries not bOt, O dclivet 
me and fave me ; but O confidcr and regard me ; ad 
if he had faid, all that I fuffer, I am contented 
with» I regard it not ; only this troubles me, that 
you will not regard ; it is for you that I endure all 
this ; and do you fo look upon it, as if it nothing 
at all concerned you ? Chrrfl: is willing to redeem 
us with his own precious blood, but he faw many 
to pafs by without any regard, yea ready to trample 
his precious blood under their {cet, and to account 
the bipod of the covenant an unholy thing: this 
was another fpear in the heart of Chrift, a bitter in- 
gredient in this cup. 

4. The guilt of fin which he was now to under^ 
go i upon him was laid the iniquity of us all. All 
the fins of all the world, from the firft creation, to 
the laft judgment, were laid on him : O ! what 
a weight was this ! furely one fin is like a talent 
of lead : O ! then, what were fo many tiioufands 
of millidns ? the very earth itfelf groans under the 
weight of fin until this day. David cried out, that 
iis imquities were a burthen too heavy for him to 
bear. Nay, God himfelf complains, behold^ I am 
preffed under youy as a cart is pre/fed that is full 
of Jheaves. Then no wonder if Chriil, bearing all 
the fins of Jews and Gentiles, bond and free, cry 
out, my foul is heavy ; for fin was heavy on his 
foul. — Chrijiy his own f elf hare our fins in his own 
body on the tree. How bear our fins on the tree^ 
but by his fufferings.? And he hath laid on him 
the iniquity of us all; — How laid on him, but by 
imputation ? And he hath made him to be fin for us^ 
who knew no fin. How made fin for us? furely 
there was in Chrift no fundamental guilt ; no, but 
he was made fin by imputation : he was our furety, 
and fo our fins were laid on him, in order to 
punifliment ; as if now in the garden, he had faid 
to his Father, " Thou ba(t given me a body; as I 
have taken the debts and fins of all the world upon 
mCf come now, and arreft me as the only pay-» 
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mader. Lo I here i am to do ar>d fufibr for tbe?r 
fins, wbatfo^var tbou pleafetb/^ Pf^i. x\. 6, 7, &^ 
Heb. X. 4, 5, 6, 7) 8, 9. Now this was no fmalt 
tnattep;' liuie do we know or confider, what ia the 
wei^htf and guilt of (in. And this was another in* 
gredient in Chrid's cup, 

5; The power and malice of Satan > the devM 
bad full kave ; not as it was with Job ; do what 
Ihou wilt, but fave his life ; No,, be bad a dommif-^ 
fion without any* fucb limitation > the whole power 
of darkr^(s was let ioofe to ikMSt him, as far as poC* 
fible he could ; and this our Saviour intimates, whe» 
he faith, that the prince of this world cometb^ 
Now was it that the word muft be accompliihcd,. 
Ihou ftalt bruife his heel. If we look on the denk 
in refped of his evil nature, be is compared to a 
roaring lion : not only is be a lion, but a roarit^^ 
lion; his difpolicion to do mifehiei', is always 
wound up to the height ^ and if we look on the 
devil in refpeft of his power, there is no part of 
our fxDuls or bodies that he cannot reach ; the apof* 
tie describing bis power, gives lum naxnes^ abosw 
fhe kigheft eomparifons; ss principalities, powers,, 
rulers of the darkn^fsof tbi^ world* rpirl4)ual wj^^ 
edncG above. Devils are not only (Milled princes^ 
bat priiicipalities; not only mighty, hut powers.^ 
not only rulers of a parr, but of ail. the darknef$ of 
^11 tbis world i not only wicked fpirits,. but fpiri^ 
tual wickednefs; not only about us, bue above jm^^ 
Ihey hang over our heads continually : you know 
what a difadvantage it is to have- your enemy to gel 
tche tipper ground ; and this they have naturally, sind 
always. O then, what a combat muft this be, 
when- all the power, and all the malice, of all the 
devils in hell, thouid by the permiffion of God, arm 
Ihemfelves againft the Son^ of God. Surely tbis was 
a bitter ingredient in Chrift's cup. 

6. The wrath of God himfelf ;. this, above all, was 
the moft bitter dreg; it lay m the bottom, and 
CbriA muft drink it alfo. The JLord bath afflid»d 
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toe in the day of his fierce aoger ; God afflids focnc 
in tnercyy and fame in anger ; this was in bis anger ; 
and yet in bia anger God is not like to all ; fonae he 
affiles in his more gexKle and mild, others in his 
fierce anger ; this was in the very fiercenefs of bia 
anger. Chri(V faw himfelf bearing the ftna of all, 
and Handing before tbe judgment feat of God ; to 
this end are thofe words^ now is tie judgmeni of thh 
%v4nrU, McL the friuu of iiis world Jball be cafi out. 
Now is the judgment of this world, as if he had faid, 
BOW I ke God fitting in judgment upon the world ; 
and as a right reprefentative of ail the world ; here I. 
^and before his tribunal, ready to undergo all tbe 
punifhment doe to them for their fins : there is no 
ether way to fave tbeb foub, and to fatisfy jufticc^ 
but tlxat the fire of thy iodignaJtion ihould kindle 
9gainft me ; as H^ he had faid» / Im^w it is a fearfid 
^H ^^f^ ^^ ^^^ ^f^^ ¥ ^^ Uvittg God : I hma 
God is a amfitmittg fire-^ who can Jtand be/ore iis indigo 
mation? and wio can abide in tAe fiercenefs of his 
anfer ? iis fury is fomred oat like fir i^ and the rocks aft 
ibronmidawn bn hm. But for this end came I into 
the world. O nay Father, I will drink this cup. 
Lo ! here an open bread %, come, prepare the ar* 
H^oiy^of tkx wtatk, and herein (boot all the arrows 
o£ neveoge.-^And yet,. O my Fatlier, let me not be 
fwaUow^ up^by tby wrath; there is in me fle& 
and blood, in le^d cJi my humanity, ^x^Ang fitfi 
irembleth for fear of thee \ I am afraid of thy judg-- 
mentr.; O 1 ii it be poflible> if it be paffiblcy kt (his 
cuprpcfsfnomme^ 



S E C T. V. 

Of the AgMses thai Chriftifnf^ered. 

V^HRIST's paflTion in the garden, was either befoic 
0r.at hift apprebe«(ion ; his pa£Spn befojfe isdeclaned, 
1. B^ his foirov* %<^ By bis fweat. 
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1. For bis forrow ; the ev^ngeliiis divcrfely relate 
it ; He began to be forrowful and very heavy ^ faith 
Matthew j He began to be fore amazed^ and to be 
very heavy ^ faith Mark : And being in an agony ^ he 
prayed more earneftlyj faith Luke : Now is my foul 
troubled^ and whatjhall Ifay f Father^ fove me from 
this hour ; but for {his caufe came I unto this hour, faith 
John. Ail avow this forrow to be great, and lb it is 
confefied by Chrifli himfelf : Then . faith he unto them, 
my foul is exceeding forrowftdy even unto death. Ah 
chriAtans ! who can fpeak oat this forrow ? : The 
fpirit of a man will fuftain his infirmity^ but a 
wounded fpirit who can bear ? Cbrift's foul is for- 
rowful ; or, if that be too flat, his foul is exceeding 
forrowful ; or, if that language be too low, bis 
foul is exceeding forrowful, even unto death ; fucb, 
and (b g/cat is that which is ufed to be at the very 
point of death ; and fuch as were able to bring death, 
itielf, had not Chrift been referved to an heavier 
punifliment. Many a forrowful foul, hath been in 
the world; but the like forrow to this, was.nevec 
finoe the creation. Surely the bodily torments of 
the crofs, were inftrior to this agony of his foul : it 
was a forrow unfpeakable. 

2. And his fweat was, as it .were great drops of 
blood falling down to the ground, i. His fweat was, 
as it were- blood. Here is the firft fiep, his fweat 
was a wonderful fweat, not a fweat of water, but of 
red gore- blood. 

3. Great drops of blood. This bloody fweat of 
Chrift, came not from him in fmall dews, but in 
great drops ; they were drops, and great drops of 
blood, thick drops ; and hence it is concluded as 
preternatural; for though in faint bodies, a fubtile 
thin blood, like fweat, may pafs through the pores of 
the fkin ; that through the fame pores, thick, and 
great drops of blood fhould iilue out, could not be 
without a mirade* 

, 4J They were great drops of bipod, falling down 
to the ground ; great drops, and thofe fo manyi, 
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that they went through his apparel^ dreaming down 
to the ground. Now was it, that his garments were 
dyed with crimfon. That of tbe^ prophet, though 
fpoken in another lenfe, yet in fome refpe^ may be 
applied to this ; Wherefore art thou red in thine apparel^ 
and thy garments like him thai'treadeth the wine fat f 
O what a fight was here ! His head and members 
are all on a bloody fweat, his fweat trickles down ta 
the ground. O happy garden^ watered with fuch 
tears of blood ! how much better are thefc rivers 
than Abana ahd Pbarphar, rivers of Damafcus; 
yea, than all the waters of Krael; yea, than all thofe 
rivers that water the garden of Eden ? — 

Thus far of Chrift's paffion before his apprdien- 
lion. And now we may fuppofe it about mi<|night» 
the very time which Chrift called th^Mowr^ and power 
of darknefs. What followed from twelve until three 
at nighty we (ball difcover in the next fedion* 



SECT. VI. 

Of Judas* s Treafon^ .Chrift's Apprebenfion^ bindings 
and leading unto Annas. 

jlJY this time, the traitor Judas was arrived at 
Gethfemane, and being near the garden door, Jefus 
goes to his difcipl^s, and calls them from their 
ileep; by an irony (as fome think) he bids them 
•* Sleep on now, and take their reft ^" meaning if 
they could > but withal adds, Uehqld^ the hour is at 
handy, and the Son of man is betrayed into the hands 
of finners'y arife^ let us be goings behold he is at 
hand^ that doth betray me. That it might appear 
he undertook his fuffertngs with choice, be not only 
refufcd to fly, but calls his apoflies to rife, that 
they might n^et bis murderers. And now they 
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come with fvrords and ftaves; or, as John add^^ 
wiik lamerns and MtheSy and (Judas going bifore 
ihem^ and drawing mar unto .Jeju$ to U]s Urn) thi) 
tack kimy and bound Aim, and led him azvay to Annas 
fit/. 

In this period, I flifkit tsbfervi? ^ X, Judnji't tfeafto*. 
2#Cbrtft'8 apprehenfion. ^. Chrift's biiidlng. 4. 
Cfarift's leading to Annas, 

1. Judas's ti^afon : And white he yet fpake^ be- 
hold a mfdtUude^ and he that was ccttled Judas^ one 
of the twelvey went before them^ md drew near unttf 
Jefus to kijs him. This traitor is not a difcipie only^ 
but an apoftle, not one of the fetcnty^ but one of 
jbfae iweli^e. Augol^ine fpeafks of iliany ofic<^^. of 
love, that Cbrift had done to Jodas in an efpectat 
manner ; he bad catted him to foe ait apoflie^ made 
him bis friend, his familiar, caofed him to eat of hi» 
bread, and fit at hb table* Aftd that now Judat 
(hould betray Chrifl: : how doth this add to the 
fufferings of Cbrift? BehoM a multitude, and 
Judas in the front. The cvangclift gives the reafon of 
this, that he might hkfe the bettilr opportunity to kifs 
him ; this was the fign he gave the rout : Whom-' 
foe^er IfiiaU Hfo^ that is hi^ Hay hold on hi0. He 
begins war with a kf(s, aa»d break^i.the peace of his 
Lord, by a fymbol of kindnefs. Jefus takes thia 
lAf; What, Judas! beirayefi tha the Son o/manmtk 
a kifs? As if he had faid, what, doft trtioo mdftd 
the feal of teve the fign of creacifery ? What m 
friendly reproof is here. 

2. For Chrift's apprebenfifiitf ;. then same they, 
dnd laid' hands on" Jejkf, and took him. Befoits 
they took him, he bimfelf hegxVt rbe «i>\qtMry, and 
leads them into thetr drrand ; lie- te«6 tb6Ba,*that 
he was Jefus^ of Nazareth, iv^ they foug'hf.^ TkM 
was but a breath, a meelL and gewifle wotd^;- yet had 
it greater ffrength in' if than the i^iceof tihiloder.9 
fot God was itf-that (till vtti^, antf^ it^ fttftspb: theitl 
to the ground. And yet he fqffers them to rife 



Digitized by V^3i!^^^lC 



( 200 ) 

again, and they ftill perfift in their enquiry after 
him; he tells them once more, 1 am Ae -,, he offers . 
himfelf to be facrificed i opiy :he fets them their 
bounds, and therefore he fepures his apoftles to 
be witneflcs of his fuffejingS., 4^ this work ofrc- 
coemption, nqj^man muft have .ah aAive (hare befideS: 
himfelf 3 he aTpne was to ti;ead the wine-prefs : If. 
therefore ye feek me, (faith* (jhdfl) let thele' go- tkehr 
way. Thus he permits hipifelf ,.to be taken> but not. 
his difcipld. 

3. B^or Cbrifl^s binding! the ;eyanjgeHft tells us,, 
That the batid^ and the ^apainy ana tjie-^ officers df. 
the Jews, took Jefus, and bpuhd hm, . they bound his 
hands with cords; certainly /thoy wanted no malice, 
and now they wanted no .ppwer, for the Lord had 
given himfelf into their hands.. ^.Binding argues bafe* 
nefs;, fools and Haves were.aCcuftomcd to be bound, 
and [o were ^thieves ; but is our Saviour ,numbered 
amongft any of thefe ? O yes ! In thatjame hour, 
faid Jejus to the multitude, are ye come out as 
agaifift a thief, with fwords and Jiaves ? O won- 
derful condefcenfion of Cbrift ! He that was emi- 
nently ju(l> is reputed a thief; he that was equal 
with God, is become a fervant; he that was flronger 
than Sampfon, is bound with cords, and as a lamb^ 
continues bpund for the daughter; and thus began 
our Irberty, from iin^ and death. Chrifi was fafter 
bound with his cords of love, than with iron fetters; 
his love was ilrong as death ; it overcame him who 
is invincible^ and bound him who is omnipotent : 
the Jews cords were but the fymbols and figures; 
but the dear Jove, the tender bowels of Jefus Chrift 
were things iignified. 

4. For h» leading to Annas, John records, that 
they led him to Annas Jirft, for he was father-in-law 
to Caiaphas, who uas the high-piefi that fame 
year. \. They led him away ; they fnatched, 
hauled him from the garden back again to Jeru- 
falem, over the brook Cedron. — 2. They led him 
firft to Annas ; he was chief of the Sanhedrim^ 
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fathcr-fn-la^ to Cipifaphas, and high prieft the next 
ycarfortowing. ' ' 

Coti?p chriftrans, let Us fey our hands upon our 
hearts, aod'cry,' •^O rfiy pride! O tnycovetoufnefs f 
^ O nxy maKce and' hevcng^ ! O my unfeelief ! O 
•* my unthankfoln^fs ! txiy ofrcharitablenefs to the 
*^n^edy liienribers oi Chrift? Thefe were the rout, 
" the(e were they that Wd, and dragged^ and drew 
** Jefais (as it wen?) by the" hair of his head; thefe were 
** ihey that pulled him forwaj;ds, anjd ihewed him in' 
"triumph to ll?at bloody Annas ;. nay, thefe w^re the 
'^ Jt^das^ Jews, Annas, a^nd" all: O that ever 1 
'* ftiould todgc Mthrn n?e ftich fins, fucb betrayers, 
•• fuch mijrdtrrers of Jefts Chrrft!*' 

We may now fuppofc it al^out the third hour, or 
ttie laft watch. In the |o"^el it is called the fourth 
watch, of the night, tfte morning watch, which con- 
ttnucthr until the mprnins^ 



N< 



S E C t. Vlf . 

Of Ckri/Fs^ Examination and Condemnation. 



^OW if was that they led hfm from Annas to 
Caiaphas ; and prefently a council is called of the 
high priefls, fcribcs, and elders ^ thefe were the 
grcatcft, graveil, learncdft, wifeft men amongft 
them, and they all conipire againft him, who is the* 
great judge both of quick and dead. In their pro- 
ceedings we may obferve, i. The exjamination or the 
high prieft. 2. The fmiting of one of tbefervants. 
3. The acculations of the witnelErs. 4. The fpnteacc 
of the judges. 5, The deniat of Pbter. 6^. The 
abufes of the attendants* 

' I. For the examination of the high prieft: T^e 
high priejl then ajked Jefus of his difciplesy and (^ 
his doBrine. (i.) Of his difciplcs. What the qucf- 
tions were, is not exprcffed,: and to them he anftrcrcd' 
nothing. 
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(z.) He a/kedMm of bis doArine.r-An4 to thi^ 
queftioja our Saviour anfwcr^i (0 how wifely H 
** 1 fpake openly to the world : I ever taueht in the 
** fynagQgbe, and in the teriapfe,, whither the Jewi 
** always reforted ; and in fecret have I faid no- 
" thii^ : why aiketh thoy me ? Aflc them which 
-** heard me, what 1 faid unto them :: behold, they 
^know what I faid.** As if he liad faid^ I appe'fl 
to the teftimony of the enemies thcmfelves. I iell 
the truth; I fpake nothing in fecret; that is^ nothing 
in the leafl mannei- tending to fedition. A& ithefe 
mine enemies, thefe who have apprehended, 4h<l 
43rought me hither : they know what I ha,ve faid. 
Jet them fpeak^ if (hey c^n, whefpin Ihave trinf- 
grefled the law. 

2. For the ftroke given Chrift. One of the ^- 
icers which fiood by, firuck Jefus^ ivith the palm of his 
han4y faying^ ^nfu^erefi thou the high friefi fo ? 
That holy Face which was defigned to be the obje/± 
of heaven^ was now fmitten in the prefence of a 
Judge; and howfoever the aflembly was full, yet 
iiot one amongft them all reproved the faft, or fpake 
% word for Chrift. 

If a fubjed Ihould but lift up his hand againft the 
too of an earthly fovereign, would he not be accounted 
MTorthy of punifliment ? How much more in this 
xafe, when the hand is lifted up againft the King of 
.kings, and Lord of lords? 

<^6me, look upon this lively and lovely pifturc of 
patience; he was ftruck oh the face, but lie was never 
moved in his hcarL Notwithftanding the abufe, he 
Ihewed all mildhefs and gentlenefs towards his cne^ 
niies. O what art thou that canft not bear a dif- 
tafteful fpeech, that canft iiot put up with the fmalleft 
,offencei Come, learn of Chritt. if ever we mean to 
have a (hare in his fufferings, let us conform to htm 
in meeknefs and patience. 

|. For the accufation of the witneifes. He i^ 
falkly charged with the things that he never knew. 
Jn his accufation I obferve thefe things: i. That 

Dd*2 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



( 212 ) 

they fought fiilfe witneflTcs ; for true witneffes they 
could have hone : ^Now the chief priejis and elders^ 
and , all the counctlj fought falfe witneffes againji 
Jefus' to pfii him fq death. TH^y were refolved in 
a former council that he fhould not live ; and now 
palliating their defijgn, they feek out for witneffes, 
^. Though m^ny falfc witneffes caipe in to teftify 
agaiqft him, yet they found none^ becaufe their wit- 
nefs did not agree t'ojgether. The jiidge^s feek out 
ifor witneffes, the witnejTes for proof, thofe proofs 
for unity and confent, and nothing was ready for 
their purpofc. 3. At laft, after many attempts came 
two falfe witneffes^ andfaid^ this fellow faid^ lam able 
to dejlroy the' temple of Gody and to build it in thre§ 
d(iy$. They ac^ufe him for a figurative fpeech, which 
they coijld not underftand. 

Obferve tbejr falfc report of thp words he had 
fpoken: he faid not, I am able to deftroy this tem- 
ple of God, and to build it in three days; but, de- 
jlroy ye this temple ^ and in three days J will raife it 
up. The allegation differs from the truth in thefc 
particulars, (i,) I am able to deftroy, fay they, 
dejroy ye^ faith Chrift. (2.) I am able to deflroy 
this temple of God, fay they j; but defiroy ye thi$ 
temple^ faith Chrift; fimply this, temple, without 
addition. (3.) I am able to dcftroy this temple of 
God, and to build it in three days, f^y they; dejlroy 
ye this temple^ and in three days I will raife it up^ 
faith Chrirt. He fpoke not of building an external 
temple, but of raifing up his own body, Thefe 
were the accufations of the falfe witnefles, to all 
which Jefus anfwcred nothing^ But, (4) Another 
accufation is brought in. Caiaphas had a rcferve, 
which he knew would do the bufinefs in that affem- 
bly. / adjure thee^ by the living God^ that thou tell 
us whether thou be the Chrijly the Son of God. The 
holy Jefus beirig a(j[jured by fo facred a name, 
. would not now refufe an anfwer, but confeffecj 
jMinfelf to.be the CHrift, tlie Son of the living God^ 
And this the high pricft w?s plcafcd (as the dcfign 
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was laid) to call blafphemy; and in token thereof 
he rends his clothes, prophetically fignifying, tb^t 
the priefthood (hould be rent from hioifelf. 

4. For the fentence of the judges : Caiaphas 
prejudging all the Sanhedrim, in declaring Jefos 
to have fpoken blafphemy, and the h& to be no- 
torious, he then afked their votes, fFAat think ye? 
And they anfwered^ and faid^ he is guilty of death. 
They durft not deny what Caiaphas had (aid ; they 
knew his faftion was very potent, and his malice 
great,^ and his heart was fet upon the bufinefs^ and 
therefore they all fay, as he would have them, he is 
guilty of death. But they had no power at that time 
to inflidt d^ath, they only declared him worthy of 

.death. ^ 

5. For Peter's denial. While thefc things were 
thus afting, a damfel comes to him, and tells him', 
Thqti waji with Jefus of Galilee: And then another, 
maid tells the byftanders, This fellow was alfi with 
Jefus of Nazareth. And after a while, they that 
flood by fpake themfelves, Surely thou art one of 
theniy for thy ffeech betrayeth thee : as if he had faid; 
the very idiom declares thee to be a Galilean. Peter 
thus furprifed, Ihamefully denies his Lord : and, i. 
He doth it with a kind of fubterfuge, / know not 
%vhat thou fayefl. He feems to elude the accufa* 
tion with this evafion, I know not thy meaning. 2* 
At the next turn, he goes on denying Chrift with 
an oath, / know not the man. And, laftly, he 
aggravates his (in fo far, that he denies his Lord 
with curfing and fwearing, / know not the man. 
Here's a lie, an oath, and a curfe. O Peter, is the 
man fo vile, that thou wilt not own him? Hadft 
thou not before confefled him to be the Chrift, 
the Son of the living God? And doft thou not 
know him to be man as well as God ? Is not this 
the God-man that called thee and thy brother An* 
drew at the fea of Galilee, faying. Follow me, and 
I will make you fifhers of men f Is not this he whom 
fhou fawefl; on Mount Tabor, (h'uiing more glo^^ 
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ficmfly tluu^ vtb€ (un ? Is Aot this be whom tbou 
iaweft walking on the water, and to whom thou 
faidft, Lordy if U be thu^ bid me come unio thee w 
ihe^waierj How is it then that thou laycft, I know 
not the man ? Surely here's a fad example of bu? 
man infirmity 4 and withal, a.blefled example of 
repcntaoce. No fooner the cock crew, and Chrifl 
gave a look on Petci*> but he ^ots mU .^nd meefs 
Ibiiterly. 

Let us learn hence to think modeftly and foberly 
of ourfclves : let hin^ that Jlandeth^ take heed left he 
falL If Peter could firfl: diflemble, and then lie, 
and theo forfwear, and then blafnbecne and curfe, 
Q let us not be high-nainded, but fear,7r-And in 
cafe we fall indeed, as Peter did, <y.et let us not de- 
^pfir, a^ jfud^ did.; but^ill upon ourt^pent^tice let 
u$ trufl: in Qod. 

6. For the abu(es tbc bafc attendants offered to 
Chriftj the evangelift tells us, Then did they fpt in 
his facCf anf^bugtted him^ and others fmofe Aim with 
the paln^ of their hands^ f^y^g^ prophecy unto m^ thou 
Chryiy who is he that Jmote thee? And, as Luke 
adds, Matty other fhings hlafphemoujly fpake they f^ainfi 
him. 

^ (i.) Thfcy fpit in bis face. This was accounted 
among the JeWi a matter of great infatny and x^ 
proach. 

(a.) They buffet him. We heard before, that one 
of tlTe officers iiruck Jefus V^itb the palm of his hand^ 
but now they bul&t him« 

(3 ) They coveted his face, Markxiv. 6j. Several 
o-eafonsare rendered for it ; that they might imite hioi 
more boldly and without ftiame, 

{4.) They fifiote him with the palms of their handsi, 
faying. Prophecy unto us 9 thou Chrjji^ V)h0 is he that 
fmote thee? Some reckon thefe taunts amongd the 
bitterefl paffages of his paffion. Nothing is .nu)re 
inirerable, even to the greateft mif#ry^ than to iq^ 
Hfelf fcoroed of enemies.. 
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Confider chriftigtns, whether we had not a hand" 
iff thcfc abiafes. (i.) They fpit in the face of Chrlft 
who defile his image in their fouls. (2.) They buf^' 
fet him who perfecotc Chrift in his members j ^auip 
Saui^ why perfecutejf ikou me? (3;) They mock and' 
fcoflf at Chrift who fcorn his meffcngers. He thalf 
defpifeth you defpifeth me^ faith Chrift. O that we 
would lay tbcle things to our hearts^ and obfervc 
wherein we ftand guilty of thefe fins, that we may 
rfcpent. Yon that take your name from Chrift, how 
fhould you admire the imnicnfity of thisr love of 
Chrift ? Was it a fmatt thing that the wifdom of 
God fbould become the fboliibnefs of men, and 
fcorn of men, and contempt of the world, for your 
fins'sfake? Gthmkof this! 
• And now the difmal night rs done, what remains 
but that we follow Chrift, and obfcnrc him in his 
fufferings the next day. The pfalmift telfs us, ^or- 
row may endure for a mghty but joy cometh in the morn- 
inp: only Chrift can find none of this joy neither 
morning nor evening; for after a difmal night, he 
meets with as dark a day. 



CHAP. II- 

Sect. 1. Of ChriJPs Indictment ^ and ludas^s 
fearful End. 

JlxBOUT (ix ill the morning, Jefus was brougfal 
unto Pilate's houfe. Tken led they Jefus from Cai^ 
apha^mto the judgtmetri^aU^ and it vias- early. 
When the morning was come, all the chief priejf^ 
and elders of the people tt^ok counfel again/l Jefut 
t^ flit him to death: and whew they had bound hm^ 
and led him away, and delivered him to Pontine 
Pilate the goverfkn; then Judas ztMch had betrayed 
Aim, hanged himfelf. O t^c f eadmefs ot our nature. 
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to evil! When the IfraeJites would facrifice to the 
golden calf, they rofe up early in the morning. If 
God leave us to ourfelves, we arc as ready to prac- 
tice mifchicf as the fire is to burn. The tranfaftions 
of this hour I (hall confider in thefe two paiTages/ 
Chrift*s indiftment, and Judas's fearful end- 
. Ill Chrift's indidment, we may obferve, i. His 
accufatipn. 2. His examination^ 

In his accufation we may obferve, i. Who are his. 
accufers. z. Where he was accufed. 3. What was 
the matter of which they accufe him. 

!• His accufers were the chief priefts and elder* 
of the people. The very fame that before had 
judged^ him. guilty of death, are now his accufers 
before the temporal judge? but why muft our Sa- 
viour be twice judged ? Was not the Sanhedrim, 
or ecckiiaftical court, fufBcient to condemn trim ? 
1 anfwer, he is twice judged, i. That his innocency 
might more appear, a. Becaufe, faid the Jews, // 
is hat lawful for us to put any^ man to death. The 
Romans bad come and reftrained the Jews from the 
execution of their lawjs. 

2. The place of the accufation was at the door of 
the houfe. They would not go into the judgment- 
hall left they Qiould be defiled, hut that they might 
eat the paffover. They are carious of a ceremony, 
but make no (train to fhed innocent blood: they 
are precife about fuch matters of the law: mercy, 
judgment, fidelity, and the love of God, they fet 
thetn pafs. 

3. The matter of which they acculc him. (i.) 
That be feduced the people. (2.} Th^t he forbad 
to p^y tribute to C»far. . (3,) That he faid he was 
a king. How. great, but withaU l^ow falfe were tbefc 
accufations^ 

2. For his examtnation. Pilate ^as nothing moved, 
with any of the accufat ions, faving the third; and 
therefore letting all the reft pafs, he aflced him 
only. Art thou the king of th^ Jews? To whom 
Jefus anfwcrcd, My kingJofn i\ not of this worlds 
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% ^hich l^ilate knew well that Chrift wis tioefaettijr 
tinto Cafar, Cbrift's kingdom is fpiritual, his go- 
vernment is in the bearts'of hi^ti,'and what is this to 
Ga&far ? 

How many Jcfldns majr we jltarn from hence ? i* 
Chrift was accufed, who can be free? The chief 
priefts and cldersr of the Jews accufed Chrift No 
i^onder if.thofc who are chief and great among uS 
accufe poor cbriftians : there is a perpetual fenmit/ 
between the feed of the woman and the feed of thd 
ferpents ^n everUfting, irrdconcileable, implat:able 
enmity... . ' ' 

^ (2,) Chrfft is examined only for! his iifufpatioh i 
Afi thm the hhg qf the Jewst The men 6f this 
world mind only worldly things! , Pilate regard^ hot 
Chrift's doflrine: but he is afraid' left he 'ftiould 
afpire to the kingdon^^and concerning this oui^SAvipuf 
puts him out of. doubt, mj kingdom is. fi()tbf\kU 
world. O eternity ! to be for ever in heayeii witli 
God and Chrift,!' bow fhall this fwallow iip all bthet 
thoughts and aims ? '. '\'\ ., 

2. ** Then Judas which betrayed liiiri> ^hen he 
** faw* that he^ was condemned, repented hiolfdf^ 
There is a repentance that coities too late. Iii hell 
men (hall repent to all eternity, and fuch a repent- 
ance was this of Judas. About midnight be had 
received his money in the houfe of Annas, ind now 
betimes in the morning he repents his bargain, *4nd 
ibrows his money back again. . The end of this 
tragedy was, that Judas died a ftiiferable death' r he 
perifhed by his own hand3. He went ^^hd' hanged 
kinifelf. And he fell headlong, and burfi afundcr in 
the midfl, and ail his bowels gufhed oiit. ' 

Who would die fuch a death for thd plcafure^ 6f 
a little fin? The lord keep oiir fouls iFrom betray* 
ing Chrift, arid fronii defpairing in God's 'mer^y 
Ihi-ough Chrift. Amen, Amen. ' 
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SECT. It 
Of CMjTi Mijmu H€t6d. 

lBOUT tc^cn in the ttmrning, Jcftis was fcdl to 
iIerod» who himfelf was atfo at JcruliUem at that 
time. The reafon of this was« tkcaufe Pilate had 
heard that Chrift wa^ a Galilean 9 and Herod being 
tetrarcfarof Gatilee, he cbndiides that Chfift muft be 
under his jurifdidion : Herod was glad ; for he ^as 
^cfiraus to fee Chrift of a longlfeaTon, becatufe he had 
^ea'rd many thinj» of hidt^and ht heped to have feen 
fome <nimcles done by him. That which I fhalJ ob* 
jervein (his paffageis. 

I. HerocTs^eeftfOiilngtffJeftjs Chrift. a-Chrift's 
fiUoct tp alt his quelKoos. J^. Herod's derifion^ and 
Cbri^'a dtfmifton back again to Hiate. 

{i.yi^etoA queftioned whh hi|n in many words^ 
Hetod Cpuld not abide to Jiear his word^ but be was 
mtW cofltetit to fee the mrractes of (?bf ift. 

{%.) "Whaievtr his qneftrons were, he aufwered 
liim nothing. Herod had been fottithiy tarelefs of 
^fetiis Chrift ) he livfed in the place where Jefus more 
efpeciallv liad eonyetfed, yet hcfver had feen his per- 
foAj or neard his feritio'ns. It gives Us to learn tbos 
mucbt that if we fcfufe to hear thk voice of Chrift rn 
the. time of cnetcyi Chrift may refufe tofpeaktom 
an our time of need 

\A^ This'fifefice they interpret for fimpliciiy : antf 
To nerod with his m^H of war fit him at nai^gkt^ ^md 
wocked hifHy and arrived him in a gorgeous robt^ md 
fent him a^ain to Pilate. They arrajed him with a 
white, glittering, gorgeoos, raiment : the meaning 
6f Herod was notlb much to declare his inncrcenct 
as his folly. In this poftare they fent him aw^ay again 
to Pilate ; to all their former deriiions they added this^ 
that now he was expo(ed in fcorn to the boys of the 
ftreets. 
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. Was the uncreated wifdom of the Father reputed 
a fool? No wonder if we fuffer thoufands of re* 
proaches. We are made e fpedade unto the world» 
and to angels, and to men ; we are fools for Chriil's 
fake,-~We anr made as the filtb of the worlds And 
fire the off-ficouring' of tliii^s unto this daj* Chrif- 
tians muft wear the badge and livery of Jelus Cbriftr 
we cannot expeft to fare better than our ma;fter. I 
never knew Chriftians in better temper than when 
they are ftiled by the name of puritans, hypocrites^ 
formalifb, orthelike* 

Let us not judge of men by their outfide garmentj(. 
Wifijom is often clad in the coat of 4 fbol. 

Let us admire at the condefcenfion of Chrift, who 
came down from he^veii to teach us wi(dom. Wif- 
dom itieif was content to be counted a fpol^ (hat 
thofe who are accounted th^ foolifb things of tbf 
worldy might be wife to falvation. 

Do not we fet thrift at naught ? Do not we mock 
himt and array him in 4 goirgeous robe ? Wh^tfoevtfr 
we do to one of the leaft of l|ii faints, he tells us that 
we do it to himfelf, Maft- xxv. 4.0, 45. and have we 
Qot dealt^ thus with his faints ? Have We noj; de^lt 
thus with his minifters ? When Etifiba was going up 
to Bet bet, TAerecameliifle children put of the clty^ and 
piocked him^ and faid unto him^ p uf thotf bald he^y M 
up thou bald bead. A reproach of a bald bead, round 
liead» given to a faithful EHQi^i or a ipjnifUr of 
Chrift, proclaims you as bad as thofe little childrep, 
yea, as bad as ^erod, and his men of war. Suqh 
Herods were a little before the dcftruftion of Jeru- 
falem. Some there Were then that $no(ked themejfengers 
^ God^ and defpijedhis words^ andnUfuJed hispropXets^ 
until the wrath of the Lord arofea^ainfi hif pegple^ unfit 
fherf w$s nq remedy. 
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SECT. III. . 

QJ Chrifi and Barabbas compared ; and of tie,QueJ$Qt 
debated betwixt Pilate and the Jews. 

lBOUT eight in the rporning Gbrift is returned to 
iPilate, who propounded to the Jews, whether they 
would have' Jefus or Barabbas loofed unto them^ 
•f Ye have a cuftom (faith he) .that Lfl^ojild releafe 
** unto you one at the paffovcr, will ye therefore th^ 
f* X releafe unto yo^ the King of the Jews? Tnfeh 
^' cried they all again, faying, not this fnan, but Ba- 
f* rabbas. l^ow Barabbas was ^ robber." It is fup* 

J>ofed, th|t in tbispaflfage pilateendeayoured Chrifrs 
ibcrty; he knew that for envy they had delivered him, 
and be faw that Herod bad fent (lin) back tiqcon- 
idemned \ anid therefore now be propounds this me- 
dium to refcue him, fVhm will ye that I releafe untq 
ypUy Barab^a%^ or JefuSj which is called Chriji? In 
prprccutTpn of this paflage, Ifhall obfcrvc, i. Wh'Q 
idis Barabbas w^s. 2. What is tbp difference betwixt 
bim and pbrift. 3. How they vote. 4. Pilate*^ 
query upon the vote, j . Their anfwer to his query. 
6. His reply unto their anfwer, 7. The reduplication 
ppon bis reply. 

For the firft, Virhat was this Barabbas ? " Orte 

?* tjiat had made inlurredion, and committed mur- 

f* dcr in the infurreftion.*' Mark xv. 7. One that 

, w^s the greateft malefador of his time ^ and mu(t 

\kt be takeqj j^nd Jefus caft ? 

For the fecond, what the difference is betwixt 
bim and Chrift. Let us weigh them in the balanq?, 
and we may 6nd, i. Barabbas was a thief, and by 
violence took aWay the bread of the needy, but 
Chrift was a feeder and (upplier of their needs, 
z. Barabbas was a murderer, and bad flain the 
living; but Chrift was the Saviour, rcftoring life 
pnto the dead. 3. Barabbas was a man of blood. 
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bot Chrift was a meek and qoiet fpirit. Here is ft 
competition indeed, the author of (editioD with the 
Prince of peace; a murderous mutineer with a 
merciful Mediator j a fon of Belial with the Son of 
God. 

3. For their votes, they gaire.thei^ in thus; not 
this many but Uarabbas. A ftrange vote, to dcfir^ 
the wolf before the lamb, the noxious and violent 
before the righteous and innocent. 

4. For Pilate's query upon this vote, vslud.fkAll 
I do then with Jefus^ which is called CiriJ f There 
IS more pity in pi late than in all the Jews. In.fooie 
things Pilate did juftly ; as firft, he would not. con* 
dcmn him before bis accufations were brought in; 
nor then neither, before he was conviAed of fonic 
capital crime : and* becaufe he perceives .that it 
was envy that drove on their deiign, he endeavours 
io faye his life by balancing him with Barabbas; 
and now he fees that they prefer Barabbas before 
Jefus, he puts forth the queftion, /* what (ball I 
*• do then with Jefus, which is called Chrift?**. As 
if he had faid, 1 know not what to do with him, it 
Uagainft my light to condemn him to death, who 
is ot innocent life. t 

5* And they all faid unto him^ lei him be cru^ 
cified. This was the 6r(t time that they fpeak 
openly their defign. It had long lurked within 
them, that he mud die accurfed death; and now 
their envy breaks out. The crofs was a gradual 
^nd flow death, it fpun out pain into a long thread, 
and therefore they make choice of it, as. they made 
choice of Jeius ; let him die rather liban Barabbas* 
and let him diie the death of the crofs rather than 
any ipccdy death. 1 

6. For Pilate's reply unto this anfwer, why what 
evil hath he done? Sometimes the Jews themfelvea 
could lay^ ** He bath done all things well, he maketh 
V both the deaf to hear* and the dumb to fpeak/* 
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Soreljr be hath dene aU things well ^ he ftilkd th« 
winds, and calnKd the feas ; he ratfed the dead^ he 
gaw grao^ and he forgave fios -^ aod by his death be 
merited for his faints everbfttag life; why then (bould 
he die that had done all things well ? No wonder if 
Pfiafe objeft againft tbefe oaaHcioiis ones, wt^ ivif 
tuMhedomf 

Bui they ified out more^ foyi^gy hi him i^e iruci^ 
Infteyd of proving fome evil againft him, they 
cried oot the more ; they were inftant with load voices : 
they made fuch a ckmour, thai the earth rang with 
it. Aad now is Pilate threatened into smother e^pi^ 
iitoa» they require his judgment; and the voices of 
them, and of the chief prieft prevailed ; fo it foUowSt 
\A^ ^»hm hi fiw he could prewul uorhiag, tnt ih0 
Mther a lumuU was made, thin BarMas u nleaftd mt% 
iiim, smd Jsfus is delivered to he fcovatge^^ 

Give me leave to look amongft ourfelvet: is 
there not fome other amongft us that prefer Bar 
rabbas before Jefus? O ! yes: thofe that liftcn to 
that' old mutinous murderer in his feditioiis tempra* 
tictf» : thofe that rejeft the biefled motions of God^ 
^wn.fptrit in his tenders and offers of grace; thofe 
that embrace the world, with its pleafurtsand profits, 
and niake them their portion; all tbefe choofe Barab* 
bas, and rejed Jefus Chrift. 

a. Give me leave to look on the love and mercy of 
God in Chrift. Our Jefus was not only content to 
take our nature upon him, but to be compared with 
the greateft malefactor of thofe times : and bjr public 
fentence to be pronounced more worthy of death than 
Jhirabbas. O the love of Chhft 1 be died that we 
might live : if was the voice of God, as well as meo, 
reteafe Barabbas, every believing Barabbas, and cru*- 
dff Jefos. 



Digitized by 



G 



<^le 



( ara ) 



S E c T. rv. 

Tvak Tlkorm. 



lBOUT nine (irhicii the Jews caH iCfae third boor 
of the day) was Chrift whipped^ clothed Hmh pmpi^ 
aind m>waed wftli thorns. ^ 

u When iShtte fiiw bow the Jews irere fdt upon 
Ms death, 4ie ^oonfented* Thm thefMiers $f th go^ 
tfitmr f09k Jejks imo the tmntmrn Xi/4 and sstieni 
mM %im the wiole bund tf foldkrt^ and tke^ piff^ 
kirn. They polled off his clothes, aiid nuudc Inm 
(tend AalcjBd before tliem ail. He that adorns efatt 
littven ^Mlh ftars, and the earth with Ammcn^ is now 
himfeir fitipped naked^ 

ft. Piiiftei^ve him to bt fcoui^ed. ThisibiDtt 
think be did upon no mher aocoimt, b«t that tb^ 
Jews might reft 'fetisfied, and fo defiit fwm taikang 
«way his life. Thct PUane might give him to-be 
fcowged on that accoata, is yziy probable 4 be^ 
oauffe, after the feovrging, he brings bioi out to tfa^ 
fews, prodaiming, I find no fault in kim. Aiidbefosie 
his fcotii^ing, ^he ipoa^ks it more expreffly, jir hik 
dmena^f^wartiy (^ deaths I wiU thertfar^ thafiS^ 
Mm^ and Tckaje A^, 

We may here read a lefttxre of the jmmciife hme 
of <iod in Cbrtft to us poor Gentiles. Was thoce 
«ferio«s liloe unto this love? Had be not been 
-God as well as man^ be could never have had in bis 
heart fuch a lovers this« It was adivineJoac^ a 
love far furpaffing either the love of men, or women, 
or angels. 

%. They put upon him a purple ro1>e, or a fcarlet 
robe. John calls it purple, and Matthew fcarlet. 
Hovrfoever fome dific rence may be, yet becaufe of 
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their likenefs, they are putfometimes oneforatnoth^j 
It is in the original, a fcariet cloak. It was a loofe 
ihort garment^ at firft ufed only by kings or emperors^ 
and the colour of it was fuitable to Chrift^s condi- 
tion, for he was now purple all over : his body and 
his garment were both of a deep dyed fanguine cotov. 
What is his fcariet garoient, but the emblem of his 
wounded body ? That, as he {pake of the womao^ 
Jke anointed him aforehand unto his burial y fo Pilate^ 
in the myftery^ clothes hiln aforehand (into h^ 
bloody death. 

4. They plaited a crown of thorns, and put it 
upon his head, A goodly .crown for .the King, of 
kiQgs ! We read of many forts, of crowns, as of 
the triumphal, laurel, naval, mural, but n^ver uutil 
this did we read pf a crown of thorns. A crown \t 
was to delude him, and a crown of thorns to torrpent 
him. In this we may read both bis pain and {baine* 
After they had put it upon his head^ they toek a reed 
and/mote him on the head: thatis^ th^y fmote him on 
the head .to fallen the ctown of thorns upon hioi 
fttrer, and to imprint it deeper. 

How many leflbns might we draw from hence ? 
They put upon bis head a crown of Ihame, of deaths 
of torture; who came to give us a crown of vidor^^ 
^f life,* of glory. O what a (hame is it for any of 
us to crown our heads with rofe buds, to fpc^nd bur 
time in vanity, folly, fin, when Chrift our Lord bad 
fuch a grove of thorns growing- on his facred head ? 
The difciple is not above his mafter, nor the fervanc 
above his lord : it is enough for the difciple that he 
be as his mafter, and the fervant as his k>rd. If ouir 
Lord and mafter was crowned with ihorns, furely the 
members of Chrift fbould not be foft, delicate, efe<^ 
minate^ fenfual, or given up to pleafures. 
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t>jf Chrifi brought forthy and Senieneed^ 

.BOU*r ten Chrift was brought forth and fen«* 
tenced. i. For his bringing forth, I (hall therein 
obferve thcfe particulars : As, i. We: find Pilate 
bringing forth Jefus out of the comiuoh hall, and 
file wing this fad fpedacle to, the people. Then 
tame Jefus forth^ wearing the crown of tkortis^ and 
the purple robe^ and Pilate /aid unto them^ behold 
the man! He thought the very fight of Chrift 
would have napved them with compaffion $ they 
had lathed iiim almod unto deaths they had clothed 
him with purple, crowned him with thorns ; and 
now they bring him our, and expofe him to public 
view; Pilite crying, behold the man! As if be bad 
faid, ^* Behold a poor, miferable, diftrefied . man. 
" Behold bow he fiands disfigured with wounds, be-^ 
^^ hold him welterjng in bis own blood 2 and, let this 
*^ fufHcient, yea^ more than fu£cient puniibment^ 
** fuffice to fatisfy your rage. 

2. We find the Jews more enraged againft Jefus, 
When the chief priej^s and officers faw him^ they cried 
^utf faying J crucify him I crucify him / O ye Jews^ 
children of Ifrael, feed of Abraham, is not this he, 
concerning whom your fathers cried, O that thou 
Wouldft rend the heavens, that thou wouldft come 
down, that the mountains might flow down at thy 
prefence ? . How is it that you (hould defpife him 
prefelit, whom they de^red abfent? How is it thai: 
your .cry and theirs fhould be fo contrary ? 

3. We find Pilate and the Jews yet debating tho 
bulinels; Pilate js loth to pronounce . the fentence, 
And the chie£ of the Jews provoke him to it* with a 
three-fold argument; As — 

5 ^ Ff 
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vi. They had a laWj and by their law. he^ughtta 
die, becaufe he ma^ himje^ fie Sm of God: the 
text tells us, that Pilaie hearing this argument^ was 
the more afraid. Pilate (faith Cyril) was an heathen 
idolater/ Md fo w«tibipp4ng' laatif gods b^ coutd 
not tell but that Chrift might be one of them. This 
wa^ the tnesming of Pilate'^ qyueftion, wh^ce art 
thouf Of what progenitors art tbpQ foruhg ^ Kxaii 
ftoxfk thenceforth Pilate fought to releare htoi. 

2- The Jews came wi^b" another argument^ they 
thnp^ten^ Pifete, If thoU ht this man go, than art 
hot €ajar^s friend: a forcible. rcafon, as the cafe thed 
Hood* h wai noib^U thattcr to beac.cufed of Yi\^ 
tteafon agatnft Gaeftr, and therefore under this obii- 
Mtiort, Pilate fcems' to ben^: whom the. fear of 
Chriftfs divinity had rcftraincrf, him the fear of Caefar'a 
firown provoked to go on. And yet before he gives 
fentence, he takes water^ and walhetk his hands be- 
fore the mtiHitudej ftytn^. Tarn innocent of thebhod 
of thisjufi ferfon, fee ye to it. 
' 5. In reference to this^ they engaged themfelves for 
hitn« which was their la{t argument, /!//> blbodke.upon 
us, and our children^ Thus for of the firft general. 

4. For the fentence itfelf, When Pilate heard that,, 
hejfat^dojwn in the judgment kat, in a place tJiatM caUed 
the pjaruemeni, becaufe ercwpcf bf ftones :. btijt in the 
Hebrew, gafeat^ia.— This wor,d*ri§nififi6 an high place, 
and raifcd above ; it was fo 00 putppfc, that the 
judges might bc^ften when they pronounced fentence. 
And here Plhitc fitting down, gave fentence th?it it 
fhouM be as thiur required: andthen^ he delivered 
Jefus to their wiH^ 

From this f?g^t AiP CJlrift,, as be was prcftntcd 
by Pilate to the peopte, we may fcacn remor& ? 
nqt any of us wbo^have crqcified Chrfft by our fitis, 
but we are cgHed on at thi3 time, tQ behold th^ 
man. Sqppofe we few him with out boditj eyes j 
fuppofc we had the fkmc view oF Chrift as tbci J*ws 
bad, where he was tbvia prefented ; (bppoie we 
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faw him in the midft of us, wearing the crown of 
thorns, aud the purple robe, and the reed held in 
his right hand ; ibppoie we J^eai^d the voice of 
Pilate fpeaking to us, as he did to the Jews, BeAoid 
tht mam; fuppofii we is^w tte pmple robe lifted 
up, that we might fee all under, how his body 
was torni and that fame voice from heavcAflioiM 
come to us, faying, T%is fame is id wAm yt htvi 
hufettei^ fc9urg$d» crownea^ cnuifiei with your Jinsn,^ 
Were not this enough to prick us in our hearts, 
and to make us cry, '^ Men and brethi^eo, what 
ihalj we AoV^ We look on Pilate, on the foldic«, 
on the Jews < but we look rot on our fins, faying, 
could we but realise our fius as the principal of 
thele iiiflerings of CbriCt, methinks our hearts fhould 
break. Copuder, yeilerday fo many lies were told, 
and fo many oaths were fworn;. little did we think. 
Chat all this while we had been (tripping Chrift 
imked« whippiiag Chrift' with rods, clothing 'Cfarift 
with a purple-fcarlct robe, plaiting a crown of 
thorns, and puttii^ it oo his head, Tcepterin^ him 
with a reed, s^nd famtjng him with from, km King 
cf th$ Jewsf Men/ brethr^n^ and fathers, be not 
deceived, Chriflb is mocked, fcorned, and thus 
abufed by you when you fin; your fins thus dealt 
whh Cbrift, and io God*s acceptation, your fins 
thus deal with Chrift eveh unto this day. . NeVer 
iay, it was lon^g fince Chrift was crucified, and he 
is now in heaven, for by your fins you crqcify agaia 
the Liord of glory, ^oti put him^ again to opcti 
Oiame. O look op him whom you have pierced ! 
Pilate thougbjt that if the Jews would but behold th^ 
man, tb^ir hearts would have mollified, and (hall not 
I think as well of ypu ? It is ableflcd means to make 
fin bitter, apd to breed in our hearts remorfe for fin, 
if we will but hearken to this voice of Pilate, Behold 
the man. 
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SECT, VL 

Of Chriji Crucifying. 

LBOtrr cloven, they prepare with all fpced for 
the. execution. In this hour we may obferve thefe 
feveral paiTages. i. Their taking off the robe, and 
clothing him again with his own raiment. 2. Their 
leading him away from Gabbatba to Golgotha; bear* 
ing the croft, with Simon's help. 3. His comforting 
the women who followed weeping. 4. Their giving 
bim vinegar to drink, mingled with jgali. 5. Their 
crucifying, or fattening him on the crofs, 

I. The cvangelift tells us, they took the robe off 
from him^ and they put his own raiment on him. 
Origen obfcrvcs, "They took off his robes, but 
^* they took not off his crown of thorns." It \% 
fuppofed this fmall bufinefs could not be done with- 
out gre^t pain ; after his fore whipping, his blood 
congealed, and by that means ftuck to his fcarlet 
mantle; fo that in pulling off. the robe, and putting 
pn his raiment, there could not but be a renewing of 
his wounds. 

a. They )ed him away j bearing his crofs. They 
liad fcarce left hitn To much blood or ftrength, as to 
carry himfelf, and mufl he now bear his heavy crofs ! 
Yes, until he faipt and iick, fo long he mufl bear it, 
and longer too, did they not fear that he (houid die, 
yrirh lets (hame anid fmart than they intended him; 
which to prevent, they confirained one Simony a Cyre- 
nean^ to bear his crofs after him. The crofs was a Ro- 
n)an deaths and fo one of their abominations; hence 
they then)felves would no( topch the tree of infamy, 
left they fliould have been defiled ; but to touch the 
Lord's anointed, to crucify the Lord of glory, they 
inake no fcruple at all. 

3. He comforted the women who followed 
^Veeping. An4 there followed him a great comtaity 
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of people^ and of nvmerij which alfo bewailed and 
lamented him: but Jefus turning to them^ [aid, 
daughters of Jerufalemr^ weep not for me^ but weep 
for yourf elves, and for your children. In the midft 
of bis mifcry, he forgets not mercy j in the midft 
of all their tortures and fcorn, he can hear bis fol- 
lowing friends weeping' behind him, and ncglcft 
dl his own fufferings to comfort them. He bath 
more compaffion on the women that follow him 
weeping, than of his own mangled felf, fainting 
and bleeding unto death; be feels more the tears 
that drop fronj their eyes, than all the blood that 
flows ' from his own veins. We beard before, 
that he would not vouchfafe a word to Pilate, 
tbat threatened him, nor to Herod that entreated 
him; and yet unafked, bow graciouily doth he 
turn about bis. bleeding- face to tbefe weeping 
women, affording them looks and words too, both 
of compaffion and of confolation. Daughters of Je- 
rufalem^ weep not for me^ but for yourfelves. — And 
yet obferve, he did hot turn bis face to them, until 
he heard them weep; nortnay we think to fee his face 
in glory, unlefs we firft bathe our eyes in forrow. 
It is a wonder to me, that any in our age (bould 
ever decry tears, remorfe, contrition, compunftion. 
How many faints do we find both in the old and 
;iew tcftamcnt, confuting by their praftice^, tbefe 

Srrofs opinions? The promife tells us, they tbat 
bw in tears^ (liall reap in joy ; be that follows 
Cbrift, or goeth forth weeping, bearing precious (et6^ 
fhall dpubtlefs come again with rejoicing, bringing bis 
(heaves with bim. 

But what is the meaning of this, weep not for 
me? May we weep not for the death of Cbrift? 
Do we not find in fcripture that all the people wept 
at the death of Mofes ? That all the church wept 
at the death of Stephen? That the women la- 
mented the death of Dorcas ? And, did not Cbrift 
himf^lf weep for Lazarus, and Jerufalem ? Nay, is 
|ie not hert weeping Ihowers oi bloody all along the 
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way^ ? O^ what is tbr meaaiog of iiibi% weep mi fv 
mt^ J>ut we^ fir ytanf elves ^ 
\ I anfyrer, the word& ar^ not abfolule, but com*- 
paratWe, Cbrift doth Xiot iun|)l)r forbid lu to weqi^ 
for o^r friends, but rather to turn our worldly gfief 
into godly forrow for fin. Chtift pointed the «ro* 
men to the true caufe of aU their (brrow^ which 
was their fins; and thus we have caufe to weep 
indeed. Our (ins were the caufe of the fufierings 
of Chrift; and in that refped;^ O that our heads 
were fountains, and our eyes rivers of tears j O that 
the Lord would ftrike theie rocky hearts of ouis^ 
with the rod of iroe remorfe* that water might gu^ 
out ! O that ^e could thus mourn over Jefus,. whom 
we have pierced^ a(|d be in bitternefs for him> aa 
one that is in bitternefs for bis iirft^bom. 

4. No fooner was he come to the place of execu- 
tion, but they gave him vinegar to drink, mingled 
with gall : this was a cuftom amongft Jews and 
Romans^ that to the condemned they ever giwre 
wine to drink* But in that they gave him vinegar 
mingled with gall, it was an argument of their 
cruelty and envy. 

5. They crucified bim« that is^, they fattened him 
to the crofs; and then lift him up. That I mean 
to obferve of this crucifying of Chrift, I fliall reduce 
to thefe two heads, viz. the (hame and pain. 

1. For the (hame, it was a curfed death, Cmfed 
is every me that hangeth on a tree. When it was 
in ufe, it was chiefly infli&ed upon flaves, that either 
talfely accpfed, or treacherouily coofpired their 
matter's death ; but on whomfoever it was inflided| 
this death, in all ages among the Jews, hath been 
branded with a fpeciai kiod. of ignominy : and fo 
the apottie (ignifies when he faith, tie abafed him* 
felf to the deaths even to thede^h of the irtf/s. 

2. For the pain, it was a painful death; ^.ap-^ 
pears fcveral ways. t. His legs and hands vvere 
violently racked, and pulled out to the places fitted 
for his iiafteningf and then pierced throij^b witl» 
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hails. 2^' By this means be wanted the nk both of 
his hdads and feet^ and fb was forced to haog im* 
moveable upon the crofs» fa being unable to turn 
any way for his eafe. 3. The logger he lived, the 
inore he endured ; for by the weight of his body 
his wounds were opened and enlarged; his nerves 
and veins were rent and torn afunder, and his blood 
guQied out more and more. 4. He died by inch- 
meal, as 1 may fay, and not at once: Ihecrofs kept 
him a g^eat while upon the rack. It was foil three 
hours betwixt Cbri(t*s afHi&ion and expiration j; and 
it would have been longer if he had not freely and 
wiBingly given up the ghoft^ it is reported that 
Andrew the apoftie was two whole days upon the 
crofs before he died ;; and fo long might Chrift have 
been, if God had not heightened it to greater degrees 
of torment. 

I may add to this, as above all this, the pains o£ 
hts foul while he hanged on the crofs^ for there 
atfb Cbrift had his agonies and conflicts, thefe were 
tbofQ pains^ or pains of death, from which Peter 
tells us Chrift was loofed. Such were the pains of 
Jcfus Chrift in death : the prophet calls it, tie tra^ 
vail of his foul: and the pfalmift calls it the pains 
of hell, the forrows of death ctmpajfei me^ and the 
paint of hell gat hold upon me. The forrows, or 
cords of death compafTed his body, and the pains 
of hell gat hold upon his foul : and the(e were they 
tiiat extorted from him that paffiouate expoftulation^ 
My Gody m% God^ why kajt thou forfaken me? He 
complains of that which was more grievous to him, 
thaa ten tboufand deaths, My God, my God, why 
haft thou withdrawn thy wonted prefence, and left 
0)y foul (as it were) in helU 
^ And now we reflect on the fliame and pain ; Q 
the curfe and bitttrnefs that our fins have brought 
on Jcfus Cbrift ! When I but think en thefe bleed- 
ing veins, fcourged fides, furrowed back, harrowed 
temples, digged hands and feet, and then confider 
that my fins were the qaufe of all; methinks I (hould 
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need no more arguments for. fclf-abborring. Chrff^ 
tians^ would not your hearts rife againft him that 
fliould kill your father, .mother, brother, wife, huf- 
band? O then, how fliould your hearts and fouls 
rife againft fin i Surely your fin it was that mur- 
dered CbrifE, that killed him who is inftead of alf 
lelations, who is a thoufand times dearer to you 
than father, mother, hufband, child. One thought 
of this (hould, methinks, be enough to niake you 
fay, as Job did, / abhor myfelf itiduft and ajhes. O, 
what is that crofs on the back of Chrift ? My fins. 
O, what is that croWn on the head of Chrift ? My 
fins. O, what is that nail in the .right hand, and 
that other in the left hand.of Chrifl ? My fins. O, 
what is that fpcar in the fide of Chrift ? My fins. O, 
what are tbofc nails and wounds in the feet of Chrift? 
My fins. With a fpfritual eye I fee no other engine 
tormenting Chrift ; no other Pilate, Herod, Annas^ 
Caiaphas, condemning Chrift^ no other fold iers, ofii- 
ccrs, Jews, or Gentiles, doing execution on Chrift^ 
but only (inV O my fins, my fins 1 

2. Coniifort we ourfelves in the end of this death 
of thrift; as Mofes lifted up. the fcrpent in the wiN 
dern^fs^ fo muft the Son of roan be. lifted up; that 
whofoeyer belicvcth in him (hould not perifli, but 
have eternal lifi?. Without this confideration the con- 
templation of Chrift's death would be altogether un- 
!)rofitable.. Now what was the end? Surely this, Chrift 
ifted up, that he might draw all men lihto him : 
Chrift hanged on a tree, that he might bear our fins 
on the tree. This was the plot which God aimed at 
in the crucifying of Chrift; and thus our faith mutt 
take it up. Indeed our comfort hangs on this. The 
defign ot Chrift in his fuff^rings is that welcome news, 
O remember this, Chrift is crucified ! And why fo \ 
That whofoever beUevith in him {hould not pcrijh^ but 
have evtrlqfting life. 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



( 333 ) 

SlfcCT. VII. 
Of the CoHfequtnts after Cirtfi*i Crttdfyiti* 



..Al 



.BOUT twelve, whenthfe fon is ofuatly brigbt-^ 
eft, it began now to darken. This darknefs was To 

treat, tbilt it fpread c<rer aii the land of Jewry: 
ome think, over ail the world; fo we tranflate it 
in Luke, A^ there was d&rknefs ei/er ail the earthy 
And many Gentiles^ betides Jews, obferved the fame 
as a great miracle. 

The c^fe of this darknefs is diverfely rendered by 
(everal authors. Some think, that the fun, by divine 
power, withdrew, and held back its beams. What- 
foever was the caufe, it continued for the fpace of 
three hours as dark as the darkeil wtnter^s night. 

2. About three, which the Jews tail the ninth 
hour, the fun now beginning to receive his light, 
Jefus cried with a loud voice, £/i, £//, Lamajahach^ 
tiam. My God, mf God, why kajt ihm forjahn 
M^ /^— And then, that the fcripture might be ful- 
filled, he iaid, I thirj,— And when he had received 
the vinegar, he fald, // is finijhed. — And, fat laft, 
crying ^ith a loud voice, he faid. Father, into thy 
hands l€9mmend my fpirit : and having faid thus, he 
gave up the ghoft. 1 cannot (lay on thefe feven words 
of Chrift, which he uttered on tbecrpis ; his words 
were ever gracious, but never more gratious ^ ban at 
this time. We cannot find, in all the books of men, 
in all the records of time, either fuch fufferings or 
fttch fayings, as were theie laA fayings »nd lu^erings 
6f Jefus Chrift. 

5* About four in the afternoon he w^s pierced 
with a fpear, and there iflbed out of his fide both 
blood and water. And one of fht Joiners ivitk a 
fpear pierjted his fide, and f§rthwifk fame thereimt 
ilood and water. This was a fountain of both fa* 
craniients^ the fountAio of 4lt our bappinefs, the 
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fountain opened to the houfe of David, and to the 
inhabitants of Jerufalem for lin and for unclean- 
ncfs. There are three that bear witneis on earth, 
faith John, the fpirit, the water, and the blood. 
Out of the iide of Ghrift, being now dead, there 
iflues water and blood; fignifying that he is both 
our juftification and fanctification. 

4* About five (which the Jews call the eleventh, 
and the lad hour oi the day) Chrifi: was taken down 
and buried by Jofeph and NLcodemus, > 

Thu^ far we have propounded the.bleffed objed of 
Chrift*s fuflfcring and dying for us. Our next work 
is to direft you how to look unto him in this refpeft. 



CHAP. III. 

Sect. i. 0/ knowing Jejus as carrying on the great 
work of our Salvation in Ais Death. 



.L, 



rfET us know Jefus carrying on the great work 
of our falvation, during his fuffcrings and death. 
Thi§ is the high point which Paul was ever ftu^ 
jayingi preaching, I determined not to know any 
thing among you, fave Jefus Chriji, and him cru^ 
cified. Chnft crucified is the rareft piece of knowr 
ledge in the world. The perfon of Chrift is a 
matter of high fpeculation; but Chrift farther con- 
fidered, as clothed with his garments of blood, is 
that, knowledge which efpccially Paul purfues: he 
cfleems not, determines not to make any profei&on 
of any other fcience or dodrine. O my foul, 
how many days; and months, and years, haft 
thou fpent to attain fome little meafure of know- 
ledge in the arts, and tongues, and fciences \, 
And yet what ^ poor (kill hall thou attained in 
rcljpeft of the many thoufands of thfem that knew, 
nothing at all of Jefus Chrift ? And what if thou 
hadft reached a greater proficiency? Couldft thou 
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have dived into the fccrets of nature? Couldft thou 
have excelled ^' the wifdom of all the children of 
".the.Eaft country, and all the wifdom of, Egypt, 
**,and the wifdom of Solomon, who fpake of bcafts, 
•• of fowls, of fiflics, of all trees, from the cedar 
^* tree that is in Lebanon, ^ven to the hyiTq) that 
** fpringcth out of the wall/' yet without the faving 
knowledge of Chrift crucified, (Chrift fuffering 
bleeding, and dying) all this had been nothing. See 
£ccl; i. i8. and above all, that is the rareH which, 
(hews him fu£fering for us, and fo freeing us from 
hplUfuflferings. Gome then and fpend thy time for 
the future, ,m6re fruitfully in reading, learning, 
knowing t^is one necefiary thing. Study it there- 
ferei but be fure thy ftudy ^d knowledge be 
rather pradical than fpeculative. > Do not merely* 
learn the hiftory of Chrift's deaths but the efficacy, 
virtue, and merit of it. Know what thou knoweft 
in refeMnce to thyieif, as if Jefus had been all the 
while carrying on the bufinefs of thy foul's falva*' 
tton; as: if thou hadfl itood by, and Chrift had 
fpoke to thee, as to the woman,. fVeep not for me^ 
but for thyfelfi thy fins caufed my fufferingSy and my 
fufferings were for fhe abolition of thy fins. 



SECT. II. 

Of Confidering Jefus in that RefpeSl. 

^ET us tonfider Jefus, carrying on this great work 
of our falvation during iiis fufferings and death. 
They fhall look upon me whom they have pierced^ 
faith the prophet; that is, they (hall coniider me: 
and accordingly the apoftle was looking unto Jefus, 
or confidering Jefus, the author and finiflier of our 
faith, who for the joy fet before him, endured the 
crofft, and defpifed the (hame. It is 'good in all 
reip(^, and under all confiderations, to look unto 

Gg2 
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Jefus (com Grft to laft ; hut^ above afl, tbis text 
relates to the time of bis fufferings ; and hence it U 
tb^t Luke calls Cbrift's paffion a theory or fight ; 
aod all the people who came together to that fijgbc, 
foiote their breads and return^. Not but that 
every pai&ge of Cbrift is a fight^ worthy our look- 
ing on, or. confiderrag ; Chrift in bis Father's pur- 
poie, Chrift in tb^ promiley Chrift ia performance ^ 
Cbdil in bis birtb, and Chrift in bis life. O what 
bledfed obje&s are thefe to took upon ^ But, above 
all, confid^r him, faith the apoftl^, tial endured Juck 
c(Mraib£licfi» of finmn agmi^ himfslf. — CpHfider Um^ 
vibo^ fof tUjoy that wa\ fet kef are kim, endured the 
crefs^ ^nd itfpijkd tif fUanii. Of all other parti, aAs, 
or pafllges of Chrift^ the Ho(y Ghoft hath only bo- 
npuied Chrift's paflion (his fu0erings and death) with 
this name, theory, and %ht. O then let us look oa 
this, confider this. 

i[. Confider him paffin^ over the brook Cedfon* 
It fignifies thet wrath of God, and rigp of men. 
Through many tribulations muft they go, that will 
follow after hii^ to (be kingdom of Glory. Confidef 
him entering into^ th« garden of Getbfei^ane : in 
a garden Adam^iined^ and in this garden Cbrift 
muft fufTer. Into this garden no fooner was he 
entered, but. he began to be agonized : all his 
powers within him were in conflid:. Confider, O 
my foul, how fuddenly he is ilruclc into a ftrange 
fear. Never was man fo afraid of the torments of 
hell, as Chriilt ftandixig rn our room^ is of h^ Father's 
wrath ; nor was he only afraid, but very beavy^, 
Mf fnd is epcceediHg ffrrQwful e^en mA diotk 
\X\% iorroiW was ^e4dly> it melted bift twl as wax 
is Qdtlitffd with bcgt V it continued with btA unlit 
bis laft gafp ; his heart was like wax: b|UFoing all 
the tinne of bjs paffion. Nor WAI he ooly w^'A 
and heavy, but he began to be fore amassed* This 
Sgnifies an vmver(ai cefl^^tion of all the faculties, 
ot the foul from their fevenal fundions. Wo ufuaUy 
caU it a confternalion* It is Ukq a (bIo^ ftopped 
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for tb« while from goiag» by feme haod or other 
laid upon it ; fuch a motion of the ipiod as whereby 
for the prclent he was difabled to mind any thing 
elfci bqt. the dreadful fenfe of th^ wrath of God. . 
O what an agony was this! what a (Irugg^iog paf- 
fion of mixed grief ! •• Q, my Father ! Signer, thou 
haft bent thy boW, lo! here ap open breaft, fix 
herein all thy (bafts ; better I fuffer fqr a wbiie^ 
than that all men (hould be damned for ever : thy 
Tvill is mine: lol I will bear the burden oi fin;, 
Om^t here thy arrows of revenge/' And tbu$» a^ 
he prayed, he fweat, '^And his fweat was as it 
^fre great drops of' blood falling down to the 
ground/' Q what tifk^sjk or angel q^n conceive the 
agony, the fear, the iorrowt the amazement of heart, 
thjit. Without all outward violence, bled tbrou|h 
tb^ fiefti ape) ikio ; npt (Qfo^ f^int d^w, but foitdt 
drgips, 0f blood? O, my fouil, confider this, and 
if lhou< wilt bring this confideration hoq^e^ fay, thy 
fi^% wece the cauTe of this bloody fweat* 

s^ Cont&der his appiehcfifion* Judas is now at 
b9Q4» with a troop fpllowipg him. See how, without 
aU (hame> he fet himfelf in the van, and, coming 
t^ his Lord and Mafter, giyes him a mo(^ traiterous 
kif^ ; what, J^das, betrayed thou the Son of man 
i;ifi(h a. fci&? Haft thou fold the Lord of life to 
fwb cruel merchant^ as covet greedily hifb bipod? 
At what price hafl: thou fet the Lord of ^U the 
creatures? at thirty pence? What a ikader price 
fQf the Lord of glory I At that time, faid Chrift„ 
*'Xe be come as againft a thief with fwords and^ 
^^fta^ves; I fat daily among you teachiiig in tba 
^^ (empie, and ye never laid hands on me ^ but this 
*^ is your hour, and the power of darkpefi^/' 

Now the prince of darknefs exercifed his power £ 
n^w the ravenous wolves a^aulted the moft innot. 
cen( l^mb in the world ^ now they ftiriopfly haule4: 
him this way and that way. What crie$» and (houta» 
aod clamours made they over him ! Now they 
l^ Md on hk holy band$> ^nd bind them hfLrdk 
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with rough and knotty cords. Now they briirg him 
back again over Cedron. Now they lead him openly 
through the ftreets of Jerulalenn, and carry him 
to the houfc of Annas in triumph. O, my foul, 
confider thefc ieveral paffages leifurcly, and with 
good attention, until thou feelefl. fome motions in 
thy affeftion. He that is fairer than all the children 
of men, is bcfmeared with weeptng, and troubled 
with forrow of heart. Surely there is fomething, O 
my foul, in thee, that caufed all this: hadft thou 
not finned, the fun of righteoufnefs had never been 
cclipfed. 

3. Confider the hurrying of Jefus from Annas 
to Caiaphas. There a council is called, and Caia- 
phas the high prieft adjures our Lord to tell him,^ 
if he was Chrift the Son of God ? No fooner he 
affirms it, but he is doomed guilty of blafphcmy. 
Now again they difgorge i^H their malice and re- 
venge ; each one gives him buffets and ftrokes : 
they fpit upon that divine ficc, they hdodwink his' 
eyes, and ftrike him on the cheek, fcoffing, atid 
jetting, and faying, Who is it that Jmoie thee f 
O my foul, why doft thou not humble thyfelf atthis 
fo wonderful example? ' How is it that there (hould 
remain in the world any token of pride after this fo 
marvellous example of humility } I am aftoniflied 
this fo great patience overcomes not my anger, this 
fo great abafing aflwageth not my pride, thefe 
fo violent buffets beat not down my prcfumption ; 
Jefus Chrift by thefe means (hould overthrow the 
kingdom of pride, and yet that there (hould remain ' 
in me the relics of pride ! Confider all tbofe night' 
fofferings of Chrift; now was the feafon that all 
creatures (hould take their reft. All the night long* 
Chrift is tormented by thy fins: Not. one jot of reft 
bath Chrift, whom thou by the a^arm of thy fins dif- 
quieted, both at evening, at midnight', and at the 
cock-crow, and at the dawning. 

4. Confider the hurryings of Chrift from Caiaphas 
to Pilate. Now he ftands before Pilate, where he 
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was accufed of fedition and ufurpation. Not only 
Jews, but Gentiles, have their hands imbrued ia 
the blood of Chrift : Pilate was delegated from 
Caefar, yet not without a prophecy ; Behold^ we 
go up to Jerufalem^ and all things that are writ- 
ten by the prophets concerning the Son of man 
(hall be accemplipied i for he fhall be delivered 
unto the Gentiles. At the Gentile tribunal being 
queftioned of his kingdom, he anfwers both the 
Jews and Gentiles, that they need not fear his 
ufurpation : My kingdom is not of this zvorld. 
He gives kingdoms that are eternal ; but he vvill take 
away none that are temporal. Chriil came not into 
the world to 5e Cafar's, or Pilate's, or Herod's fuc- 
ceffor; but, if they had believed, to be their 
Saviour. O that I could but contemn the world as 
Chrift did 1 O that I cbuld feek the kingdom of God, 
and his righteoufneis. O my {oul, I feel it, unlefs I 
can be free from the afTedion of all creatures, 1 can« 
not with freedom of mind afpire unto divine things; 
unlefs Ibc willing with Chrift to bedefpifed and for- 
faken of all, 1 can have no inward peace, nor be fpi- 
ritually enlightened, nor be wholly united unto the 
Lord Jefus Chrift. 

5. Conlider the hurryings of Jefus from Pilate to 
Herod. There he is queftioned of many things, 
but juftly as the Lamb of God, dumb and opened 
not bis mouth; ypon this he is mocked, and arrayed 
in a gorgeous robe. Wifdom is taken for folly, and 
the juflifier of finners for a finner. Sec how he emp- 
tied himfelf, and made himtelf of no reputation, that 
he might fill thee with goodnefs, and make thee wife 
unto fal vat ion. 

6. Confider the hurryings of Jefus from Herod 
l>ack again to Pilate. . O my Saviour, bow art thou 
now abufed! New accufations arc fprgcd ; and 
when Pilate fees that nothing will do, but Chrift 
niuft die, he delivers him to be ftripped, whipped, 
clothed in purple, crowned with thorns, and fcep* 
tcred with a reed. Who can number the ftripes 
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wherewith they tore his body, oiie wourid eating 
into anoiher? O my heart, how cart I think of this 
without tears 6f blood ? O joy of angels, add glory 
of faints, who hath thus defited tbe^ vi/ith fo many 
bloody blows ? Certainly they were not thy fins^ 
but mine. Love was the caiife why thou didft beftow 
upon liie aJl thy benefiis, and tnercy tnoved tbet to 
take upon thee all my miferies. 

7. Confidcr that fad fpcdaclc of Jcfus, wbeti 
He tame fmh weanng the cr&am ef thrm^ atki 
the purple robe^ am Pilme Joying unto them^ 
J^ehold the man. O my foul, fix thy eyes on the 
fad objed ! Suppofe thyfelf in the cafe of Jefus i 
what if in fo fenfible and tender a part a^ thy head 
is, men Ihould faften a number of thofd^ ? Atas ! 
thou canft hardly abide the prick of a pin> much 
Icfs the piercing of fo many thorns; O but thy 
Jefus was crowned with thorns, and fceptered with 
a reed, and that reed was taken out bf his hands^ 
to beat the crown of thorns into his head ; thj 
Jefus was whipped with cords and rods; ^nd being 
\n thti plight thou art called to behold the maA« 
Canft tboa confider him at prefent, as if (bou badft 
a view of this very man ? Methinks it (hduid mak^e 
thee break out, atvd fay, <^ O the brightnefs of thy 
Father's glory, who bath thus crilfclly dealt With 
thee ? O unfpottcd glafs of the majcfly of God> 
who bath thus wholly disfigured thee? O riv€r that 
flows out of the paradife of delights, v^ho bath thui 
tronbted thee ? It is my fins, G Lord, that have 
fo troubled thee : my fins were the thorns that 
pricked thee, the fafbes that whipped tbce^ the purpte 
Ihat clothed thee; it is I, Lord, that am thy tor* 
mentor, and the Very caofc of thefe thy pains.'* 

8. Confider Pilate's (entence, that JefUs (botfid 
be crucified as the Jews requited. No vu they had 
bim in their wiFI, and they did to him what feemed 
ihem good. Follow him from Gabbatha to Gol* 
got ha. See bow ibey l^y the heaty crofs u^on his 
tender Cioulders, that were fb rent and torn with 
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tvhips. Accompany him all the way to thi execu- 
tion, and help to carry his crofs to mount Calvary i 
and there fee him lifted up oh that engine of tor- 
ture, the bloody crofs : he hangs on nails, and as 
he hangs, his own weight becomes his afflidtion; 
O fee how his arms and legs were racked with 
violent pulls, his hands and feet bored with nails^ 
his whole body torn with ftripes, and gored with 
blood. And now, O my fonl, run with all thy 
might into his arms, held out at their full length to 
receive thee. O weigh the matter ! Becaufe fia 
entered by. the fenfes, therefore the head, in which 
the fenfes fiourifh, is crowned with fearching thorns: 
becaufe the hands and feet are more efpecially 
the infiruments of (in, therefore his hands and feet 
are nailed to the crofs for fatisfaction. Be enlarged^ 
O my thoughts, and confider it, and confider it 
again. 

9. Confider the darknefs that fpread over all th6 
earth. Now was the fun aihamed to (hew his 
brightnefs, confidering that the Father of lights was 
^darkened with fuch disgrace: the heavens dif- 
coloyred their beauty, and are in mourning-robes x 
the lamp of heaven is immantled with a miraculous 
eclipfe. The fun in the firmament willfympathize 
with the Sun of righteoufnefs. It will not appear, 
in glory, thou^ it be mid*day, becaufe the Lord of 
glory is thus difgraced. And now hear the voice 
that come from the Son of God, My God! my God! 
why haft, thouforfaken me ? Chrift, in the garden^ 
tailed the bitter cup of God's fierce wrath, but now 
^e drunk the dregs of it. O but what is the mean* 
ing of this ; My God I my God! why haft thoufor-^ 
faken me f Surely, 1. This was not a perpetual^ 
but a temporary forfaking. The Godhead was not 
taken away from the manhood^ but the union re^ 
maioed fiill, even now when the manhood was 
forfaken/ 'J. This wa« not a forfaking on Chrift's 
part, but only on the Father's part j the Father 
Wook Chrift^ but Chrift went ^fier him. God 
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took away the fenfes of his love, but the Son of God 
Jaidhold upon him, crying, My Goci! my God! why 
haft thouforfaken me ? 3. This forfaking was not 
in refpeft of his being, but in refpedl of the feeling 
of God's favour, love, and mercy. Certainly God 
loved him ftill ; but his fenfes of comfort wa« now 
quite gone, fo as it never was before. In his agony 
there was now and then fome little flafli of lightning 
to cheer him ; but now all the fenfes and feeling of 
God's love was gone. Chrift now took the place 
of (inners, and God the Father (hut him out, as it 
were, among the finners : he drew his mercy out 
of fight, and therefore he cried out in a kind of 
wonder. My God! my God! why haft thCufarfalcen 
me ? After this, he fpeaks but a few words more^ 
and gives up the ghoft. He dies, that we might 
live ; he is diiTolved himfelf, that we might be 
united to his Father. O my foul, fee him now if 
thou canft for weeping ; his eyes are dim, his cheeks 
are wan, his face.is pale, his head is bowing, his 
heart is panting, himfelf is dying. Come, and die 
with him by mortification. Look pale, like him> 
with grief and forrow, and trouble for thy fins. 

10. Confider the piercing of his fide with afpear^ 
whence came out a ftream of blood and water, 
O fountain of everlafting waters 1 Methinks I fee 
the blood running out ot his fide more frefhiy than 
thafe ftreams which ran out of the garden of Eden, 
and Watered the whole world. Confider the taking 
of his body down by Jofeph, the burying of it by 
Jofeph and Nicodemus. O my fpirit, go with me 
a little ! Chrift being dead, it is pity but he (hould 
have a funeral. According to the letter, let Jofeph 
and Nicodemus bear his corps ^ let the bleffed vir- . 
gin go after it fighing and weeping, and at every 
other place looking up to heaven ; let Mai'y Mag- 
dalen follow after with precious ointment, and with 
her hair hanging, ready, if need were, to wipe bis 
fieet agaiq^ Now, let every finner, according to 
thq nature of his fin^ draw fomethlng fjrom^ the 
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paflion of Chrifl^ to the mortifying of his fin ; yea, 
let all turn mourners ; let all bow their heads, and 
be ready to give up the ghoft for the name of 
Chrift. O my foul, that thou wouldfl: thus medi-* 
tate, and thus imitate, that fo thy meditation might 
be fruitful, and thy imitation real ; I mean, that thy 
life ^nd death might be conformable to the life atid 
death of Jefus Chrift, 



SECT. III. 

Of Defiring Jefus in that refpeSl. 

IrfET us defire Jefus, carrying on the work of our 
falvation in his death. Indeed nothing doth fo 
cool and refrefti a parched thirfty foul, as the 
blood of Jefus; which made the poor woman cry 
out fo earneftly, *^ I have an hufband, and childfen^ 
" and many other comforts, but I would give them 
^^ all, and all the good that ever I {hall lee in thi$ 
" world, or in the world to come, to have my poor 
** thirfty foul fefrefhed with that precious blood of 
'' the Lord Jefus Chrift," ^ . , . 

But what is there in Chrift's blood or deatfi thrt 
is fo defirable ? I anfwer, 

1. There is in it the perfon of Chrift, he, that 
is God-man, the brightnefs of his Father^s ^glory^ 
and the exprefs image of his perfon. It is he that 
8fed J every drop of his blood Was not only the 
blood of an innocent man, but of one that wad 
God as Well sis man^ God with his own blood 
pur^hafed the <iharch. Now furely every thing of 
God i^ defirable. » 

2. Th'erd is irt it a worth. Chrift confidered 
under the notion of a facrifice, is of infinite worth. 
No wealth in heaven or earth befides this, could 
redeem one foul ; and therefore the apoftle feti 
thi% againft all corruptible things, as filver and gold, 
the things fa itiucb valued by the men of ibis^ 
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world ; Ye were not redeemed with corruptible 
thivgSf asjiher and gold^ — but with the precious 
blood of Chrijty as qf a lamb without blemijb^ and 
without/pot. ' . ' 

S^ There is in it a merit and fatisfia£lioEi, Th^ 
fcripture doth not expreflly ufe thefe words^ but 
It hath the fenfe and meaningof th^fias in that text^ 
lie hath made us accepted in the, beloved, in whom 
we have redemption through his bbod. The very 
words, redeeming and buyirfg, plainly demonftratCj^ 
that a fatisfa£lion was given tp God by the death 
of Jefus 5 He gave himfelffor us, that he might 
redeem us. Ye are bought with a price. And what 
price was that ? Why, his own blood ; Jhou wajt 
Jlain, and hafi redeemed ms to God by thy blood ; 
that isj by thy death and paffion. ^,This was that 
tanfdrp 'v^hich Chrift gave ; the Son of man came 
to giye l^is life .a ranfom for^ftany; or, as the 
apo^Ie'fayf, He^ave himfelf a ranfom for all : the 
word 'in tae original fignifies an adequate price, 
or a coiinterprice J as when one doth, orxmdergoetH 
ibmething in the room of another; as when one 
yields himfelf a captive for the redeeming of another 
out of captivity, or gives up his own life, for the 
laving ofanpthcr man's life j fo Chrift gave himfelf 
a ranfom, qr cqynter-price, fubmittingbiflifelf to the 
like* punrftmerit, that his rjedeemed ' ones fliould 
have undergone. ' 

4; There is in it nqt only a true, but-a popiou^ 
and full fatisfaflipn. Cbrift's death and blood is 
fuperabvindant to our fins ; The ^race ofoiirLord 
was exceeding c^^ndav^t, l Tim. i. 14. It was over 
full, redundant, more than enough. Many anhum^ 
We foul is apt tq coinpl^io, ^^ O if 1 had not^bpen 
** fo great a (inner, there might have been ho|^." 
Thi$ is to uuderv^lu^ Qhrift'§ redemption, this ]$ 
to think there is mpre in fin tqd^mn, than in Chrift'^ 
(ufFerings to fave ; v/hcreas all thy fins to Chrift, 
^x^ b(it ^s a little cipud to (be glorJ^HS fun y y^a^ 
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all the fins of all men in the world, are but to 
Cbrift's merits as a drop to the ocean. 

5. There is in it remifiion of fins. So faith 
Chrift) This is my blood qf the 'tkw teftamtnt 
which is Jbed for many for the remijion of fins: 
Remiffion of fins is attributed to Ghrift's death as a 
caufe s it is not thjr tears or prayers, or rending of 
heart, that could pay the leaft farthing. Without 
Jkedding of blood (faid the apoltle) thrre is no re* 
mijion. Gpd will have tears and blood alfo, though 
not for the fame purpofe : for all thy tears thou 
muft fly to Chrift only as the caufe ; it is true, thou 
muft mourn, and pray, and humble thyfelf, but it 
is Chrift's blood only that can walh us clean. O 
remember this ! God will not pardon without fatis- 
fa£iion by the blood of Chrift. And furely this 
makes Chrift's death fo defirable : *^ O my fias 
*' afHi£l me, (cries mdny a one) ; O I am loathfome 
*' in my own eyes, much more in God's; furel/ 
^' God is offended with my dulnefs, flothfulnefs^ 
5' and my thoufand imperfe£tions \ I am all the daj 
^' long entangled with fin.'' But let this contrite 
fpirit look ^on Chrift's death, and therein he ma/ 
find all fin is pardoned. See here what an argument 
ispiit into, thy mouth, from thefe fufferings of 
Chrift, well piayeft thou iay, '^ O Lord, I am un- 
worthy, but it is juft and right that Chrift obtain 
what be died for ? O pardon my fins for his death's 
fiike, and for his precious blood's fake." 

6. There is in it, reconciliation and peace with 
God. •* In Chrift Jefus^ ye who foraetrmes were 
afar off, are made nigh by the blood of Ckrift, for 
he is o)ir peace, who bath made both one, and hath 
broken down the middle wall of partition between 
us. — When we were enemies, we were reconciled 
Imto God by the death of his Son." — ^This certainly 
0ioukl.fupport the. drooping foul ; it may be thoa 
crieft, '* My fins have made a breach betwixt God 
f* arid my foul ; I have warred againft heaven, and 
f' now God wars againft nae i and Q what odds ? if 
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f* the LoVd be ^ngrj, yea^ but a little^ what will 
'< become of my poor foul ? Is ftubble able to con- 
^ tend with the oonfuming fire ? How then ihall I 
f' contedd with God?'' But come and look on 
Cbrift's death, as the means and meritorious caufe 
of reconciliation ^ and thou canft not but fay, *' O 
this death is defirable 1" When God the Father^ 
looks at a finner in the bloddy glaf^ of Ghrift, then 
faith God, ^* Fury is not in me, I have no more 
♦* controverfy with this foul : Seeing Chrift hath 
*^ fuffered, it is enough, I have as much as my juf- 
^^ tice can demand, my fik^wns are now tm-ned into 
•*fmiles." Why this is it that makes Chrift's 
death and blood fo defir^ble to the foul ; what fiiall 
Jacob fo tejoice in feeing Efau'sfacd altered to him ? 
fliall he fay to Efau, i hav^ feen thy face, as thd 
face of God ? How much rather may the htimbltt 
and believing (inber be filled with gladnefe, whetl 
God, througu Cbrift'a blood, fhall be thus appeas* 
^d and reconciled with him? 
*; 7. There is in it a blefled virtue to open fadavcn, 
and to mak6 paflage thitbdr for our Iqfuls; liberty tt) 
enter into the holieft by the blood of Jef«sJ It is: tli^ 
blood of Chrift that rends the Taii^ and itaiakes a 
way into the holy of holies, that is^ into the kiag^ 
dom of heaven^ Without this bioed^ there is no 
accefs to God. It is only by the blood of. Chrift, 
that heaven is open to our prayers, a^d that he^ea 
is open to our perfons : This blood, isthaf k!ey,that 
unlocks heaven, and lets in the fouls of his redetai* 
ed ones. ^^ And i looked (faith John) and beboidi 
^oor was open in heaven^ and the firftvoioe I faeard> 
was as it were of a trunipet talking with arc, which 
faid, come up hither;" and no fooner washe in thd 
fpirit, and entered in, but he heard the new fang i 
f* Thou art wofthy to take the book^ and to open 
the feals thereof, for thou w^ flbin, and baft re* 
^ecmed us tq God by thy bipod." 

Cpme now, and gather in all thefe particulars { 
there is in Chrift's blopd, the perfon of Chrift, th^ 
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price of fouls, a merit and fatisfa£lion9 a copious 
and full fatisfaftion, remiffionofiins, reconciliation 
with God, a pafTage into glory; I might add all other 
privileges; benefits, dignities of the loul, for they all 
flow from the blood or Jefus, and they are all con- 
tained either exprefsly, or virtually in the blood of 
Jefus; and is not all this worth 'the looking after? 
O my foul, where is thy languor, and fainting to* 
wards this blefled obje£t } When David defired 
ftrongly God's law, he expreflcd his longings, by 
the breaking and fainting of his foul ; *^ My foul 
*^ breaketh for the longing that it hath to thy judg- 
" ment at all times? — and my foul fainteth for thy 
" falvation." O where be thefe breakings and faint- 
ings ? Strength of deiire is exprefled by the apoftle^ 
by groaning, which is the language of (icknefs. 

where be thefe groaning's after Uhrift's death? 
When I call to mind that Chriil's death is my 
ranfom, that Chrift's ftripes are my cures, that 
Chrift's blood is my fountain to wafli in, and to be 
clean ; how fiiould I but pray in this fcnfe, his 
blood be upon us> and on our children ? O I am 
undone, except I have a (bare in his blood ! It is 
only this fountain, that can quench my thirit ; and 
now I have feen the fountain opened, how (hould 

1 but thirft, and cry out with the woman of Sama^- 
ria, Ogive me this water^ that I thirft no more f 
But alas, I fay it, I only fay it. O that I could feel 
it ! O my Jefus, that thou wouldft breed in me 
ardent de£re$ vehement longings, unutterable 
groansj mighty g&^ings. When my fpirit is in 
right frame, I feel fome defires, after Chrift's blood ; 
but how (hort are thefe defires, how unworthy of 
the things defired ? Come Lord, kindle in me 
hot, burning defires, and then give me the defirabl^ 
obje6t« 
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SECT. IV. 

Of Hoping in Jefus^ in Mat Refpeff. 

jET us hope in Jefus, carrying on the great work 

of our falvation, in his fuiFerings and death. By 
this h(M>e, I intend only that, which the apoftie 
calls,. lull aflurance of hope. It is not every hope 
that is a well grounded hope ; that we may difcern^ 
that the grounds of our hope in Chrift's death are 
not falfe, I (hall lay down thefe figns : — 

1. If Ghrift's death be mine, then is that great 
end of his death accompliihed in me ; viz. By the 
facrifice of htmfelf, he hath put away (in, even my 
fin,-^and, in him I have redemption through his 
blood, even the forgivenefs of fins. As on this 
account he fufFered, to finifli the tranfgreiSion, to. 
make an end of fins, and to make reconciliation for 
iniquity ; fo if his death be min&» I may afluredly 
fay, my fins are pardoned, and mine iniquities are 
done away. Come then, and try by this figo, canft 
thou aflure thyfelf that thy fins are forgiven thee ? 
Haft thou heard the whifper of God's fpirit, Son^ 
or daughter^ be qf good comforty thy Jins are re- 
mitted? There is no queftion then, but thou art 
redeemed by his bJood» thou haft part in his fuf- 
ferings. 

2. If ChnftJs death be mine, then am I made 
conformable to Chrift in his death. The fame 
that was done to Chrift in a natural way, is done 
in the believer, inafpiritual way ; that is, as Chrift 
died, fo the believer dies ; as Chrift died for fin» 
fo the befiever dies to fin : In that he died, he 
died unto fin, — likewife reckon ye yourfelves to be 
dead unto fin. Obferve here the analogy, and 
refemblance betwixt Chrift and us, both die unto 
fin, Chrift by way of expiation, for the fins of others ; 
we by the way of mortificatioDf and crucifying our 
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own fins, I look upon this fign, as the Very touch- 
ftone of a chriftian. 

Twoqueftions I fuppofe needful, to refolve the 
grounds of our hope, concerning our intereft in the^ 
death of Chrift* * 

1. Whether In truth our fins are mortified ? 

2. Whether we grow in mortification ? 

, For the firft, whether in truth out fins are mcfr-* 
tified, it is a ikill worth our learning, becaufe of the 
manj deceits that are within us ; fin may feecn to 
be mortified when the occafion is removed ; pr^ 
when is is. not vioknt, but quiet 5 when it is feat 
removed from one fin unto another; or, when the 
£ap and ftrengifa of iin is dead : ad the lamp gees 
out, when eithter the oil is not fupplied, ot taken 
dway. Now that in this fcrutiny tve may ffearch 
to theibpttom, and know the truth df bur mdttifi^ 
cation, it will appear by thefc rules: 
: (1;) True mortifieation fprings from k /i^ot o€ 
faith.. If we can make out| that we believe in 
Chrtil, for life and fal^ation, and that no^ we feel 
in us the decay of fin, we may conclude frotrt the 
paiifar^ that this decay of fin is true mortifieation: 
i| is abjeffed effe^arifing from a right caufd. 

(^i) True mort^cation is getieral; not only t)n» 
fin, but all fins are mortified in a true belieVer* 
As 4eath is unto the menfibers of the body, fo ia 
mortification unto the member9 of fin ; nx>yv death 
feifcetl^ npon every member^ it leaves jr>6t life in 
any^. one member oftb6body; fo neitfeef doth mor- 
tification leave Hfe in any one member of fin. It 
is good to obierve the degrees of mortification $ 
the firft is, to forbear the pra£lice of grofs fins, in 
word and deed. The fecond is, to deny confent 
and will, to all. frailties and infirmities. The third 
isy to be free from any liking of any evil motion ; 
not only to deny confent, but alfo to deny the very 
thought or imagination. If when thefe niotions 
firft arifc, we preiently quench, rejeft, deteft, and 
qaft them away from us ; therein is true mortification, 
Gt li 
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2. Whether we grow in our mortification ? True 
mortification is that which grows. Now the growth 
of our mortification will appear by thefe following 
figns : — 

1. Growing mortification hath its chief confliQs 
in fpifitualMufts. At firft we mortify groffer evils 5 
but when we grow in this bleffed duty, we then 
iet ourfelves againft fptritual wickednefi^^ as pride, 
prefumption, felf-confidence. This method the apoP 
tie fets down ; let us clean/e ourfelves from all 
filthinefs offiejh andfpiriu Firft, from all filthinefs 
of the fle£b or body, and Ihen from all filthinefs of 
the fpirit. 

2. Growing noortificatlan is conftant, lading, 
durable. When there is in the heart a fudden flow- 
ing and re-flowing, it comes from thofe vaft feas of 
corruption that are within us : in this cafe, morti- 
fication is very weak. But on the contrary, if we 
find Qur ftanding more firm and fure^ if for the 
main we walk evenly, and keep clofely to the Lord^ 
It carries with it an evidence that our mortification 
grows. 

3. Growing mortification feels luft more weak» 
and the fpirit more ftrong in its ordinary a£ting?«r 
Suppofe it to be a luft of fancy, if cannot boil tis to 
grois fancies as it was wont ; or» fuppofe it be 
pride, it boils not up to fuch a fpirit of pride as 
formerly 5 inftead of bringing, forth fruit, it novy' 
brings torth blolToms : or, inftead of bringing forth 
bloflbms, it now brings forth nothing but leaves ; 
that is a fign that this luft is withering more and 
snore ; and overflow when the water abates, iefs 
grounds, we may conclude, that mortification grows. 

4. Growing mortification hath more ability to 
abftain from the very occafions and beginnings of 
luft. When a man cannot endure to come where 
fuch a one is that he loves not, when he cannot 
endure the fight of him, or any thing that puts 
him in the mind of him, not fo much as to parley, or 
(peak with him \ this is a fign of ftrong hatred ^ 
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and fo when a man hates the very garrd^nt fpotted 
with the flefh, here's a good fign. 

O my foul, try now the growth of thy mortifica* 
'tion by thefe figns ; haft thou overcome groffer 
fins, and is now thy chief conflifl with fpiritual 
wickednefs? Is thy ftanding and walking with 
God more clofe, and even, and conftant than 
fometimes it has been? Is thy luft more weak, and 
thy grace more ftrong in ordinary aftings ? Haft 
thou now more ability to quench the Same of (in 
in the very fpark, to abftain from fin in its firft mo- 
tion ? Why, then is the promife accomplifhed. 
He willfubdue our iniquities : Surely ihou art a 
growing chrijlian; thou haft fellow(hip with Chrijl 
in his fufferings : thy ground is folid, firm, and 
ftable, thy hope hath foundation, and thou mayeft 
build upon it, that Chrift's death, and fufterings 
are thine, even thine. 



I 



SECT. V. 

Of believing in Jefus in that RefpeS. 

_^ET us believe in Jefus, carrying; oji the great 
work of our falvation, during his fufFerings and 
death. Every one looks upon this as an eafy duty ; 
only the humble foul cries out, ** O what an hard 
^^ thing it is^ confidering my enmity againft Chrift, 
•* to believe that Chrift died for me, that he gave 
" bimfelf to the death, even to the death of the 
** crofs for my foul ?" 

Trembling foul 1 throw not away thyfelf by un- 
belief. It may be thou wouldft not die for an ene- 
my, an irreconcilable enemy ; but are not the mer- 
cies of God above all the mercies of men ? Look 
on Jefu8 as lifted up, and then look at the end and 
meaning: why was Jefus thus lifted up? 

I. One deficn of Chrift's death, was to redeem 
ii2 
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p^ from the flavery of. death and helL We wer^ 
carnal, fold under fin ; whereupon the law feizeti 
on us, locked up» as it were in a dungeon ; yea 
the fentence palled, and we but waited for exe* 
cution : Now to get us rid from this difmal, damn* 
able eftate, Chrift hioifelf h made under the laW| 
that he might redeem us : Not by way of intreaty ; 
that would not ferve the turn. Sold we were, and 
bought we muft be, it was a matter of redemption ) 
But with what muft we be redeemed ?. Ye were 
not. redeemed with corruptible things, as iilver and 
gold, but with the precious blood of Chrift. His 
precious blood was the price we ftood him in ; 
which he paid when he gave his life a raufom for 
many. The cafe ftood thus betwixt Chrift and us 
in this point of redemption ; we all like a cosppa- 
ny of raalefaftors, were ready to be executed^ 
Now, what faid Chrift to this ? / mil fuffer that 
which ihey Jhould fiiffer ; I will take upon me their 
execution^ upon condition J may redeem them. Now 
this he did at his death, and this was the end why- 
he died, that by his death, we might be redeemed 
from death and hell. 

2. Anothef d^iign of Chrift^s death, was to 
mortify our members which are upon the earthy 
Not onl^ would he remit fm, l^ijt hp WduW deftroj 
it, kill it, crucify it j He woiUd not have it reign ia 
our mortal bodies, that v^e flititiikl ob^y \\ ip, the 
lufts thereof. This defigrt the apoftle fets Ofut in 
theie words. He bare our fins in his own boidy> on 
the tree, that we bejng dead ui]tto ^D, flK>i(ild live 
unto righteoufnefs. Chrift by his de^th, had not 
only a defign to deliver us frpm the guite of fm, but 
alfo from the power of flu. God forbid that t 
ihould glory, fave in the crofs. of our \^otd Jefii9 
phrift, by whom . thje world is criicifi^ unto qie, 
and I unto the world, Paul w^ a mqrti^ed raao,^ 
di^ad to the Nvo?ld> and dq^t^ to fin. Buti how. came 
he fo to be ? Why thife be ;attribat^6 to ^becrofe^ 
the d^ath of Chrift. The deaitH of Jefys was i\i^ 
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cauie. of tbi& death in Faipl : How much inor< fltall 
the blood of Chrift — purge our confciences from 
dead works to fcrve the living God ? Th^re is ia 
the Death "of Chrift, firft, a value> and, fecondly, a 
virtue; the forqier is availably to our juftificatiooj 
the latter to our fanQification. Now fandificatiou 
hath two parts, mortification and vivification : Chrift> 
death, or paffive obedience, is more properly coq«^ 
ducible to the one j his life, or a^ive obe4veQCQ 
to the other. 

tny foul, look to this : Herein Iie« the pith and 
marrow of the death of Chrift ^ and now if thou 
wilt but exercife thy faith in this refpe£i, how 
roighteft thou draw the virtue of bis deatbi into thy, 
foul ? But hjer^ is a quefl;ion» bow (hould I manage 
my faith, to drawdown the virtue of Chrift's deaths 
and fo to fe;^! the virtue of Chrift's death in my 
£>ul« moi^tifyi^pg, cruqifying^ and killing (in ? 

1 anfwer, l. InprayerA€n.editatioa»felf-exaDQinar 
UoQ^i and receivin|; of the Lord's fupper. I muft 
propound to myfelf the Lord Jefus Cbrift, a$ having 
undertaken and performed that painful work of 
fuffering even unto death, yea, that of the crofs. 
2. 1 muft look upon thofe grievous, painful, fhame- 
ful fufFerings of Chrift as very ftrange and wonder- 
ful 'y but elpecially the fpiritual part of his fufFer- 
ings, viz. the fenfe and apprehenfion of God's 
fonaking and affliftins; him in the day of his fijerce 
anger» How fhould I but ftand aghaft at thefe fo 
wonderful fufFerings of Jefus Chrift ! 3. I muft 
weigh and confider what it was that caufed all this, 
viz. pin, yea, my. fin, yea, this and that fin particu- 
larly. This Gomes nearer home, and from this I 
muf^ now gather thefe feveral conciufions. 

It It was the defign of Chrift, by his fufFerings, 
to give fatisfaction to the infinite juftice of God tor 
fin. 2. It was intended to give the world a moft 
eminent den^ooftration of the odioufnefs and exe- 
fcrablenefsof fin, S. It holds forth,, as fin is horrid 
jn itfelf, fb it pannot but be exceeding grievous ao4 
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offenfive to Chrift; it put him to all this pain. Ho\r 
then (hould it but offend him above any thing in 
the world? 4. If therefore there be in me any 
fpark of love towards Chriftt or any likenefs to 
Chrift, or if I would have Chrift bear any love unto 
me, it will abfolutely behove me by all means to loath 
fin, andcaft it away from me; to root it up, to quit 
my hands, and to rid my heart of it. The truth is, 
I cannot poffibly give forth a more pregnant proof 
of my fincere love to Chrift, than by offering all 
violence^ all holy feverity agarnft fin for his fake. 

Now when the heart is thuis exercifed, God, by 
bis fpirit will not fail to meet us ; our defire and 
endeavour to weaken and kill (in in the foul is not 
without its rewards but efpecially when fin hath in . 
this way, and by this means, loft the affedion of 
the (bul, and is brought into hatred and difefteem, 
it decays and dies of itfelf : So matters going thus^ 
and thus in the heart, the influence that (hould 
nouriOi (in is cut off, and it withers by degrees 
Dntil it be finally deftroyed. 

SECT. VI. 

Of loving JefuSj in that RefpeSl. 

JLiET us love Jefus as carrying on the great work 
of our falvation during his fufferings and death, 
What ! did he fuffer and die ? Greater love than 
this hath no man, that a man (hould give his life 
for his friends. — But God commendeth his love 
towards us, in that while we were yet (inners Chrift 
died for us. Here is an argument of love indeed ; 
how (hould we but love him who thus loved us ? 
In profecution of this, I have no more to do, but 
firft to fliew Chrift*s Ipye to us, and to exercife our 
love to hini again, 

1. For his love to us: It is worth our while to 
ponfider it in an holy meditation: — Indeed with 
V^hat Jefs than ravifhment of fpirit pan I behold the 
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Lord Jefus, who from everlafting was clothed with 
glory and majcfty, now expofcd to hunger, thirft, 
wearinefs, danger, contempt, poverty, revilings, 
fcourging) perfecution ? But let them pafs : Into 
what extafies may I be caft, to fee the J udge of all 
the world accufed, judged, condemned ? To fee the 
Lord of life dying upon the tree of fliame and 
curfe ? To fee the eternal Son of God ftruggling 
with bis Father's wrath ? To fee him who had faid, 
Land my Father are one^ fweating drops of blood 
in his agony, and crying. My God ! my G6d ! why 
haft thouforfaken me ? O whither hath his love 
to mankind carried him? Had he only fent his 
creatures to ferve us, had he only fent his prophets 
to advife us in the way to heaven ; had he only fent 
his angels from his chamber of prefence to attend 
us, and to minifter to us, it had been a great deal of 
mercy s or if it mull be fo, had Chrift come down 
from heaven himfelf, only to vifit us, or had he come 
only and wept for us, faying, " O that you had 
*• known, even in this your day, the things belong- 
" ing to your peace! O that you had more confider- 
•' cd my goodnefs ! O that you had never finned !** 
This would have been fuch a mercy as that all the 
world would have wondered at it : but that Chrift 
himfelf (hoald come, and lay down his life for his 
people ; and yet I am not at the loweft, that be 
ihould not only part with life, but part with the 
fenfe and fweetnefs of God's love, which is a thou- 
fand times better than life -, that he ihould be con- 
tent to be accurfed> that we might be blefTed ; that 
he ihould be contentto be forfaken, that we might 
not be forfaken ; that he (hould be content to be 
condemned, that we might be acquitted ? O what 
raptures of fpirit can be fuflicient for the admira- 
tion of this infinite mercy ? Be thou fwallowed up, 
O my foul, in this depth of divine love ; and hate to 
fpend thy thoughts any more upon the bafe obje£ts 
of this world. 
Look upon him ? He hangs on the crof« all 



Digitized by VjQOQIC 



( 856 ) 

fia1ced» t<Nri1j and bloody^; betwixtheaveo aiid earth ; 
be hath a cxowtx indeed, but fucha one as few m^n 
will touch> none will take from bim. His hair is all 
clodded with bloody bis face airdouded with black 
wd blue ; he is all over pitifully rent, outwards^ in^ 
wards, body and foul. I will think the reft : Alas ! 
bad I thfe tongues of men and; angets,- 1 could not 
exprefs it^ O love more deep than hell ! O love 
fnore high tbao heaven 1 The brighteft feraphims 
that burn in love^ are but ?$ fpaxkles to that migbtjr 
flame of love irt thfe heart of Jefus. 
. 2« If this i^ Chfift'slove to us, what is that lov6 
yfe owe to Chrift ? O now for an heart. that might 
be fome ways» anfWerabfe to thefe mercies 1 .O for 
a foul (ick of love, yea, (ick unto death i This only 
ficknefs is our healthy thisdeath eaarlif^r;. alui not to 
be thus fick, is to he dead in fins ajeid . treipaff^s : 
why, furely.I have heard enough^ for which to love 
Chrift for ever. The depths . of God's grace are 
bottomlefe, they pafs our underftanding, yet thej/t 
rtcreate our hearts ; they give miatter of adroiratioit; 
yet> they are not devoid of (;on(blatioEu O. Godj 
raiie up ow fouls to thee ; and if our fpiriti be too 
weak to know thee, naiake our affefitiooa «rdem 
and ftnoere to love thee. 

; The whole gofpel is no other thing tluui a tnorive 
to draw man to God by the force of God's love to 
man. In this fenfe.the holy fcriptures nmy be call* 
ed the Book of True Love, feeing therein God 
both uilfolds his love to us,, and aUb binds our love 
to hiqf), but of air the motives yve may dv«w ftom 
Chrift, a:ftd of all the arguments we mayfioidl intbe 
gofpei of Chrift^ there is notie to this, theideathof 
Chrift, the blood of Jefus. Is not this fach a Ioye-» 
letter as never was the like? Read the words ^Fbr 
his great love wherewith he loved us^ Eph. ii* 4* 
O Gonfider it, is not this a great love } Are notaJI 
^lercies warpt up in the blood of Chrift t It dniay bo 
thou haft riches, honours, friends, means, O bUb 
than)^ the blood of Chrift for all thou hatt« it inajr 
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be thou haft grace, and that is better than corn, or 
wioe, or oil ? For this thank the blood of Jefus, 
furely it was the blAod of Chrift that did this for 
thee ; thou waft ^ rebellious foul, thou haft an hard 
and filthy heart, but Chrift's blood was the fountaia 
opened, and it took away all (in and uncleannefs. 
Chrift is in all, and Chrift.above all, and wilt thou 
not love him ? O that all our words were words of 
love ', and all our labour, labour of love ; and all our 
thoughts, thoughts of iove ; that we naight fpeak of 
love, and mufe of love, and love this Chrift, who 
hath firft loved us, with all our heart, £gid foul, an4 
might 1 



SECT. vn. 

0/ Joying in Jefus^ in that Refpefl, 

I ^ET us joy in Jefus, as carrying on the great work 
of falvation, in his fufferings and death. What? hath ^ 
Chrift fuffered for us? Hath he drunk ofFall the 
^cup of God's wrath, and left none for us ! How 
ftiould we be but cheered ? Precious fouls, why 
are you afraid ? There is no death, no hell, no con- 
demnation to thera that are in Chrift Jefus. There 
is no divine juftice for them to undergo, that have 
their (hare in this death of Chrift. O the grace and 
mercy that is purchafed by this means of Chrift ! 
O the waters of comfort that flow from the fuffer- 
ings and obedience of Chrift ! Chrift was amazed, 
thai we might be cheered; Chrift was imprifoned, 
that we might be delivered ; Chrift was acclifed, 
that we might be acquitted; Chrift was condemned, 
that we might be redeemed; Chrift fuffered his Fa- 
ther*^ wrath, that the viftory might be ours, and that 
in the end we might fee him race to face in glpry. 
Is not here matter of joy ? It may be, fin, and juf-^ 
tice, and confciencej^ and des^th, and hell, noay ap' 
6 Kk 
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petr a$ enemies, bi^t is tkere not enough in the 
b)ood of Chrift to chafe tliem away ? Give me 
Jleave but to fr^ipe the obje^ion^ of fome doubting 
foul's, and fee whether Qhrift's death will act 
fuflkiently anfwer them all. 

1. One cries thus, '^ O! I Icnow not what will 
*f become of me, my fins ^re ever before me : 
f* Jgainji: thee^ thee only have JJinnedy and done 
*^ this evil in thy fight. \ have finned againft a 
^* moft dear, and gracious, apd merciful God and 
^* Father in our Lord Jefus. O the aggravations 
^< of my fins ! Are they not fins above meafure 
^^finful?" 

It may be fo, but the blood of Chrift is a fountain 
ppened for fins and for uncleannefs. And now 
pnce in the end of the world hath he appeared, to 
put away fin by the facrifice of himfelt As the 
;papp goat under the law had upon his hea4 ^H the 
iniquities of the children of Ifrael, and fo wa^ fent 
away by the hand of a fit man into the wildernefs \^ 
fo the jLord Jefus (of whom that goat was a type) 
had a)l p^x iniquities laid upon him by God hi; 
Father, and bearing them, he took them away ; 
Behold the Lamb of God, who taketh away thefim 
of the 'world. He went away with them into the 
wildernefs, or into the land of forgetfulnefs. See 
what comfort js hiere. 

2. Another cries thus, **0! I know not what 
*• will become '(^fine, I have tranfgrefled fcbc kw, 
" and it fpeakp tprribly ; Curfed is every one thai 
f* continueth ngf in all things which are written in 
f^ the hp^Jc qf life la^to do them'' 

Say not fp, tor the death of Chrift, though ibe 
|aw be broken, yet tj^e curfe is removed. The 
apofile i^ clear, Chril^ |iath redeemed us hotn the 
purfe of the law, being pade a curfe for us. He 
l^as made a curfe for ^i^^ that is, the fruits and 
jcfFefts of God's curfe^ tbe'pufiifhfnent due tofinners, 
jLlie penal curfe which juftipe required, was laid 
jipou Chrift^ and by t^|^ q?^an3 wie afe freed hovc^ 
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the eurfe bf the law. There is no condemnation ttt 
them that are in Chrift Jefus : The law is fatisfied, 
and the bond is cancelled. O what comfort is 
this! 

3. Another cries thus^ " O ! licnow not what 
** wiil become of me, I have offended juftice; and 
•* what, (hall I appeal from the feat of juftice to the 
•* throne of grace? My fins are gonfe before, and 
** they are knocking at heaven-gates, and crying^ 
" joiftice. Lord, on this finner." 

By this death of Chrift, free grace and juftice are 
bd&k Ay friends. Thou needeft not appeal from 
the catWt of juftJce to the mercy-feat. In this rtiyf- 
Uty^f godliweft th»e may be as much Cotnfort in 
1lrtidin|; before rh'e bar of juftice, as at the mercy- 
feat. AhA yfet I f^tok not againft relying on God's 
mercy for pardota : but what hBed we appeal from 
jaftlce to tnercy, when by faith ^e tnay tender thfe 
death of Chrift, and fo find acceptance with the 
jllfH^e dFGod itfelf f» "Gome; and iet me tell thee, 
if thou Wft amy (hare in the death of Chrift, thou 
iMft^wt) tet^tires to lioM thy pardon by, merey and 
Iflftiee, ftfe^^gmteatidrighteoiifnefej mereymref- 
pe^of^ee^ ^ttdjiiltice intefpea of Chrift. Not 
. onSy bis free grace ready to acquit thee, but a full 
M^ite i>» l&id doM^n to difcharge thee of all thjr 
«iM : fo tlMt tioW When the prince of this world 
MMtes agl^ft thee, thou mayeft fay, ** How can 
lie Jlcdlife me, feeing Chrift is my furety ; feeing 
Til«1>i«fd hath been «fed, and Chrift Jefui would 
«dt iefaVte dtie farthitog unpsiid? 

4. Another crreft thus, *' Ol I know not what will 
^ -bei^me of me ; t fee death ftandin^g before me % 
•* O this is he that is the king of fears, the inlet to 
^^ ^[thofe plagues in another world, and die I rnuft^ 
*• fhere is no remedy ;01 Iftartle,andttmafraidofit.** 
Andivhyfe? It ia Chrift thjat died, and by hit 
death'tdok away th^ fiing of Death. Gome, niedi- 
tate upon the death of Ohrft, and thou flialt find 
ttiaitteT enough iiHiif death, fo^ib^fubduitigof thy 
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fear of death, both in the merit of it, in the efFeS 
of it, and in the end of it. 1. In the merit of it ; 
Chrift*s death is meritorious, and in that refpeft, 
the writ of mortality is but to the faints a writ oi 
eafe, a paffagc into glory. 2. In the effed of it, 
Chrift's death is the conqueft of death ; Chrift 
went down into the grave, that the grave, which 
was before a prifon, might now be a thorough-fare, 
fo that all his faints may with eafe pafs through, 
and fing, O death where is thy fting ? ?. In the 
end of it, Chrift's death amongft other ends, aims 
at the ruin of him that had the power of deaths that 
is, the devil ^ and to deliver them who througbfear 
of death were all their life-time in bondage. Cbrift 
purfued this end in dying, to deliver thee from the 
fear of death ; and if now thou feareft, thy fearing 
is a kind of making Chrift's desith of none effed. 
O come, and with joy draw water out of this well 
of falvation ! 

Conae then, and comfort y^urfelves 4II beltevers, 
in this death of Chrift; do you believer? Why 
then do you fit drooping ? What manner of comf- 
munications are thefe you havei as ye walk,, aod 
are fad ? Away, ^difquietnefs of fpirit ; Chrift is 
dead, that you* lOi^hl vlive.; in this reipeO; every, 
thing fpeaks comfort ; .God nqd m^n, heaven and 
earth, angels and devils ; the very juftice i^!f God, 
jisnow your friend, and bids you go away, com- 
forted, for it is fatisQed to the fulh, heaven itfelf 
waits on you, and keeps the doof^ open' that your 
fouls may enter. O my foul, I C^e thou, art poring 
on fin, on thy crimfoQ.fins, but I would have thee 
dwell on that crimfon bipod of Chrift i i,t is the 
blood of fprinkling, it fpeaks bef ter things than the 
blood of Abel ; it cries for mer<;y) and pardon^ and 
refrefiiing, and falv,»tiQn ?. thy fins cry. Lord dome 
juftice againftfuchj)i/o(^^£ but the blood of Chrift 
hath another cryuJ alH^afed, I have anfwered all. 
Methinks this^nW^J^^ thy heart leap. for 
joy i it is the %«^^^ wine that makes merry thit 
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keart of man ; and it is the voice of C\ir\& to all 
his guefts, eat, O friends ; drink^ yea dripk abun* 
dantly> O beloved. 



SECT. Vill- 
on Cailing dn Jefus in that Rejpea. 

JLjET ua call on Jefus, or on ' God the Father; 
in and through Jefus. 

1. We muft pray that all thefe- tranfa^ions of 
Chrift in his fufferings and death may be ours ; if 
we dire£t our prayers immediately to Jefus Qhrift, 
let us tell him what pains he hath fufFered for our 
fakes, and let us complain againft burfelves, '' O 
'* what (hall we do, who by our fins have fo tor- 
•* mented our deareft Lord ? What contrition canf 
•* be great enough, what tears fufficient, what 
*' hatred and deteftatibn equal to thofe fad and 
" heavy fufferings of our Jefus ?" And then let 
us praf , tb^t he would ptty us, and. forgive us 
thole fins wherewith we crucified him>; that he 
would beftow on us the virtue of hia death, that 
bis wounds might heal us, hi& death might quicken 
us, and his blood might cleanfe us from all eur filth 
of fin 3 and lafilyi that he would alTure lis that his 
death is ours; that he would perfuade.ys, that 
neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, 
nor powers, nor things prefent, nor things to come, 
nor height, nor depth, nor any other , creature 
fliouhl be able to feparate us from. the love* of God, 
which is in Chriil Jefus our Lord. 

2. We muft praife the Lord for all thefe fuffer- 
ings of Chrift. Hath he indeed fuffered all. tb^fq 
puniihments for us ? Then what ihall we render 
unto the Lord for all bis benefits ! What {hall we 
do for him, who hath done and fuffered all thefe 
things f But efpeclally, if we believe our part iq 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



^e detath tf Chrift ; in all the virtues, b^n^ts^, 
-^Clories^ purcfaafes^ and privileges, of his preci6us 
deaths then what manifold caufe of thatikfuinefs 
and praifes is here? Be enlarged^ O my foul, found 
forth the praifes of thy Oh ift, tell all the world of 
that love of Chrift, which flowed with his blood out 
of all his wounds into thy fpirit '; tune thy heart- 
ftrlngs aright, and keep confort with all the angels 
of heaven, aad all hU faints on earth ; ing that 
pfalm of John the divine. Unto him that loved usi^ 
and w^ftitdfis from mr Jinsxn hu own blood, and 
hath made us kings andpriejls unto God, to him he 
]gio^ and fiominiofi/or roer and ^ver^ Amtn. 



SECT. IX. 

Of Corf arming to Jqfus^ in th(ft E^peSI. . 

I ^ET us conform to Jcfos fa refjpefil of his fiiffer- 
inj;8 and death : looking uhto Jems is eflfeftiVe of 
this. Come then, and let os look on Chrift, «ftd 
Conform to Chrift in this tcfpciEt. 

In this particular, I fiiaH examine thefe queries : 
!•. Wherein we tauft conform ? 2. What is th* 
eatife of this conformity ? S. Whit ate the means 
of fhrs conformity? 

For the firft, wherein we muft conform ? I 
kitfwer, in his graces, fufFerrngs and death. 

1 . It! the graces that moft eminently ferined in his 
hitter paffion 5 his life indeed was a gracious life, 
but his graces fliined moft clearly at his death ; I 
fliall inftance in fome of them. 

»iy hutnility 5 Aat the moft htffh God, of God, 
fliould touchfafe to be condemned, and lefs efteem- 
ed than Barabbas a mutderer ^ that Chrift fliould 
be crucified betwixt two thietes, as if he htdJiyeen 
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tke ring-leader af all malefadors ; O whatbumilJt]^ 
was this ? 

2. His^ patience ^ Chrift alfa fufi^red for m, Yeav^ 
ing us an example that we (bduld follow his fteps. 
Who when he was reviled, reviled not again ; 
when he fuiFered he threatened not, but com'- 
mUted himfelf to him that judgeth righteonfly. 
O the patience of Chrift. 

3. His love ; herein is love, not that we loved God, 
but that he loved us, and fent his Son tabe the pro- 
pitiation for our fins. This love is an example of 
all love, it is the fire that (hould kindle all our 
{parks; Be ye followers of God (faith the apoftle^ 
as dear children ; and walk in love, as Chrift alfo 
hath loved us, and hath given himfelf for us, an of- 
fering and facrifice to God, for a fweet fmeUing 
(avour. Some obferve, that in the temple there 
were two altars, the brazen, and th^ goFden ; the 
brazen altar was for bloody facrifices, tbe 
golden altar was for the offering of incenfe ; now 
the former was a type of Chrift^s bloody offering 
t^pon the crofs, the latter of Chrift's interceffion for 
us in his glory ; in regard of both the apoftle te^ls 
us that Chrift gave nimfelf, both for an offering 
and facrifice of fweet fmelling favour unto God. 
O what love was this ! 

4. His meekqefs ; in all his pafiion, he ikewed 
not the leaft anger ; he fuffered himfelf to be car- 
ried, like a flieep to the butchery, and as a Jamb 
before the fhearer is dumb, fo opened he not hisi 
inottth : He was brought ais a lamb to the flaugh- 
ter ; a lani)>. |^oes as quietly to the fhambles, 
^s if it were gomg to the fold ; and fo went Chrif^ 
to his crofs^ Q the meeknefs of Chrift ! 

5* His obedience ; he became obedient unto 
dj&arh, even the death of the crofs. — He fought not 
liisown wiU, but the will of him that fent him. 
There was a cotnmand that the Father laid on 
^hrifi from all eternity ; O my San, my only begoU 
tfJi^SQih thoumvji^o down^ and Uaw hcai^n, and 
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€mpty thj/feff, and die the deaths even the death of 
the crq/s, tind go and bring up tie/alien fons of 
Adamout of hell. AH which the Lprd Jefus did 
in time ; He was obedient to deaths even to the 
death of the crofs. 

. Now in all thefe graces we mud conform to 
Chrift. Learn of me, for I am meek and lowly. — - 
And, walk in love, as Chrift alfo hath loved us : It 
is as if Chrift had faid, majk the fteps where I 
liave trod, and follow me in humility, in patience, 
in love, in meeknefs, in obedience unto death. ' 

We muft conform to Chriftjn his fufferings, if he 
calls us to them; this was the^poftle's prayer. 
That I mat/ know him, and the power of his rejur- 
reSion, and the fellowjhip of his fufferings ; it was 
his defire, that he might experimentally know what 
exceeding joy and comfort it was to fuffier for Chrift, 
and with Chrift. Concerning this, the other apoftles 
fpeak alfo, Chrift fuflfered for us, leaving us an 
example that we fliould follow his fteps. But the 
text thatfeems fo pertinent, and yet io difficult, is 
that of Paul, / now rejoice in myft^eringsfor you^ 
and fill up that which is behind of the afflictions of 
ChriJ in my flefh^ for his body's fake ^ which is the 
c^rch. One would wonder how Paul ihould fill 
up that which is behind of the fufferings of Chrift; 
were Chrift's fufferings imperfe£l ; and muft Pitul 
^d to them ? no furely ; for by one oflEering, Chrift 
bath pprfefted for ever them that arc fanStfied.' I 
&ppofe this is the genuine meaning of the Spirit* 
Now rejoice I inviy fufferings for you, whereby f 
fulfil the meafure of thefe tribulations, which remain 
yet to be endured of Chrift in his myjtical body ^ 
which I do for the body's fake, not tofatisfyfor it, 
but to confirm it, tojirengthen it by my example in the 
gofpel of Chrift. Th6 fufferings of Chrift are 
either perfon^l or general ; his pergonal fufferings^ 
were thofe he epdured in his own body, as Media* 
tor : which once for ever he finiflied. His general 
fufferings a^e thqfe wliich fay^ cgduresin hi$ ibyft(»^ 
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cal body, the cliurch ; as he is a membei' with the 
reft ; and thefe are the fufferings Paul fpeaks of, 
and which Paul fills up. 

But wherein i*the conformity betwixt oiir fuffer- 
ings, and the fufferings of Chrift ? I ahfwer : 

1. Our fufferings have no conformity With Chrift, 
in thefe two things. 1. Not in the office of Chrift'5 
fufferings ; for his were meritorious and fatisfafto- 
ry, ours only for edification. 2. Not in the weight 
and meafure of Chrift's. fufferings ; for his were 
fuch as would have preffed any other creature as 
low as hell. 

2. Our fufferings muft have conformity with 
Chrift. 1. In .the caufe ef them ; Chrift's fuffer- 
ings were inftrumentally from Satan and wicked 
meiii we mutt look to fuffer by the enemies qf 
Chrift, if we have any (hare in Chrift. 2. In that 
manner of undergoing them ; we muft fuffer with 

' a proportion of that humility, and patience, and 
love, and meeknefs, and obedience, which Chrift 
fhewed in his fufferings. S. In refpeft of the iffue 
of them ; we muft look upon Chrift's iffue, and 
expeft it to be ours. Ought not Chrift to have fuf- 
fered thefe things, and fo enter into glory ? — And, 
if fo be that we fuffer with Chrift, we (hall be 
glorified, together with 'Chrift. — If we fuffer with 
him, we (ball alfo reign with him. 

By reafon of this conformity, we have commu* 
nion with Chrift in all the feparticulars ; as, 1. We 
haveChrift's ftrength to bear fufferings. 2. His 
viftories to overcome fufferings. 3. His intercef- 
(ion to preferve us from falling away in fufferings. 
4. His compafiSon to proportion our fufferings, to 
the meafure of ftrength which he hath given us. 5. 
His fpirit todraw in the fame yoke with us, and to 
hold lis under all fufferings, that we fink not. 6. 
His graces to be more glorious by our fufferings, as 
a torch, fvhen it is (haken, (hines the brighter. 7. 
His crown to reward our fufferings^ when we (hall 
have tafted our meafure of them. 

6 Li 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



( 266 ) 

O my fotil ! ftudy this conformity, and be con- 
tent with thv portion ; yea, comfort thyfelf in this 
condition or fufFerlngs ; muft we not drink of our 
Saviour's cup ? Never wonder that Ihou art hated or 
perfecuted of men : ,Why, 1 tell thee, if Cbrifl him- 
felf were now amongft us in the form of a fervant, 
in that very condition that fometimcs he was, and 
(hould convince men of their wickednefs, asfearch- 
ingly as fometimes he did, I verily think he would 
be the mod hated man ih all the world. 

3. We muft conform to Chrift in his death, car- 
rying in us a refemblance and reprefentation of bis 
death. But what death is this ? I anfwer in a word, 
a death unto (in : fo the apoftle ; in that he died, 
he died unto fin ; — likewife reckon ye yourfelyes to 
be dead indeed unto fin. There is a likenefs be- 
twixt Chrift's death, and our death, in this refped, 
we are planted together in the likenefs of his death* 
True mortification carries a refemblance of the 
death of Chrift. As for inftance. 

1. Chrift's death was a voluntary death*. I lay 
down my life, that I may take it again ; no man 
laketh it from me, but I lay it down ofmyfelfi I 
have power to lay it down, and I have power to 
lake it up again. Not all men on earth, nor ali 
devils in hell, could have enforced Chrift's deathi^ if 
he had not pleafed ; his death was a fpontaneous 
act ', fo is our mortification. Thy people (hall be 
willing in the day of thy power ; many may leave 
their nns againft their wills ; but this is not true 
mortification; it bears not in it the likenefs of 
thrift's death, for he died willingly, 

2. Chrift's death was a violent death ; he died 
not naturally, but violently ; He was put to death 
in the &e(h, he was brought as a lamb to the flaugh* 
ter. So is our mortification, it is voluntary in 
jrefpeft of us, but violetTt in refpeft of fin ; when a 
tnan lays violent hands on his fins ; when he cuts 
them off, being yet in their ftrengtb j when he 
pulls up thofe weeds before they wither in them.- 
feives thi^ is true mortifkation. 
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3. What is the caufe of this conformity ? I 
anfwer, the death of Chrift. 

1. It is a meritorious caufe ; Cbrifl:*s death was ot 
ib great a price, that it deferved at God's hands our 
conformity to Chritt, Chrift loved the church and 
gave himfelf for it, tbajt by his death he might 
&n£lify it, and cleanfe it; — and prefent it to him- 
felf a glorious church, not having fpot or wrinkle, 
er any fuch thing ; but that it fliould be holy and 
without blemifli. 

2. It is an examplary caufe ; he fuffered for us, 
kaving us an example, that we ibould follow bis 
fteps. He died for us, leaving us an example that 
we fliould die to (in, as he died for (in. 

3. It is an efficient caufe, it works this conformi- 
ty by a fecret virtue iffuing from if. Thus chrif- 
tians are faid to be engrafted with Chrift in th« 
likenefs of his death. 

4. It is an impelling, or a moving caufe, as all 
pbje£l§ are ; for objeas have an attraQive powen 
Chrift crucified doth heal fin, beget grace, encou- 
^^g^ t9 fufferings by being looked upon with the 
eyes of faith ; Look unto Jefua, a^d the very fight 
of him will draw you after him* Chrift crucified 
hath an attra£tive power. And I, if I be lifted up, 
will draw all n^en to me. 

5. What are the means of this conformity ? I 
anfw^r ? 

1. Gpto the crpfs of Jefus Chrift. It is not alt 
^ur refpjutions, promifes, vpws, endeavours, with^ 
9^9t tbis^ that will effeft our copformity to Chrift in 
his death ; no, this conformity is a fruit of the death 
of Chrift, and therefore whofoever would have this 
work wrought in him, let him firft have recourfe to 
Cbrift'scrpfs. 

. 2. Look vp to him that hangs upon it, qontem* 
plate the death of Jefus Chrift; confider ferioufly 
hi^ bitter, Qiameful, painful fuflferings. Much hath 
Vem (aid, only here draw it into fome epitome, 

Ll? 
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As, 1 . Confidcr who he wa^. 2. What he fuflfered, 
3. Why he fufFercd. 4. For whom he fufFered. 
5. For what end he fuifered. 6. With what 
mind he fufFered. pvery one of thefe will make 
fome difcoveries either of his graces, or of his gra* 
pious a£lings in our behalf; and who can tell how 
ifar this very look may work on us to change us, 
and transform us into the image of Jefus Chrift ? 

Let us humbly bewail our defe&, and in confor- 
mity, either to the graces, fufferings, or death of 
Chrift. As thus ; " Lo here the profound humili- 
ty, wonderful patience, fervent love, admirable 
meeknefs, qonftant obedience of Jefus Chrift I 
Thefe are th^ particulars to which I (hall conform. 
3ut O alas ! what a wide diftance is there betwixt 
me and them ? Cl^rift in his fufferings (hined with 
graces, his graces appeared in his fufferings, like fo 
many ftars in a bright winter's night ; but how 
dim are the graces in my foul? His forrows and 
fufferings were fo great, that fome think it dange- 
rous to define therh' i but how poor, how little are 
ray fufferings for Jefus Chrift ? I have not yet re- 
fitted unto blood, and if I had, what were this in 
comparifon of his fufferings ? Chrift in his fuffer- 
ings died ; his paflive obcdjence was unto death, 
even to the deatti of the profs : He hung on the 
crofs till he bowed his head and gave up the ghoft ; 
Jie died unto fin once, but alasT how do I live in 
that for which he died ? To t|iis day my fin hath 
not given up the ghoft ; to this day the death of 
Chrift is not the death of my (in : my fin is not yet 
crucified ; O how unanfwerablle am I to Chrift in 
all thefe r'efpeds ?"' ' ^ 

4- Let us quicken, provoke, and rpuze up our 
fouls to this conformity -, let us fet before them ex- 
citing arguments, ex. gr. The greateft glory that a 
chriftian can attain to in this world,' is to have a 
refemblance to Jefus Chrift. Again, the more like 
we are to Chrift^ the better he is pleafed with us. 
Again, a likenefs to Chrift in bis death, will caufc s^ 
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likenefs to Chrift in his glory, if we have been, 
planted together in the likenefs of his death, we 
fliall be alfo in the likenefs of his refurre^ion : 
Thus let us quicken and provoke our fouls to this 
conformity. 

5 Let us prav to God, that he will make us 
conformable to Jefus Chrift. Is it grace we want? 
Let us beg of him> that of that fulnefs that is in 
Chrift, we may in our meafure receive grace for 
grace. Is it patience, or joy in fufFerings that wc 
want ? Let us beg of him that as he had promifed, 
he will fend us the Comforter, that we may follow 
Chrift chearfully, from his crofs to his crown, from 
earth to heaven. Is it mortification our fouls pant 
after ? This indeed makes us moft like to Chrift 
in his fuflferings and death ; wh]^then, pray we for 
this mortification. 

6. « Let us frequently return to our looking unto 
Jefus Chrift, to our believing in Chrift, as he was 
lifted up. There is fomething flowing into the 
foul, while it is a£ling faith on the death of Chrift, 
which, for the rife, or the manner of its working, is 
beyond what tongue can fpeak, or pen can write, 
or pencil can delineate. Come then, if we would 
bave grace, endure afilidion, die to fin, grow in 
Hiortincation : Let us again and again return to our 
duty of looking unto Jefus, or beliieving in Jefus, 
as he was lifted up. 
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asB. XI t. 2. 

l.9oking unto JESUS^ the Beginner and Finiflier 
of OUT Faith. 

CHAP- I. 

The Divijion and openif^ of the Words. 

X HE moft excellent fubje£ls to difcourfe^or writo 
of; is Jefus Cbrift. Auguftin having read Cicero's 
works» commended them for their eloduence, but 
he pafled this fentence upon them^ They are not 
fxjoeet becaufe the name cf Jefus is not in them. In<> 
deed all wy: &y is^but unfavoiiry, if it >e not fea« 
foned with this fait. I determined not to know any 
thing among you, faith Paul, fare Jefus Chrift, and 
him crucified* He refoWed with himfeif, before 
he preached among the Corinthians^ that this (hould 
be the only point of knowledge that he would pro-^ 
fefs himfelf to have (kill in^ and that in the courfit 
of his mtniliry he would labour to bring them to. 
This he made the breadth^ and lenfftfa, and depth, 
arid heigbth of'his knowledge. Yea» doubtmsy 
fMh he^i and I cotint all things but lofs, for the ex-« 
ceUeopyof the knowledge otChrift Jefus my Lmcl. 
f n this knowledge of Chrift there^ it an exceliency 
above all other knowledge in the world. There is 
nothing more pleafing and comfortable, mor^ ani* 
mating and enlivening. Chrift is the fum and centre 
of all divine and revealed truths; we can preach 
nothing elfe as the obje6l of our faith, which doth not 
feme way or other either meet in Chrift, or refer to 
Chrift. Only Chrift is the whole of man's happinefs, 
the fun to enlighten him, the phyfician to heal him, 
the wall of fire to defend him, the friend to com- 
fort him, the pearl to enrich him, the ark to fup*^ 
port him, the rock to fuftain him under the hea* 
yieft prelTures s As an hiding place from th^ winf^^ 
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and a covert from the tempeft, as rivers of waters 
in a dry place^ and as the {hadow of a great rock 
in a weary land. Only Chrift is that ladder be^ 
twixt earth and heaven 9 the Mediator betwixt God 
and man 5 a myftery which the angels of heaven 
delire to pry into. Here is a bleffed fubjeft 
indeed ; Who wouTd not be glad to be acquainted 
with it ? This is life eternal^ to know God, and 
Jefus Chrift whom he hath fent. Come then ! let 
us look on this Sun of righteoufnefs ^ we cannot 
receive hartfi, but good by fuch a look. Indeed, by 
looking long on the natural fun we may have our 
eyes dazzled, and our faces blackened ; but by 
looking unto Jefus, we (hall have our eyes clearer, 
and our faces fairer: If the light of the eye rejoice 
the heart, how much more when we have fuch a 
' bleflfed objeft to look upon ? As Chrift is ipore 
excellent than all the world, fo this fight tran- 
fcends all other fights. Looking unto Jeftis is the 
epitome of a chriftian's happine^, the quintefience 
of evangelical duties. 

In the text we have the a£l and objeft. The aft 
in the oris;inal is very emphatical, but the Englifli 
doth not fully exprefs it ; it fignifies a drawing of 
the eye from one objeflt to another; there, are two 
expr^ions, the one fignifies a turning of the eye 
from' all other objefts j the other a faft fixing of the 
eye iipon fuch an objeft, and only upon fuch. jSa 
is it both a looking oiFaml a looking on. On what? 
That is the objeft, a looking unto Jefus: a title that 
denotes his mercy, as Chrift denotes his office. 
My meaning is not to infifton this name in contra- 
diction to any other names of Chrift. He is 
often called Chrift, and Lord, and Mediator, and 
Son of God, and Emmanuel : But Jefus is all thefe, 
Jefus is Chrift, as he is the anoint^ of God : and 
Jefus is Lord, as he hath dominion over all the 
world : and Jefus is Mediator, as he is the recoi^ci- 
ler of God and man, and Jefus is the Son of God, 
as he was eternally begotten before all worlds^ and 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



{ 272 ) 

Jefus is Emmanuel, as he was incarnate, and fo God 
with us. Only becaufe Jefus fignifies Saviour, and 
this name was given him upon that very account, 
for he (hall fave his people from their fins ; I (hall 
make this my defign to look at Jefus more efpeci- 
ally, as carrying on the great work of our falvation 
from firft to laft.— This indeed is the glad tidings, 
the gofpel, the gofpel privilege, and our gofpel 
duty, looking unto Jefus. 



^^r^»^v^^i^ 



CHAP. II. 



The duty of looking off all other Things, conjirmed 
and cleared. 

But firft we muft look off all other things. We 
xnuft take off our minds from every thing, which 
might divert us in our chriftian race from looking 
unto Jefus. 

Biit what things are they we muft look off in this 
refpeft? I anfwer, — 1. Good things. — 2. Evil 
things. 

1. Good things. The apoftle tells us of a cloud 
of witneffes in the former verfe, which no queftion 
an their feafon we are to look unto. But when 
this fecond obje£t comes in fight, he icatters the 
cloud quite, and fets up Jefus himfelf : Now the 
apoftle willeth us to turn our eyes from them, and 
to turn hither to Jefus Chrift ; as if he had faid. If 
you will indeed fee a fight once for all, look to him. 
The faints though they be guides to us, yet are 
they but followers to him; he is the leader of them^ 
and of us all ; look on him. There is a time, when 
James may fay. Take my brethren, the prophets, 
who have fppken in the name of the Lord, for an 
example ; but when Jefus comes forth, that faid, I 
have given you an example; an example aboye aJl 
examples, then be filent all flefti before the Lord. 
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Let all faints and feraphim thea cover their face^: 
with their wings, that we may Iqok pn JefuSj ^nd. 
let all other fights go. ' 

2. Evil things. We muft look off all that is in 

the world ; and that the apoftle comprizeth under 

thefe three heads, the lufts of the eyes, the lufts of» 

the flcfli, the pride of life ^ or> pleafures, pr(>fits^ 

and honours. / . ^ ^ .: 

. 1, We muft look off this Ji^orld in^ rcfpeft ^f its 

iinfiil pleafures. . Jude tells us. Such as iire ^ fen- 

fual have not the spirit. We cant^ot. fixedly Ipok 

pn pleasures, and look on Jefus s^t once. 

, 2. We mull look off this wcirld ip refpeS of it^s 

l^nful profits. A look on this keep off our lookiog 

unto Jefus. Mhc^oever loveth phe ifbrldy ^he love, 

oftheFatherisjwtinkLm. Juft.fo much as the 

hybrid prevails in us, ib aiuch is God's love abated 

bx)th in us and towards us. > Ye lafiult^^ers and 

. ^dultrejfes (faith St, James) ^now ye not that the 

friendjhip of the wprla is, enmity with God/ Wbiea 

we have enough in God and Cbrift, and yet deiSfe 

to make . up our jttappinefs in the creature; this isr 

plain foifitual. whoredom. i ; 

S. We must look off the world in refpeft of itp^ 
honours. Wha'tx is. this de^reto be well thT)ught 
of or well fpokea of ? As if a roan Ihould run up 
and down after a ;. feather flying in the, air. It is a 
queftion whether ever he get it j .bi^tif he do, it id 
but a feather -, fuch j^ honour ^ it tshard to obtain 
U, .hut if ' obtainedv It is but the bir^athof a f<§w 
inen*s mouths; but what is woritt of all, it hinders 
pur fight of Chrift. Not many wife men after tbf^ 
fieih, not many mighty, not .many npble are 
qalledf. Worldly }ionour keeps niany back fr Qii;^ 
Chrift, ' . '" .• 

But why muft we look off every^ thing that diverts 
our looking unto Jefus ? 

1, Becaufe we cannot look fiotedly on Chrift, 
and fuch things at once. The eye cannot look 
vpward^s and downwards at once s we cannot 
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f*ri<m% ittin\i heaven and earth in one thdugfit/ 
No mmi ean/erve two majlers ; efpecially fach a$ 
jar, and have contrary employments^ as Chrifi anrd 
Man^ition have. 

2. Becaufe whilft we look on thcfe things, we 
panribt'fee the beauty that is in Chrift. Our wifli- 
iDg • )dok« on othdr thingSi makes Chrift but mean 
and contemptible in our eyes. 
' S. Beeaufe all other things in comparifon of 
Chrift, are not worthy « look ; they are but poor, 
low,' mean, bafe things, in comparifon of Chrift, 
/ count all things but tofs (faith St. Paul) for the 
(ftekkntp (f the knowledge of Chrift Jefus my., 
Lofdi^I count them but dung that I may win' 
Gktift. Some frahflate it from the original, chaff, 
cfther^ dogVmeat, pAers excrements, dutigj*. all 
aJgree, it is ft eh a thing as men ufually caft aWay 
Irort^ fhemvi^iA indignation. . ', 

^ ^. * Reca*(fe it is according to thii; "^try law of 
i^^ix\i^(^l Therefore fialt a man leave father and 
inothp^i and cleave nnto his wife. The Lord Chrltf 
kiarries liraiielf to the fbtiFs of his faints ; and for 
this caqfis the fgul muft fbrfake aU, and cleave 
into'dhrift. "^' ^ 

- 5. Becauft Chrift 1$ a Jealous God;' Nowjei- 
)dufy is a paffion ip the foul, that will not endtife 
any fliaring in ffl^e ^abject hteloved. And fo Chrift 
Cannot endure thai wit fcould look on any other 
things, ip aal \o Iqft afifet thert*. • 

6. Becaufe aJ| crthjer thing? can never fatisfjr the 
eye. Alf things are, full of labour (faith SolomoH^ 
Inan ca^no^ utter it ? the ^e is not fati^ed with 
filing : it is b^t Y^iwted: with Rooking on divers 
*bje&s, arid yet jlifl deflres new ones : but once 
admit it to that glorious fight o/ Chrift, and then it 
rtffs fulty fatisfied.' - ■:>. 
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SECT, m. 



Sect. l. An .Explayiation of the AFl, and objeA 
of Looking. 

jHLN experimental lookingon Jefus, is thsitmytexc 
aimsiat: it is not a fwimming knoix^ledge of Chrift^ 
but an hearty feeling of Chrift's inward workings 9 
it. is not notions of Chrift, but hearty notions towards 
Ghrift that are implied in this inward Jooking: 

2. For the object, you muft look on Jefus. Itis 
the blefledeft objeftthat the eye of the mind can 
poffibly fix upon. Of all objects under heaveiy, 
Jefus hath the pre-eminence in perfections and h^ 
fliDuldhave the pre-eminence in our meditation. 
It is he that will make us moft happy when we 
poflefs him, and we cannot btit be joyful to look 
upon him, efpeciaUy when looking is a degree df 
poffefling.^^Jefus^fignifies Saviour; it is an Hebrew 
name ; the Greeks borrowed it from the Hebrews, 
the Latins ftbm the Greeks, and all other languages 
from the Latins. It comes from the Hebrew word 
Jehoihua, or Jofliua, which in the bodks of Ezra 
and^Nehemiah (written after the Baby loi^ian cap- 
tivity) 18 J^lfatia; and fo is our Savour's- nsime 
lilwaye written in the^Syriack tranflation of the ne# 
tefiament. Thisniime Jefus was given -to Chr^ 
the Son of God, by his Father; and brought frooAl 
heaven by an angel, firft to (Mary, and then t4f 
Jofeph ; and on liie day when he was circtiixiclfe^l 
(as the manner was) this name was given him by hia 
parents, as it was commanded from the Lord, \if 
the angel Gabriel. It includes h^ bis office, an4 
\m natures. He is the alone <Sat4aor of . man, 'for 
there is none othername under hea¥eyi>g4ved-amonjg 
<nen, whereby -wemaft be iaved« And^he is a 
perfect aod^abfolute Savioiir} heiis^4kk4^ to ^iM^ 
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them to the uttermoft, that come unto God by him^ 
feeing he ever liveth to naake in^erceffion for them. 
I will not deny, but that the work of falvation is 
common to all the three Perfons in the trinity: it is 
A known rule, ** All outward adions are equally 
common to the three Perfons:" For as they are 
all one in nature and will, fo muft they be alfo one 
in operation ; the Father faveth, the Son faveth, 
and the Holy Gboft faveth ; yet we muft diftiq- 
guiCh them in the manner of faving : the F^her 
lavetb by the Son, the Son faveth by paying tbe 
ranfom and price of our falvation, the Holy Gboft, 
faveth by a particular applying of that ranfonrunto 
men. Now whereas the Son pays tbe price of 
our redemption, and not the Father, nor the Holy 
Ghoft, therefore in this fpecial refped be is called 
€ur Savipur, our Jefus. 

Herein is fet forth the ofBces of Chrift, the two 
natures of Chrift, the qualities of Chrift, the excel- 
lencies of Chrift. Oh ! what variety of fweet mat- 
ter is in Jefus ? He hath in him all tbe powders of 
the merchants* An holy foul cannot tire itfelf in 
viewing Jefus. We know one thing tires quickly, 
unlofs thiat one be all : Chrift: is fo, and none. elfe : 
h^ is all, and in all ; all belonging to being ; and all 
belonging to wellrbeing. In things below Jefu^, 
fomebave this.excelleDcy, and fame have that, but 
none have all. 0h ! what variety is in Jefus? 
Variety of timi?, bis is.Alpha,.and Omega 4 yaiiety 
of beauty, he is white and ruddy; variety of quality, 
J»ei$ alionand.a(}ajnftb, a f^rvant aqd a fon ; variety 
^f :excellency» b^ is man and Gad« . Oh !. where 
ib^ll we begin in this view of Jefus i Who (hall 
declare his generation i All the evangelift^ exhibit 
wito us the Saviour, but every one of them in his 
particular meHKK),. Mark defcribes not al) tbe 
genealogy of Jeful?, ^but begins bis hiftocy at hh 
baptifm. Matthew (earcheth out hts original from 
Abraham. '.Luke follows it backwards as far as 
Ad^mi John p^ffeth fwther upwardi$, even to the 
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eternal generation of this word that was made 
flelh. So they lead us to Jefus, mounting up four 
feveral fteps ; in the one we see him only among 
the men of his own. time ; in the fecond he is feen 
iu the tent of Abraham s in the third he is yet 
higher, to wit, in Adam ; and finally, having tra- 
verfed all ages, through fo many generations, we 
come to contemplate him in the beginning, in the 
bofom of the Father, in that eternity in which he 
was with God before all worlds. And there let us 
begin, fiill looking unto Jefus, as he carries on the 
great work of our falvation from firft to laft, \md 
from everlafting to everlafting. 



.^.^s^N^t^wr*^ 



SECT. IL, 
The main DoSrine, and Confirmation of it. 

JjUT for the foundation of our building to take 
this note — 

Inward experimental looking unto Jefus, fuch as 
ftirs up afPe£tions in the heart, and the efFeds 
thereof in our life, is an ordinance of Chrift, 
a choice, an high gofpel-ordinance. 

Or thus : inward experimental knowing, con- 

fidering, defiring, hoping, believing, loving, 

•joying, calling on Jefus, and conforming to 

Jefus, is the moft precious ordinance of Jefus 

Chrift. 

Looking unto Jefus, is that great ordinance 
appointed by God for, our moft efpecial good; 
How many fouls have bleffed themfelves in the ufe 
of other means, and though in them Chrift hath 
communicated fome virtue to them, yet becaufe 
they did not trade more with them, they had little 
in coroparifon ? Such a one as deals immediately 
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ivitfa Cbrift will do more in a day, than another in 
a year, and therefore I call it a choice, a compleat, 
an high gofpel^rdinance. 

!• Jefus is the objeGt ; and Jefus, as Jefus, as he 
is our Savour, as he hal^ negociated, or {ball yet 
negociate the great bufinefs of our falvation. Look* 
iog unto, is the a€l ; but fuch as includes all thefe 
a£is, knowing, confidering^ defiring, hoping, be* 
]ieving, loving, joying, enjoying of Jefus, and con- 
forming to Jefus. It is fuch a look as ilirs up 
affedions in the heart, and the efft&s thereof in 
ourlife : it is fuch a look as leaves a quickening 
upon the fpirit: it is fuch a look as works us into 
a warm affe£iion, raifed refolution, an holy and 
upright converfation : briefly, it is an inward^ 
experimental looking unto Jefus. 

This was the Lord's charge to the Gentiles of 
old ; Look unto me, and be . ye faved all the ends 
of the earth. — And I /aid, behold me! behold me f 
unto a nation that was not called bjf my name. 
And according to this command was the practice, 
Mi?ie eyes are ever towards the Lord, faith David, 
They looked unto him, and were lightened, and their 
faces were not ajhamed. — ^And according to this 
command is the pra£tice of gofpel believers 5 we 
all with open face beholding as in a glafs the 
glory of the Lord, are changed into the iameit^age . 
from glory to glory, even as by the fpirit of ihe 
Lord. Inftead of the vail of Mofaical figures, God 
hath now given to his church the clear glai^of the 
gofpel ; ana hence all believers under the gofpel 
do by contemplative faith, behold Chrift, together 
with the glorious light of his mercy, truth, and the 
reft of his divine attributes; and. by means thereof 
they are made like unto him in the -glory of bolinefs^ 
and in newnefe of life. 
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SECT, III. 

life of Reproof. 

W ELL then ! i^ ini^ard experimental looking 
unto Jefus a choice, 8tn high gofpel-ordinance ? 
How may tliis reprove thoufands ? How many are 
there that mind not this duty ? The truth is, that 
as the whole world lies in wickednefs, fa the eves 
6f the whole world are mifplaced. ^ There are itvt 
ifiat have a care of this choice, of this high gofpel 
ordinance. I (hall therefore reprove both the 
ungodly, and th« godly. 

1. For the ung^ly, not Chrift, nor God, is in 
all their thoughts. Alas ! they cannot tell what it 
means, to look unto Jefus. I^or fpeak I only of 
J)Oor Indians, and other favages, who cam^e into 
the world, not knowing wherefore, and go but of 
the world, not knowing whither ; but of fuch as 
live withm the chriftian chtrrcb, that have nothing 
to difiinguifii them from thofe Indian mifcreant^, 
but outward formalities, the charity of others, and 
their own flight imaginations. Why, ala^ I thefe 
are they that the Lord complains of, that they /lave 
eyes, and fee not My people have forgotten me 
^ days withmit number. 

You will fay, is there any fuch here ? Can I tax 
any of you^ that you do not look up to Jefus ? Ar^ 
not your eyes towards Chrift in your prayers, praife, 
ti^blic and private duties ? Nay, are not you now 
m the duty, whilft I am fpeaking, and you hearing ?, 
\ anfwer, however you may deem that you do this 
or that, yet God reckons it as d thing not done in 
thefe refpecls. — — 

I. When it is not done to purpofe : as, if our 
looking to Chrift makes us not like Chrift ; if there 
be po effeftual impreflion upon the heart, Chrift 
takes- it as if we had never looked towards him at 
aJh 
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2. When it is done unwillingly. Let no man 
deceive himfelf ; though he caft his eyes towards 
heaven all the day long, if he love not his work, 
he doth nothing ; he looks not at Jefus. 

3. When a man makes it not his courfe to Jook 
unto Jefus. A man may cp^ijcie unto ^carpenter's 
houfe, and take up his tools, and do Something at 
his work, but this makes him not a carpenter, be- 
caufe it is not his trade. So ungodly men may look, 
and^ think of Chrlft; but becaufe this is not their 
courfe and trade, they make it not their work to 
look to Chrifl:^ they, are jibi^refore faid, not. to look 
to him. . 

Confider, you that plead that you are Chriftiai^j 
and that yoij mind Chrift at this very inftant, that 
you are in tHe duty, even whilft I am fpeaking of 
it, and yet you neither do it to purpofe, nor wil- 
lingly ; is, it ftot with you, as it is with them 
of whom Chrift fpake ;, Many will fay to me, at 
that iay^ Lord, Lord, have zpe notprophejied in thy 
nanie ? And in thy name have cajl out devils ? And 
in thy name have done many wonderful works? 
They will. plead at the laft day, as you plead now ; 
but for all that, you know the anfwer, / never knew 
jfou, depart from me, ye workers of iniquity. 

2e For the godly, are not they carelefs of this 
duty ? Iknow not whether through want of (kill^ 
or through want of will ; but fure I am, this 4uty 
Jies neglefted of moft ,of the people of God : their 
faults Imay exprefs^n thefe refpefts :-r- 

1. Jn not pointing their minds towards Jefus^ 
J ivrite tinto you (faith theapoftle) tojihrupyour 
minds, by way of remembrance: it is in the original^ 
p awaken your pure minds ; and it waa but need. 
Awaking is a work that imports rouzing, as birds 
that provoke their yoi^ng ones by flight to make 
pfe of their wings : now how few are there who 
thus calls upon themfelves ? It was the prophet's 
pom plaint. No manprs up himfelf to take hold of 
Ggdi^(yii\ what a fliame is this ? Is it fit that pur 
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underftatidirtgs, which Ood hath cntrufted os with, 
ihould be no more improved ? Is it fit that our minds 
(thofe golden cabinets which God hath given us^ 
to be filled with heavenly treafure) (hquld either be 
empty, or fluffed with vanity, nothing, wbrfe than 
nothing? — Oh! that fuch glorious things as our 
immortal fpirits, fhould run after vanity ; which, 
if rightly improved, fhould walk with angels, fhould 
lodge themfelves in the bcfom of the glorious Qod ! 
— Da we not fee how Chriflis/fending out to us 
continually? The thoughts of his heart are ipye, 
eternal love. Apd (hall not vve fend put our 
thoughts towards him ? Shall not we let ouf minds 
run out towards him ? 

. '2. In not bending of their minds to this work. 
It may be the mind loqks up, but 'tis fo. f<^eble^ 
that like an arrow fhot (rom a bow weakly^ bent, k 
reacheth not. the mark. It is^he wif^: man's couiv- 
fel, whaf/bever thy hand Jindeth to do^ do^ it with 
all thy might. — ^Oh ! that God's people fhpu Id. b^ 
fo lazy, dull, iluggifb, ilothfi^i in this fpiritual 
work! As Jefus faid to the multitudes. conpern^ 
ing John^ What went ye out into the wildernefs-ta 
fee ? So may I afk believers, in their looking unto 
Jefus, what went ye out to fee ? When you cra,wL 
and move, as if you had no hearts nor fpirits withia 
you, whom go ye forth to fee ? Him that is the 
Lord of glory ? Him that is the brightnefs of tna 
Father's glory, and the exprefs image of his p^rfon? 
What ! are fuch heavy and lazy aipf^s fit to talc^ 
in fuch a glory as this is ? You (ee in what Jarge 
fireams your thoughts fly forth to other thingsj 
and are you only languifhing, weak, and. feeble in 
things ot fo great concernment ?— Oh! that chrifti- 
ans ihould be cold in fpirituals^ smil hot in tha 
purfuit of temporal things! . .' 

3. In not binding of their nlind^ to tWs obje^, 
in not flaying the eye on Jefus Chrifl, Some may 
give a glance at Chrifl, but they are prefentl^ 
wheeled off again. But why doth uot th« ^y% 
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abide there ? Is not Chrift worthy on whom our 
fouls (houid dwell ? Certainly if we love our Jefus ; 
that love will hold us : as the lotidftone having 
drawn the iron, keeps it faft to the objefl lovedl. 
Is Chrift fo tender in his love towards us, that hb 
ever minds us, and (ball our minds be fo loofe to 
him ? Shall there be no more care to bind ourfelves 
in cords of love to him, who hath bound himfelf iti 
fuch cord« of love to us ? 

S. In not daily exercifing this bleffed duty, ft 
may be now and then they are awakened, and they 
get up into heaven to fee their Jefus, but it is not 
daily.— Oh ! confider, is this now and then going 
to heaven within the veil, to live the life of frierids ? 
Is this to carry ourfelves as children ? What ? To 
be fo ftriinge at home ? There to be feldom, wheipB 
w« Ihould always be ? Is Jefus Chrift (bch a mean 
things that a vifit now and then fluould ferve tKe 
turn .> The queen of Sheba hearing Sblomon'^ #if- 
dom, faid, Bkffid are Ihofe thy/ervants that always 
'ftand before thee, and hear thy ivifivrfi^: \i (hb 
tvcre fb taketi with Solomon, rembniber tftat a 
grfeatcr than Sbtemon k here. And (hall we de- 
prive ourfelves of that bleffednefr, which we nri|bt 
4njoy bV ftanding alivays in the prefehce of Chrift, 
to hear nis wifdon), and to behofd his glory ? 

Omy Wetlrt-en, let us take ftanie to ourfelves, 
that to this day we have been fo catelefs in fend- 
ing, bending, and binding ourihjnds to t^i^ bleflbd 
Tobjeft, Jefus Chrift ; yea, let us bluih that ^e hav^ 
not made it our daify bofineft. David deforibes 
' the blefled man by hiis delighting in the law of the 
Lord, and by his meditating on that law dqy and 
might; how then is he to b^ reproved, that neither 
ineditktes on the te«v of the Lord, nor ou the Lord> 
tbe.lav^*maker,.d9y and night f 
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SECT. IV, 

Ufe of Exhortation. 

JtS inward, experimental looking unto Jcfus, a 
choice and high gofpel-ordinance ? Then I befeech 
you by the meeknefs and gentlenefs of Chrift ; I 
befeecH you brethren, for the Lord Jefus ChrilVs 
fake and for the love of the fpirit, to look unto 
Jefus I or, if my befeeching will not prevail, yet 
look on me as an ambaffador of Chrift 5 confider as 
though God did befeech you by me. 1 befeech, I 
pray you in Chrift's ftead ; it is a meflage that I 
have from God to your fouls, to look unto Jefus j 
and therefore fet your hearts, to all the words that J 
teftify to you this day, fdr it is not a vain thing, but 
it is fof your lives, 

* Oh ! that I fliolild need thus to perfuade your 
hearts to look unto Jefus ! What is not your Jefus 
worthy of this ? Why then are your thoughts no 
more upon him ? Why are not your hearts conti- 
nually with him ? Why are not your ftrongeft 
defires, and daily delights in, and after the Lord 
Jefus ? What is the matter ? Will not God give you 
leave to approach this light ? Will he not fufFer 
your fouls to taftc and fee ? Why then are thefe 
words in^he text ? Why then doth he cry, and 
double his cry. Behold me! behold me ! Ah! vile 
hearts ! how delightfully and unweariedly can we 
think of vanity ? tfifw fteely, and how frequently 
can we think of our pleafures, friends ; yea, of our 
miferies, wrongs, fuflferings, and fears ? And what? 
Is not Chrift in aUour thoughts? Chriftians, humble 
and c^ft down jour: fenfual hearts, that have in 
them no more of Chrift. — Oh ! chide them for their 
wilful or weak ftrangenefs to Jefus Chrift ! — Oh I' 
turn your thoughts frorti off all earthly vanities j 
and bend your fouls to ftudy Chrift ; habituate 
yoirrfclves to fuch contemplations -, and let not 
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thofc thoughts be feldom or cqrfory, but fettle 
upon them ; dwell there, bathe your fouls in thofe 
(ieligbts, drench your affeftions in thofe rivers 
of pleafures, or rather in the fea of confolation^ 
tfave your eyes continually fet on Chrift. Say not, 
you are unable to do thus ; this tnufll be God's 
work only, and therefore all our exhortations are 
in v^in, A learned divine can tell you, though 
God be th^ chief difpofer of your hearts, yet next 
under hind ypu have the greater command of them 
ypurfejyes. Thopgh without Chrift you can do 
nothing, yet under him you may do much; or 
e|fe i( will b^ qncjone, and you undone through 
ypur npgleft- Do your own parts, and you have 
no caufp to diftruft whether Qhrift will do his. It 
is not uiual wjth Chrift |o ^rfal^e hisi own people 
in that very work he fets them op. If your fouls 
were fouqd apd right, they would perceive incom- 
parably mqre delight in knowing, thinking, believ- 
ing, loving and rejoicing in Jefu^ CJirift, than the 
fpundeft ftomach nnd$ in his^ food, or the ftrongeft 
fenfes in tjie enjoyment pf theijp objects. Now, 
for (hame never fay^ you cannot reiich it, / can do 
all things, faith Paul, through dipj^thatjiength-* 
^neth mf. It is our (loth, our fecufity, our carnal 
ipind, which is pntpity to Qod s^nfi 9hf^^« ^l?at 
keeps us off. 



SECT. V. 

Matives from pifr Want^ in cafe.ofNegleH. 

O quicken us to this duty^ I iball propound fome 
jnoving confiderations : ponder thpn^ with ai^ 
impartial judgment; who know$ but through the 
afliftance of Chrift they m^y prove efFeftual . with 
your hearts, and make yo4i re(oive upon this excels 
lent duty of looking untp Jefus. 
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Confider, 1. our wants in cafe of negleS. If 
Chrift be not in view, there is nothing but wants. 

Suppofe firft a Chriftlefs foul, a poor creature 
without any ray of this fun of righteoufnefs, and 
what ^ fad condition is he in? I may fay of fuch a 
one that — 

1. He is without light : there is no oil of faving 
knowledge, no ftar of fpiritual light arifing in his 
foul. . Ye were once darhiefs^ faith the apoftle to 
the Ephefians : not only dark, but darknefs itfclf ; 
they where wholly dark, univerfally dark, having 
no mixture, nor glimpfe (whilft without Chrift) of 
fpiritual light in them. 

2. Such a one is without grace, without holinefs. 
Chrift is our fan£iification, as well as righteoufnefs 
and redemption. Where Chrift is not, there is no 
inclination to the ways and works of fanftification. 

3. Such a one is without content. The foul in 
this cafe finds nothing but emptinefs and vanity, 
in the greateft abundance. Let a man have what 
the world can give, yet if he have not Chrift, he 
is nothing worth. Chrift is the marrow and fatnefs, 
the fulnefs and fweetnefs of all our endowments ; 
feparate Chrift from them, and they are bitter, and 
do not pleafe us ; empty and do not fill us, Joram. 
aflcing Jehu, ** Is it peace ? " was anfwered, " What 
baft thou to do with peace, fo long as the whoredoms 
of thy mother Jezebel, and her witchcrafts are fo 
ipany?" A chriftlefs man aflcing, is it peace, O 
meffenger of God ? Can look for no other but 
Jehu^s anfwer, what haft thou to do with peace, 
lo long as thy lufts are fo ftrong within thee, and 
thy cftrangements from the Prince of peace fo great? 
The foul that is without Jefus Chrift, is an enemy 
to the God of peace, an alien to the way of peace. 
** There is no peace to the wicked," faith my God. 

4. Such a one is without life. " He that hath not 
the Son, hath not life, faith John : Chrift lives not 
in that foul, it is a dead foul, dead in fin and tref^ 
paffes. As the dead fee nothing of all that fweet 
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and glorious light which the fun cafts forth upon 
them, fo the dead in fin have no comfortable 
apprehenfion of Chrift, though he ftiinc in the eof- 
pel more glorioufly than the mn qt noon. Ana as 
the dead know not any thing ; fo the dead in fin 
know nothing of the wifdom of Chrift guiding 
tbem»'or of the holinefs of Chrjft fan£lifying thepn, 
or of the fulnefs of Chrift fatisfying them, or of 
the death of Chrift mortifying their lufts : yea, fup- 
pofe thofe that have known Chrift, hut do not now 
look unto Jefus, how great is the fin, and fadnefs 
t)f thofe fouls ! Oh ! the wants attending fucb poor 
creatures ! 

1. They have not that wifdom, knowledge, dif- 
cerning or Chrift, as they might have. By looking, 
and ferious obferving or Chrift, we gain more, and 
more knowledge of Chrift j but if we will not look, 
how fliould we underftand thofe great myfteries 
of grace ? Without looking on Chrift, we cannot 
expeft that virtue (hould go out of Chrift. 

2. They do not fo tafte the goodnefs of Chrift, 
as they miffht : Chrift is no other unto them, but 
as an eclipfed ftar : Chrift is aot fweet to them in 
his ordinances, they find not in them that delight 
and refreftimenr, which they ufually minifter. — 
They are in the cafe of Barzillai, who could not 
tafte what he did eat, or what he did drink ; nor 
could hear any more the voice of finging men or of 
iinging women : so they cannot tafte the things of 
God, nor hear the fpiritual melody which Cbrill 
makes to the fouls of them that look unto higi. 

3. They have not that fenfe of Chrift'$ love, 
which thofe that exercife this duty have. WhilA 
the foul negleOis Chrift, it cannot poffrbly difcem 
the love of Chrift ; it perceives not Chrift apply- 
ing the do£lrines of his love to the confciencc i 
Chrift appears not in his banqueting houfe, he en- 
ables not the foul to pray with confidence, he makes 
it not joyful in the houfe of prayer. And hence 
\t is,, that fucl^ fouls move fo flpwJy in Qod'a 
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fervice ; they are juft like PharaoVs chariots, \^ith- 
out wheels ; they perceive not the love of Chrift, 
cither ia the clear revelation of bis fecrets, or in the 
free community of his graces, or in the fanflifying 
and fweetening of their itr'rals, or in fealing the par- 
don of their fms. Oh! the want 1 Oh! themifery 
of this wrant ! 

Thus i^r of their want^, that negteCl this duty of 
looking unto Jefui. 



Vi^Mr«ttPS*N*^^ 



SECT. VI. 



Motives from our Riches, in cafe we are 
Lively iu this Duty. 

2. £*OR our richeJs, in cafe we are lively in this 
duty ! Oh ! the l>le&d incomes to fuch fouls ! W6 
may rtck^n up htre thofe very particulars which 
the oth^r wanted : 

1. That Chrift gives light unto them. As the 
receiviqg of the fun gives light to the body, fo the 
receiving of the funof rigbteoufnefs gives fpiritual, 
heavenly, ccqfnfbftable light to tbejr fouls. 

2. That Chrift ghses grace aird holineis unto 
them. Gf his fulnefs we. receive grace for grace. 
As the prmt upon ^e wkx aafwets to 0he feal, or 
as the chara£tei^ upon tdtie Son avifwers to the Fa- 
ther 5 fo ttaere are certa'm (lamps of the grace of 
Chrift upon the faints^ that what good they do, it 
fprings not from elxternal motives only, but from 
Chrift working in them. 

3. That Chrift gives content or fattsfa£bion unto 
them. A« the pearl Satisfied the merchants in the 

£ arable, fo Chrift fatisfieth the foul with under- 
anding, with the fenfe of his love in the heart, 
with fure and bleffed peace in the confcience. 
They that rightlyJaok unto Jefus, may fay as Jacob 
did, / have enough. ■' 
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4; That Chrift gives life unto them*. He that 
hath the Son, bath life. He that hath Chrift in 
his heart, as a root of life living in him, or as a 
king fetting up his throne vtrithin him, or as a 
bridegroom betrothing himfelf in loving kindnefs to 
him, he hath life, the life of grace, and the earned 
of the life of glory. 

, 6. That Chrift gives a tafte of his goodnefs unto 
them. They cannot look unto.him, but he makes 
them joyful with the feeling of himfelf and fpirit : 
and hence it is that many times they^ break out 
into pfalms and hymns, and fpiritual fongs, and 
make melody in their hearts unto the Lord. Here 
is a goodnefs of illumination, regeneration, fan£ti- 
ficarion, and fpiritual freedom flowing from Chrift 
to the fouls of his faints, which to carnal men is a 
fealed well, whofe waters their palates never tafted. 

6. That Chrift gives the fenfe of his love to 
them. They cannot look on Chrift, but they fee 
him loving and embracing their bumble fouls ; they 
fee him binding up their broken hearts ; they be- 
hold him gathering to himfelf, and bearing in the 
bofompf his love, and comforting with the promifes 
of his word their wounded fjMrits ; they behold him 
like Jacob ferving io the heat and in the cold for 
Rachel, (erving^ in manifold afflidions from his cra- 
dle to his crofs, to make a fpoufe unto himfelf. 

7. That Chrift gives the fenfe of his own worth 
and excellency unto them. They fee now in Chrift 
is wifdom furpafting the brightnefs of the fun, 
even all the treafuresof wifdom ; in Chrift is power 
excelling the ftrength of rocks, he is not only ftrong 
but ftrength itfelf ; in Chrift is honour tranfcend- 
ing all the kings of the earth, for he is King of 
kings, and Lord of lords; in Chrift is beauty excel- 
ling the rofe of Sharon, and lilly of the vallies, he 
is. Fairer than all the flowers of the field, than all 
the precious ftones of the earth; than all the 
lights in the firmament, than all the faints aui4 
angels in the bigheft heavens. 
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S. That Chrift gives all things unto them. Jll 
things are yours (faith the apoftle) whether Paul, or 
ApolloSy or Cephas^ or the world, or lifCy or deaths 
or things prefcnt^ or things to come, all are yours ^ 
and you are ChriJVs, and Chrift is Gvd's. All 
things are yours : firft, all the minifters of Chrifl 
from the higheft to the loweft, .whether Paul, or 
Apollos, or Cephas ; they are your fervants, they 
are men that watch over yq« for your falvation. 
Secondly, thp world is yours : indeed the world 
ftands but for your fakes, if your number wiel-eljut 
once completed, quickly would the world be fet 
on fire. Thirdly, life is yours: it is a fitting you 
for a better life, even for eternity. Fourthly, death 
as yours: for you (hall die juft then when it is 
beft for you. Death ihail ferve but as a fcrvaAt to 
your advantage. Fifthly, things prefent, and things 
to come, are yours. Godliuels hath the proraife of 
this life, and of that which is to come. Sixthly, the- 
Lord himfelf is yours : take God^ and look on him' 
in his greatnefs, in his raig;hty power, even this 
great God, the Lord of heaven and earth is yours;! 
he is yours and all that he hath is yours, and all^ 
that he doth is yours, and all tbat he can do is 
yours. / will be thine {faitb God to Abraham) / 
will be to thee an exceeding great reward. Hey^ is 
a catalogue, -an inventory of a chriftiaTi's riches :' 
have Chrift and have all. When an heathen was 
but aflced, where all his treafure was, he anfwered,' 
where Cyrus my friend is : and if any afk you/ 
where all your treafure is, you may anfwer, where 
Chrift your friend is: in this refpeft you may truly 
fay, there is no end of your riches; they are called 
the unfearchable riches of Chrift. Paul could find 
no bottom of thefe riches. Oh 1 who would not 
look unto Jefus ? If Chrift be yours, God is ydurs, 
the Father is yours, the Son is yours, the Spirit is 
yours, all the promifes are yours; for in Chrift they' 
are all made, and for him they fhall be performed. 
<?ome, let the proud man boaft in his honour, an4 
7 Oo 
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the mighty man in his valour, and the rich man m 
his wealth ; but let the chriftian pronounce himfelf 
happy, only happy, trqly happy, fully happy, in 
beholding Chrift, enjoying Chrift, having; Chrift, 
in looking unto Jefus. 



LOOKING UNTO JESUS. 

(FROM THE CR^ATIPN UKJIL |JIS ?|a$T CPMISft. 

CHAP. I. 
Sect. J . Of Chrift pramifed by Degrees. 



I 



N this period we (hall firft lay down the obje^ % 
^nd then direfit you how to look upon it. 

The obje£l is Jefus, carrying on the work of 
man's falvation in that dark time before his porping 
in the fleih. 

No fooner is the world made^ and the things 
therein, but man was created. And now it was 
that .God's eternal purpofe was to com^ into execu- 
tion. Indeed at the firft there was no need of 
Chrift ; for man was made in holinefs, the image 
of Godi and to bear rule over the reft of the vifible 
creatures ; though this his ftate was but of a (]iort 
fiandjng ; for it was not long before Adam by his 
fin deprived himfelf, and all his pofterity of the 
image of God. All mankind was in his loins, fo 
by the apppintment of God all mankind partake 
with him in the guilt of his fins. 

In this fad hour of temptation God ftept in. He 
will not leave man without hope: he tells the 
devil who begun this mifchief, / willput enmity 
between thee and the womaiiy and between thy feed 
and her feed: it Jlialt bruife thy heady and thott 
Jkalt bruife his he^L At the stry inft^nt^ wheii 
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God was pronouncing judgmertt upon the feveral 
delinquents, nay, before judgment was pronounced 
on tbe perfons tempted, Jefus is hinted, the cove-^ 
nant of grace is proclaimed. Oh 1 the infinite 
riches of the mercy of God in Chrift ! 

But you will fay, how comes Jefus in ?, HoW 
carried he on the great work of our falvation iti 
this dark time ? 

I sinfwer, 1. By afTuming the ihape of man, and 
fo difcharging fome fpecial offices. We read often 
of Ghrift's apparation before \\h incarnation^ and 
then, efpecially when he had to do with man's 
eternal happrnefs. After man had finned, Chrift 
apfieared to Adam, then to Abraham, then to Ifaac» 
then to Jacob, then to Mofes. Firft, he appeared 
to Adam in the garden : Jnd they heard the voice 
of the Lord God walkhig in t/te garden in the cool 
of the day. ; God» as he is God, hath neither voice 
to fpeaky nor feet to walk, but afluming the fortxx 
c»f a man be exercifed both ; and fo he was the 
firft that pubRflied that firft promife to the worlds 
Itjhall bruije thy head.~2. He appeared to Abra«* 
hsm in the plain of Mamre, where the Lord talked 
with Abraham ; and Abraham calls him the judge 
qfali the ewtAy which can be afcribed to none but 
Cbrillthejudlge of quick and dead. — 3. He ap» 
peasedito mac. Gen. xxvi. 2. — and to Jacob, Gen* 
xxxii 24, 30. — and to Mofes,. Exod. xx. lyQ, 3..—*, 
and to many others : and thefe apparations of Chrift 
were as praeludium$ of hi^ incarnation. 

2. Chrift carried on the great work of our fal- 
vation inr the dark time, not by himfelf exhibited 
(as when he was incarnate) bul only promifed. 
The great King would firft have his harbingers^ to 
lead the way, before he would come in perfon. 

To this purpofe we rezsdy that as Chrift, fo tho 
covenant of grace (which applies Chrift to us) wa> 
firft promifed, and then promulgated. The cove- 
nant of promife was- that covenant which God 
made with Adam, Abraham, Mofes, and David, 
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and afl :Jfrae] in Jefus Chrift; to be incarnate, 
crucified, and to rife from the dead; and it was 
meet that the promife fhould go before the gofpeliy 
and be fulfilled in the gofpeJ, that fo great a good 
might earneftly be defired, before it was beftowetJ. 
In a tiflie of darknefs men defire light. As the 
morning watch watcheth and longeth for the morn- 
ing, fo the obfcure revelation of Chrift in a promife 
raifed the hearts of the patriarchs to an earneft 
dcfire of Chrift's coming in the fiefli. But in this 
obfcurity we may obferve fome degrees : before 
the law given by Mofes the promife was more 
obfcure ; the law being given, even to the time of 
the prophets, the promife was a little more clear : 
in the time of the prophets, even to .John the bap- 
tift, it was clearer yet 5 as the coming of the Meffias 
did approach nearer and nearer, fo was the promife 
clearer and clearer fiiil. Juft as the approach of 
the fun is nearer or further off^> fo is the. light that 
goes before it greater or leffef : in Hke maiyner was 
the revelation that went befofe Ghrift more dim or 
clear, as the rifing of the fun of righteoufnefs was 
inore remote, or nigh at hand. My prefent bufinefa 
is to fet forth Jefus in the covenant of grace as 
promifed j and becaufe the promife receives diC- 
tinftion of degrees according to the feveral break- 
ings out of it to the dark worlds we will confider 
it as it was manifefted, 
: 1. From Adam until Abraham. 

2. From Abraham until Mofes. 

S. From Mofes until David. 
' 4. From David until the Babylonifli captivity. 
. S. From the captivity until Chrift. 
^ In every qf thefe periods will appear further and< 
further difcoveries of God's mercy in Chrift ; of 
Oiir Jefus.carrying on the great work of man's fal- 
vation in that dark time. 
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S E C T. II. 

Of the Covenant of Promife as manifeft 
in Adam. 

HE covenant of grace is a compaft made be- 
twixt God and man, touching reconciliation, and 
life eternal by Chrift. This gracious covenant was, 
immediately after the fall, expreffed in thefe words, 
/ will put enmity between thee and the woman, and 
between thy feed and her feed i it fhall briiife thy 
heady and thou fialt buife his heeC 

This promife contains good news of the over- 
throw of fatan's kingdom, and of man's freedom 
by the death of Chrift. 

For the fenfe of Che words we fhall ^pen thefe 
terms, 1. Who is the ferpent? 2. Who is the 
woman ? 3. What is the feed oJFthe ferpent ? 4. 
What is the feed of the woman ?. 5. What is that 
hu [in our bible tranflated it ?] 6. What is t)ie 
ferpent's head, and the bruifing of it ? 7. What is 
the heel of the feed of the woman, and the bruifing 
of it ? 8 Amongft whom was the enmity, or rather 
enmities? (for in the text we find many) ; I will 
put enmity between thee and the woman^ and between 
thy feed and her feed. 

1. Who is the ferpent ? It was both fatan and 
the ferpent ; the ferpent poffeffed of the devil. 
Satan could not provoke our firft parents to^fin by 
any inward temptation, nor could he enter into their 
bodies or minds ; and therefore he prefumed to 
take a beaft of the earth, and by difpofing of his 
tongue he fpeaks within him. 

Such was God*s love to man, that he condemns 
both the author and inftrument of that evil ; as one 
that in anger breaks the fword wherewith his fon 
or his friend was wounded. The ferpent is punifli- 
ed according to the letter of the text, and fatan ill 
the fpiritual meaning. .. . .> 
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2. The ^oraan wherefover mentioned in thfs 
text, is Eve, and none but Eve j (he it was whonx 
the tempter had feduced, and in juft judgment for 
her iamiliaiity with the temptcf God meets /with 
her, faying to the {QT:peoX^ I mill put enmity between 
thee and the woman. 

S.. The feed of the ferpent is taken colle£Uvelyry 
for all the families of devils, fpr the devil and his s 
angels (a&Chrift calls them) and for all the fons of 
thedevH, i.e. for all reprobate men,, whofe father 
and priiice is the devil; as Chrift told the Jews^ 
Ye are qf ^xxr fatlier the devil, arid the lufisofyour 
father ye will da: and as John tells irs,^ He that 
committethjinis of the deviL — In this the childi*en 
of God are manifeft, and the children of the devil* 

4. The feed of the woman is that pofterity of 
the woman which, do not degenerate into the feed 
of the ferpent. — " Hence all that will live godly in 
Chrift Jefus ibaH fufFer perfecutiop*" (feith the 
apoftle) " And I will put enmity (JTaith God) be- . 
tween thee aind the woman ; alfo between thy feed 
?ind her (ttd/^ And wha can deny but thefe en- 
mities have been ever £nce betwixt fatan's brood 
and the faints B 

5. What is that hu^ |ia our bible trauffated,. it F\ 
It fliall* bruife thy head? He or it,, or that fame 
feed, i. e. one perfonof that fame {eed, even Jefus 
the Son of the living God. Here is the firff hint 
of Jefus that ever was read, or heard of in this 
world. This was the firft gofpel that ever wa» 
publi(6ed after rbe creation. Oh! bleffed news, 
pt far God's mouth to fpeak,. and to break firfr to 
the world, now fallen 1 As David alone of all the 
noil of ffrael goes forth to fight with Goliah, and 
overcomes 'bim;' fo Chrift alone of aJf the iJeed of 
the woman was to fi^ht with the ferpent, to over* 
^mt, )i\m^ and to bruife his head. 

. (2,!) The bfuifing of the hea.d doth plainly diC^ 
cover this a/, or he^ is Jefus Chrift : for none can 
Jbruife the ferpcni's head but only Gxx^i TIie.GrQ4 
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icf peace (faitli the apotle) Jhail bruffefalun under 
your feet Jhorthj. Now there wras none of llie fee4 
of the woman, that was ever God hiit only Chrift, 
God-man, bleflfed for ever ; and therefore it muft 
needs be Chrift, and only Chrift^ that can bmife 
this ferpent's head. 

(3.) God hirafelf in other pl«ce« of (fcriptnre 
doih expreflly declare that tWs feed here proroiied 
is Chrift. Mark but where tWs promife i« repeat* 
ed to the patriarchs, as when the Lord faid %o 
Abraham, In thy feed Jhall all the nations of the 
earth be bkjffed : and when the Lord faid to David, 
IzOill raife up thy feed after thee, wkidhfhall pe ef 
tkyfvnsy and I wilbejlabii/h his kingdom s and yoa 
may fee it dear that tMs feed is Chrift, and only 
Chrift: -that promiTe to Abraham th« apoftle fo 
interprets, Now to Abraham and his feed zoere the 
promifes made s he faith not, and to feeds a& of 
matiy, but as of one, and t^ thy feed, which is 
Chrift : and that promife to David, the prophet fo 
rnterprct$, He fhall Jit upon the tfirone of David^, 
and upon his Icingdam to order it. Hind to ejiablijk 
it. — Who is that ? \n the former verfc, hfe name i4 
Wonderful, Cotinfellor, the ' mighty HoA, ftje' 
everlafling Father, the Prince of peace. 

Yet I will not deny, bdjt by way of p^rticipa-^ 
tibn. this promife may pertain to the whole body of 
Chrift: Through him that l(wed us we are mare 
than conquerorSy faith the apoftle. We may con-^ 
<juer fatan, though not in our own ftrength ; and fo| 
m a fecondary fe«fe, by way of commnnicatiot} 
with Chrift, uncjer this feed all the faithful may 
be contained : 1. Becaufe the head and m^mberfif 
are all one body. Both he that fanaifiedi, and they 
who are fanftified are all one. 2- Becaufe th<r 
faithful are called the feed of Chrift. When thou 
(halt make thy foul an offering for fin, he (hall fee 
his feed. 3. Becaufe Satan's overthrow by Chrift 
our head is difFufed to all the members. In this 
fenfe niany exten4 this feed to the whole body p£ 
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Cbrift ; but prifl^iarily and properly it belongs to 
none hilt the L^rd Jefus Chrift. 

6. What is the ferpent's head, and tne bruifing 
pf it ? !• For the ferpeqt's head, it is the power, 
r^ge, reign and kingdom of fa tan. It is obferved 
that in the head of a ferpent lies the ftrength, 
power, and life of a ferpent ; fo by a phrafe of 
ipeech fitted to the condition of this ferpent that 
was fatan's inftrument, God tells the devil of the 
danger of his head, i. e. of his power and king*, 
donn Now this power and kingdom of fatan con* 
iifts mQre efpecially in fin and death ; for the fiing 
of d^ath is fin, aad the power of death is in fatan. 
?. For the bruifing of this head, it is the overthrow- 
ing of fat^n's power. He iball bruife thy head, 
l. e. Chrift fliaU break thy power, Chrift (hall deftroy 
fiUf and death, and him that hath the power of 
()eath, that is the devil. I fay Chrift fball do it, 
though as I have fai(| in a fecondary Jenfe the 
faitbrul (ball do it. Cbrjft overcomes by his own 
power, and the fai|;hfi|l overcome by the power of 
phrift. The ferpent's Jiead is bruifed, (i.e.) the 
devil, apd |in, and death, and bell are overthrown ^ 
notoqiy t}ie devil in his perfon^ but the works of 
the devil, which by tbe fal) he«bad plaotdd in our 
natures; as, pride, va}n*gl6ry, ignorance, luft; not 
bnly fatap's'i^orks, but the fruits and effeds of 
bis work;, ^ d^atb and hell ; fo that all the faithful 
may. (ing wi^b Paul, " O death, where is thy fting ? 
O grave, where is jhy viftory ? Thapks be to God 
which gjves uif the vi£|ory through Jefus Chrift our 
Lord; 

7. What U the heel of the feed of the woman, 
and the bruifing of it ? 1. The heel is the humanity 
of Chrift. 2. The bruifing of hi§ heel, isi the mi- 
feries, mockings, woundipgs, death and burial of 
Chrift, all which he endured in his heel, i. e. in his 
humanity ; or, it extends further, to all the hurts, 
reproaches, affli£tions, perfecutions of the faithful 
\j(y the devil and his agents. 
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5. AriiODgft i^hom was the enmity, ot* this hofttle 
^Var ? We find in the text three hods^ and thre6. 
. battles: 

i. Betwixt fatan and the woman, I will put en^ 
mity betwien thee und the woman: (i.e.) betwixt 
thee the feducer, and her whom thou haft fedu- 
ced. This enmity is ojppofed to the amity^ 
which had been between the.woraian, and the fer* 
pent ; not but that enmity muft be betwixt the de-* 
vil and man, as well as betwixt the devil and the 
Woman : but becaufe the woman had more tamper* 
ed with fatan^ and being deceived by fatan, waa 
firft in the tranfgreilion, therefore (he is only named, 
I will put enmity between thee and the woman. 

2. Betwixt fatan 's feed, and the feed of the wo- 
man. / will put enmity^ not only between thee and 
the woman, but alfo between thy feied and her feed^ 
as if he had faid» This enmity (hall not ceafe with 
the death of the woman, but it (hall continue to 
her feed, and her feeds feed, even to the end of thc^ 
world. We fee lo this day how the ferpent and ' 
ferpents feed are warring againft the churdh ; and 
a wonder it is confidering the malice of the enemy^ 
that there is a church upon earth, but only that we 
have Chrift's promife. The gates of hell Jhall not 
preval againjt it y and lo I am with you alivays^ 
even to the end of the world. 

3. Betwixt Chrift and the ferpent. This is a 
bloody confli6l on both (ides. He fhall bruife thy 
head, and thou Jhalt bruife his heel. 1. He Jhall 
bruife thy head ; Chrift (ball break thy power* 
He fights not fo much with the feed, as with the 
ferpent: if fatan be overthrown^ his feed cannot 
(land. 2. Thou fhalt britife his heel; thou (halt 
afHi£t him and his» thou (halt caft our of thy mouth 
a flood of perfecutions ; thou (halt make war with 
him, and all them which keep the commandments 
of God, and have the tcftimony of Jefus Chrift. 

We learn hence I. That a Saviour was promifecl 
from the beginning of the world. 2. That this Sz^ 
1 P p 
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iriour fliould free all bis faints from fin^ death, an ^ 
bell ; the head and the power of the devil. 3. That 
to this end this Saviour fhould be a Mediator ; for 
God would not grant an imdaediate pardon» but the 
promifed feed muft intervene. 4. That this Medi- 
ator, fliould be of the feed of the woman ;. that is a 
man, and yet flronger than the devil^ endued witb 
a divine power, and fa he is God. 5^. That this 
Man-God (bould, according to his prieftly office, be 
a facrifice for (my the ferpent (hould bruifis bis heely 
he (hould fuffisr and die for the people ; and ye ft 
according to his kingly office he fliouki overcome 
fatan ; for htjliould brutfe lUs> /tead, overthrow his- 
kingdom, and make us more than conq^uerors. 6«. 
That this promife of Ghrift, and of our juftification 
is free j God of mere mercy and fr^e grace,, brings 
forth this promife. There could be now after the' 
fall no merit in man ;. and even now he promifethr 
vemiffion of fins and life eternaly in^ for, and through 
the Lord Jefus Cbrift. No queftion but in belief 
of this promife^ the patriarchs and fathers of old 
obtained life^ and glory ^ and immortality. By 
faith the elders obtained a good report. By faitb 
Abel obtained witnefs that he was righteous. By 
faith Enoch was tranilated that he £ould not fee 
death. By faith Noah became heir of the righte- 
oufnefs of Chrift» And how fliould it but revive 
1^ in thefe laft times, to hear that the firft thing 
that ever God did after the world was fallen, wa» 
this a£l of mercy, to make a promife of Ghrift, and 
tp reconcile loft man to himfelf through the fame 
Jefus Chrift ? Surely he began to do that foon,. 
which he meant to be always doing, even to the. 
end of the world. Thus far of the promife^ as ife 
was mamiefted from Adam to Abraham^ 
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SECT. IIL 

Of the Covenant of Promifs as manifejlei 
to Abraham, 



HE fecond breaking forth of this gracious cove- 
nant, was to Abraham ; and now it (hines in ^ more 
^iorJQUs light thaii it did before. At firft it Wasv 
propounded in dark terms ^ but in this fecond itaa*. 
nifeftation> we have it laid down in plainer teroisrv 
/ will tjiablijh my <ov€nant between me and thee^- 
and thf feed after thee^ in tJteir generation for am 
eoerlafting covenant ^ to ben God to thee, and to thy^ 

feed after thee ^..^For the right underltandin^ (K> 

this, we (hall eKanaine tfaefe particulars. 

1. What covenant is ? 

2. What is the eftablifliing of this covenant ? * r 

3. Betwixt whom is the covedant to be eftab*- 
liihed? 

. 4. For what time is the eftabli(bed covenant to 
endure. 

5. What are the privileges of this covenant ? 

6. What is the condition of this covenant? 

7. Who is the head, both as the Undertaker** 
purchafer, and treafurer, upon whom this covenant 
IS eftablilhed ? 

* 1 • What is a covenant ? It is a contra^ of mw * 
tual peace and good will^ pbliging parties on bdth< 
hands to the performance of mutal ofBces. Thus* 
was the covenant betwixt God and Abraham ; 
there was a mutual dipulation in it on God's part, 
to perform his promifes of temporal, fpiritual, and 
eternal grace ; ai^d on Abraham's part to receive 
this grace by faith, and to perform due obedience, 
to God. Hedce a Iktle nearer, we fay the cove- 
nant is a mutual compact betwixt God and man^ 
whereby God promifed all good things, efpecially 
eternal happinefs unto man \ ajptd man doth promife, 

Pp2 
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to walk before God in all acceptable, free, ant} 
willing obedience, expefting all good from God, 
and happinefs in God, according to his pron)ife, 
for the praife and glory of his grace. Others dc- 
fcribe the covenant of grace thus : The covenant of 
grace is a free and gracious company which God^ 
oj his mere mercy, in Jefus Chrift, hath made tvifk 
finful man, promifing unto him pardon of fins and 
eternal happinefs, if he will but repent of fn, and 
embrace mercy, reaching forth by faith unfeigned^ 
and walk before God in willing, faithful, andjin^ 

cere obedience. In this defcriptron many things 

are confidered 2 As, 1. That the author ot this co- 
Tenant is God ; not as our Creator, but as our mer* 
ciful God and Father in Chrift Jefus. 2. That the 
caufe of this covenant is not any worth, or dignity, 
or merit in man, but the mefe mercy, love, and fa- 
vour of God. S. That the foundation of this cove- 
nant is Jefus Chrift, in and through whom we are 
reconciled unto God ; for fince God and man wer^ 
feparated by fin,nocovenantcanpafs betwixt them, 
no Reconciliation canbe expe£ted, nor pardon ob- 
tained but in and through a Mediator. 4. That the 
party covenanted with, is finful man ; the fall of our 
firft p4rent« was the occafion of this covenant ^ and 
Q<A was pleafed to permit the fall, that he might 
manifeft the riches of his mercy in man's recovery.' 
5. That the form of this covenant ftaftds on God's 
part in gracious and free promifesf of forgivcnefs, 
Itolinefs, and happinefs ; and on man's part in a 
reftipulationi of fuch duties as will ftand with the 
free grace and mercy of God in Chrift. Q. That 
the (tipulation on iftan's part requir-ed, is repent- 
ance for fin, belief in the promifes, and a yield^i 
ing of fear, reverence, worflbip, and obedience to 
God according to his word. 

2. What is the eftabliOiing of this covenant ? 
The Lord had before made a covenant with Abm^ 
hftm. Gen. xv. 4, 5. And now doth he not aWfr 
\\% the former;^ aad ipaHe another I but utl^ 9011^ 
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firms, and eftabliiheth the former. It may bp 
there was fome doubting in Abraham ; but now 
God would affure him infallibly of his will : So he 
added the feal of circumcifion. Ye Jhall circumcijc 
ihejiejh of your fore-Jkin (faith God) and it Jhall be 
a token of the covenant betwixt me and you. But 
what is circumcifion to the covenant ? Much every 
way, Circumcifion was not without (bedding of 
blood, becaufe the covenant was not yet eftablifli- 
cd in the blood of the Mefliah: fure there was much 
In this, however the right of itfelf was nothing ; yet 
9S it led the faithful Patriarchs to the blood of Chrift, 
and as it affured the purging away of fin by the 
blood of Chrift, and as it figned the circumcifion 
of the heart by the fpirit of Chrift, fo it found 
Vceptance with God. 

3. Betwixt whom is the covenant to be eftablifh- 
ed ? Betwixt me and thee (faith God) end thy feed 

' after thee. Two heads of this covenant are God 
and Abraham ; oh God's part are whole trinity of 

- perfons, the bleffed angels, and all the hofts of 
heaven ; on Abraham's part are all his feed ; (i, e.) 
t^e fpiritual feed of Abraham. Now under the 
feed, \. AH believing Jews, and 2. All Gentiles 
ire comprehended. All may be called the Spiri- 
tual feed of Abraham, that walk in the fteps or the 
faith of Abraham ; and indeed thus runs the pro* 
mife : In thee Jhall all the families of the earth be 
blejed, Gen. xii. ?• And in thee fkall all nations 
of the earth be bleffed^ Gen. xviii. 18. Chriftians ! 
here is your happinefs ; the covenant was not 
written iir Abraham's fake alone, but for us alio, 
if we believe on him that raifed up Jefus our Lord 
frond the dead. You inay think all this while we 
are only difcovering the privilege5 of Abraham, 
ifaac, and Jacob, and of the Jews; no, bleffed be 
(jod ! Heaven is no freer to a Jew, than to a Gen- 
tile* There is neither Jew nor Creek, there is nei^ 
(hef" bond nor free, male nor female. But if ye be 
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Chrift's, tl^i are ye Abraham's feed, and heirs 
4iccordhig to the promife. 

4. For what time is the eftablifhed covenant to 
endure ? It is not for a fevir days, or months, or 
years, but for ever and ever ; it is an everlafting 
covenadt ^ and indeed the word eftablifhed^ founds 
this way, I will eflabliflimy covenant, I v^ill h^ve 
St ftand and continue for ever* 

What are the privileges of the covenant ? I an* 
fwer, as they are great things, and great bleifings 
which our great God, promifeth, fo thev are very 
many and numerous. The covenaut is full of blef^ 
fings ; it is ^ rich ftore^houfe, repleniibed with all 
manner of blei&ngs ; it is not dry, nor bsirren, but 
like the fat olive or fruitful vine 5 it is a well of faJ- 
vation, a fountain of good things^ a treafure full of 
goods or unfearcbabie riches, which can never be 
emptied. Hence it is that our narrow capacities 
can never apprehend. the infinite grace that this 
covenant contains^ yet as we ma^ fee things <iarkly 
Id a map, fo let us endeavour as we are able to view 
theni in fome map : that by the little we fee, we 
may be raifed up to the confideratipn of things not 
ieen, which (hall be revealed in due time. 

The privilege^ of tHe covenan«t ^re folded up ia 
the promifes of it : Every promife contains a privi- 
lege, but the time of unfolding, every promife is not 
yet come. Then only ihail all the promifes of all 
forts be unfolded, when ttie heavens as a vefture 
Iball be folded up. I (halt /or the prefent confine 
myfelf to thofe promifes and privileges, which were 
mamfefted to Abraham. And they were 

1 . Of things tiemporal. Thus we read God pro- 
mifeth Abraham, I will make qf thee a great nation^ 
and I wiU bte/sthee and make thy name great, ofid 
iltouj^alt be a blejfmg ; and I will blefs them. that 
hUfs tliee, and curfe him that curfeth thee, and unta 

ihyfeed mill I give this Land. Bymy/elf/iave I 

/worn, faith the Lard, that in ble/jling I will 6iejs 
thee, and in multiplying / ivill multiply thy feed as 
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the Jars of the beaveuy and as the fond upon the Jed 
Jharcy and thy feed Jkall poje/s tlie gate of his 
enemies. 

1. I wU) make of thee a great natioa, It feeni- 
td a thing, mcrediblet becaufe Abraham was old* 
and Saiah was barren and old ; yet for all this G€<t 
is aU-fufficient ; Abraham (hall have his deiire, he 
fliall be a father^ net only of a few children^ b«t of 
a numerous nation^ yea of many nations* 

2. I will blefs thee, faith. God : And this bfef- 
fing had relation to his wealth, Abraham was very 
rick in cattle^ in fitoer and in gold. No queftioft 
thofe riches came from this bkffing. The bleffing 
^the Lord it maketh rich. 

S« I will make thy name great, faith God. No. 
monarch was ever fo famous in conquering nations, 
as Abraham for his faith and obedieoce^ God hath 
magnified his name amongft the Hebrews^ who for 
thefe three thoufand years and np^vards have 
acknowledged none (except Mofes) £;reater than 
Abraham ; And God hath fo magnrned his name 
amongft chriftians, that all believers look upon it 
as a g^ory to be called children of Abraham. 

4. Unto thy feed I will give this land, faith God^ 
as an everlafting pojbffiony Gen. xvii. 8». The an- 
fwer is, that the word tranikted everlafting, dodi 
not ever figntfy that which (hall have no end, but 
an age, a term, or continuance ; as it was faid of 
Samuel, Recall appear before fhe Lord, and there 
abide forever, i. e. as long as he lived. And the 
defolationa of the captivity were Called pcrpetHML 
defoliations,^ i. e. long defolationftv even' for (event/ 
jfcars. 

2. Of things fptritualy thw we read, ^' Fetfr noff 
Abraham, I am thy fhietd,^ and thy eaboeeding great 
reward; lam God ali*fo$eieiir op onmipotent, the 
Almighty God, and I witi be a God unto thee, and 
to thy feed after thee :** Ol what precioa« promt- 
fes are thefe f — 1. I am thy fliield, to* keep thee 
from all evii^ iaa\k a ftield tba«Bo crtaturacaaprf ^ 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



( 304 ) . 

ttirough, fuch a fhield as (hall cover thee about.^-^9f 
** I am thy exceeding great reward : I am the AI^ 
mighty God : I will be a God unto thee." This ii 
the very foul of the covenant^ and of all the promifes 
of God. All I am is thine^ myfelf, my goods» my 
grace, my glory, whatfoever is in me, all that £ 
have, and all my attributes afe thine* My power^ 
my wifdom, my goodnefs^ my riches, whatfoever 
is mine in the whole world, I will give it thee for thy 
portion. I and all that I have are thine, for thy 
ufe. — Chriftians t was not this an exceeding great 
reward? Who can underftand the height, and 
depth, and length, and breadth of this reward ? — 
Surely happy is the people that is in fuch a cafe ^ ' 
yea, happg/ is that people whofe God is the Lotd. 

€. What is the condition of this covenant ? I an->i 
iwer, the condition of the covenant of grace is 
faith and only faith ; to this purpofe it was faid of 
Abraham, " he believed in the Lord, and he count- 
ed it to him for righteoufnefs.'* And that aft of 
faith, whereby Abraham believed that he (hould have 
z fon, and that his children fhould poflefs the land 
of Canaan, was a (hadow, a pledge of that main aj^. 
of faith, whereby he believed the promifed feed, iii 
whom himfelf and all the nations of the earth ihould 
be bleifed. But let this be remembered^ that Abra-^ 
ham did not only believe the temporal promifes, but 
every promife ; " as I will be thy ftiield, and thy 
exceeding great reward : Now who is our fliield but 
Chrift ?" And who is our reward but Chrift ? Ef. 
pecially he believed the promife of the feed ; and 
who is the head of the feed but Chrift ?— Yea, he 
believed in that promifed feed, in whom all the 
natioAs of the earth (hould be bleifed ; and who 
was that but Chritt ? — ^Your Father Abraham (faith 
Chrift) rejoiceth to fee my day, and he faw it, and 
was glad. He faw it I How CQuld he fee it ? Thou 
art not yet fifty years old, faid the Jews) and haft 
thou feen Abraham ? Or could Abraham fee thee^ 
or t^y day ?--Ycs, even then he faw it when he be-. 
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lieved in Chrift, He could fee it no other ways 
btSt by faith ; and therefore no queftion he beh'eved 
in C^rift, and that was counted to him for righte* 
oufnefs, 

?• Who is the head both as undertaker, and » 
purchafer, and treafurer upon whom this covenant * 
is' eftabiiflied ? I anfwer, Chrift : All the promifes 
of God in him are yea and amen, unto the glory of 
God Sy us. This was darkly fet forth in the firft 
manifeftation of the covenant to Adam^ but in this 
fecond, it is fully expreffed and often repeated ; 
thus Gen. xii. 3. '^ In thee (hall all the families « 
of the earth be blelled ; and Gen. xvili* 18. AH 
the nations of the earth fhall be blefled in Abrahitm, ; 
attd Gen. xxii. 18. In thy f^ed ihall all thfe na- 
tions of the earth be blefled/- In comparing thefe 
texts we have a clear underftanding thereof; In 
thee, in Abraham, (hall all the faniilies alid ba*^* 
tions of the earth be blefl^ed ; but left Abraham him- 
felf (houlcJ lie thought author gf this univerfal blef- 
iing, therefore is the explication, in thee, i. e. lA 
thy feed ; which faith the Apdftle expreflly, is 
Jefus Chrift. 

Thus far of the covenant of promife as it was 
manifefted from Abraham to MofesJ 



si^cT. ly. 

Of the Copena^ft qf Promife as wfliiifefted to 

Mofes. 

HE next breaking forth of this gracious covenant 
was to Mofes. The revenging juftice of God ha^ 
now feized on mankind for many generations, fo 
that now it was high time for God in the midtt of 
wrath to remember mercy, and tp break out into a 
clearer ex^reffion of the promife, .To tl^is purpofe 
7 / Qq 
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the Lord calls up Mofes to mount Sinai^.and tb^re 
of bis infi/^ite loveandundeferved mercy be makos^ 
and renews, his covenant with him and the children 
of Ifrael. " 1 am the Lord thy God, which brought 
thee out of the Jand of Egypt, out of th^ houfe of 
bondage; Thou fhalt have no other Gods before 
me. ' 

For the right underftanding of this, we (hall ex- 
amine, thefe particulars : 

1. Whether the law wals. delivered in a cove- 
jiant way ? . 

2. In what jfenfe is the law a covenant of 
grace ? ; . 

3. How may it appear that the law in any fenfe 
U a covenant of grace ? . 

4., Why. fliould God in the law deal with us in 
a coyenantrWay, rather than a mere abfolute 
fuprcnje'Way ? . 

5. What are the good things promifed in this 
eypreflion of the covenant ? 
. 6, What is the coAdition of this covenant on our 
part ? 
, 7, Wh© ^?is the rtiediator of ^thi^i covenant ? 

8. What of ChriH,. and bis deaths do we find, 
in this manifeftaiion of the covenant ? 

For the Ijrft, Whether the Law was delivered in 
9 covenant-way ? — It is affirmed on thefe grounds. 

1. In that it hath the .name of a covenant. — 2. 
In that it hath the real properties of a covenant. — 
1. The name of a covenant as it appears ip tbefc 
texts, "And the Lord faid unto Mofes, wrhe 
thefe words i for after , the ^enor of thefe words, 
I have njade a covenant with thee, and with 
Jfrael, And he wrote upon the tables the words 
of the covenant, the ten coramandmerits. — And he 
declared unto you his cpvenant, which he com- 
manded you to perform, f yen the ten command- 
ipents, and he wrote them upon two t^ble^ of 
4one/' 

2/ The law hath the re?l properties of a co^.e- 
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iiant) which are the mutual coufent and ftipuhtioti 
on both fides. You may fee a full relation of thife 
in Exod. xxiv. 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8. " And Mofes came 
and told al} the word's of the Lord, and all the 
judgments : And all the people anfwered with one 
voice, all the words which the Lord hatlj faid will 
we do. And Mofes wrote all the words of the 
Lord> and rofe up early in the morning, — and he 
took the book of the covenant, and read in thb 
audience of the people, and they faid. All that the 
Lord hath faid will we do, and be obedient. And 
Mofes took the blood, and'fprinkled it on the peo- 
ple, and faid. Behold the blood of the covenant, 
which the Lord hath made with you concerning all 
thefe words." In the words you may obferve 
thefe properties of a covenant ; — 1. That God on 
his part exprefleth his confent and willingnefs to 
be their God. — 2. That the people on their part 
give their full confent and ready willingnefs to be 
his fervants. 

2. In what fenfe is the law a covenant of grace ? 
I anfwer, the law may be confidered in feveral fen- 
fes; as, 1. Sometimes it fignifies largely any hea- 
venly doflrine, whether it be promife or precept, 
and in this fenfe the Apoftle tells us of the law of 
works, and of the law of faith. — 2. Sometimes it 
fignifies any part of the old tefiament in which 
fenfe Jefusanfwered the Jews, Is it not written in 
your Law, I faid ye are God's? — 3. Sometimes ft 
fignifies the whole (Economy, and peculiar difpen- 
fation of God's worfliip unto the Jews, in which 
fenfe it is faid to continue until John, The law and 
the prophets were until John. — 4. Sometimes it is 
taken for fome a£ls of the law only, Againft fuch 
there is no Law. — 5. Sometimes it is taken only 
for the ceremonial law. The law having a (hadow 
of good things to come. — 6. Sometimes it is taken 
for that part of the moral law, which is merely pre- 
ceptive, without any promife at all.— 7. Some- 
times it is taken for the whole moral'law^ with the 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



( ?08 ) 

f)reface and promlfes added to it ; and In this laft 
enfe we take it, when weTay it.is'a cdvenant of 
grace? 

3. How may it'appear that the law in this fenfc 
is a covenant of grace?— ^Ik appears, 1.' By that 
contraft betwixt God and Ifrael before the jpfomul- 
gation of the law. If yc will obey my voice indeed, 
and keep my covenant, then ye j^all be a peculiar 
treqfure unto vie above all people, for alt the earth 
is mine, aTtdyeJkall be unto me a kingdom of pfiejts, 
and an holy nation. Whereunto the prophet* Jere- 
ibiah hath reference, faying. Obey my voice, and do 
* according to all which I command you, fojhaltyou 
be my people, and I will be, your God. Both thefe 
Scriptures fpeak of the moral law, or ten cbmriiand- 
iTients, containing the preface and promifessand 
liow (hould that law be any other but a covenant 
of grace, which runs in this tenor, I will be your 
God, and you (hill be my people; my peculiar 
treafure; a kingdom of priefts, an holy nation, if 
you will hear and obey my comimandraents. iSurely 
^thefe privileges could never have been o'btalned by 
a covenant of works. What ? To be a kingddm of 
priefts, an -holy nation, a peculiar treafiire to the 
Lord ? — What ? To be beloved of God as a de- 
firable treafure (for fo it is in the originjal) which a 
king deliyers not into the hands of any of his officers, 
bujt Keepeth it tohimfelf ? This cannot be of works : 
no, no, thefe are privileges voqchfafed of mere grace 
in Jefus Chrift 5 and therefore Peter applies this very 
promife to the people of God under tlie gofpel, 
1 Pet. ii. 9. 

2. It appears by that contraft betwixt God and 
Ifrael in the promulgation of the law ; then it was 
that God proclaimed himfelf to be the God of Ifrael, 
faying, / am the Lord thy God, which brought thee 
,outofthe land of Egypt, out of the houfe of bondage. 
.This is a preface to the whole law, prefixed as a. 
reafon to perfuade obediepce to every cdmmand* 
'ment. But all acknowledge that it is a free co- 
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venarit, which promifeth pardon of fin, and requiV- 
eth faith in the M^ffiah. When God ftith fo 
Ifrael, I am the Lord thy God which broiight thee 
out of the land of Egypt, doth he 'not propound 
himfelfas their King, Judge, Saviour and Redeenrier; 
yea, and Spiritual Redeemer, fVofp their bondage of 
fin >^d fatan, whereof that temporal 'deliverance 
from E^ypt was a type? 

4. VVhy (hould God In the law deal with us m 
'li covenant-way rather than in a mere abfolute 
fupreme way? I anfwer, 1. In refpeft of God: it 
was his pleafure in .giving the law hot only to mani- 
feft his wifdom, and power, and fovereignty, but 
his faithfujnefs, and truth, and love, and" the glory 
of his grace. If he had given the prefcef)t wifhout 
any promife, he might fully have difcbvefied his 
fupreme power, but his dear love and faithful fiefs 
could not'have been known. Now thei^efofe let 
the world take notice of his fingular love and faith- 
fulnefs; as Mofes faid' to Ifrael, Becaufe the Lord 
loved you^ and becaufe he ivould keep the oath whick 
he had /worn unto your fathers^ hath the Lord 
brought you out with a mighty handy and redeemed 
you out of the hands of bondmen^ from the hand of 
^Fharaohi king of Egypt. Know therefore that the 
Lord thy God he is God, the faithful God, which 
keepeth covenant and mercy with them that love him, 
and keep his commandmejits to a thoufand genera^ 
tions. 

(2.) In refpeftofus, God would rather deal with 
us in a covenant- way, than in a mere abfolute fu- 
preme way, upon thefe grounds : — 1 . That he might 
bind us the rafter to himfelf. A covenant binds 
on both parts. The Lord doth not bind himfelf to 
us,, and leave us free ; no, / will bring you (faith 
God) into the bond of the covenant. You may fay 
a coirimand binds as well as a covenant. It is true; 
but a covenant doth, as it were, twift the cords df 
the law, and double the precept upon the foul. 
When it is only a precept, t]iicn God alone c.orfl- 
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mands it, but when I have made a promife to it, 
then I command it and bind it upon myfelf. 

(3.) That our obedience might be more wiHing 
and free. An abfolute law might feem to extort 
obedience, but a covenant and agreement makes 
it clearly to appear more free and willing. This 
is the nature of the covenant of grace : Firft, God 
promifeth mercy, to be our exceeding great re-, 
ward i and then we promife obedience, to be his 
free, willing people ; and thus we become God's, 
not only by a property founded in. his fovereign 
power and love, but by a property growing out of 
our own voluntary confents. We are not only his 
people, but his willing people. 

(4.) That oiir confolations might be ftronger; 
that in all our difficulties and dillrefTes we might 
ever have recourfe to the faithfulnefs and love of 
God- This indeed was the prime end why God 
delivered his law in way of a covenant, that he 
, might endear himfelf to us, ^and fo draw us to him 
with cords of love. Had God fo pleafed, he might 
have required all obedience from us, and when he 
had done all, be might have reduced us into no* 
thing, or at leaft not have given us heaven for an 
, inheritance, or himfelf for a portion ; but his love is 
fuch, that he will not only command but he will 
covenant, that he might further exprefs and com- 
municate his love. How then ftiould this encourage 
us to go to God in all diftreffes } — Oh ! what thank- 
ful loving thoughts Ihould we have of God that 
would thus infinitely condefcend to covenant with 
ys ! 

4. What are the good things promifed in this ex- 
preffion of the covenant ? Not to reckon up the 
temporal promifes, the great hiercics of God are 
cxpreifed in thefe terms, " I am the Lord thy God, 
which brought thee out of the land of Egypt, out of 
the houfe or bondage." This is the great promife 
of the covenant, it is as great as God himfelf. 
That we may better fee it and know it, I (hall take 
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it in pieces. The go](i is fo pure, that it is pity the 
leaft filing (hould be lofl. Here God defcribes 
himfelf by thefe notes..,.. 1. By his only eternal and 

perfeft offence, I am the Lord 2. By the plurality 

of perfons in that one eflence, / am the Lord God, 

Jehovah Elohim 3. By the propriety his people 

have in Jehovah Elohinii I am the Lord thy God. 
A. By the fruit of that propriety in reference to 
Ifrael, Which brought thee out of the land of 
Egypt, out of the houfe of bondage. 

(i.) I am Jehovah. This name denotes both his 
being, and his performance of his promife. Thus 
he was not known to the patriarchs : They only 
were fuftained by faith in God's almighty power, 
without receiving the thing promifed ^ but when 
the Ifraelites came to receive the promife, and to 
have full knowledge and experience of his power 
and goodnefs, then they knew the efficacy of his 
name Jehovah. 

(2.) / am Jehovah Elohim. This. denotes the 
plurality of perfons. God in delivering of the law, 
doth not only (h^w his being, but the manner of bis 
being ; or the trinity of perfons in the unity of 
offence. The word fignifies firong, potent, mighty; 
or if we exprefs it plurally, it fignifies the almigh- 
ties, or the almighty powers. Hence the fcripture^* 
apply the general name, God, to the perfons feve* 
rally, the Father is God, Heb. u 1,2. The Son is 
Go^ ASs XX. 28. And the Holy Ghoft is God», 
Aas v. S,, 4. 

(3.) I am the Lord thy God. Herein is the pro- 
priety, and indeed here* is the mercy that God 
Ipeaks thus to every faithful foul, / am thy God. 
By this appropriation God gives us a right in him, 
yea, a pofiefiicm of him. 1. A right in him: As 
the woman may fay of him to whom (he is marriedj, 
this man is my hufband, fo may every faithful foul 
f}ay of the Lord, he is my God. 2. A pofleffion of 
him : God doth not only (hew himfelf unto us, but 
lie doth communicate |iimfelf unto us \n his holi4 
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nefs, merc/j truth, grace and goodnefs; hence it. is 
faid, J^^ hatefelloivjhip with the Father and with ^ 
his Sq7i Jefus Chrifi. Herein God give,s himfelf to. 
be wholly oursi confider Qo(J eflentially> or perfon* 
ajly, Confider Jel]ovah Elohim, alMs ours. GoA 
in. his effence, and^gloyjousL attributes communi- 
cates, birar^lftg us for good, and (Jod perfpnally. 
confidered, as Father, Son aqd Holy Ghoft, they 
2^1 qnter into covenant with qs. 

(1.) The Father enters Into covenant with us. 
He prorpifeth to be a Father tp us r Hence faith 
the Lord, Ifrael is my Son, my Firji-born. 
\ (2.) The Son is in covenant with us, and 
freaks to us in this language, Thou art, mine ; I 
have redeemed thee^ I haiie called thee by thy name, 
and therefore thou e^rt mi?2e. This is Ghrift's co-' 
veniant witljus ; He brinK, us back to his Father, 
ftojn.whofe prefence we were baniflied, and fets us 
before his face for ever.- He promifeth to reftorc 
us to the adoption of' fops^ and not only to the 
title, but to the itiber'itance of^'fons, thal^ We mrght 
be vsrhei^e he is. ^ . ' 

(3.). The Holy. Ghpft makes a. covenant with us. 
By one offering he hat;h perfefted for ever^ thetn 
Ai^t are fiapftmfed; whereof the Holy Ghoftalfo is 
a witnefsu 'This is the covenant that I- will make 
^ith them, 1 w^H pitt my law into their hearts, and 
in thjerr minds 'wrli I \yrite tb^m.. I knpw the Fa- 
tljeris implied in thi3, yet here is the proper work of 
the Holy iGhoift. What the father bath purpofed,* 
and the Son hath purph^ed for us, that the Holy 
Qhoft effefts in us: He applr^s tbe blood of Ghrifl: 
fpr the r^mifliqn of Hins,: He writes the law in our 
hearts: He c9mforri us . it^ our fadnefs: He fup- 
pqrts us in our faintipgs and guides us in our wan- 
derings. No\iJr in that he effefts ihefe things for us^ 
and \n qur behalf, he i^ faid tp n^ake a covenant 
ijvith us. Thus Elohrm, God pedbnally confidered, 
father. Son, and* Holy Qhoft, are in covenant* 
^ill^us. ..• - •• . . * . 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



(313) 

(4.) Let US fee the ffuit of this itf referetice td 
Ifrael : which brought thee out^f the land of Egypt j 
out of the houfe of bondage. This was God's pro- 
mife long before to Abraham, Know of afurety^ 
that thy feed /hall be arranger in a land that is not 
theirs^ and /kail fefve tliem, and they /mil aJJtiS 
them four hundred years : And alfo that nation whom 
they fhall ferve will I judge : And afterwards they 
Jhall come out with great fubjtance. See here Ifrael 
muft be ft rangers in the Land of Egy|jtj and i^xyc. 
the Egyptians four hundred years ; but then fab 
will bring tbeof out of the land of Eg^pt^.and ouli 
of their fefvile bondage. Why this ar^iies that 
God is Jehovalh. Nolv he has perform'^dwhat hri 
had foretold, and this argues that God in Chrift is 
our Redeemer : for ifrhat was this redctnptioaftaih 
Egypt, but a type of our freedoih from fin^ deaitfai 
and hell? . : > 

6. What is the condition of this covenant on our 
part ? The condition of this covetiant is faitb id 
Jefus, which is implied in the prorhife, I will bd 
thy God, or, I am the Lord thy God: and com* 
xnanded in the precept buiU upon it, thou (halt havd 
me to be tby God, tr thou (halt 'have no ^ther Gods 
before me. But where is faith in Jefus. Chriff 
mentioned either in promife or precept ? I anfwer^ 
if it be not expreffed, it is very plainly intended: 
God is not the God of Ifrael but in and through thd 
Mediator; neither can Ifrael take God to be theiir 
God but by faith in the Meffiah. But to go further/ 
what is the meaning of this firft commandment m 
the affirmative part, but to have on^ God. in Chrift 
to be our God by faith ? It is true, there is iiofnen-^ 
tion made of Chrift, or faithi but that is nothing. 
There is no mention of love, and yet oiir Savioup 
difcovers it there ; when the lawyer tempted? 
Chxx^^ Majier^ wMch is the great dommandment ir^ 
the law F You know Chrift'^j anfwer, TIh)U JhalA 
lo ve the Lord thy God with all thy heart, tvith all thy'^ 
fouly and witii all thy mind, this is thcfrji and great 

7 Rr 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



( 3M ), 

tdtmnandmentyMdXt. xxii, 36, 37, 38. Now asouf 
Saviour difcovers love there, fo in like manner is 
faith and Chrift there the neceffary confcquents. 

But you may ohje6t. What fay we to obedidnce ? 
Is not that rather the condition of this covenant in 
the law ? The law is confidered either more ftriftly, 
as it is a rule of righteoufnefs, fetting forth life 
upon no other terms but perfeft obedience, or more 
largely, as that whole doflrine delivered on mount 
Sinai, with the preface s^nd promifes adjoined : in 
the former fenfe it is a covenant of works, but iti 
the latter.it is a covenant of grace.— And yet I dare 
not fay, that as the law is a covenant of grace, 
it doth ^exclude obedience. In fome fort obedience 
as well as faith may be fa id to be a condition 
of the covenant of grace. I fliall give you my 
Noughts iaihis diftinfiion: obedience to aJf God's 
commands is either confidered as a caufe of life,, 
or as a qualification. In the former fenfe it cannot 
be a condition of the covenant of grace, but in the 
latter, it may. If by condition we underftand what- 
foever is required on our part, as precedent, con- 
comitant, or fubfequent to the covenant of grace,, 
repentance, faith and obedience are all conditions : 
but if by condition we underftand whatfoever is 
required on our part as the caufe of the good pro- 
snifed, though only inftrumental, why then faith is- 
the only condition. Faith and obedience are op- 
posed in the matter of juftification and falvation, 
iiot that they cannot ftand together' (for Ihey 2txtf 
infeparably united ;) but becaufe they cannot meet 
together in one court, as the caufe of juftificalion or 
ialvalicHi.- Now when we fpeak of the condition 
cf the covenant of grace, we intend fuch a con- 
dition, as is among the number of true caufe^. In* 
deed in the covenant of works, obedience is required 
as the caufe of life j but in the covenant of grace» 
though obedience muft accompany faith, yet only 
faith is the caufe of life contained in the covenant. 

7. Of this covenant, Mofes was a typical, but 
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Chrift the fpiritual IMlediator. There is a great 
deal of. difiercrice betwixt Mofes and Chrift : As^- 
. 1. Mofe^ only received the law» and delivered it to 
the people; biit Chrift or true Mofes fulfilled it. 
2. Mofes broke the tabfes, to (hew how we in our 
nature had broken the law ; but Chrift our true 
Mofes repairs it. 3. Mofes had the law only writ 
in tables of ftone ; but Chrift writes it in the tables 
of our hearts. 4. Mofes was mere man ; but Chrift:. 
is God, as well as man. 5. Mofes was only a fer- 
vant in God's boufe; but Chrift is a fon; yea, Chrift: 
is Lord of his own houfe, the Church. 6. Mofes's 
meditation was of this ufe, to fhew what was the 
true manner of worQiipping God ; but he did not 
infpire power to follow it, he could not reconcile 
men to God as of bimfelf ; and therefore it appear^ 
ed that there was need of another reconciler, viz, 
the Lord Jefus Chrift. 

8. What do we find of Chrift, and of his death, 
in this manifeftation of the covenant ? I anfwer^ 
1. In delivering the law, we find fomething of 
Chrift. Some of the learned are of opinion, that 
Chrift the Son of God did, in the fhape of a man, 
deliver the law. 

(^.} In the law itfelf« as it is a covenant of grace, 
we find fomething of Chrift : In the preface he pro* 
claims himfelf to be our God; and \n the firft com-^ 
mandment we are bound to take this God to be our 
God: and in the fecond, he gives us a double motive 
to obey; For I the Lord thy God am a jealous God, 
I {hew mercy unto thoufands of them chat love me 
and keep my commandments. And in the fifth 
commandment he gives a promlfe of long life in 
Canaan, which is either to be looked at as a type of 
heaven ; or literally, for a profperous condition here 
on earth ; but howfoever it is by virtue of the cove* 
nant, and as a teftimofty of God's love : Now all 
thefe promifes are made in Chrift. God is not our 
Qod but in and through Jefus Chrift. God will 
not fhtvt mercy unto thoufandsi ngr unto one o( all 
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tlie thoufands of his faints, but as tliey are in Jefus 
Chrift. God will not give us long liffe hercj or eter- 
nity hereafter, but in, for, and through the Lord 
Jefus Chrift. What if Mofes writ not down the 
word Chrift, yet certainly Mofes writ of Chrift ; 
his words imply Chrift, as Chrift himfelf told the 
Jews, Had ye believed Mofes, ye woujd have be- 
lieved Me ; for Mofes wrote of Me. Surely Chrift 
was, if not the only fubjeft, yet the only fcope of 
^11 the writings of Mofes; and therefore in the law 
itfelf you fee we find fomething of Chrift. 
• (3.) In theexpofition of the Law, as Mofes gives 
it here and there, we find fomething of Chrift. Yea, 
if we obferve it, Mofes brought fomething more to 
the expreflion of Chrift, ^nd of the covenant of 
|;race, than ever was before. In the firft pro-life 
It was revealed that Chrift fhould be the feed of the 
wpmcin : iti the fecond paanifeftation of the promife, 
it was revealed that Chrift fliould be of the feejd of 
Abraham 5 but in Mofes's writings, and Mofts's 
time, we learn more exprcflly that Chrift was to be 
incarnate, and to have his converfation amongft 
men. The promife runs thus ; j4?id I will dwell 
among the children of IfraeU and will be their God^ 
0nd th^yjhall know that I am the Lord th^ir God, 
that brought them forth out of the land of Egypt, 
that I may dwell amongft them; I am the Lord 
their God. Again, Mofes writing of ChrFft, The 
Lord thy God (faith he) will raye up unto thee a 
frophetfrom the midft of thee, of thy brethren like, 
nnto me, unto him /hall ye hearken. Was not this a 
. plain expreflion : Peter, in his fern^on to the Jews, 
preached Jefu§ Chrift ; and he tells the Jews, th^t 
this Jefus Chrift was preacHed unto them before. 
When before? Even in Mofes's time ; and for proof 
lie cites this very text. For Mofes truly f aid unto 
the fathers, a prophet fliall the Lord your God raife 
%p unto you, of your brethren, like unto me, himfhali 
nfe hear in all t/finp, 'vsfhatfocx)er hejkallfay mtg 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



(317) 

* (4.) In the confirmation of the law we find fome- 
thing of Chrift. It was confirmed by feals and fa- 
crifices. What were all thefe but a type of Chrift? 
In the former expreffion of the covenant we found 
the feal of circumcifion, but now it pleafed Qodto 
add unto the former another feal for confirmation of 
their faith^ namely^ thepafipver ; And was not this 
a type of Chrift, the immaculate Lamb of God, 
which taketh away the fins of the world? Again, 
in tbjs manifeftation, Mofes brought in the prieft- 
hood as a fettled ordinance to offer facrifices for the 
people I And was not- this a type of Chrift, our true 
and unchangeable High Priefl ? No queftion the 
death and refurreflipn of Chrift, the priefthood 
and kingdom of Chrift, were prefigured by the fa- 
crifices, the brazen ferpent, the priefthood of 
Aaron, and the kingdom of Ifrael. And I cannot 
but think that the godly, (piritual Jews underfiood 
this very well ; and that tnefe.did not reft in facri- 
fices or facraments but that by faith they did really 
enjoy Chrift in them. 

(5.) In the intention of God's giving the law we 
find fomething of Chrift. The very end of God in 
promulging the law, was, that upon the fenfe of 
bur impoffibility to keep it, and of our danger to 
break it, we fhould defire earneftly, and feek out 
diligently for Jefus Chrift. To this purpofe faith 
the Apoftle, The law is ovr fchoolmqfier to bring 
us to Chrift i that we might bejuftijied by faith. A 
fchoolmafter, you know, doth not only correft, but 
alfo teach : So the law doth not only curfe if the 
work be not done, but it fhews where power and 
help is to be had, that is, from the Lord Jefus 
Chrift. If this be fo, how much to blame are thev, 
that under pretence of free grace and Chrift, cry 
down the law ? Rather let us ci*v it up, and this is 
the way to fet up free grace and Chrift. Surel), he 
that difcovershis defeas by the perfeft ruie of the 
law, and whofe foul is humbled becaute of tbofc 
defefts, muft needs prize Chrift^ defire Chrift, ad- 
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yaoce Chriil ia his thoughts above all the men ia 
the world. 

And thus far of the covenant of promife, as it 
WfSL^ maniiefted from Mofes to David. 



SECT. V. 



(y (he Covenant of Promife, its manifefted tg 
David. 



HE next breaking forth of thisgracious covenant 
vas to David ; and in this manifeftation, appears 
yet niore of Chrift. The exprelSon of it is chieflf 
in thefe words> Although my houfe be not fo with 
Gddt y<?t he hath made with me an cverlafting 
coven^nt^ ordered in all things and fure. 

For the right underftanding of this, we ihall 
examine thefe particulars.— 

1. Who i« the author of this covenant ? 

2. To whom is the covenant made ? . 

3. What is this* that the covenant is faid to b« 
made. 

4. How is the covenant ordered ? 
6. Wherein is the covenant fure ? 

6. Whether is Chrift more clearly manifefted ia 
this breaking forth of the covenant^ than in any of 
the former ? 

1. Who is the author of , this covenant ? David 
fays, he hath made it : He (i. e.) God ; the rock 
ot Ifracl, the everlafting rock ; The rock of their 
falvatipn, Pfat. viii, 2. The rock of their refuge, 
*PJulpXc\v.22* .Their rock and their redeemer, 
PfaL xix, 14. The pfalmift is frequent in thisftile, 
to Aiew that God is the mighty, ftable, and immut* 
able defence of all the faithful, who fly unto hxia^ 
Ai>d will truft m him. He is fuch a roQk as wiU aot 
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fail his creatures. Man is unftable, but he is Godj 
and not man» who is the Author of this covenant. 

2. To whom is the covenant made ? Why, faith 
David> He hath made with me an everiafling co- 
venant; (i. e.) either with Chrift the antitype, or 
eMe with David faimfelf, the type of Chrift. Some 
are wholly for a covenant betwixt God and Chrift, 
and they deny any fuch thing as a covenant betwixt 
God and man ; but are not the teftimonies exprefs? 
Take heed to yourfelves, left you forget the cove- 
nant which the Lord hath made with you. And, 

. I will make a new, covenant with the houfe of lirael 
and with the houfe of Judah. Oh 1 take heed of 
fuch doftrines as tend unto licentioufnefs ; The 
Covenant God makes with us binds us fafier to God, 
and if there be no covenant betwixt God and us, it 
opens a gap to the loofenefs of our fpirits ; for how 
ihould we be charged with unfaitbfulnefs unto 
God, if we have not all entered into a covenant 
with God? 

3. What is this that the covenant is faid to be 
made ? This exhibits to us the frcenefs of God's 
entering into covenant with us. When God makes 
a covenant, then he gives grace unto all that he 
takes into covenant with him^ The Lord fct hts 
love upon you (faith Mofes to Ifrael) to take you 
into covenant with him, not becaufe ye were more 
in number than other people, but becaufe be loved 
you, and chofe your fathers. 

4. How is the covenant faid to be ordered ? The 
word ordered fets out to us a marihalling, ' and fit 
laying of things together, in oppofition to diforder 
and confufion. As we fee in an army every one ' 
is fet in rank and file ; fo every thing in this covenant 
is fo ranked, difpofed, and ordered, that it ftands 
at beft advantafi'e to receive and repel the enemy. 

(1.) It is well ordered in refpeft of the toot out 
of which it grew. This vi^as the infinite wifdom and 
mercy of God. 1. It was founded in wiftiom. 
The covenant of grace vras a refult of council; it 
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was jno'ra(haft» but a deliberate a£l with infinite 
wifdam. God being the Soverign of all his crea- 
tures, and feeing mapkind in a periihing condition, 
determined within himfelf deliberately to make 
fucb a covenant of peace« S2» It was founded in 
mercy, (i. e.) in the goodnefs of God flowing out 
to one in mifery. 

(2.) It is well ordered in refpeft of the method. 
Firft, God begins, then we come on; Firft, God on 
his part,, gires grace,, and then we, on our parts, a£t 
faith and obedfience. God hath ever the firlt work ; 
as,, fitR, / xvULbe your God, mid theriyejhall be my 
peopie : firf!,. IidUI taJct awuy ihefiony heart, and 
give an heart offlejh, and tbdn youjhall loath your- 
/ekes for your iniquities and for your abominations z 
firft^ I will fpria^he mater up^n you^ sind then ye 
Jhall be clean from all your jilthinefs : firft, / will 
put my fpiritihto youy and caufe you to walk in my 
JtatuteSf and tiiQti ye Jhall keep my judgm^nis and da 
them: firft, I will pour out 7ny fpirit of grace and 
fupplkatidn upon you, and tbesi ym Jhall mourn as 
a man mourning for his onh/fon : firft, I will do all 
and then ye Aall do fomething. A troubled fpirit 
16 apt to cry out, Alas'! I can do nothing.: I can as 
well difiblve a rock, as make my heart of ftone a 
heart of fleih I Mafk how the covenant ftands well 
ordered like an army : I will.dd all, faith God, and 
then thqu (halt do fomething : I will ftrengthen and 
quicken you, and then ye £hallferve me, faith the 
liord. 

(3.) It is well ordered JnrefpeQ; of the end and 
aim, to which all the parts of the covenant are 
referred. The end of the covenant is the praife 
of the glory of his grace: The parts of the 
covenant are the promife and the ftipulation i the 
promifes either principal, and that is God and 
Chrift ; orfecondary, and that isjuftification, fane- 
tification, and glorification : and th^ ftipulation ori> 
our parts are faith and obedience ; vve muft believe 
iti Urn tbat juftifies the ungedly, and walk before 
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him in all well-pleafing. Obferve now the main 
defign of the covenant, and fee but bo w all the ftreams 
run towards that ocean : God gives himfelf to thq 
praife of the glory of his grace. God gives Chrift 
10 the praife of the glory of his grace. God gives 
pardon, fan^lification, and falvation, to the praife 
of the glory of his grace ^ and we believe, we obey^ 
to the praife of the glory of his grace ; and goo4 
reafon, for all is of grace, and therefore all muft 
tend to the praife of the glory of his grace. It 
is of grace that God hath given himfelf, Chrift, 
pardon, fanftification, and falvation to any foul; 
It is of grace that we believe ; by grace ye are 
faved through faith, not of yourfelves, it is the gift 
of God. Oh ! the fwe^t and comely order of his 
covenant ! All is of grace, and all tends to the 
praife of the glory of his grace, and therefore it 
is called the covenant of grace. Many a foul is 
Co^ced to cry, I cannot believe; I may as well reach 
heaven with a finger, as lay hold on Chrift by the 
hand of faith ; but mark how the covenant ftands, 
like a well, marfhalled army, to repel this doubt 3 
If thou canft not believe, God will enable thee to 
believe. , To you it is given tp believe. God will' 
not only promife good things, but helps us by hi^ 
Spirit to perform the conditions. He works our 
hearts to believe in God, and to believe in Chrift^ 
All is of grace, that all may tend to the praife of 
the glory of his grace. 

5. Wherein is the covenant fure ? 1 anfwer, it is 
fure in the performance and accomplifliment of it^ 
Hence the promifes of the covenant are called the 
fure mercies of David ; net becaufe they are fure 
unto David alone, but becaufe they are fure unto 
all the feed of David, that are in covenant with 
God, as David was. The promifes of God's co- 
venant are not yea and nay. various and uncertain, 
but they are yea and amen, fure to be fulfilled* 
Hence the ftability of God's covenant is compared 
to the fimrnefs and immoveablenefs of the mighty 
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mountains ; nay, ^* Mountains may depart, and the 
hills be removed by a miracle, but ray kindnefg 
ihall not depart from thee, neither (hall the covenant 
of my peace be removed, faith the Lord, that hath 
mercy on thee." Sooner (hall the rocks be removed, 
the fire ceafe to burn, the fun be turned into dark- 
ncfs, and the very heavens be confounded vrith the 
earth, than the promife of God (hall fail. 

6. Chrid is more clearly manifefted in this break- 
ing forth of the covenant, that in any of the former. 
For here we fee, 

(1.) That he was God, and man, in one perfon ; 
David's Son, and yet David's Lord. The Lard/uzd 
unto my Lord, Jit thou on my right-handy until J 
make thine enemies thy footjlool. 

(2.) That he fuffered for us : and in his fufferings 
how many particulars are difcovered ? As, fiift^ 
his cry. My God ! My God ! why h^ft thouforfiiken 
me? Secondly, the Jews taunts. He trufied^nik^ 
Lord, that he would deliver him ; let him ddker 
him if he delight in him. Thirdly, the very man- 
xier of his death. They piereed my hands and my 
feet I may tell all my bones ; they look and flare 
upon me ; they part my garments among them^ and 
cafl lots upon my vefture. 

(3.) That he rofe again for us. Thou wilt not 
leave my foul in hell, neither wilt thoufujferthin^ 
Holy One to fee corruption. 

(4.) That he afcended up into heaven 5 Tho^ 
hajl ajcended up on high, thou haft led captivity 
captive. Thou haft received gifts for men. 

(5.) That he muft be King over us, and over his 
enemies. The Lordfaid unto my Loi^y Sit thou at 
my right-ha?td, until I make thine enemies thy foot" 
ftooL The Lord fhall fend the rod of thy ftrength 
out of Zion ; rule thou in the midft of thine enemies. 

(6.) That he muft be Prieft, as well as King ; 
and Sacrifice as well as Prieft. The Lord hath 
Jivorn, and will not repent : thou art a . prieft for 
cver^ after the order of Melchifedech. — Thou loveft 
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righteou/nefs, and hateji wickedne/s; therefore Gdd 
thy God^ hath anointed thee with the oil of gladnefs 
above thy fellows ; (i. e. above all chriftians who 
are thy fellows, conforts,and partners in the anoint- 
ing :) facrijice and burnt offering thou ivouldtji not 
have ; but mine ear hajl thou bored s- burnt-offering 
and fin-offering haft thou not required. Then faid 
/, /(?, / come : in the volume of the book it is zvritten 
of me, that Ifhould do thy with O God. Mine ears 
haft thou bored, or digged open. The feptuagint, 
to make the fenfe plainer, fay. But a body hajl thou 
fitted mcy or prepared for me: meaning that his 
body was ordained and fitted to be a facrince for the 
fins of the world, when other legal facrifices were 
received as unprofitable : See how clearly Chrift is 
revealed. It never was thus before. 

And thus far of the covenant of promife, as \% 
was manifefted from David till the captivity. 



SECT. VL 

Of the Covenant of Promife , as manif^ed to J/rael 
about the time of the Captivity. 

X HE great breaking forth of this eracious cove* 
nant was to Ifrael about the time of their captivity. 
By reafon of that captivity of Babylon, Ifrael was 
almoft clean deftroyed ; and therefore, then it was 
high time, that the Lord fliould appear like a fun 
after a ftormy raiDj> and give them fome clearer 
light of Chrift. He doth fo, efpecially in thefe 
words : " Behold 1 the days come, faith the Lord, 
that I will make a new covenant with the houfe of 
Ifrael, and with the houfe of Judah ; not accord- 
fng to the covenant which I made with their fathers, 
in the day that I took them by the hand, to bring 
them out of the land of Egypt ; which my covenant 
ttjey brake, although I was an.hulband unto themi 
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faith the Lord, . But this (hall be the covenant that 
I will make with the houfe of Ifrael : after thofe 
days, faith the Lord, I will put my law in their 
inward parts, and write it in their hearts ^ and I will 
be their God, ^nd they (hall be my people ; and 
they (hall teach no more every m^n his neigh bour^ 
and every man his brother, faying, know the Lord j 
for they (hall all know me, from the leaft of them tp 
the greateft of them, faith the Lord ; for I will for- 
give their iniquity, and remember their fin no 
.more." Ip this ej^preffipn pf the covenant, we 
fhall examine thefe particulars. — 

1. Why it is cailled a new covenant. 

2. Wherein the expreffion of this covenant doth 

excel the former, which Go4 ma^e with 
their fathers ? 

3. How doth God put the law into our inward 

parts ? 

4. What is it to have the law written in our 
hearts? 

5. How are we taught of God, fo as not to need 

(comparatively) any other kind of teaching ? 

6. What is the univerfality of this knowledge, in 

that alljhall know me^ faith the Lord ? 

1. Why is it called a new covenant ? I anfwer, 
it is called new, in contradiftion to the covenant of 
promife before Chrift came. The very fame words 
are repeated in the epiftle to the Hebrews : Behold 
the days come^ faith the Lordy when I will make a 
new covenant with the houfe of Ifraely and the houfe 
of Jiidah.—Jn (hat he faith a new covenant, he hath 
made the, /irjl plds now that which decayeth, and 
waxeth old, is read^ to vanijh away. The new 
covenant is ufuall^y underftood in the latter fenfe i 
it is new, becaufe divcrfe from that which God* 
piade with the fathers before Chrift ; it hath a new 
worfliip, new adoration, a new form of the Church, 
new witneffes, new tables, new ordinances : and 
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thefe never to be difannuUed, never to wax old, 
as the apoftle fpeaks. 

2. Wherein doth this covenant excel the for- 
mer, which God made with their Fathers? J an- 
fwer, — 

(1.) It excels in the benefits and graces of the 
Spirit. We find, that under this covenant they 
were more plentifully bellowed upon the church 
than formerly. 

(2.) It excels in the difcovery of the Mediatorj; 
in and through whom this covenant was made. Id 
the former expreflTion we difcovered much, yet i«| 
none of them was fo plainly revealed the time of 
his coming, the place of his birth, his name, the 
paflages of his nativity, his humiliation and king- 
dom, as we find in this. — 

[1.] Concerning the time of his coming. Seven- 
ty weeks (hall be determined upon thy people, and 
upon thy holy city, to finifli the tranfgreflSon, and 
to make an end of fin, and to make reconciliation 
for iniquity, and to bring in everlafting righteouf- 
nefs, and to fe'al up the vifion and prophecy, and 
to anoint the mod holy. 

[2.] Concerning the place of his birth. But 
thou Bethlehem Ephrata, though thou be little 
among the thoufands of Judah, yet out of thee 
fliall he come forth unto me, that is to be ruler in 
Ifrael, whofe goings forth have been from of old, 
from everlafting. 

[3.] Concerning his name. Unto us a child is 
born, uiito us a Son is given, and the government 
fliall be upon his (boulders; and his name (liall be 
called Wonderful, Counfellor, the Mighty God, 
the Everlafting Father, the Prince of Peace.— In 
his days Judah (hall be faved, and Ifrael ftiall dwell 
fafely ; and this is his name whereby he (hall be 
called. The L0RE> our Righteousness. — 
•Behold, a virgin (hall conceive, and bear a Son, 
and thou, O virgin^ (hall call his name Imma* 
nuel. 
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[4.] Concerning the paffages of his nativityt 
That he fliould be born of a virgin, Ifa. vii, 14, 
That at his birth all the infants round about Beth* 
khem ihould be fiain, Jer. xxxi. 15. That John 
the Baptift £bouId be his forerunner, to prepare his 
iKray, Mai. iii. )• That hefliould flee into Egypt, 
and be recalled thence again, Hofea xi. 1. I tnight 
add many particulars of this kind. 

[5.] Concerning his humiliation. Surely he hath 
bom our griefs and carried our forrows j yet we did 
efteem him firicken, fmitten of God, and afi}i£led ; 
but he was wounded for our tranfgreffions, he was 
bruifed for our iniquities,' the chaftifement of our 
peace was upon him, and with his ftripes were we 
healed.! — ^He was opprefTed, and he was af&i£)ed, 
yet, he opened not bis mouth. — He wa^ taken from 
prifoxst ftod from judgment, and who fliall declare 
bis generation ? He was cut off out of the land of 
the living ; for the tranfgreffion of my people was 
}ie ftricken. — It pleafed tne Lord to bruife nim, he 
hath I>ut him to grief. — ^Therefore will I divide him 
a portion with the great, and he (hall divide the 
fpoil with the ftrong, becaufe he hath poured out 
his foul unto death, and he was numbered with the 
tranfgre0brs, atid he bare the (in of many, and made 
interceiSon for the tranfgreflbrs. One would think 
this were rather a hiftory than a [M*ophecy of Chrift's 
iufferings, 

[6.] Concerning his kingdom. Rejoice greatly, 
Q daughter of Zion 5 fliqut, O daughter of Jerufa- 
]em, behold thy King cometh unto thee : He is 
juft and having falvation, lowly, and riding upon an 
afs, and upon a colt the foal of an afs. Behold a * 
King, behold thy King ; behold thy King cometh, 
and he comes unto thee. 1. He is a King, and 
therefore able. 2. He is thy Kingj and therefore 
wiUing. Wonderful love, that he would come! but 
more wonderful was the manner of his coming : 
He that before made man afoul after the image of 
Qod;^ then made hixQfi^lf abody after the iRiage of 
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man. And thus we fee h6w this covftiant excels 
the former in every of thefe refpeSs, 

S. How doth God put the law into our inward 
parts? I anfwcr, God put$ the law into our in- 
ward parts, by enlivening a man with the graces of 
liiis holy fpirit, Suitable to his commandment. Firft, 
There is the law of God without us, as we fee it or 
read it in fcriptures ; but when it is put within us, 
then God hath wrought an inward difpofition in 
our minds, that anfwers to that law without us : 
For exaniple ; This is the law without, Thoujhalt 
love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with 
all thy foul, and zvitji all thy ftrength. To anfwer 
which there is a promife I will circumcife thy heart, 
and the heart qf thy feed, to love the Lord thy God 
with ail thy hearty and with all thy foul. Now, 
when this promife is fulfilled, when God hath put 
love in our hearts, then is the law put into our 
'^ward parts. 

4. What is it to have the law written in our 
hearts? This writing contains the former, and ia 
(bipethfng more. It is fatd to be written, that there 
might be fomethin^g within anfwerabte to the law 
without ; it was written without, and fo it was 
written within. This writing is the very fan)e with 
copying or trahfcribing. The writing withia is 
every way anfwcrable to the writing without, ©h I 
what a ipejcy is this, that the fame God who writ 
the law with his own finger in the tables of ftone^ 
jSiould alfd write the fame law with thefinger of his 
fpirit in the tables of our hearts ! As you fee in a 
fea], when you have put the feal on the wax;, and 
^ou take it off again, you find on the wax the fanM 
impreflion that was on the feal ; fb it is in the 
hearts of the faithful ; when the fpirit hath once 
foftened them, then he writes the few, i. e. he 
ftamps an inward aptnefs^ and an inward difpofi*- 
tion on the heart, anfwering to every particular 
of the law. 

5. How are we taught of Godj Ko as not to 
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Deed compatratively any other kind of teaching ? I 
anfwer — 

1. God teacheth inwardly. In the hidden part 
thou haft made me know wifdom, faith David ; 
and again, I thank the Lord that gave me counfe], 
my reins alfo inftru£t*me in the night feafon. The 
reins are the .moft. inward part of the body, and 
the night-feafon the moft private time : Both ex- 
prefs the intimacy of divine teaching. God, who 
commanded light to ihine out of darknefs, hath 
ihined into our hearts. Man's light may fhine into 
the head, but God's light alone doth (bine into the 
heart. 

. 2. God teacheth clearly. Elihu offering himfelf 
inftead of God to reafon with Job, he tells him, 
my words (hall be of the uprightnefs of my heart, 
and my lips (ball utter knowledge clearly. If ever 
the word come home to an heart, it comes with a 
convincing clearnefs. So the apoftle, our gofpel 
came unto you, not in word only, but in power^ 
ajid in the Holy Ghoft, and in much full aflfurance. 
The. word bath a treble empbaiis, affuraace, full 
«0urance, and much full aflfurance : Here is clear 
^ojk, 

. S. God teacheth fweetly and comfortably. Thou 
haft taught me, faith David, and then it follows, 
how fweet are thy words unto my tafte? Yea, 
f]Pf«eter than honey to ray mouth. Luther faid, 
," He would npt live in paradife if he mutt live with- 
out the word j but with the word, faid he, I could 
Jive in hell." When Chrift put his hand in by the 
Jiole of the door to teach the heart, her bowels were 
movied, and then her fingers dropt upon the handles 
of tbelo.ckfweet-fmelling myrrh. Cant. v. 5. The 
teachings of Chrift left fucb a bleffiog upon the 
firft. motions of the fpoufe's heart, that with thc^ 
very touch of them (he is refrelhed j her fingers' 
fjrop myrrh, and her bowels are moved as the 
monuments of his gracious teachings. 
,. .« Chrift^xis, tjiefe are the teachings of God 1 and 
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in reference to this we (hall no more teach every 
man his neighbour, and every man his brother, 
faying, know the Lord. God's teaching is anotbejr 
kind of teaching ihan we can have from the haqdis 
of men ; there is no man in the world cs^n teac^ 
thus : and therefore they whom God teacheth, 
need not any other kind of teaching, refpe^ively 
or comparatively. . 

. 6. What is the univerfality of this knowledge? 
Thejfjhall all know meyfrom ike leajl of them to tlie 
greatejk of ihem^ faith the Lord. The meaning is, that 
all that are in the covenant of grace ihall be Co taught 
of God, that they (hall everyone know God inward- 
ly, clearly, experimentally, fweetly, and favingly. 
I have now propounded the obje£t we are to 
jiook unto ; that is, Jefus, as held forth in a way of 
promife or coveqant i in that dark time from the 
creation, till his iirfi coming in the fle(h : Our next 
bu(inefs is to dire£l you in the myftery of gracg, 
how you are to look to him in fhis refpeft* j 



CHAP. II. 

Sect. I. Of knowing Jeftis, as carrying on tRe 
great Work of our Salvation from the Creation 
until his\firft coming. 



Lo< 



>OKING compreheiHls knowing, con(idering, 
defiring, hoping, believing, loving, joy ing> ca Uing on, 
conforming to, as you ba^ve heard i and accordingly 
that we rftay pra^ice, 1. We muft know Jefus ca^ 
tying on the great work of por falvation in tfaje 
beginning, and from the beginning of the world. 
ComCj let us learn what he did for us in the morn- 
ing of this world : he made it for us, and he mad^ 
us more efpecially'for his own glory ; but prefently 
after we were made, we finned and marred the 
jmage wherein God made us« This was the faddeft 
7 Tt 
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iftft jfliat ever was ; it wjis the undoing of man, and 
(without the mercy of GodJ the damning of all fouls 
to all eternity. And, O my foul, know this for thy- 
self, thou waft in the loins' of Adam at that fame 
time, fo that what he did, thou didft ; thou waft 
partaker of hfs fins, and thou waft to partake with 
Btm in his pahiihment ; but well may^ft thou fay, 
bleffed be God for Jefi^s Chrift ; at the very inftant 
'when all fhould have been damned, Chrift in- 
tervened ; a covenant of grace is made with man, 
/ zi\A Chrift is the foundation, in and through whom 

' we muft be reconciled unto God. CoraefouU and 

Hudy this covenant of grace in reference to thyfelf. 
"Had not this been, where hadft thou been ? Nay, 
where had all the world been at this day ? Surely, 
it concerrrs thee to take notice of this great tranf* 
aftion. After man had fallen by fin, Chrift is 
•pVomifed j- and that all the faints might' partake of 
'CJh'rift, a'cDvenantof grace is entered : this, at the 
beginning of the vvorW, was n>ore dim, but the 
Dearer to Chrift*s coming in the flefli, the more 
clearly it appeared.' HowTo^ver dimly or clearly, 
thus it pleafed Go/d in Chrift ,tp^ carry on the great 
work of our falvation at that tinlie, viz. by a promife 
of Chrift* and- by a, covenant in Chrift. And for 
the better knowledge of it, ftudy the promife made 
to Adam, Abraham, Mofes, L)avid, and Ifraeh 
Study thefe feveral breakings out of the covenant 
of grage. It is worth thy pains ; it is a myftery 
which hath been h1d froin ages, and from genera- 
^ tions, but now is made nnmifeft to the faihts. 
Here lies the firm foundation of a chriftian's com-r 
fort ; if thou canft but affure thyfelf of thy part in 
this, thou art bleffed for ever. Oh I bow fatisfying 
is it to know the faithful engagements of the Al* 
mighty God through that Sim of his Iov§, ia a 
covenant of grace ! 
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SECT. II. 
Of Conjidering Jefus in that Rejpefi. 



W. 



E muft confider Jefus carrying on the great 
work of our falvation in that dark time. It is not 
enough to ftudy it and know it, but we muft feri- 
oufly itieditate, ponder, and confider of it, till we 
bring it to fome profitable iffue. This is the con- 
iideration I mean, when we hold our thoughts to 
this or that fpiritual fubjeft, till we perceive fuc- 
cefs, and the work profper in our hands. Now, lo 
help us in this,^ — 

1. Confider Jefus in the firft promife made to* 
man. It Jhall bruife thy heady and thou Jhall 
bruife his heel. When all men were under guilt of 
fin, and in the power of fatan ; and when thou, my 
foul, wert in as bad a cafe as any other, then to 
hear the found of thefe glad tidings, then to hear 
of Jefus, a Saviour and Redeemer, fure this was 
welcome news. Come, draw the cafe nearer to 
thyfelf: thou waft in Adam's loins; fuppofe thou 
hadft been in Adam's ftead ; fuppofe thou hadft 
heard the voice of the Lord walking in the garden ; 
fuppofe thou hadft heard him call, Adam, where 
art thou ? Peter, Andrew, Thomas, where art 
thou } What ? Haft thou eaten of the tree whereof 
I commanded thee that thou fhouldeft not eat?" 
Appear and come to judgment ; the law is irrevo- 
cable. In the day that thou eateft thereof thou 
(halt furely die. There is nothing to be looked for 
but death temporal, death fpiritual, and death eter- 
nal. Oh ! what a fearful condition is this, no 
fooner to come into the world, but prefently to be 
turned over into hell ! for one day to be a monarch 
of the world, and the very next to be a flave of fa- 
Ian, and bound hand and foot in a darkfome dun- 
geon ! for a few hours to live in. Eden, to enjoy every 

T t 2 
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tree in the garden, pleafanjt to the fight, and good 
for food, and then to enter into the confines of eter- 
nity, and ever to be tormented with the devil and 
his angels ! It is no wonder if Adam hid himfelf 
from the prefence of the Lord God amongft trees 
of the garden, O my fouj, in that cafe thoii 
wouldft have cried to the rocks and to the moun- 
tains, Fall on me> and hide me from the face of him 
that fitteth on the throne. If God be angry, who 
may abide it ? When the great day of his wrath is 
cofpe> who (hall be able to ftand? And yet de- 
fpair not, O my foul , for in the midft of wrath God 
is pleafed to remember mercy. Even now, when 
all the world fliould have been damned, Jefus is 
proclaimed and promifed, and he it is that muft die, 
according to the commination,, for he is our furety, 
and be it is that by death muft overcome death and 
the devil. Jtjhall bruife thy head, faith God to Sa- 
turn ; as if he had faid. Come, Satan, thou haft taken 
captive ten thoufands of fouls: Adam and Eve are 
now enfnared^ and in their Joins all the men and 
women that fhall ever be : Noi|^,i^ thy day of 
triumph, but thou ftalt not carrjr|I ^nus. Out of 
the feed of the wpman (hall (pnA| a branch, and 
hejhall bruife ihy head, he (hall weak thy power, 
he (hall tread »thy dominion undfsr loot, he r(hall lead 
thy captivity captive, he (hlJJ* take away (in. he 
fliall point out to men and^ogeJs thr jglpry of hea* 
ven, and a new world of ftec-grac^. In this pro- 
mife, O my foul, is wrapped up thy hope, thy hea- 
ven, thy falvation ; and therelore con(ider it, look 
on all fide^ of it, view it over and over i it is a 
field that contains in the bowels of it a precious 
treafure ; there is in it a Saviour, a Rcjdeemer, a 
Deliverer from fin, death, and hell. 

2. Confider Jefu$ in that promife made to 
Abraham. / will eJiahUJh tny covenant between. mfi 
and thee, and thy feed after thee in their genera- 
tions, for an everlajting covenant, to be qt God to 
thee, and to thy feed after thee. In refpcift of this 
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covenant, Abraham is called the father of the faith- 
ful : and they which are of the Faith are called the 
children of Abraham. And, O my foul ! thou 
ddft by faith draw it through Abraham, to whom 
this promife was made, for if ye be Chrift*s, then are 
ye Abraham-s feed, aqd heirs according to the 
promife. Confider what a mercy this is, that God 
ihoulid enter into a covenant with thee in the*loins 
of Abraham. God made a promife of Chrift, and 
inclufively a covenant of grace in his comforting 
Adaol ; but he makes a covenant expreflly under 
the name of covenant, with Abraham and his feed. 
Be aipazed ! What ? That the great and glorious 
God of heaven and earth ihould make himfelf a 
debtptr to us ? O my foul, think of it ferioufly : 
He is in heaven, and thou art on earth ; he is the 
Creator, and thou art his creature. Ah I what art 
thou, or what is thy father's houfe, that thou 
ibouldft be raife4 up hitherto ! I'he very covenant 
is a wonder, as it relates to God and us. What is 
it but a compjift, a binding of God and us. When 
Jebofliaph^i^nd Ahab were in covenant, fee how 
Jehofliaphat expreffeth himfelf, I am as thou art, 
x^y people as thy people, my horfes as thy hbrfes ; 
fo it is betwixt God and us. If once he gives us 
the covenaiit, then his (irenj^th is our ilrength^ his 
power is our powe^r, his armies are our armies, his 
attributes are our attributes, we |iave intereft in all. 
There is an offenfive and defenfiVe league, as I may 
i^j, betwixt God and us : and \( we put him in 
mind of it in all our firaits, he cannot deny us. Thus 
runs the tenor of his covenant. I will be a God to 
thee J and to thy feed after thee. This is the gene- 
ral promife ; 1 may call it the mother-promife, that 
carries all other promifes fn its womb. Confider 
that it is God in Chrift that is propounded to us in this 
phrafe, / will be a God to thee. Here ii the great- 
eft promife that ever was made. Chrift, God, is 
more than grace, pardon, holinefs, heaven ; as the 
hu&and is more excellent than the marriage-robe^ 
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bracelets^ rings. The well and fountain of life is of 
more excellency than the ftreams. Chrift Jefus is 
far above a created beatitude which ifTueth from 
him. , O.my foul, is not this worthy of thy inmoft 
confideration ? 

3. Confider Jefus in that promife made to Mofes 
and the Ifraelites, / am the Lord thy God, who 
brought thee out of the land of Egypt ^ out qf the 
ho^fe of bondage. Much hath been faid to this 
promife ; but to contrail it, confider in the promife 
the fufficiency and propriety. Firft, here is fuffi'* 
ciency. It is a promife of infinite worth, an hid 
treafure, a rich pofleffion, an overflowing bleffing, 
which none can rightly value ; it is no lefs than the 
great, and mighty, and infinite God. If we had a 
promife of a hundred worlds, or of ten heavens, 
this is more than all : heaven iildeed is beautifuU 
but God is more beautiful ; for he is the God of 
heaven : and hence it is that the faints inlieaVen are 
not fatisfied without theif God. It is a fweet ex- 
preflSon of Bernaird, " As whatfoever we give unfo 
thee. Lord, unlefs we give ourfelves, cannot fatisfy 
thee ; fo whatfoever thou giveft unto us. Lord, 
unlefs thou giveft thyfelf, it cannot fatisfy Us.*' And 
hence it is, that as God doth make the faints his 
portion, fo God is the portion and inheritance of 
bis faints. Confider the greatnefs,' the goodnefs, 
the all-fufliciency of this%romife, / dm the Lord 
thy God ! No queftion but Mofes had many other 
rich promifes from God, but he could not be fatis- 
jSed without God himfelf ; If thy prefence be not 
with us, bring iisjiat hence. And no wonder; for 
without God all things are nothing ; but in the want 
pf ail other things, God himfelf is iiiftead of all : 
5t is God's fole prerogative to be an univerfal good. 
The tilings of this world can but help in this or 
'that particular thing; as bread againft hunger^^ 
drink againft, thirll, cloaths againft cold and naked^ 
pefs, hoqfe againft wind and Weather, riches againft 
gov-$rty,phyficagainft figknefsj but God is an all-^ 
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fafficient good : he is all in all both to the inner 
and outward man. Are we guilty of fin ? There is 
mercy in. God to pardon us. Are we full of in- 
firmities ? There is grace in God to heal us. Are 
"We ftrong. in corruptions ? There i-s power in God 
to fubdue them in us. Are we difquieted in con- 
tcience? There is thatfpirit in God that is the 
comforter, that can fill us with joy unl^eakable and 
glorious; And for oijr outward man, all our welfare 
IS laid up in God : He is the God of our life^ Pfal. 
xlii. 8. He is the ftrength of our life, Pfal. xxvii. 
1. He is a quickening fpirit. 1 Cor. xv. 45. Which 
though it be in regard of the inner man, yet there 
h isfpoken of theoutw^ard man, which the Lord 
Ihall quicken after death, tnddoth now keep alive 
'by his mighty power; fotin himtve Iwe, andmox^, 
and have our being. 

O my foul, that thou wbuldeft but meditate and 
confid^r this promife ?n all- thy wants. When means 
fail, and the ftrearps run no more. Oh !' that thou 
wouldeft then go to the fountain, where the waters 
run fweeter, and more fure ! For^ as Jofeph faid 
to Pharaoh,'// is not inmey God Jkalt give Pharaoh 
an anfwer of peace : fo may filver and gold, and 
fuch things fay to thee, it is not in us ; God (hall 
give enough out of himfelf. Have God, and have 
all : want God, and tho^e is no content in the en« 
joyment of all. It was trie apoftle's cafe. As having 
nothing, yet pojeffing all things. Surely he lived 
to God, and enjoyed God^ and he was an all* 
fuflScient good unto him. God may be enjoyed in 
any condition; in the meaftefl^, as Weil as the 
greateft ; in the pooreft, as well as the richeft. 
God will go into a wildernefs, into a prifon with 
his people, and there he-will meke up all that they • 
are cut (hort of. Thy difcontents therefore arife 
not from the want of inward means, but from want 
of inward fcJlowftiip with God : and if thou doft 
not find a fufficiency, it is becaufe thou doil not 
enjoy him, who is thy all-fufficientgood. Ob ! ftir 
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up faithi and confider the covenant ; think ferioufly 
on this promife, / am God all-ficfficient : I am the 
Lord thy God. 

Here is the propriety of faints, the Lord thy God* 
What is this, that God is thy God ? Heaven and 
earth, angels and men, may fiand aftonifhed at it* 
What ? that the great and mighty God, God aK 
fnighty, and God all-fufficient, fliould be called thy 
God ! It is obfervable what the apoftle fpeaks, 
God is not q/hamed to be called their God. Would 
not a prince be afliamed to take a beggar, a bafe 
and adulterous woman, to be his wife ? But we 
are worfe than fo, and God is better than fo : fin 
hath made 4i$ worfe than the word of women, and 
(God IS better, holier, higher tl^an the bed of 
princes : and yet God is not affiamed to own us, 
nor aihamed that we own him as our own, I am 
\\ky God. It is as if the Lord fliould fay, ufe me, 
and all my power, grace, mercy, kindnefs, as thine 
own. Qo through all thy attributes ; confider my 
jpilmighty power, confider my wifdom, underftand- 
}ng, goodnefs, truth, faithfulnefs ; confider my pa* 
tiencci long-fufiering, forbearance, all thefe are 
Ihine : as thuS| my power is thine, to work all thy 
works for thee, and in thee, to make a parage for 
thee in ^U thy ftraits, to deliver thee out df fix 
jtroubies, and oijt of feyen : my wifdom is thine.to 
counfel thee in any difficult cafes^ to inftruft thee 
|n things that be obfcure, to reveal to thee the myf- 
teries of grace, and the wonderful things contained 
\n my law : myjuftice is thine, to deliver thee wheo 
ihou art opprefied, to defend thee in thy innocence, 
ftnd to vindicate thee from the injuriies of mfen» 
What needs mpfe ? O my foul, think of thefe^ and 
all other God^S attributes: fay in thyfelf, all thefe 
are mine: nay more jj think of God in Chrift (for 
ptherwife what baft thou to io with God in a cove- 
nant of grace?) and fay in thy heart, Jefus Chrift is 
fnine, nay Saviour, my Redeemer, my Head, my 
^Ider Brother* His doings are mine^ and his f^ffef r 
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ings are mine; his life and hU deaths hi&refurrec* 
tidn and afcenfioh^ his fe(fion arid intefceflion, all ' 
are mine : nay more ; if Chrift be mine, why then 
all goad things are mine in Chrift s I fay, in Ghrift, 
for they come hot immediately, but throtigh the 
hands of a Redeemer; and though he be a Man 
who redeemed lis, yet becailfe he is God as well 
a^ Mad, there is more of God and heaven, and free- 
IcJve, in all our good things, than if we received 
them immediately from God. Ravens have their 
food, and devils have their being fronl God by 
creature-right ; but we have all we have from God 
in Chrift by covenant-right. This fui^ely, this vety 

fjromife^ is the principal promife df the covenant ; 
t is the very fubftancd^ foul, and life of all. Oh 
then! hdw careful (houldft thou be to improve the 
ftrength of thy nitndj thoughts^and affeSidns, on 
this only fubjeft ? 

4. Confider Jefiis in that promife made to Da- ' 
vid, He lidih made zvithme aiteverlajiing covenant ^ 
ordered in ail things^ andfure. 

(1.) An everlafting covenant. Chrift hath built 
atid prepared d kingdom, that fball never fade ; a 
fpiritual and an heavehly kingdom, \Vhich (hall 
never ceafe^ Atid as he hath prepared it, fo if thou 
believeft. He hath entered into a covenant with thy 
foul to beftow it on thee; it is an everlafting cove- 
nant, and he will give thee everlafting life. 

(2.) It is ordered in all things. The covenant ^ 
of grace is fo mairflialledand ordered, tbatitfiands 
at beft advantage to receive and repel all. thy ob- 
jefilions. Many an objeftion haft thou raifedr 
how often have fuch thoughts been in thee? ** Oh ! 
I am miferable, 1 (hall tot live, but die; rtiy lins 
\Vill damn thee ; I am loft for ever V^ And again, 
" If God hath made with me a covenant. Why then 
1 have fomething to do on my part ; (for this is the 
liature of the cov«fnant, to bind on both parts) but, 
alas ! I have (ailed, I can do nothing ; I can as well 
difiblve a rock, as make my heart of ftone a heart 
8 U u 
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of ficfli : I can as well reach heaven with a finger, 
as lav hold on Chrift by the hand' of faith !*^ Have 
not lueh arguings as thefe been many a time in thy 
heart ? Confider how the covenant is ordered in 
refpeft of the author of it, of the perfons intereft 
ir]^ it, of the parts of which it confifts, and of the 
end and aim to which it refers: and in Tome of 
thefe, if not in all of thefe, thou wilt find thy ob* 
jc'ftions anfwered. 

. (3.) It is fure. God is not faft and loofe in his 
covenant. Heaven and earth fliall pafs away, be* 
fore one jot or tittle of his word (hall fail. Con- 
fider, O my foul, he doth, can, and will perform his 
\vord : his power, his love, his faithfulnefs, all (land 
engaged. What fweet matter is here for a foul 
tp dwell upon ? What needs it to go out to 
other objefts, whilft it may find enough here? Bat. 
efpecially what needs it to beftow itfelf upon vaiii 
things ? Oh ! that fo much precious fand of our 
thoughts (hbuld run out after fin, and fo little after 
grace, or after this covenant of grace I 

. 5. Confider Jefus in that promife which God 
made with Ifrael and Judah: / will put my law in 
their inzvaj^d partSy and write it in their hearts^ and 
/ will be their Cody and they Jkall he my people : 
and they Jkall (each no more every %nan his neigh- 
bonr, and every man his brother, fayingy kriow tlie 
Lord.:. for they Jhall all know me^ from the leaji of 
them to thegreatefi of them, faith the Lord y for I 
toill forgive their iniquity , and I will remember their 
fins no more. Oh f what an error is it, that there 
is no inherent righteoufnefs in the faints, but only 
in Chrift 1 . Is not this the ordinary fcripture-phrafe? 
/ ivillput my fpirit within you : and the zoater that 
If hall give you^ Jhall be in you a ivell of water 
fpringing up into everlajting lift : and the anointing 
zvhic/i you have received of him^ ahideth in you t and 
Clirijl in you the hope of glory. Obferve how the 
fpirit of the living creatures was in the wheels ; fo 
tnat when the fpirft went^* they went, and when 
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the fpirit was lifted up, they were lifted up ; eveu 
{q is the fpirit of Chrift, a£ting, guidiug, framing 
and difpofing them to move and walk according t^ 
his laws. lAe kingdom of lieaven is uuilhiu tjtpu^ 
faith Chrift. Jud I delight to do thy wilU O GoL 
faith David, yea^ ihy Law is within my heart. Q 
my foul, if thou art in covenant with God> befide^ 
the indwelling of the Spirit, there is a fpiritual prinr 
ciple of grace, which Chrill by his Spirit hat^ put 
.intp thy heart, enabling thee to move ihyfelf towards 
.Qod. Oh ! conH^er this inward principle, it is ai^ 
excellent fubjeft, worthy of thy confideration ! 

(1.) I will be their God, and. they (hall be my 
people. Confider God eflfentially, and perfopally^ 
God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy 
Ghoft^ God in bimfelf, and God in bis creatures^ 
This very promife turns over heaven, earth, fea^ 
land, bread, clothes, fleep, the world, life and deatb^ 
into free-grace. No wonder if God fet this promife 
in the midft of the covenant, as the heart in the 
inidft of the body, to communicate life to all the 
reil. This promife hath an influence into all other 
promifes; it is the great promife of the new cove- 
nant s it is as great as God is; though the heavens^ 
and heaven of heavens be not able to contain him, 
yet this promife contains him ; God (huts up bim- 
felf, as it were, in it. I will be their God. 

(2.) Theyjhallbe my people^ i. e. they (hall be 
to me a peculiar people. Tit. ii. 14. The word hath 
this emphafi^ in it, that God looks upon all othe:r 
things as accidents* in comparifon, and his fubftance 
is his people ; they are his very portion. For th^ 
LorSs portion is his people^ Jacob is the lot of his 
inheritance. They, are his treafure, his peculiar 
treafure above all people. If ye will obey my voice 
indeed, and keep my covenant, then Jhall ye be a 
peculiar treafure unto me, and above all peopk ; 
for all the earth is mine. Obfcrve, O my foul, all the 
earth is mine, that is, all people is my people i but 
1 have a fpecial intercd in my covenanted people, 
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they are only my portion, my peculiar treafure, 
The faints are thpfe that God hath fet his heart upv 
on ; they are children of the high God ; they are 
the fpottfe that are married to the Iambi they are 
f^earer God in fome refpefts than the very angels 
themfelves, for the angels ^rt not in a myftica} 
union fo married to Chrift as Gbd*s people are^ 
Oh ! the happinefs of faiqts ! / wiU be their God^ 
qnd theyjhall he my people. 

(3.) They fiall teach no mpre every man his neighi 
hour, and every man his brother, fayingt know the 
Lords for theyjialt all know me, frorri the leajl to 
the greatejij faith the Lord. Confider this, O poor 
foul! Thou complaineft of thy weaknefs, thou 
knowcft little or nothipg : Why, fee here a glori- 
ous promife ; if thou art but in covenant with God, 
thou (halt be taqght of God, and then thou (halt 
know God far more clearly thaq the Jews of old j 
He will open to thee all his treafures of wifdom and 
knowledge, He will bellow on thee a greater mea- 
fure of his Spirit, fo that out of thy belly fhall flow 
rivers of living wat(r. We fay, a good tutor may 
teach more in a day than aqother in a month. Now 
the promife runs thus, that all thy children (hail be 
taught of God. Not that private inftruftion, or 
public miniftry, mull be exclqded, we know 
thofe are appomted under the new teftatpent, and 
are fubordinate to the Spirit's teaching ; but that 
the te^ichings of God far furpafs the teachings of 
men, and therefore the knowledge of God under 
the new teftartoent ihall far furpafs that under the 
old. Herein appears^the excellency of Chrrft's prq- 
phetic'al ofEce, •* He is fuch a prophet as enlighten^ 
every man within that comes into the world : He is 
fuch a prophet as baptized with the Holy Ghoft^ 
and with fire : He is fuch a prophet as makes nnen^s 
hearts to burn within them when he fpeaks unto 
them: He is fuch a prophet as bids his miniiler^. 
Go, teach all the nations, and I will be with you i 
^7id I will make ypu able miniflers^ not of. the letter^ 
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but of the Spirit: He is fuch a prophet as teachetH 
Jnwardly, clearly, experimentally, and fweetly: No 
pian in the world can fay this, or do this, but Jefus 
Chrift, the great prophet of the church, v^hom Go<} 
Jiath raifed up like unto Mofes, yet fi^r above Mo« 
fes. Oh ! my fou)^ conlider if thou art thus taught 
pf God ! ■ 

(4.) I will forgive their iniquity, and I wiUre- 
piember thefrjins no more. Confider of this ! Blef- 
fed are they whofp ipiquities are forgiven, ancj 
whole fins are covered. Confider, O my foul, fup- 
pofe thv condition thus; As thou liveft under the 
laws or men, fo for the tranlgreOions of thofe laws 
thou art called to account. The judge weighs, and 
gives jiift judgment, he dooms thpe to the ax, or 
racky or wheel 5 and ^ecaufe of the aggravation of 
thy crime, he commands thee to be tortured leifure* 
jy, that bones, fiqews, joints, n)ight be pained for 
twenty, thirty, forty, fifty years ; that io much of 
thy flei^ fliould be cut off every day j that fuch and . 
fuch a bone flioiild be brokeq, fuch and fuch 4 
day J and th^t by art the flelh fliould be reftored, 
?nd the bone cur?d again ; that for fo many years 
thou mightell be kept every day dying, and yet ne-? 
verdie : that all this while thou muft have no fleep, 
noreafe, nor food, nor cloathing ; that whips of 
iron fcourges of fcorpions, that racks, wheels, cal- 
drons fpll pf melted lead, (hpuld be prepared, in- 
ftruments of thy continual torments: In this cafe, 
fuppofe a mighty prince, by an aft of free and fpe- 
cial grace (hould deliver thee frpm this pain and 
torture, and not only fo, but fliould give thee a 
life in perfefit health, fliould put thee into a para- 
dife of pleafures, where all the honour, love, and 
fervice of a world of men and angels fliould wait 
thee, aqd where thou flioulc^ft be elevated to the top 
of all imaginable happinefs, above Solomon in the 
higheft royalty, or Adam in his firft innocence ^ 
were not this mercy ? Wouldft thou not think it 
);he higheft z6\ of grace and loye that any icreature 
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could extend to his fellow creature ? And yet aU 
this is nothing but a fliadow of grace in compari- 
fon of the love and rich grace of Qbd in the iiiftifi- 
cation of a (inner. If thou haft a right to this pror 
inife, I will forgive thy iniguily, aiid I zvi/l remem- 
ber thy Jin no viore^ thou art delivered frooi eternal 
death, and thou art entitled to an eternal kingdom. 
Oh ! know thy .bleffedne.fs aright ! Confi^er how 
infinitely thou art engaged to God, and Chrift, and 
mercy, and free-grace ! This pronciife founds.forth 
nothing but grace and bleffing ; Grace from God^ 
and bleiTing on us: It is ^r^ce, becaufe nothing but 
grace and mercy can fcJrgive ; It is grace i becaufe 
God, if he will, hath power in his hand to revenge. 
He doth not pafs by fin as men do offences, when 
they diffemble forgivenefs ; they may forgive, be- 
caufe they have not power to avenge : It is other- 
wife with God : To me belongs vengeance, faith 
-God. He is able to deftroy, and yet he chufeth to 
forgive. This is his nam€, ftrong and gracious. 

O my foul, thou art apt,to fpiy, " Will the Lord 
forgive my fins ? What reafon hat;h God to look pn 
ine, to pardon me, to pluck me as a fire-brand out 
of the fire of hell ? Why flbould God forgive me ?'* 
But now confider, if thy heart be humbled, the 
Lord will do it. 

(1.) Becaufe he delighteth in mercy. It is a 
pleafure to God to forgive fins. Never did we take 
more pleafure, nor fo much pleafure in commit- 
ting fin, as he doth in pardoning fin. He is the Fa* 
thcr of mercies; he delights in mercy, as a father 
in his children ; it doth him gopd to fee the fruits 
of his own mercy, in taking away the fins of his 
own people. 

(2.) Becaufe it is his nature and incliuation to 
pardon fin. This appears, 

[l,] In the proclaiming of his name. The Lord, 
the Lord, merciful a?td gracious^ longfiiffering^ 
'abundant in goodnefs and truth, keeping viercyjor ^ 
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thonfands^ forgiving iniquiiy^ and tranfgrejfvony 
and Jin, 

[2.] In his gracious invitations. Come unto me, 
faith thrift, if fin burden you, 1 will eafe you. 

[3.] In his patience, and waiting for repentance. 
He waits to this very end that he might be gtaci- 
ous, and that he may hav6 mercy. 

[4.] Becaufe it is nis promife to pardon fin, L 
euetilf am he that blotteth out thy tranfgreffiom 
for my own fake, and w\\\ ,not remember thyfins^ 
This promife of pardon is one of the great bleffings> 
of the covenant of grace. . You hear the words, 
/ Will forgive their iniquity^ and I will remember 
their Jins iw more. 

Now come, confider, O my foul, of every par- 
ticular in this gracious covenant, and be ferious in 
thy confideration ! Surely there is too much expence 
in thy fpirit upon vain and tranfitory, and worldly 
things* Alas I thou haft but a fliort time to live ; 
and the ftrength of thy mind is the moft precious 
thing thou haft. Oh then! let thy inmoft thoughts 
and deep affections be a^ed a-nd exercifed on this 
fubje6l. If God and Jefus, and all thy good be 
included here, why ftiould not thy :whoIe foul be 
intent on this ? Why (houldft thou fpend it on the 
creature ? Whv fliouldft thou be fo (ubje£i: to car-^ 
nal griefs and fears ? Surely all thefe are fitter to 
be fixed on God in Chrift, on Jefus in a covenant 
of grace. 



SECT. III. 

Of Deffing Jefus in that Refpell. 



Wi 



E muft defire Jefus, carrying on the great 
work of man's falvation, before his coming in the 
fiefli. It is not enough to know and cpniider, but 
we mult defire. This is the order of God's work: 
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No fooncr hath his Spirit clearly revealed the good- 
uefs of the proriiife that tire come to kriow, buf 
the foul confidcrs of It, views it in all his excellen- 
cies, weighs it in the balance of its beft aitrd deep* 
eft meditatioti. This done, thd affc6l?ons begin td 
ftir, and the' fotil begins thtts. to reafon : ** Oh ! 
happy I, that I fee the goodneft of this gracious 
promife; but raiferable I, if I come to fee this, and 
never have a (hare in it I Oh ! why not I Lord ? 
Why not itly fins pdfdoned ? Why not my corrup- 
tions fubdued ? Why not the law written in my 
heart, and put into my irtward parts? Why may 
not I fay. My Lord my God? Or, I am my be- 
loved*s> and my beloved is mine ? Why not this 
covenant eftabliflied between God and me? Now^ 
my foul thirfts "after this as a thirfty land, thy affec- 
tions hunger after Jefus. Oh ! I would fain be irt 
covenant with God ; for this is all my falvation^ 
and all my defire ! 2 Sam. *xiii. 9. ' 

Come then, my foul,* and whet thy defireS, Jti 
every of thefe refpefts: as, 1. defire thy intereft irt 
the covenant ; 2. defire thy improvement of the 
covenant; 3. defire the continuance of thy covenant 
ftate; 4. defire Jefus the great bufinefs, or the 
All in AH in a* covenant of grace* 

1. Defire thy iiitereft in the Covcnatit. Say in 
thyfelf : " Is the Lord willing to receive me in his 
grace? Was that his voice in the ftreets, How" 
long ye fimple ones, will ye love fimplicity ? Turri 
yc at my reproof, behold I will pour out my fpirit 
upon you. Was that his proclamation. Ho, every 
one that thirfteth, come ye to the waters, incline yout 
car and come unto me, and I will make an everlafting 
covenant with you, even the fure mercies of DaVid ? 
And are thefe th€ promifes offered in the covenant, 
I vfiU put my law into their inward parts, and I will 
write it in your hearts, and I will be your*God, and 
ye (hall be my people. Oh ! the blefled condition 
of thofe people that are in covenant with God ! 
Blefied art thou, O Ifrael^ who is like unto thec» 
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a people faved of the Lord ! Happy is the people 
that are in fuch a cafe, yea, happy is that peopld 
whofe God is the Lord. — But ah ! what can I fay ! 
No fin like unto my fin, no mifery like unto my 
mifery. — Alas? I die for hunger, whilft thofe that 
are in my father's houfe have bread enough. — Oh ! 
that I were in their condition ! — Never did. David 
long more for the waters of the well of Bethlehem^ 
than my foul, now touched with the fenfe of fin^ 
doth defire to be at peace, with God, and in cove- 
nant with him. — Oh! I thirft, I pant, I gafp after 
him, I long for communion, and peace with him, 
with my foul do I defire thee in the night, yea, with 
my fpirit within me do I feek thee early." 

2. Defire the improvement of the covenant: It 
may be, God hath given thee an intereflin it: But 
alas 1 thy hold is fo weak that thou fcarce knowefi: 
the meaning of it ; the Lord may anfwer, but yet 
he fpeaks darkly, as fometimes he fpake to the wo- 
man, Go thy way and fin no more. It is a middle 
kind of expreflSon, neither afluring that her fin was 
pardoned^ nor yet putting her out of hppe that it 
might be pardoned: So it may be, God hath given 
thee fome little eafe, but he hath not fpoken full 
peace: Go. on then and defi^-e more confirmation : 
Say in thine heart : *' O Lord, thou haft begun to 
ihew grace unto thy fervant; but oh ! manifeft to 
me all thy goodnefs ; Thou haft given me a drop, 
and I feel it fofweet that now I thirft, and long to 
enjoy the fountain \ Thou haft given me a tafte, but 
my defire is not thereby diminifhed, but enlarged \ 
and good reafon,for what are thefe drops, and taftes, 
but only the firft fruits and earnefts of the Spirit.-— 
Oh ! then, what are thdfe harvefts of joy ? What 
are thofe treafures of wifdom, and free grace hidia 
God ? — I have indeed beheld a feaft of fat things, 
of fat things full of marrow, of wines on the lees,' 
of wines on the lees well refined ? but oh I what a 
famine is yet in my fpirit! — O Lord, I have longed 
for thyfalyation. Come, Lord Jefua, come quickly ?'^ 
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3, Dcfire after continuance of the covenant- 
fiate. Many a foul cannot deny but that the Lord 
hath (bevred mercv on him^ but he fears that he 
fhall not hold out : He feels within fuch a power of 
corruption, fuch ilrong temptations, that now he 
doubts. Oh! what will become of my poor foul? 
what will be the iffue of this ? Come now, and 
defire perfeverance. When Peter was ravifhed on 
the mount. It is good being here (fays he), let us 
build three tabernacles: His defire was to have 
continued there for ever. O come with thefe pant^^ 
ings and breathings after God ; put forth thy de- 
fires in thefe or the like expreffions ; ** O Lord, 
thou haft faid, I will betroth thee unto me for ever: 
Then, Lord, I defire the accompliflunent« Oh ! 
fulfil what thou haft faid! It would break fny^ 
heart if ever the covenant (faould be broken betwixt 
me and thee. My defire is towards thee^ and the 
more I enjoy thee, the more I defire and pant after 
thee. My defires are like thyfelf, infinite, eternal, 
everlafting defires* 

4. Defire Jefus, the great bufinefs, or the All in 
AH, in a covenant of grace. The moft proper ob* 
je£t of defire, efpecially to man fallen, is Jefus 
Chrift. Hence it is that a poor finner, under the 
fenfe of fin, cries out with the tehemency of defire, 
•^ Chrift, and none but Chrift; give me Chrift, or I 
die, I am undone, lam loft forever. But what is 
Gbrift, or Jefus, to a covenant of grace ? lanfwer. 
He is the great bufinefs. He is the All in AH. 

( 1) Chrift is the meffengcr of this covenant. The 
Lord whom ye feek fhall fuddenly come to his tern- 
pie, even the mefleisger of the covenant whom ye 
delight in. Chrift travels with tidings between par- 
ties of the covenant. 

[l] He reports of God to us, he commends hi« 
Father unto us. Minifters cannot fpeak of Chrift, 
and of his Father, as he can do himfelf. O my 
foul, to excite thy defiresi come, and hear Chrift 
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fpeak of Chrift, and of his Father^ and of heaven, 
for he faw all. 

[2] He reports of us to God; he commends us 
to his Father. ,0 rightex)us Father^ the world hath 
not known thee, but I have known thee, and thefe 
have known that thou haft fent me. Happy fouls^ 
of whom Chrift is telling good tidings in heaven > 
for be is the ai>gel of the covenant, 

(2) He is the witnefs of the covenant ; he faw 
and heard all. Behold I have given him for a wit- 
nefs to the people : And he is called, the faithful 
Witnefs : The Amen : The faithful and true Wit- 
nefs. The covenant faith, the Son of man came 
to feek and to fave that which was loft: Amen, faith 
Chrift, 1 can witnefs that to be true. The cove- 
nant faith, Chrift died, and rofe again for finners ;, 
Amen, faith Chrift, I was dead, and behold I live 
fpr ever niore. Amen. There is not any thing faid 
in the covenant but Chrift is a witnefs to it; and 
therefore we read in the very end of the Bible, this 
fubfcripfion, as I may call it, in relation to Chrift, 
He which tejiifieth thefe things faith^ furely I come 
quickly. Amen. 

(3) Chrift is the furety of the covenant. In as 
much as not without an oath he was made a prieft, 
by fo much was Jefus made a furety of a better tef-* 
tament. The covenant of works had a promifei 
but becaufe it was to be broken, and done away. 
It had no oath of God, as this hath. O doubting 
foul, thou that fayeft thy falvation is not fure, 
think on this fcripture ; tnou haft the oath of God 
for it; it is a fwofn article of the covenant, Believe 
in the Lord Jefus and thou flialt be faved. And tp 
this end Chrift is a furety. 

[l] Surety for God, he undertakes that God 

(hall fulfil his part of the covenant; F^ar not^ little 

fiocky for it is your Father's good pleafure to giv^ 

you the kingdom. And him that cometh unto me, / 

mil in no wife call out. 

X%2 
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fi] Surety for us. And' to this purpofe he hatl^ 
paid a ranfocn for us; and giveth a new heart to 
lis. 

(4) Chrift IS the Mediator of the covenant. The 
apoltle calls him Jefus the Mediator of the new co- 
venant. He hath fomethingf of God, as being true 
God, and fomething of nsan, asiharing with us of 
the nature of man: Hence he is Mediator by office, 
and layeth his hands on both parties, as a days-man 
doth ; and in this refpefl he is a Friend, a Recon- 
ciler, and a Servant. 1. A friend to both parties j 
he hath God's heart for man, to be gracious, and he 
hath man's.heart for God to fatisfy juftice.' 2. A 
Reconciler of both parties j he brings down God 
to a treaty of peace, and he brin^js up man by a 
fanfom paid; fo that he may fay unto both, "Fa- 
ther, come down to my brethren, my kindred and 
flefti; and thou my fitter and fpoufe come up to 
hiy Father and thy Father, to my God and thy 
God." 3. He is a Servant to both parties, Behold 
my fervant, faith Qod, my righteous fervant. Yea, 
and our fervant. He came not to be ferved, but to 
ferve, and give his life a ranfom for many. 
' (5) Chrift is the tcftator of the covenant. He 
died to this very end, that he might confirm the 
covenant. ' Where a teftament is, there muft alfo 
of neceffity be' the death of theteftator; for a tef- 
tament is of force, after men are dead, otherwife it 
is of no (Ifength at all, whilft the teftator liveth. 
Chrift then m*uft die, 'and Chrift's blood muft be 
fhed, to feal the covenant of grace. It is not 
every blood, but Chrift's blood that muft feal the 
everlafting covenant, Heb. xiii. 20. and his blood 

feeing (hed, he is then rightly called the teftator of 
he covenant. 

Oh ! what fuel is here to fet our defires on 
flame ! Come foul, and bend thy deiires towards 
Chrift, as the fun-flowet towards the fun, the iron 
to the loadftone; yea, the nearer thou drawe(( 
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towards Chrift, the more do tho.u defire Chrift. 
** He that thirds let him thirft more, faith Bernard, 
and he that defires let him defire yet more abun- 
dantly." Is there not caufe ? Oh! what excellen- 
cies haft thou found in Chrift ! Poor foul ! thou 
haft undone thyfelf by fin, there's but a ftep be- 
twixt thee and damnation ; but to fave thy foul^ 
Chrift comes leaping on the mountains, and Ikip* 
ping on the hills : he enters into a covenant with 
God ; he is the meffenger of the covenant, the wit- 
nefs of the covenant, the furety of the covenant, 
the mediator of the covenant, the teftator of the 
covenant, the great bufinefs, the All in All. If Da- 
vid could fay. My Joul breaks for tht longing that 
it hath to thy judgments at all times ; how mayeft 
thou fay, My foul breaks for the longings that it 
hath to thy mercies^ and my Jefus at all times. Oh! 
I gafp for grace, as the thirfty land for drops of 
rain. I thirft, I faint, I }angui(h, I long for an hearty 
draught of the fountain opened to the houfe of 
David, and to the inhabitants of Jerufalem. Oh! 
that I could fee Jefus flying through the midft of 
heaven, with the covenant in his hand. Oh! I 
long for that angel of th^ covenant ; I long to fee 
fuch another vifioti as John did, when he faid. 
And If aw another angel in the midjl of heaven^ 
having the evei^lafting gofpel to preach unto them 
that dwell upon the earth. What ? Is thai cove* 
nant in the hand of Chrift ? And is my name 
written in that roll? Say, "Lord, is my name 
written on the heart of Chrift? Ohl if 1 had the 
glory of all the world ; if I fiad ten thoufand worlds, 
i^nd ten thoufands lives, I would lay them all down, 
to have this poor trembling foul of mine aftured of 
Jthis. Oh! my thirft is infatiable, my bowels are 
hot within me ; my defire after Jefus is greedy as 
the grave, the coals thereof are as coals of fire, 
which hath a moft vehement flame/' 
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SECT. IV. 

Of Hoping in Jefus in that ReJpeS. 

JlIlOPE is a certain confidence that thedefired good 
will come. All the queilion is> whether thofe pr»* 
mifes contained in the covenant of grace belong 
unto me ? And what are the grounds on which my 
hope is built ? If the grounds be weak, then hope 
is doubtful, or prefumptuous ; but if the grounds 
be right, then hope is right, and I may caft anchor, 
and build upon it. 

In the difquifition of thefe grounds, we (ball 
only fe^rch into thofe qualifications which the fcrip- 
' ture tells us they are qualified with, with whom the 
Lord enters into a covenant of grace ; and thefe 
welbal) reduce, 1. To the condition of the cove- 
pant. 2. To the promife of the covenant. 

1. If thou art in a. covenant with God, thecrhath 
God wrought in thee that condition of the covenant, 
a true and lively feith. Believe on the Lord Jefus, 
aixlthou flialt be faved. The promife of life con- 
tained in the covenaat is made only to believers. 
This, is fo fure a way of tilal, that the apoAle him- 
felf direfts us thereunto : examine jjourfelves whe- 
ther ye be in the faith. But Kow fnall I examine ? 
Why thus : 

( 1 .) True faith will carry thee out of thyfelf unto 
Chrift, / liuCy yet not /,^ but Chnjl livetk in me. 
A faithful man bath nqt his life m himfelf, but 
iti Chrift Je(us.} he hath his fpiritual being in the 
!|Fatber| apd in his Son Jefus Chrifl^ he is joined 
to the Lord, and is one Spirit i he feeth the Father 
in the Son, and the Son within himfelf, and alfo the 
Father within himfelf through the Son. Know ye 
not that Chrijl Jefus is in you^ except ye be repro- 
bates? Yejkall know me^ faith Chrift, that I an\ 
ii} the Father^ and you in me, and I in you. ' 
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(2-) True faith will carry thee beyond the world. 
A believer looks on Chrift overcoming the world 
through him : This is the viftory that overcometh 
the world even your faith. 

(3) True faith is ever accompanied with true 
love. If once by faith thou apprehendeft Chrift's 
love to thee, thou canft not but love Chrift, who 
loved thee, and gave himfelf for thee. We love 
him, becaufe he firfl: loved us. 

(4) True faith purifies the heart, and purgeth out 
fm. When God difcovers this, that he will heal 
backfiiding, and love freely, and turn away his an- 
ger, then Ephraim fhall fay, What have I any more 
to do With idols? If ever Chrift reveal himfelf as 
the juftification, he will be fure to prefent hknfelf 
as the pattern of our fandification. The know- 
ledge of God's goodneis will make us in love with 
bolinefs. 

(5) Above all, <^ferve the rife. True faith, is 
ever bottomed upon the fenfe and pain of a loft 
condition. This is faith's method, " Be condemned 
to be faved ; be fick and be« heafed/' Faith is a 
flower of Chrift's own planting, but it grows in no 
foul but only on the margin of the lake of fire and 
brimftone ; in regard there's none fo fit for Chrift 
and heaven, as thofe who are felf-fick, aad felf* 
condemned in hell. They that be whole, need not 
a phyfician, faith Qhn&j biit they that are fick. 
I know fatan argues thus, " Thou art not worthy 
of Chrift, and therefore what haft thou to do with 
Chrift ? But faith concJi^des pthjerwife, I am not 
worthy of Chrift, I am out of meafure finful, I 
tremble at it, and I am ienfible of it, and therefore 
ought I, and therefore miift I come to Chrift ?*' 
This arguing is gofpeMogic and the right method 
of a true and faving faith ; for what is faith, but 
the a£t of a finner humbled, weary, laden, poor and 
felf*condemned? Oh 1 take heed of thetr do6trine, 
'who make faith the a£t of fome rile perfon never 
humbled, but applying whh an immediate touch. 
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his hot, boiling, and fmoaking lafts, to the bleed- 
ing, bleffed wounds and death o/ Jefus Chrift. 

2. If thou art in covenant with God, then hath 
God fulfilled in forae part the promifes of this cove- 
nant to thy foul. 

(1.) Then hath God put the law into thy inward 
parts, and writ it in thy heart ? l^ook, as face in the 
glafs anfwers face, fo does the conformity of thy 
heart to the law of God : thou obeyeft God's will, 
and delighteft in that obedience ; thou fayeft with 
David, I delight to do thy will, O God ; yea, thy 
law is within my heart. 

(2.) Thou art by covenant as one of the {ieople 
of God. Chrift hath thy foul, thy body, thy affec- 
tions ; thou art Chrift's by marriage , thou haft paft 
over thyfclf unto hipi to be his fpoufe, his crown, 
his fervant, his child for ever. 

Are thefe, O my foul, the grounds of thy hopes? 
a lively faith in Jefus ? an accomplifhment in fonie 
meafure of the promifes of the covenant ? Why, 
thefe are the fuel of hope. If this be thy cafe, a£t 
thy hope ftrongly on Chrift, and on the covenant of 
grace. O ! hope in Jefus. Draw on thy hope yet 
more and more. Be not content only with an hope 
of expeftation, but bring it on to an hope of con- - 
fideiice, oraiTurance; thou canft not fail, if thou 
hangeft thy hope on Jefus. 



i^*«^>«^»^^^W% 



SECT. V. 
Of believing in Jefus in that Refpe6l. 

VV E muft believe in Jefus carrying on this great 
tvork of our falvation in a way of covenant. Con- 
fider, O thou foul, to this end, thefe following 
pafTages. 

1. Confider the gracious nature of God. That 
which undoes broken hearts, and trembling fouls,r 
18 mifconceivings of God. We have many times 
low thoughts of God's goodaefs^ but we have large 
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thoughts bf his pQwex and wrath l No*r, tb fc&ify 
thefQ iDifappreheniipns, con(id^r his nam?; and 
therein is nature, The Lord^ the Lord God^ mef\:i^ 
ful and gracious, longfuffering, and abundant in 
goodhefs and truth, keeping, mercy for thoufands^ 
forgiving iniquity y tra)\fgreji0ni afidjins. 

2. Confider the gracious naturp of Ji^fus Ghrjft. 
Our thoughts of God are tiecelft^rily more ftrange^ 
than of Jefus ChrUt, becaufe of out ijifinire diilance 
from the Godhead; but iii Chrift, God is cotne 
down into our nature, and fo infinite gOodnefs and 
tnercy is incarnate. Art thou afraid, O my foul, 
at hii^ name Jah> and Jehovah i Qh ! remember his 
name is Emmanuel ; the iion 13 her/e difrobed,pf his 
garment of terror: See thy God difrobed of his 
terrible majefty; fee thy God is a man, and thy; 
Judge IS a brother* Oh ! th^t namie, Jeftis ! that 
name that founds heaiing foi* every wound, fj^ttiet 
ment for eyery diilra3ion, coaifort for ever/ for* 
row. But here's the mifery j fouls in diftrefs had 
-rather be poring on hejl than heaven. O my fouU 
how canft thou more contradift the nature of Chrift^ 
than tg think him a deitroyer of men? But where- 
in appears the gracious nature of Chrift ? J anfwer^ 

1. In his being incarnate. Hovv could Jefus have 
manifefted more wiUingnefs to fave, than that the 
Godhead (hould condescend to aflume our nature? 

2. In his tender dealing with all forts of £nners. 
He profciTed that he came into the world not to 
conideiEnn the world, but that the world through hini 
might be laved. He wept over Jerufalem, laying, 
O Jerufalem, Jerufalem* hjQW oft. would I have ga- 
thered thee as an hen gatheteth her chickens under 
her wings? but ye would not. And when his dif- 
jpiples would have had fixe come down from heaven 
to):onfume thofe.that refufed him* he reproved 
JtheflJi and told them, they knew aot of what fpirits 
they were. 3. In his care of his own; not caring 
Ivbat he fuflfe^ed, £0 tb^ raight be fayed. Alas* 
ala^s J that the Lord Jefus (hould pafs through a Jifa 
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of mtfery, to a death in6re mifefable, to rtiknifeft 
openly to the world the abundance of his love, and 
yet that my foul (hould fufpe£t him of cruelty, of 
unWillingnefs to fhew mercy ! Ah ! my foul* be- 
lieve ; never cry out, my (ins, my fins ! There is a 
gracious nature in Jefus Chrift to pardon all. 

3. Confider of thofe tenders and offers of Ghrift, 
thofe intreaties and befeechings to accept of Chrift^ 
which are made in the gofpel. What is the gofpel? 
or what is the fum of all the gofpel, bqt this ? ** O 
take Chrift, and life in Chrift, that thou mayft be 
faved." What mean thefc free offers \ Ho every 
one that thirjleth come to the rcaters, andwhofoever 
willf let him take of the toaters of life freely : and 
Godfo loved the world, that he gave his only her 
gotten Son, that wkofoever believed otf htmjhould not 
perifiy but have everlajiing life. God is the firft 
fuitor and folicitor j he firft prays the foul to take 
Chrift. Hark at the door ! who is it that knocks 
there? Who is it that calls now, even nbw ! Open 
unto me my JiJleTy my love, my dove, my undented ^ 
for my head is filled with dew, and my locks with 
the drops of the night ? See himthfough the win- 
dows. This can be ntme but Chrift ; his fweet 
language of fifter, love, and dove, befpeaks him 
Chrift; his fuffering language, that hishead is filled 
with dew, and his locks with the drops pf the night, 
befpeaks him Chrift. 'But hearken the motion he 
makes to thy foul : ^* Soul ! confider what price I 
have given to fave thee. This my body was cru- 
cified, my hands and feet nailed, my heart pierced, 
and through anguifti I was foi^ced to cry, my foul is^ 
heavy, heavy unto death, and now what remains fot 
thee but only to believe ? See all things ready on 
my part> juftification, fan&ification, falvation. I 
will be thy God, and thou (halt be of the number 
of my people. I offer now myfelf apd merits, and 
benefits flowing therefrom, and I entreat thee to 
accept of this offer. Oh ! take Chrift, and life, and 
falvation in Chrift. What, is tbi^ the voice of my 
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beloved? Are thefe the entreaties of J^fus,. an4, 
mv foul^ wilt thou not believe ? Wilt thpu not accept 
or this gracious offer of Chrift? Oh I confider who 
it is.thatproclaimeth^ inviteth, befeecheth? If a 
poorman ihould offer thee mountsuns of gold, thou 
mighteft doubt of performance, becaufe he is not of 
that power : if a covetous rich man ihould offer 
thee thoufands of iilver^ ^hou migbteft doubt of 
performance, becaufe it is contrary to his nature ; 
but Chrift is neither poor, ftor covetpusj as he is 
iable, fo his name is gracious, and his nature is to 
be faithful in performance, his covenant is fealed 
with hi^ blood, and confirmed by bis oath, that 
all (hall have pardon that. will but come in^ and 
believe. Oh ! then let thefe words of Chrift, whofe 
lips are dropping down myrrh, prevail with my 
foul, ^a;^ Amen to his offer, I bplieve. Lord help 
my ujnbenef. 

. 4. Confider thofe commands of Chrift, which^ 
notwithftanding all thy. excufes or pretences, he 
fattens on thee to believe. And this is his command" 
ment, that we Jkould' believe on the name of his 
Son Jefus Chrift. Surely this command (hould en- 
tirely out-weigh all countermainds of flefli and bloody 
of fatan, nature, reafon, fenfe, and all the world. 
Why, this command is thy very ground and warrant, 
againft which the very gates of hell can never prevail. 
When Abraham had a command to kill his only 
fon^ with his own hand, though it was matter of as 
great grief as could pofiibly pierce his heart, yet he 
would readily fubmit to it ; how much more (houldft 
thou obey when God commands no more, but that 
thou ihouldeft believe on the name of his Son Jefus 
Chrift? There is no evil in this command ; no, it 
comprehends in it all good imaginable. Have Chrift, 
and thou haft with him the excellency and variety 
of all bleffings both of heaven and earth ; have 
Chrift, and thou haft with him a difcharge of all 
thofe endlefs and eafelefs torments of hell ; have 
Chrift, and thou haft with him the glorious Deity 
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ftfelf^ t6 Idc enjoyed through him to all eternity, 
Ob ! then believe in Jfefus ! Suffer rtdt the dcviJs 
cavils, and t^e groundlefs exceptions of thine oWt\ 
heart to prevail with the^ afr^mft thp 4ire£t com- 
niandmept 6( ATmightV God. 

5. Confider the meffages of Chrift, which he 
daily fends bjr the" hands 6f bis gofpel-oiinifters, 
IVe areambajhdors'fot ChHfiyUs though God did 
befeechydu hif tis; we pray you in Chtijt'sjt^ad, be 
y^ recondiled unto God. Wli.^t a wonder is here 1 
wopld not an earthly prince difdain to fepd tb his 
rebellious flavesfor recdncilement ? It is otherwife 
with Chrift ; Tie is content to put \\p at our hands 
all indignities and affronts ^' be is glad to fue to us 
Jirft, arid to.fen^'his einbaffadori^day after day, be-» 
feeching us to be ieporicUed unto him. <!) incom-r 
prehenfible depth of unfpeakable rtifercy and en- 
courageroent to come to Chrift! Wilt thou take 
Chrift t6 thy brldegrobm, arid forl^ake all others? 
This is the riieffage which God hath bid tne t6 
deliver to thee : the Lord Jefus e?fpeft$ an anfwet 
from ihee ; and yfliould be glad toreturnafitanfwer 
to Wm that fent me. Say then, wilt thou have 
Chrift for thy hufband ? 'Wilt thou enter into c6t 
venant with him ? Wilt thou furrender up thy foul 
to thy God?' Wilt thou rely 'on Chrift, and appFy 
Chrift's merits particularly to (hyfelf ? Wilt thou 
believe? for that. is it I mean by ta^iii^, receiving, 
^nd marrying of Chrift. O happy if { could but 
join Chrift and thy foul together this day ! Q happjr 
thou, if thou wouldeft this day be perfuaded by a 
poor embaffador of Chrift! Blanie me not, if J 
am an importunate meffenger. Jf ever I hear frbui 
thee, let me hear fome good news, that I may retufn 
It tp heaven, arid give God the glory,. Com^, fay 
on ; art thou willing to have Chrift ? Wouldft thou 
have thy .name enrolled in the covenant of grace \ 
Shall God be thy God, and Chrift thy Chrift ? Wilt 
thou have the perfon of Chrift, and all (hofe prir 
vileges Rowing from the b|ood of Qhti& ? Sure t^o^ 
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art willing, art thou not ? Stay then ; thou inuft 
take Chrift on thefe terms ; thou maft believe on 
him ; thou mull tiakehim as thy Saviour ind I^ord ; 
thou muft take bim, ahd forfake all others for him. 
This is the true faith, the condition of th^ covenant. 
Oh! belrevc irt Jefus, and the povcbatil is t^n^ 
tlilhefl, atjd ^11 idoubts temoviSd; 



<i^<ffsr«Sri*v^ 



SECT, Vi. 
.0/ Loving I^us in th<U MefpeSl. 

*6. W.E muft bVe Jefa^, as c^Vryjng on this great 
work, of our falvafiori. Go oft thin, O itiy foul, 
put fire to the earth, blow thy litle fpi4rk, ft t be- 
fore theetjfod*s loVe and thou* tanft* not but love. 
' in God's love cdhfidfer; !• The time. 2. Thfe 
properties. 3. The elFeflts of it. 

1. For the time, (l.) He loved 'thee beforfe'the 
world was made. Haft thou ntit heaYd? and wilt 
thou ever forget it? Were not thpfe ancient loyes 
from all eternity ? 2; He loVed (hee in the very 
beginning o^f the world. Was faot/thfe pfomife ex- 
preffed to Adim intended f6r thie \ As thou fiii- 
nedft in his loins, fo didft thoU in his loins receive 
the promife^ It Jhall brtajfe, thy hedd. And ndt 
long aftef, when God eftabliihed his covenantwith 
.Abraham and his feed, waft thou n6t dne of that 
feed of Abraham ? 3. He loves thefe now ttiore 
efpecially, not 6rtly with A Idvfe 6f ben^vdlencJe, 
as before, but with a Jove of complacency: not only 
hath he ftruck covenant with Chrift, With Adam, 
with Abraham, in thy behalf, but particularly and 
perfonally with thyfelf. And Ohi what love is 
this ? If a woman lately conceiving love her future 
fruit; how fnuch more doth (he love it when it is 
f^arn i^nd embraced in her aritis ? So if God loved 
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tbee before thovi hadft a being, yea, before the 
world, or any creature in it, had a bemg, howr 
much more now ? Oh ! the lieighth, and depth, 
and length and breadth, of this immeafurable 
love 1 O my foul, I cannot cxprefs the love of God 
in Chrift to thee. I do but draw the pifture of the 
^un with a coal, whei I efideayour to exprefe 
God's love in Chrift. 

2. For the properties of ..this love. 1. God's love 
to thee is a free love. / will lave them freely, faith 
God. And the Lord didwtfet his love upon tfou, 
and choofejfouy bechtife ^e u^ere more in number than 

any people^ '-but becaufe the Lord loved you. 

There can be no other reafon why theXord loved 
thee, but becaufe he loved thee. 2. God's love to 
thee is the love of all relations.* Look what a 
friend's love is to a friend, or what a father's love 
Is towards a child, or ^hat an hufband's love is 
towards a wife, fiich is God's lov^ to thee 5 thou 
ar^ hi^ friend,, his (on, his daughter, his fpoufe ^ 
ahfl God is thy all in alK 

, -.3. For the effefts of his love! ' 1. Godfo loves 
thee^ as that he hath entered'into a covenant with 
tbpei Oh i vyhat a love is this ? Tell me, O my 
SowXy is there not an infinite dJfparity betwixt God 
and thee ? He is God above, and thou art a worm 
below: he is the hi^h and lofty one«that inhabiteth 
eternity, whofe name is holy, and thou art lefs than 
.^he leail of all the mercies of God. O wonder at 
fucha condefcenfion ! tha,t fuch a potter, and fuch 
,a former of things, Ihould come 00 terms of bar- 
gaining vitb fijch clay as is guilty before him ! Had 
we the tongues of men and an^els^i we could never 
' exprefs \i. . • 

God fo loves thee, as that in the covenant he 
gives thee ^11 his promifes. Indeed what is the 
covenant but an heap of promifes ? As a clufter 
of ftars make a conftellation 3 fo a mafs of promifes 
cgncurreth in the covenant of grace. Wherever 
Chrift is, clufterS' of divine , promifes grow out of 
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hioi ; as the rays and jbeams are froth the fun. A$ 
God hath given thee his Son, /o lie hath given 
thee himfelC and in that God hath given thee his 
Son and himfelf ; this is a greater degree of lore. 
Chfiftians! ftandan^azed. Oh ! what love is this to 
the children of men ! Oh I that we (hould live to have 
our ears filled with this found from heaven! IwiU 
be a God to thee^ and to thy feed after thee ; lam 
the Lord thy God. I will be their Gody and they 
/hall be my people. O my foul, where haft thou 
been? Ropfe up, and fet before thee all thefe paf- 
iages of God's love in Chrift : af e not thefe ftrong 
attra£lives to gain thy love? Canft thou choofe to 
love the Lord thy God ? Shall not all this love of 
God in Chrift to thee conftrain thy love ? God in 
Chrift is the very element of love. Every element 
will to its proper place. Now God is love, and 
whither fliould thy love be carried butto this ocean 
or fea of love ? Come by beloved (faid the fpoufe to 
Chrift) letiu ga up early to the vineyards, let us fee 
if the vine$ flour ijby whether the tender grapes ap* 
pears therle will I give thee my loves. The flou- 
riihing of the vine, and the appearing of the ten- 
der grapes are the fruits of the, graces of God in 
the sSemblies of his faints. When thou comeft to 
the word, prayer, meditation, be fure of this, to 
give Chrift thy love. 



SECT. VII. 

Of Joying in Jefus in that RefpeSf. 

1. W E muft joy in Jefus, as carrying on the great 
work of our falvation. I know our joy here is but 
in part; fuch is the excellency of fpiritualjoy^ that 
it is referved for heaven. God will not permit it 
to be pure and perfeft here below ; and yet fucH a^ 
it is, though miogkd with cares and pains^ >it is a 
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bledfed dnty; h is the light of oar fouls; and wer^ 
It quite taken awa^^ out lives would be nothing but 
horror and confufion. 

O my foul^ exercife this joy; Is there ndt caufe ? 
Come fee, ^nd ovrn thy bleiTednefs. Take notice 
of the great things the Lord hath done for thee. 1 . 
He hath made a covenant with thee of temporal 
merciei. Thou haft all thou haft by freeholding 
of covenant-grace. Thy bread is by covenant, thy 
fieep is by covenant, thy &fety from fvvord is by 
the covenant, the very tilling of thy land is by a 
covenant of grace,.£2ek.xxxvi. 34. O hovtrfweet 
is this? Every crumb is from Chrift, and by virtue 
of a covenant of grace* 

2. He hath made a covenant with thee of fpiri^ 

tual mercies 5 even a covenant ^f peace, and grace^ 

and bleffing,and life for evermore. God is become 

thy God. He is all things to thee; he hath for* 

given thy iins, he hath given thee his Spiriti to lead 

thee, to fan£tify thee, to uphold thee in that fiate 

wherein thou ftandeft ; and at laft he will bring 

thee to a full enjoyment of himfelf in glory* Oh } 

lift up thy head, (irengthen the weak hands and 

the feeble knees ; ferve the Lord with gladnefsy 

coniidering the day of thy falvatibn draweth nigh. 

Write it in letters of gold, that thy God is in cove-. 

nant with thee, to love thee, to blefs thee, and to 

fave thee. Yet a little while, and he that fball 

come wilt come, and receive thee to himfelf, and 

then thou (halt fully know what it is to have a 

Cod to be thy God. If a man'in covenant with 

God looks on him, he faith. This is my Father; if 

on Chrift^ This is my elder Brother; if on angels^ 

thefe are my keepers} if on heaven, this is piy 

houfc I if on the figns of. J^^aveo, fire> meteors^ 

thunder, tbcfc are but the elFeflls of my Father's 

^ower J ^f on prosperity, God hath yet better thijpgs 

formfiii^ ftt^re.; if on adverfity, Jefus Chrift bath 

buffered Biuch more for me than tbjs ; if on the d^t 

im1* die^baodheli; dcatJi iJwhfir.f is^tksfjli^g? 
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O grave I Where is thy viRory ? Come, poor foul^ 
is it not thus with thee? What? Art thou in cove- 
nant with God, or art thou not ? If yet thou doubl- 
eft, review thy grounds of hope, and leave Hot thefe^ 
until thou Cornell up to aflfurance. But if thou art 
perfuaded of thy intereft. Oh ! then rejoice therein. 
Is it not a gofpel-duty to rejoice in the Lord, anci 
again to rejoice ? The Lord is delighted in thf 
delights : he would fain have it thy conllant frame 
and daily bufinefs to live in joy, and to be alwayif 
delighting thyfelf in him. Blefs the Lord^ mj/ 
fouly faith David, and all that is tvithin me bldfs hit 
holy name. So rejoice in the Lord, O my foul, and 
all that is within me, rejoice in the name of God* 
This is true joy, when the foul unites itfelf to thd 
good poffefled in all its parts. And was there ever ^ 
fuch an objefct of true joy as this? Hearken, as if 
heaven opened, and the voice came from God in 
heaven, / will be a God to thee, and to thy feed 
after thee. I am the Loi^d thy God ; artd I will be 
thy God. What? doth not thine heart leap in thy 
bofom at this found? John the Baptift leaped in his 
mother's womb for joy, at the found of Mary*s 
voice ; and doth not thy foul fpring within thee at 
this voice of God ? O wonder ! fome can delight 
themfelves in fin; and is not God better than un? 
If there be in thee any rejoicingfaculty,now awake^^ 
and ftir it up. It is the Lord thy God whom thou 
art to rejoice in ; it is he who is the top of heaven's 
joy, their excjeeding joy; and it is he who is thy 
God, as well as their God.. Enough 1 Enough I or 
if this be not enough, hear thy duty, as the Lord 
commands thee: Rejoice in the Lord, Phil. iir. 1. 
Be glad, ye children of Zion, and rejoice in the Lord 
your God, Joel, ii. 23. Rejoice in the Lord all ye 
righteous, forpraife is comely for the upright, Pfal. 
itxxiii. 1. Rejoice in the Lord, ye ri^hteotts; and 
give thanks to the remembrance of his holinefs, Pfal. 
xcvii. 12. Let all th'ofe that put their truji in the*. 
% Zz 



Digitized by vJOOQIC 



( 362 ) 

^ ' . . . , 

rejoice t let them JlioiU for joy becaufe thou defendeji 
thejn-^isil ^/^^^ ^(/^ ^A^' ^^^'^ ^Av w^«z^ be joyful in 
thtx. Pfal.'v. 11. 



SECT. VIII. 

Of Calling on Jefus in that RefpeS. 



w, 



E muft call on Jefus, of on God the Father in 
and through Jefus, in reference to thi» gracious co- 
venant. Now. this calling on God contains prayer 
and praife. 

. 1. We muft pray. We muft ufe arguments of 
faith challenging God, turn thou me, and I ihall be 
turned. Why? For thou art the Lord my God, 
This covenant is the ground on which all prayer 
muft be bottomed. The covenant we know con- 
tains all the proroifes; and what is prayer but pro- 
mifes turned into petitions? Thus prayed the pro- 
phet Jeremiah, Do not abhor us for thy name^s 
fakcj do 7iot difgrace the throne qf thy glory. Re- 
member j break not thy covenant with us. Why? 
Art not thou the Lord our (rod? And thus prayed 
the prophet Ifaiah, Be not wroth very fore, neither 
remember iniquity for ever. Behold we befeech thee ! 
Atid why fo? We are thy people. Be thy foul 
in trouble for (in and corruption; yet go to God, 
and plead his promife and covenant : Say as Jeho- 
ihaphat. Lord, I knpw^ not what tq do, only mint 
eyes are unto thee-. Oh! do thou fubdue mine ini^ 
quities. Be thy foul troubled for want of ftrength 
to dp this or that duty; yet go to God and Cturift, 
and fay, ^^ Lord thou knoweft I have do ftreagth 
*^ in myfelf s I am a barren wiJdernefs, but thou 
*' hail entered into a coyenant with me, that thou 
*\ wilt put thy law into my inward parts^ thou 
*' wilt caufe me to keep thy judgments, and do 
« them, Ezck. xxxvi. 27," Here is the way j in 
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every want, or ftrait, or neceffity, fly to God and 
Chrift, faying, " Thou art my Father and we are 
*' thy people, O break not thy covenant with us." 

2. We muft praife. 1. If we would Jmye the* 
bleffing, let usfeek it with a pwirpofe to have grace 
exalted : thus Mofes fought pardon to this-very 
^end, that God's mercy ipight appif^r. IJtkqu.wilt 
pardon their ^n^ thy jnercy Jhall appear, ^ndwf 
Jkall be thankful untQ tlieeforit; fp the wor^^ art 
made out by expofitors, wjiich in tjip tisat ^^^ 
eithe^r paffionately or cnodeftiv fufp^pd^^ : Theff^ 
are prevailing requefts with Qod» whea >y^ p^a4 
for the glorifying of his own grace. Father^ glorify 
thy namCy faith Chrift, and prefentiy there cQoi^s a 
voice out of the cloud, I have glorified it, andmii^ 
glorify it again. ^^ , 

(3.) If we have the blefling alrwdy, then bp fur^ 
to afcribe glory unto him that faatb niade gpod his 
promife unto us. Who is a God like Unto thee, w^ 
pq/^eth by the tranfgrejions of the remnant of tin/ 
heritage? Who fliall make the praife of his grac^ 
.to ring through the world, that heaven an4 ^arth 
rns^y wonder at the grace that hath been ibew«4 
us. " i wiil mention the loving kindnefs of the 
.*' Lord, and the praifes of the Lord, according 
^* to all that the, Lord hath47fftowed on us, |ind 
*' the great goodnefs towards the hQufe of Iffael, 
^' which he hath beftowed on them according jto hi« 
^' mercies, and according to the n>uUitude of his 
*' loving kindneffes.*' See how t^e prophet ,ipen^ 
tiojis^the kindneffes, the loving .kin^ineflfesj^.th^ 
paai»Uuude of his ioviqg kindnreiles, the goqdaefs, 
end the great goodnefs of God : he could hardly 
.gef'oiFit; he would have God and grace to bav^ 
;all the glory* Oh! my foul, hath God entered thee 
jmto a covenant of grace ? . Why then blefs thf 
X4)rd, O my foul, andall tbatis within nneibiefii 
JW3 holy Bame 1 , / i. , .1 
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SECT. IX. 

<5/ Coi{fi)rmiiig tp Jefus in (hat SeJpeS. 



Wi 



E muft conform to Jefus in reference to this 
covenant of grace. We are changed by beholding, 
into the fame image. If we look unto Jefus in this 
refpe£t,' this look will have fuch an influence upon 
^s/ that we (hall conform to Jefus. But wherein 
confifts this confonnity? I anfwer^ in thefe par- 
ticular$: 

i. God in Chrift offers a covenant of grace to us: 
fo we through Ghrift (hould en^brace this gracious 
offer. His offers have appeared from firft to lad : 
As; 1. To Adarn, 2. To Abraham. '3. ToMofes. 
4. To David. 5. To Ifrael, and to Judah. Take 
notice of it in that great promife of the covenant, 
ft^iU'be thy God. So God is firft with us, he is 
the firft mover, he begins with fls before we begin 
with him. 1 zvill bring /A^m, faith God, into tfie 
land of the covenant. Now in this let us conform. 
Doth be offer ? Let us embrace the pflRer. Doth 
Be lead the way ? Let us. follow him ftep by ftep 
in that very way. Let us not prefcribe unto God, 
iet pot us prefunie to appoint the conditiona of the 
covenant. But, come, take Go* and Cl^rift upon 
his own terms^ fubmit to that way of the cove- 
Tianti^ and to fhofe conditions of peace which the 
Lord prefcribe tb. 

a. God in Chrift keeps covenant with us ; fo 
we through Chrift fhould be carefiii to keep co- 
venant with God.'* Bui we muft keep it. The 
Lord never will, never hath broken covenants on 
his part: but alas ! we on our parts have broken 
the f^rft covenant of works. Let us take heed we 
break not the fiecond ; for then there reihains not 
any more place for any niore covenants. As the 
J^rd keeps covenant with us j fo let us keep ccjt 
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venant with him; and therein is the blefling. The 
mercy of the Lord is from everlafiing to everlafting^ 
— tofuch as keep his covenant. 

Sundry a^s of faith are riequired to this keeping 
of covenant : 

(1.) Faith in keeping the covenant^ hath always 
an eye to the rule and command of God. As in 
things to be believed, faith looks on the promife : 
fo in things to be pra£lifed, faith looks on the com* 
mand. Faith will prefent no ftrange fire before the 
Lordi it knows that God will accept of nothing 
but what is according to his own will. 

(2.) As faith takes direction from the rule; foin 
keeping of the covenant^ it dircQs us to the right 
end, that is to the glory of God. We are of him, 
and live in him ; and by faith we muft live to htm 
and for him. ** For t>one of us liveth to himfelf, 
'* and no man dieth to, himfelf ; for whether we 
•^ livte,' we live unto the Lord ; and whether we die, 
*• we die ninto the Lord ; Whether we live therefore 
" or die, we are tho Lord- s." 

(3/) Faith in keeping the covenant fliields the 
foul againft all hindrances that it meets with. 
Sometimes we are tempted by the baits and allure* 
metits of the world. All thefe will I give thee, faith 
the world, if thou wilt be mine; but then faith 
overcomes the wdrid, by fetting before us better 
things than theffe. ^ortietimes we are tempted by 
crofTes, ^fHiflions, perfecutions, and fufferings for 
the,nameof Chrift; but then faith makes us con* 
querors through Ohrift that loved us, by fetting 
before us the end of oiir faith and patience. 

(4.) Faith eiicourageth the foul, that the Lord 
will l^ave a gracious refped unto its keeping co- 
venant. In every nation he that feareth him, and 
worketh rightequsnefs, is accepted of hii/n. Surely 
this*1s no fmali encouragement to well-doing* 
What would not a fervant do, if he knew his 
Lord would take it in good part? Now fafth af- 
fure& the foul> there is not one prayer^ one holy 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



( 36fi ) 

4]e€re, or ome g^ood thought, or word which is 
fpoken or done to the gJary of God^ but God takes 
notice of it, and accepts it in good .pari;. 

Oh my ibuP. art thou acquainted with thefe a£ts 
of faith, enabling thee in fome good meafure tQ 
keep covenant with God? Then is there a fweet 
conformity betwixt, thee ^nd Jefus. 

3. God in Chrift hath highly honoured us, as we 
ape his people ^,{0 we through Chrift fliQuld honour 
him highly, as he is, our God- This is the main 
end of the covenant* Ohl my foul, :be.:like to 
God, bear the image and refemblance of God thy 
Father, inthi^ refpc6): : he hath humbled himfelf to 
advance thee ;. then humble thyCelf to advance bims 
endearvbur evei;y way tp e^alt his iname. 
p We are vfilling to be in cov^pant wi?hGod, that 
we may fet up ouifelmes, that we may fit upoa 
thrones, and pofTefs a kingdom; but we mi^ft think 
eipecialiy qf fettjng up the Lortd upon his throfie. 
f4/crib€'grMtn^fs to our God, faith Mofes, make it 
a name and a praife ui;ito him, Ihat he hath vouch* 
iafedtp make i^s his p^pple^ and to take us into 
cov^pant with;;hiipiielf* Honour him as he is God| 
but ho|iQur hioi more abundantly^^s he is our God, 
W^P fi^ould hopour hi|n,iif hi^ pcptpl§ 4o not ? The 
jforld knpws him i}ot ; the world will Qotfeek after 
God,--pGod is pot in all bis th^ughts^ And ihaii 
God have no honom- ? Shall he that fttietcheth out 
^he heaVjensi^nd laid the.f0uniiation$ of the earth, 
and formed TOfltn Upop- it^,* hafe no glory ^? -Oh yes! 
The* |^or4 himfelf ^nfwf^rs. This people have I 
/armed /i>r mt/Jilf, they Jh^U^etp forth my, praife, 
$lureJy, ;Gpd wiW havetpraife frQip his o^n people, 
lyhom he hl^th taken iintp.himff4f. He will jbc g)9* 
lified \n all th^t cofrtA np^r.hw* 

3ut, hgw^ fliouHwe.hftnpur.Qo^ lanfwer^-. 
We ^uft lie. uncj^jr the aiithpriiy pf everji word of 
God, and copform. ourfelv^s to:th(e . ^xaipplQ^ of 
God : that i^^ w^imuft labour to beco?ip,^Uqwers 
vf.GoiJ, und iifliti^tip. his^virtu^s, \i is Apwfjof that 
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honour, which children owe to their parents to obey 
their commands, and to imitate their example. We 
cannot honour God more, than when we are hum- 
bled at his feet to receive his word, than when we 
renounce the manners of the world, to become his 
followers as dear children. Oh ! think of this ; for 
when we conform indeed, then we are holy as he is 
holy, pure as he is pute 3 and then, how ftiould this 
but tend to the honour and glory of our good God? 
Thus far we have looked on Jefus, as our Jefus, 
in that dark time, before his coming in the fiefli. 
Our next work is to look on Jefus, carrying on the 
great work of man's falvation, in his firft coming 
or incarnation. 



LOOKING UNTO JESUS 

IN HIS BIRTH. 



CHAP. I. 

Sect. l. Of the Tidings of Chriji. 

XN this period, as in the former, we (hall firft lay 
down the objefl: 3 and fecondly, direft you how to 
look unto it. 

The obje£l is Jefus, carrying on the work of 
man's falvation, in hia firft coming in the flefh, 
until his coming again. But becaufe in this long 
period we have many tranfaftions, which wc cannot 
with conveniency difpatch together: we (hall there- 
fore break it into fmaller pieces^ and prefent this 
obje£t, Jefus Chrift: 1. In his birth. 2. In his life. 
3. In his death. 4. In his refurre£tion. 5. In his 
afcenfion, ceffion, at God's right hand, and million 
of his Holy Spirit. 6, In his ibterceiffion for bis 
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faints ; in which bufinefs he will be efnployed till 
hisjecond coming to judgment. 

1. Firll, For the tranfaftions of Jefus in his 
birth. Some things we muft propound before, and 
fome things after his birth ; fo that we (hall continue 
this period till the time of John^s baptifm, or the 
exercife of his miniftry upon earth. Now in all 
the tranfaftions of this time, we (hall efpecially 
handle thefe : 1. The tidings of Chrift. 2. The 
conception of Chrift. 3. The duplicity.of natures 
in Chrift. 4. The wonderful union notwithftand- 
ing that diftinflion. 5. The birth of Chrift. 6. 
Some confequents after his birth, whilft yet a child 
of twelve years old. 

The firft paffage in relation to his birth, is, the 

tidings of Chrift : this appears, Luke i. 26, 27, 28, 

&c. Jnd in the^xlh month the angel Gabriel was 

fentfrom God, Xc. I fliall a little infift on fome of 

thefe words. 

1. Thp meftenger is an angel. Man was too 
mean to carry the news of the conception of God. 
Never any bufinefs was conceived in heaven, that 
did fo much concern th^ earth, as the conception 
of the God of heaven in a womb of earth ; no lefs 
therefore than an angel was worthy to bear thefe 
tidings ; and oever angel received a greater honour, 
than of this embaflage. 

, 2. This angel falutes the virgin ; Hail, thou that 
art highly favoured, the Lord if with thee ; blej/ed 
art thou among zvomen. Many men and women 
have been and are, the fpiritual temples of God ; 
but never was any the material temple of God, but 
only Mary ; and therefore, bleffed art thou amongft 
women : and yet we cannot fay that (be was lb 
ble(red in bearing Chrift, as (he was in believing in 
Chrift'; her bearing was more miraculous, but her 
believing was inore beneficial to her foul : 

8. This virgin is troubled at this falute. She 
might well be troubled; for, 1. If it had been but 
a man that had come in fo fuddenljTj wheti (he 
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expefiied none ; or fo fecretly, when (he had fto 
other company ; or fo ftrongly, thje doors being 
probably (hut ; (he had caufe to be troubled; How 
nouch more, when the glory of the angel heighten* 
ed the aftonifliment ? 2. Her.fex was more fub- 
jeclto fear: If Zachary was amazed with the fight 
of thisangel,^ how much more the virgin! But the 
angel comforts her; Feai\ not Mary^ for thou hajl 
foundfavour with God. 

4. Here is the foundation of her comfort, and 
our happinef$ ; Behold^ thou Jhait conceive in thy 
womb, and bring forth a fon^ and Jhalt call his 
name Jefus. Never was mortal creature thus ho- 
noured^ that her womb fliould yield that fle(h> 
which vi^as perfpnally united to the godhead ; that 
(he (houW bear him that upholds the world. There 
is one wonder in the conception, another in the 
fruit ; both are marvellous, but the latter is more 
myfl:erioMS, and fuller of admiration : The fruit of 
the womb is Jefus, a Saviour, the Son of the High- 
eft, a King ; God (hall give him a throne, and he 
Ciall reign for ever; for of his kingdom there Jhali 
be no end. Her^ was a Son, and fuch a Son as the 
world never bad before ; and here was the ground 
of Mary's joy: How could (he but rejoice, to hear 
what her fon (hoUld be before he was ? Surely, 
never was any mother fo glad of her fon born, as 
this virgin was of her fon before he was conceived. 

The ground of this joy lay more efpectally in. that 
name of Jefus. Here, Chriftians, is the obje£lthat 
you are to look unto. The fir(l title that the an« 
gel gives our Saviour, is Jefus a Saviour. Oh cornel 
let us dwell a little here. Without Jefus we bad 
never known God our friend; and without Jefus, 
God had never known us for any other than his 
enemies. This name Jefus is better to us than all 
the titles of God. Indeed there is goodnefs and* 
greatnef$ in the name Jehovah \ but we merited fq 
little good, and determined fo much evil, that in it 
alpne there had been fmall comfort for us; but ia 
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the name of Jefus *there is comfort, and with the 
name of Jefus there is comfort in the name of God, 
In old times, God was known by his names of pow- 
er, and of majefty ; but his name of mercy was re- 
ferved 'til now, when God did purpofe to pour 
out the whole treafure of his mercy, by the me- 
diation of his Son. And as this name is exalted 
above all names j fo are we to exalt his mercy 
above all his works. Oh \ it is an ufeful name ! 
In all depths, diftreffes, miferies, perplexities, we 
befeech God by the name of Jefus, to make good 
his own name, not to bear it for nought ; but as 
he is a Saviour, to fave us : And this is our com- 
fort, that God will never fo remember our fins, as 
to forget his own bleiTed name; and efpecially this 
name Jefus. It is the higheft, the deareft, the 
fweeteft name to us of all the names of God. 

The reafon of this name was given by the angel 
to Jofeph : Thou Jhalt call his name Jefus ^ for he 
Jiiallfave his people from their fins. But why from 
their fins ? We fecm rathpr willing to be faved 
from poverrty, ignominy, prifon, death. Hell. Sin 
is a thing that troubles but few : Alas I fin (if 
we uhderftand) is the very worft of evils : There 
IS no poverty but fin, there is no fhame but fin ; 
there is nd prifon but that prifon is a paradife with- 
out fin ; there is no death that has any filing in it, 
but for fin; ^t fiing. of death is fin; take out the 
fting, and you may put the ferpent in your bofom: 
Nay, I'll fay more, there would be no hell, were it 
not for fin : Sin firft kindled the fire of hell, fin fuels 
it; take away fin, and that tormenting flame goes' 
out. Had it not been for fin, the devil had had na' 
l^ufinefs in the world ; were it not for fin, he could 
never hurt a foul. 

What abundance of benefits are here in one 

word, He fliall fave his people from their fins / 

There is no evil incident to man, but it ceafeth to 

be evil when fin is gone. If Jefus takes away fin, 

.^e doth blefs our very bleffings, and fan^ify our 
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Sffliftions : He fetcheth peace out of trouble, 
riches out of poverty, honour out of contempt, 
liberty out of bondage : He pulls out the fling of 
death, puts out the fire of hell : As all evils are 
wrapt qp in fin ; fo he that faves us from fm, faves 
us from all evils whatfoever. 

This is that Jefus, the Son of God's love, and the 
author of our falvation. In whom alone God is well 
pleafed ; and whom the angel publiflied before he 
was conceived : Thou Jhalt conceive ^ and bring forth 
afouy and Jhalt call his name Jefus. 



SECT. II. 

Of the Conception of CkriJ. ^ 

X HE conception of Chrift, was tbecopclujfion of 
the angels raeffage. No fooner had the virgin faid. 
Be it to me according to thy word; but according 
to that word it was : Immediately the Holy Ghoft 
over-fhadowed her, and forms our Saviour in her 
womb. Now brethren r now was xhe time of 
love. Well may we fay. Now was it that the day 
brake up, that the fun arofe, that darknefs va-, 
niftied, that wrath gave place to favour and falva- 
tion: Now was it, that free grace came down from 
heaven, thoufands^of angels waiting on her i the 
very clouds part (as it were) to give her way ; the 
earth fprings to welcome her; the floods clap their 
hands for joy ; the heavenly hofts fing as (he goes 
along, Qlon/ to God in the highejy peace upon earthy 
good will towards men\ Truth and righteoufnefs 
go before her, peace and profperity follow after her, 
pity and mercy wait on either hand, and when (he 
nrll fets her foot on the earth, (he cries, A Jefus! a 
Saviour ! — Hear yefons of men ! — The Lord hatli 
fent me down to bring you neios of Jejiis l-r^Grace . 
and peace be unto you ; I will live with you in thi^ 
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world, and you Jkall live with me in the world to 
come. — Here was blefled news. — This is pure gof- 
pel; this is glad tidings: Free grace proclaioss Je- 
fus ; and Jcfus is made up as it were all of free 
grace. What eternal thanks do we owe to the eter- 
nal God ! How may we fay with the angels. Glory 
to God for Jefus Chrift ! 

But in this conception of Chrifl. are fo many won- 
ders, that e*er we begin to fpeak them^ we may 
Aand amazed: Without controver/y y great is the 
myftery of godlinefs : God manijefi in the Jlejh. 
3ay, Js it not a wonder, a myftery, a great myfte- 
ry, that the Son of God (bould be made of a wo- 
man, even made of that woman which was made 
by himfelf ? Is it not a wonder, that her womb then, 
and that the heavens now, fliould contain him, 
whom the heaven of heavens cannot contain ! — Con- 
cerning this conception of Chrift, I ftiall fpeak but 
a little: what man can conceive much of this? 
Our greateft light we borrow from the angel, who 
defcribes it thus: The Holy Ghoji Jhall come upon 
thee, and the power of the highejl Jhall overjhadow 
thee. 

Out of thefe words, obferve, J. The agent. 2. 
The effea. . 

1. The agent or efficient caufe of Chrift's con- 
ception, is the Jloly Ghoft. This agrees with that 
fpeech of the angel to Jofeph ; That which is con- 
ceived in hery is of the Holy Ghojt. This concep- 
tion of Chrift was by the operation, or virtue of the 
Holy Ghoft ; or by the energetical command and 
ordination of the Holy Ghoft, whereby that part of 
Ihe virgin's blood, or feed, whereof the lx)dy of 
Chrift was to be framed, was fo cleanfedand fanc- 
tified, that in it there (hould be peithcr fpot nor 
ftain of original pollution. 

2. The effeft was the framing of Chrift's man- 
hood, in which we may obferve the matter and 
planner. 1. For the matter: Obferve we the matf 
%t% of the bod;^, and of the foul of Chrift. \. Tfes 
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matter of the body of Chrift was the very flcfli and 
blood of the virgin : He was made of woman, faith 
the apoftle, 2. e. of the flefli and blood, and fub* 
ftance of the woman : And he was made of the 
feed of David (faith the apoftle) according to the 
flefti ; otherwife he could not have been the Son of 
David, according to the flefli. 2. The foul of 
Chrift was not derived from the foul of the virgin, 
but it was made as the fouls of other men be, u e. 
of nothing, by the power of God ; and fo infufed . 
into the body by the band of God. 

2- For the manner of forming Chrift's bumaln na* 
ture, it was miraculous. The angel afcribes two 
a£tions to the Holy Ghoft in this great work ; the 
one to come upon the virgin, the other to ovcr- 
fliadow her; by the firft is fignified the extraordi- 
nary work of the Holy Ghoft in fafliioning the hu- 
man nature of Chrift. 

The fecond a£tion afcribed to the Holy Ghoft, is 
overfliadowing of the virgin: This teachelh us 
that we fliould not fearch overmuch into this great 
myftery. Alas ! it is too high for us; if the courfis 
01 ordinary generation be a fecret, how paft alt 
comprebenfioD is this extraordinary operation } I 
know the word was madefiefi (faith Chryfoftom) 
hut how he was made I know not. 



SECT. III. 

Of the Duplicity of Natures in Chrift. 

HE duplicity of natures in Chrift appears, in 
that be was truly God and truly man. To us a child 
is bornj faith the prophet ; there is a nature human ; 
and he fliall be called the mighty God ; there is a 
nature divine. God fent his Son, faith the apoftle, 
therefore truly God : and the Son made of a wor 
naan^ therefore truly man. 
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': That Chrift is true God, both apparent fcrip* 
tures, and unanfwerable reafons drawn from fcrip* 
tures evince. . • 

'. 1. The fcriptures call him God. 7n the begin-- 
ning was the word, and the word was with God, and 
the word was God. — And unto the Son he faith, thy 
throne, O God, is for ever. And Thomas anfwered 
and faid unto him. My Lord, and my God y and 
take heed to yourf elves, and to all the flock — To 
feed the church of God^ which he hath purchafed 
with his own blood. And hereby perceive we the 
love of God, becaufe he laid down his life for us. 
Aad we know that the Son of God is come. This is 
the true God and eternal life, ^nd without contra- 
verfy great is the myjlery of godlinefs. God was 
manifefitd in thefiefh. 

2. Unanfwerable reafons drawn from fcriptures^ 
prove him God: Thus it appears. — 

(1.) From thofe incommunicable properties of 
the Deity which are afcribed unto him : He is eter- 
nal as God, Rev. i. 17. He is infinite as God, 
Matt, jcxviii. 20. He is omnifcient as God, Matt. 
IX. 4. He is omnipotent as God, He that cometh 
from above is above all — He is able to fubdue all 
things unto himfelf—He hath the keys of hell and 
death. 

(2.) From thofe afts afcribed to him which are 
only agreeable to the divine nature, as, to hear the 
prayers of the people, Jobnxiv. 14. To judge the 
quick and the dead, John 5. 22. And thus he 
creates as God, John i. 4. He commands as God, 
Matt. viii. 26. He forgives as God, Matt. ix. 6. 
He fanftifies as God, John i. 12. He glorifies a? • 
Qod, John x. 21. 

(3.) From all thofe acknowledgements given to 
h\m by the faints, which are only proper unto God ; 
and thus he is belie vM on as God« John iii. 18. 
\\t is loved as God, 1 Cor. xvi. 22. He is obey- 
ed a? Qod, Matt. xvii. 5. He is prayed to as God, 
AQ:s yii. 59. He is praifed as God, Rev. v. 13, - 
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He is adored as God, Heb. i. 6. Phil. u\ 10. 
Surely all thefe are ftrong demonftrations, that 
Chrift Jefus is God. But why was it requifite that 
our Saviour (hould be God ? I anfwer, 

1. Becaufe none can fave fouls, nor fatisfy for 
fin but God alone. There is none (faith the Pfalinift) 
tliat can by any means redeem his brother y or give a 
ranfom for him. — But God will redeem my foul 

from the power of hell. 2. Becaufe the fatisfa£lion. 
which is made for fin, muft be infinitely meritori- 
ous. An infinite wrath cannot be appeafed, but by 
an infinite merit; and hence our Saviour rauft 
needs be God, to the end that his obedience and 
fufFerings might be of infinite worth. 3. Becaufe 
the burthen of God's wrath cannot be endured by 
a finite creature : Chrift therefore muft be God, 
that he might abide the burden, by his divine pow- 
er. 4. Becaufe the enemies of our falvation were 
too ftrong for us : How could any creature over- 
come Satan, death, hell, damnation ? Ah ! This re*- 
quired the power of God, there's none but God 
that could deftroy him that had the power of death, 
that is the devil. 

2. As Chrift is God, fo he is true man. Ho 
was born as man, and bred as man, and fed as man, 
and flept as man, and wept as maq, and forrowed 
as man, and fuffered as man, and died as man. 

But more particularly. 1. Chrift had a human 
body. Wherefore when he came into the worlds He 
faid, facrifice and offering thou wouldeft not, but a 
body hajt thou prepared. 

. 2. Chrift had an human reafonable foul : My 

foul is heavy unto death, faith Chrift ; and again 

Father, into thy hands I CQmmit my fpirit. Surely 

(faith NazianzenJ either he had afoul, or he will 

never fave afoul. 

3. Chrift had all the properties that belong ei- 
ther to the foul or body of a man : Nay more than 
fo, Chrift had all the infirmities of our nature, fin 
only excepted ; I f^y the infirmities of our nature^ 
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as cold, and heat, and liunger, and thirft^ and 
wearinefs, and weaknefs, and pain. 

But why was. it requifite that our Saviour (hould 
be man ? 1 anfwer, I. Bccaufe our Saviour mud 
fuflFer and die for our fins, which the God-head 
could not do. 2. Becaufe our Saviour oiufl: perform 
obedience to the law. 3. Becaufe our Saviour 
inuft fatisfy the juftice of God in the fame nature 
wherein it was offended. 4. " Becaufe by this 
means we might have free accefs to the throne of 
grace, and might find help in our neceffities, hav- 
ing fuch an High Pried as was in all things tempt- 
ed like unto us/' Heb. iv. K^. 

A real diftin£tion of thefe. two natures is evident. 

1. In regard of effence, the God-head cannot be 
man-hood, nor can the man-hood be the God-head« 

2. In regard of properties the God-head is moft jivife^ 
juft,. omnipotent, yea wifdoro, juftice, omnipoten-* 
cy, itfelf, and fo is not the man-hood, neither can 
it be. 3. They have diftin6i wills: Not my will, 
but thy will be done O Father! Plainly differencing 
the will of a creature from the will of a Creator. 4. 
The very aftioris in the work of redemption are in- 
feparable, and yet diftinguiftiable : / lay down my 
lifcy and take it up again. To lay it down was the 
a£tion of man not of God y and to take it up^ waa 
the action of God, not of man in thefe refpe3a we 
fay each nature remains in itfelf entire, without 
any converfion, commixtion, or confufion : There 
is no converfion of one into the other, as when he 
changed the water into wine ; no compofition of 
both, no abolition of either^ no confufion at all. 
It is eafy to obfervc this real diftinflion of his two 
natures from Hrft to laft : as firft, he was conceived 
as others, and fo he was man ; but he was con* 
ceived by the Holy Ghoft, as never man was; and 
fo he is God. 

2. He was born as others, and fo he was man; 
but he was born of a virgin, as never man was ; and 
this fpeaks him as God. 3. He w^ crucifi«dj died. 
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and wa.si>uriedj ^nd fo he was man; but be rofe 
dgain from the dead^ afcended into heiven, ahd 
fro(n thence fhall come at laft to judge the quick 
dhd this dead^ and fo he is God. 

SECT. IV. 

Of the Union of the two Natures qf Chrifi'-i is 07ie 
and the fame F erf on. 

jL, HE union of two natures of Chrift,iri one and the 
feilf-lrdtne perfoii^ is that great wdnder, which now 
we muft (peak tif a^ We are able. But alas ! how 
ihould we fpeak oFthis union, and hot be confound- 
ed in ourfelves? It iS a great myftery, a fecret, a 
i^otoder. Many wonders have been fince the be- 
ginning of the world ; but all the wonders that ever 
were muft gtve pla^e to this. Neither the creation 
bf ail things but of nothing, nor the reftoration 
of all things into their perfeft beiiig; I mean nei- 
ther the firft work, hdr the laft work of God in this 
world ( though moft admirable) may be compared 
with this. This union of the two natures of Chrift 
ih one peifon, is the higheft pitch of God's wif- 
dom^ goodnefs, power, apd glory. ^ 

In the e:ltplicatibn of this union, that which I 
ihall infift on (as the moft neceflfary for our under- 
ftanding) is, 1. The Union itfelf. 2. The effeas 
or benefits of it. 

i. For the union itfelf wtf (hall difcufs, 1. Where- 
iti this union cohfifts. 2. The fcriptural texts Uiat 
confirm this uhioh. 3. Theperfonsaflfumingj and 
the nature alTamed: And of thefe as briefly as I 
iftay* 

This union confifts in that dependence of the 
human nature on the word, and in that communi- 
cating ofnhe perfon or fubftance of the word, with 
the human nature that is affumed ; fo that it is 
fuch an union that both natures m^ke one perfon 
of Chrift. 
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2. For the fcriptural texts that confirm this uni- 
on? Among many I (hall only cite thefe. 

When Chrift aflced his apoftles. Whom do men 
fay that I the Son of vian am ? — Simon Peter an-- 
fweredy thou art the Chrift the Son of the living 
God. Now if but one Chrift, then furely but one 
perfon: And if the Son of man be the Son of the 
Jiving God, then furehr there are two natures in 
that one perfon. Oblerve how the Son of n^aa 
and the Son of God, very man and very God, con- 
center in Chrift: As' the foul and the body make 
but one man, fo the Son of man and the Son of 
God made but one Chrift : Thou art Chrift faith 
Peter, the Son of the living God. 

So Paul, fpeaking of Jefus the Son of God, He 
tells us, that he was made of the feed of David^ ac- 
cording to the flefhy and declared to be the Son of 
God, with power according to thefpirit. 1. Made 
of the feed of David j of the fubftance of the vir- 
gin, who was David's pofterity. 2. Declared to. 
be the Son of God: The word in the original figni- 
fies a declaration by a folemn fentence or definitive 
judgment. / will declare the decree :- the Lord 
hathfaid unto me^ thou art my Son. That which 
I. point at: He is the fon of David, in refpeA of 
his manhood s and he is the Son of God, in refpeft 
of his God-head; here be the two natures; but in 
the words before, thefe two natures make but one 
Son, Jefu$ Chrift our Lord : And in the very- 
words themfelves he is declared to be the Son of 
God; He doth not fay Sons, as of two; but his 
Son Jefus Chrift, firft before, and then after ; to 
Ihew unto us, that as before his making, fo after 
his making, he is ftill but one Son, or one perfon 
of the two diftin£l natures fubfiftiug;. 

To the fame purpofe is that text: In him dwell- 
eth all thefullnefs of the God-head bodily; by the 
union of the divine nature with the human in the 
unity of his perfon, the God-head dwellcth in 
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Chrift as the foul in the body : It dwelleth in him 
bodily ; not feemingly, but really ; not figuratively, 
and in a iludow, as he dwelleth in the temple ^ 
not by power and efficacy, as he dwells in all the 
creatures; not by grace, as in his people^ nor by 
glory, as in the faints above; but effentially, fub- 
•ftantially, perfonally, the human nature being afr 
fumed into union With the perfon of the wordv 
Obferve the paffages; he in whom that fulnefs 
dwells is the perfon ; that fulnefs, which doth fo 
dwell in hiai, is the nature: Now there dwells in 
him not only the fulnefs of the God-head, but the 
fulnefs of the man-hoo4 alfo; for we believe him 
to be both perfect God, begotten of the ftibftance 
of bis father before all worlds, and perfed-mafi, 
made of the fubftance of his mother in this worid^; 
only he in whom the fulnefs of the God-bead dwell- 
eth, is one; and he in whom the fulnefs of the man- 
hood dwelleth, is another; but he in whomthe 
fulnefs of both theie natures d^cBeth is one and the 
fame Immanuel, and confequently one and the 
fame perfon; in hini, i. e. in his pierfon, dwelleth 
all the fulnefs of the God*head and all the fulnefs of 
the man-hood: In Urn dwelkth all the fuhiefs cf 
the God-head bodily. 

3. For the perfon affuming, and the nature: af- 
fumed: I. The perfon affuming, was a divine 
perfon : It was not the divine nature that aflumed 
an human perfon, but the divine perfon that af- 
fumed an human* nature; and of the three divine 
perfons, it was neither firft, nor the ihirdr;- neither 
the Father nor the Holy Ghoft that did affume this 
nature; but it was the Son, the middle peribn. 

2. The nature affumed was the feed of Abra- 
ham ; " For verily he took not on him the nature of 
angels, but he took on him the feed of Abraham.'* 
Elfewhere the apoftle calls it the feed of David : 
He is made the feed of David according to the 
•flefli: And, elfewhere he is called the feed of the 
woman : " I will put enmity between thy feed 
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and her feed : And when the fulnefs of the timf 
was come, God fent forth his Son made of a wo- 
man -/' No queilion (he was the material principle 
of which that precious fleih was made, and the 
Holy Ghoft, the agent and efficient: That bleffed 
womb of her was the bride chamber, wherein the 
Holy Ghoft did knit that indiflbluble knot betwixt 
our human nature and his Deity. The Son of God 
aflfuming into the unity of his perfon, that which 
before he was not, even our human nature^ Oh ! 
with what aftonifliment may we behold, our duft 
and aihes aflumed into the unity of God^s own 
perfoni 

T)iefe are the deep things of Cod, and indeed 
fo exceedingly myftical, that they can never be 
perk&ly declared by any man. Bernerd compares 
this ineffable myftery of the union of the two naT 
tures, with that incomprehenfible myftery of the 
trinity in unity. In the trinity are three perfon^ 
and one nature; in Chrift are two natures and one 
perfon; that of the trinity is indeed the gr^ateft 
and this of the incarnation is like unto it ; they both 
far exceed man's capacity ; for his way is in the 
Jea, ofid his path in the great waters, and his foot-' 
Jieps are not known. 

2. For the effe3s and benefits of this union } 
they are either in refpeft of Chrift, or in refpeft af 
Chrift ians. 

1. Tbofe \n xtiptGt of Ghrift, are, 1. An ex- 
emption of ail fin. 2. A collation of all graces. 
3. A communication of all the properties. 

1. We find that although Chrift appeared as a 
iinner, and that he was numbered among the wick- 
ed or with the tranfgrefTors. |fa. liii. 12. Yet in 
truth he did no fin, neither was any guilt found in 
his mouth, 1 Pet. ii. 22. The apoftfe tells us, he 
was holy, harmleis, undefiled, and feparatc from 
finners: He affumed the nature of man, yet by 
reafon of this pure conception, and of this unioA 
he was conceived, and born, and lived without fin ^ 
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}ie took upon him the feed of mzn, but not thefli) 
of man, fave only by imputation. 

2. The graces collated unto the humanity of 
Ghrift by reafon of his union^ are very many ; I 
(hall inftance in ibme : 

1. That the manhood is a peculiar temple for 
the deity of Chrift to dwelt in: It is the place 
wherein the Godhead (hews itfelf more manifeftly 
and more glorioufly than in any other creature: it 
is true, that by his providence he (hews himfelf in 
all his creatures, and by his grace iii his faints; but 
he is moft glorioufly, eternally, according to the 
fulnefs of his deity, in the humanity of Jefus Chrift : 
in htm dwelleth all the fulnefs of the Godhead 
bodily. Some are of opinion, that as now in this 
life, no man cometh unto God but by Chrift : fo 
hereafter, in the next life, no maq (hall fee God^ 
but in the face of Jefus Chrift, 

2. That the manhood of Chrift, according to its 
meafure, is a partner with the Godhead in the work 
of redemption and mediation : as he is Immanuel 
in refpe£t of his perfon, fo he is Immanuel in refpe£t 
of his office. He muft needs be man as well as 
God, that he might be able to fend this comfortable 
meftage to the Tons of men ; Go to my brethren, 
and fay unto them, I a/cend unto my Father, and 
your Father, and to my God and your God. 

8. That the manhood of Chrift, together wfth 
the Godhead, is adored and wor(hipped with divine 
honour : Not that we wor(hip the manhood aJone, 
as merely a creature ; but that we adore the perfon 
pf Chrift, which confifteth of the manhood^ and of 
the Godhead. 

4. That the manhood hath an extraordinary mea- 
fure of habitual graces poured into it. In this he 
excels the very angels, for to them was given grace 
only by mealiire j bqt to the humanity of Chrift 
was given grace without meafure j even fo much, 
as a creature is any ways capable of. Never was 
(here any but Chrift^^ whofe graces were no way 
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ftinted, and was abfolutely full of grace. Divines 
tell us of a double grace in Chrift ; the one of unioi^» 
and tbatis infinite; the other of undtion (which is 
aU one with grace habitual) and that is in a fort 
infinite ; for hovvfoever it be but a finite and cre- 
ated thing, yet in the n?ature of grace, it hath no 
Jimitation, no bounds, but incl|ideth in itfelf what^ 
foever any way pertains to. grace. The reaibn of 
rhis illimited grace beftowed on thenature of man 
in Chrift, was, forthat grace was given to it as to the 
univerfai caufe^ whence it was to be derived onto 
all others. He is the fountain of grace^ and of his 
fulnefs we receive grace for grace. 

3. For the Coraraunicatipp of the properties. It 
is a kind of fpeech peculiar to the fcriptwres, when 
the properties of either natqr^of Chrift confidercd 
fingiy are attributed to* the perfon of Chrift. Thus 
we may fay, that God was*born of a virgin, and 
that God fuflTcred, and Qod wa© crucified ;.. not 
fimpJy inrefpe£lof his Godhead, but in refpeftof 
his perfon, oriq refped of the human nat^ufe wbich 
God united to himfelf. And thus we. may fay, that 
the man Chrift is Almighty, Omnifcient, Omni- 
preife«t, yetnot in refpefil of his manhood, but ia 
refpefii of the perfon which is God and man ; or ia 
refpeft of the divine nature of the man Chrtft Jefus.: 
for here man fignifieth the whole perfon of .Chrift, 
and not the human nature : but on tbe cQhtrary, 
we may not fay, ihat the Godhead of Chrift was 
born of a virgin, or fufFered, ot was crucified ; nor 
paay we fay, that the manhood of Chrift is Almighty, 
Omnifcient, Oaanipr^fent 5 becaufe the Godhead 
and manhood are fuch words, as note, to us the two 
natures of Chrift, the one diviae^ and the other 
human, and rtot the perfon of Chrift. 

2. The effecls^ of benefits of this hypoftatical 
unioi), in refp^ of Chriftians, are their fpirituaJ 
imion and communion with God and Chrift. 

1. There is a fpiritual union of Chriftians with 
God in Chrift. Oh ! the wonder of thefe two bleC- 
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fed unions ! firft, of the perfonal union ; fecondly, 
of the fpiritual or myftical union. In the perfonal 
union, it pleafed God to affume and unite our hu- 
man nature to the deity ; in this fpiritual union, 
it pleafed God to unite the perfon of every believer 
to the perfon of the Son of God. This union is 
myfticalv and yet our very perfons, natures, bodies,, 
fouls, are in a fpiritual way conjoined to the body 
and foul of Ghrift; fo that we are members of the 
body of Chrift, and of the flefh of Chrift, and of the 
bones of Chrift: and as this conjunftion is imme- 
diately made with his human nature. To thereby 
we are alfo united to the divine nature; yea, the 
perfon of the believer is united to the glorious per- 
fon of the Son of God. 

Now, concerning this union, for our better un- 
derftanding, obferve thefe three things. 

1. It is a moft real union : it is not a mere no- 
tional union, that confifts only in the underftanding; 
it is not ah imaginary thing, that hath no other being 
but Qnjy in the brain ; no, it is a true, real union. 
In natural unions, I confefs, there may be more 
evidence, but there cannot be more truth. 

2. It is a very near union. You will fay, how 
near? If an angel were to fpeak to you, he cannot 
fatisfy you in this ; only as far as our underftanding 
can reach it, and the creatures can ferve toilluf- 
tjate thefe things. Take it thus : whatfoever by 
way of comparifon can be alledged concerning the 
combination of any one thing with another, that, 
and much more, may be faid of our union with 
Jefus Chrift. See how near the father and the 
child are, how near the huihand and the wife are ; 
fee what union is between the branches and the 
vine, the members and the head ; nay, one thing 
more, fee what the foul is to the body ; fuch is 
Chrift and fonear is Chrift, and nearer to the per- 
fon of every true believer. / live^ yet noil^ faith 
Paul, but Chriji livetli in me. As if he had faid, as 
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ttie foul is to the body of a natural man> fo is jeAts 
Cbrift to my foul and body. 

3. It is a total union ; that is, whole Chrift is 
united to the whole believer, foul and body. If" 
thou art united to Chrift, thou haft all Chrift ; thou 
art one with hini in his nature, iii his name ; thou 
haft the fame image, grsice, dnd fpirit in thee, as 
he hath ; the fame precious promifes, the fame ac« 
cefs to God by prayer as he ; thou haft the' fame 
love of the Father; all that he did or fuffered thou 
haft a fliare in it; thou haft his life and death; 
all is thine. So on thy part, he hath thee wholly, 
thy nature, thy fins, the punifhment of thy fins, thy 
wrath, thy curfe, thy fhame ; yea, thy wit, and 
wealth, and ftrength, all that thou art^ or haft, or 
canft do poffibly for him. It is a tot^l union : Mjf 
beloved is mine, and I am his : whole Chrift is mine, 
and all that I am, have, or can do, is his. 

2. There is a fpifitual communioii with God 
in Chrift. Both thete are the effefts of Chrift's 
perfonal union : firft, union to his perfon, and then 
communion with his benefits. Union, in proper 
fpeaking, is not unto any of the benefits flowing 
to us from Chrift ; we are not united to forgivenefe 
of fin, holinefs, peace of confcience, but unto the 
perfon of the Son of God himfelf ; and then, fe- 
condly, comes this communication of all the be- 
nefits arifing from this union to the Lord Jefus j 
that as Chrift was prieft, prophet,* and king; fo we 
alfo by him are, after a fort, priefts, prophets, and 
kings ; for being made one with him, we are there-' 
by poffefled of all things that are his* 

SECT. V. 

Of the Birth of Chrijl. 

L HE birth of Chrift now follows. A thing fo 
wonderful, that it was given for a fign unto be- 
lievers feven hundred and forty years before it was 
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ftctomplidied : therefore the Lord himfetf Jhall 
give ajlgni behold a virgin JhaU conceive and bear 
a Son. But come a little nearer : Let us go to 
3etbleheni» as the fliepiierds faid^ and fee this 
thingt which is ooihe to pafs ! If we flep but (>ae 
fiep ihtb his lodging, heaven's w(>nd<:r is before our 
eyes; n<>w look upon Jefus ! Look on titip asitl fuU 
nefs of time he cajbried on the great work ofourfal- 
vatitMi. Here yoii may read thb meaning in Adam's 
covenant, Abrahafm's promife, Mofes's i-evelatioo^ 
David's fucceffion ; tbefe were' btk veilsj but no\v 
ihall we draw afide the curtdins. Come> take a 
view of the truth itfelf« What a ftrange Mrth is 
this ? Look on the babe, there is no cradle to rock 
bimi no nurfe to lull him, no linens id fwaddle him. 
fcatce a little food to nouriih hiln. Look on the 
itlothet ; there's no midlives h'eljh no downy pil- 
lows, no linen han^ings^ fcarce a little ftraw where 
ffaeis brought a-bed. Look on Jofeph his fuppofed 
father ; he rathw begs than gives a bleffing : Poor 
carpenter I that makelt them a chamber of an ox* 
ftalL Mary muft bear a Son; an angel tells her, 
the Holy Ghioft overfhadows her^ the daiys are ac- 
compliflied, and (he is delivered. 

No fooher was Ghrift born, but Hghteoufnefs 
looked down from heaven ; &e caft her eye upon 
earth, and feeing truth freibly fprung there, (he 
looked and looked again i Certainly it was a fight 
to draw all the eyes of hel^ven to it. It is faid of the 
aogels, that they defired to look into thefe things^ 
They looked wilhfully at them, as if they would 
look through them. No queftion but righteoufnefs 
looked as narrowly and piercingly as the angels. 
Some obferve, that the Hebrew word, fhe looked 
down, figniiies, that (he beat out a window, fo 
defirous was righteoufnefs to behold the fight of 
Chrift born, that (he beats out a window in hea^ 
ven. Before this time, (he would not fo much as 
look down towards the earth : Righteoufnefs had 
no profpef^, no window open this way. But now 
9 Ccc 
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.4hc cafe is altered'. No fooner doth our vine bud 
upon the earth, but (he is willing to <^ondefeend^ 
and fo willing, that (he breaks a window through 
the walls of heaven to look down : And no marvel ; 
for what could Hghteoufnefs defire to fee and fat if- 
fy hcrfelf irtj that was not to be feen in JefusChrift ? 
He was all-righteous, there was not the leaft fpot 
of (in in him : His birth was clean,- and his life was 
holy, and his death was innocent. Both his foul 
and body were without all fin ; both his fpirit and 
his mouth were without all guile : Whatfoever fatif- 
fa£lioh righteoufnefs would have, (be might have 
it in him. Lay judgment to the line, and ri^htC'- 
oufnefs to the balance^ and there is nothing in jefus 
but ftrength for the line, and full weight for the 
balance. • 

3. For the meeting and agreement of all God*s 
attributes as the effed of this, the verfe before tells 
us, th^t mercy and truth are met together^ right^-^ 
oufnefs and peace have kiffed each others 

Many means were made before Cbrift'^ time for 
this bleffed meeting ; but it would not be i Sacra- 
fice and burnt-offering thou wouldft not: Thefe 
means were not prevalent enough to caufe itv 
Where (luck it ? you will fay: Surely it was not 
long of mercy, (he was eafy to be entreated : She 
looked up to heaven^ but righteoufnefs would not 
look down; and indeed here was the bu(inef6: 
righteoufnefs mud and will have fatisfaSion % either 
fome fatisfa£tion for (in muft be given to God, or 
(he will never meet morej better that all men in 
the world were damned, than that the righteoufnefs 
of God fliould be unrighteous. But our Saviour is 
born ; and this birth occa(ions a gracious meeting 
of the attributes : Such an attractive is this birth, 
that all meet there; Indeed they cannot but meet 
in him. Chrijl is mercy\ and Chtift is truths and 
Chrifi is righteoufnefs y and Chrijl is peace. 

1. Chrift is mercy. - Tiius Zacbarias propheiied ; 
that through the tender mercy of our God the day-^ 
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fpring (or branch) fjrom on high hath vffited us. 
And God, the Fathet of Ghrift, is called the Father 
of mercies ; as if mercy were his Spn,. who bad no 
other Son biithis dearly beloved Son inr whom he is 
well pleafed. 

2. ^Chrift is truth. I api the watfy and the truths 
and the Ufe. That tfuth in \^hom is acoompfiOied 
whatfoevef was prefigured of the Mefiiah. And 
this is his nzxtitjTheLofd^ the Lord Gody abundant 
ingoodne/s and Ifuth* Hd Ua Qod of trutHyJiiith 
Mofes ; plenteous in mercy and truth, faidDavidx 
full 6f grace and truths paid John. He is truth by 
name, and truth by nature, and truth by office. 
- S. Chrift i^ righteoufnefs. Thii u his name 
wheriby he Jhall he called^ the Lord our righteouf* 

nefs. ' • *, • >•. •" 

4. Ghrift ie peace. This i> his name zvheremik he 
iscalledy Wonderful^ Counfetlor, the mighty God^ tl^ 
eoerlajling Father, the Prince of Peace. And Ac- 
cording to his type, Melchi&dech, as he was King 
of righteoufnefs, fo alfo he was King of Salem^ 
which is king of peace. Thus Chrifl is mercy^and 
Chrift is truth, and Chrift is righteoufnefs, and 
Chrift is peace. Now where fhould all thefe meet 
but in him who is them all ? Surely there they rneef^ 
and at the meeting they all ran firfl and kifled the 
Son ; and that done, truth ran to me^cy, and em** 
braced her, and righteoufnefs to peacb, knfd kiiTed 
her. They that had fo* long been parted,^now they 
itieet, and are made friends again. . O the blefied 
effefils of this birth of Chrift ! If is Chrift that re- 
conciled them^ and reconciled us to.lhem. He re- 
conciled all things, (iaiith the apoftle, Itahetba- thegf 
he things in earthy or things in keaaven. Now 1$ 
heaven at peace with itfelf, and heaven and eart}^ 
at peace one with another; and that whit^h' ^lue$ 
^l], and makes the peace^^ is this birth of Chrift. 
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Of fame CQufe^uenU of Chrifis Swih, 



Soi 



>ME oonfequents of :t1lie hi^h of .^rift ip^y 
be touched^ till he wu « cluild of twelve ye«F)i 
Did. 

1* When he waa but^eUfat d»y«oId,Iie wrs^itt 
cumciied, and naiped Ieta$. In tki% ei^ly humi- 
itation (he plaiply .difcowirodihe ricihes c^liis grace: 
now be flied$ his blood in dropSygftd thereby gives 
l|n earaell of tbofb rivers viimh fae^ft.er wards pour-* 
o4 out for the fkanfiiu; of .oyir nalur^, apd ex- 
t|q|^ui(hing the wrath of Qod j and for a further 
l^fpOYiery of hts gti^9 ^^ thi9 t^sofi his name 19 
gi^yen biqii which was ^efiis- Tbtjsi J^ the name 
which we Jboufd ^ngfli^v^ on opr b^^t, reft our 
^th on.and place our help in, and love with the 
ov^flowings of oharity/ joy anid adorntioii 1 abov^ 
aH)thing8» vm haditeoddr Xefiis^ a Savjojurfor our 
fouis,botli Irom oar (ins, aod tfiop^ the everi||fttm( 
4eftru€iioii aiiiileh<&n viU otberw^e br^ uno» p^r 
Ibids. Hence this Aan^e |efu&> and>htsvjgo cir* 
ciinKifioa^anr iQinod together ; forby theef&fm 
ef bia biop4 he iwes *o be our.lefits, o^r Savioar: 
WithQUtJieidms qfU^od is vp rim^fi^Hf m W- 
iratioif* C»roQn|ci£on wasL^atejCieiiil^ and now wa^ 
k tliat oar Jefus. mM under ^Qod'S i^eaA feaj ^o^taj^ 
his office: M^Mth ISl^dfhe Father fi^M^ Ji^ 
y'u Vt. It is bit offioe mA bis y^ pif^fyiion to 
five, that all : naif repair iiatp bMi to ibat eod : 
Ccme unta me^M jp^ thft m^ v^ary i end him M^f 
€ome^h untameli»^ in no. wifecei/i out. 

2. When^be was forty dap idd» He was brw^kt 
to Jert{falem^ 0x4 prefpitea to, ike Lor4i (fs it ix 
written in the law of iji^ Lord^^very male thatopen^ 
eth the womb fhali be galled holy to the Lord. Q 
wonder ! there was no iiaif Dirity in the Son of God^ 
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and yet he is &t& tiTcnmcif^iSXid ihtt^ he ^ 
brought and offered to the I^rd* He that came td 
he fm for us, would in our per&xis he le|;ally uq* 
clean, that by &tisFymg. the law^ he might tabs 
«way ouruncleannefs. Heihat w^s abovjs the law^ 
would come under the law, that he mi^^t ftee ns 
from the law. W.e.are all horn Supers i foul O the 
unfpeakahle mere Ws .pf our |e(jfis« that provides a 
remedy as early as our fin : Firftt j^e is cohfieivei^ 
and then he is born* to fanfitlfy pur opnceptionsandl 
our births; and after his birtb» he is firft circum- 
cifed» und then he is prefented to the Lord; that 
by two holy ads, that which, was naturally unbo^ 
mi^ht be hallowed unto God. Ghrlfl hath not left 
our very infancy without redrefs, butfoy hin>felif 
thus o^ered be cleaofed us })te£eiLtly from our 5U 
jthinefs. Now is Chrift brought in his mother's 
arms to his own houfe* the temple^ and^ as nian^ hp 
is preiented to. himfelf as pod. You will fav, what 
is this to me, or to my foul ? O yes ! Jerufalem is 
now every wdxere; there is'no churchralTemhlyy no 
^^hrift^n-ibearty which is^not a temple of the livinr 
God^ and there is no temple of God wherein Chrift 
is not prefented to his Father. Thus we have the 
bene^ of Chrifi'sfulfilling the law of righteoufnefs ; 
Gftd/ent his Son, made of a zvomany made under the 
law, that h^ might redeem them tkatxvere under the 
law, that wp might receive the adoption qffohs.' 

S, When he was yet under one year old, as 
£Q«ne, or abput two, as others, he fled into Egypt* 
As there was no room for hiin m JBetblebem, fo 
flow Uiereis np room for Jiim in all Judea. No 
iboner he came to his own, but he muft fly from 
them: What a wonder is this ? Could not Chrift 
have quit himfelf JFrom Herod a tboufand ways ? 
What could an arm of fle(b have doneagainft the 
God of fpirits; but hereby he taught us to bear the 
yoke even in our youth : Thus would he fufFer, 
that he might fan£U^ to. ys our earthly affli£)ion$. 
What a change is here? Ifrael, the fird-born of 
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God fficsbnt tff Egypt, info Judea ; arid CfiHft the 
Brft-born of ^11 cteatrfres, tiles out of Judea into 
Egypt. 'NoxKr, iS'Egypt b6cdme the fanftqary, and 
Judea the bbuilfitlon-^oufe of the Son of Godi 
Surely hit that iseypry where the fame, knows how 
to make all places alike to hf m. He know^ how toi 
prefcrV^e Daniei^iti the lions den ; the three children 
ni tb6'ficry.furriatce;Jdnahm the whale's belly, 
znd Chriff m flie tnidft of Egypt; ' . 

4. When he^y^Tas now fivfe years old, fay fpme» 
an angef 'appMr^ igiln' in a dream to Jofeph^ iky- 
ing, 'Arife^and iiike the yQun^'chiid\and his mothei\ 
and rkurn agatnr'intQ' thp land *of -Ifrael^ for they, 
are dead phlcjt fiu^Ht the i/omg child^s life. He- 
rod, that took away the lives of all the infants in 
or about Bethlehem, is rtprwhipbftlf dead, and gone 
to his own plkci. O the wotidCTful difpenfation 
of Chrift in conceaKnfg hjmfelf frorft men ! All this 
'while he carries hiipfelf as an infant ':iake the young 
child and IiIs motie?. * He fupprefleti 'the manifei- 
tktion and exrercife of that Godhead' whereto the 
infant nature was conjojned: As the birth of Ghrift, 
fo the infancy of phril? was e3cceedin|^ humble* O 
how (hould* we magnify himy or deje£t ourfelves 
for him, who'himfelf became thus humble for out 
Takes!' ' \ * ' 

'5; When he was twelve years oM, he, with his 
parents, goes up to Jerbfaleiti, after the cuftom of 
the feaft. This pious aOi of his younger years in- 
tends to lead our f5ril years into timely devotion : 
But I (hall not infill oq that ; I wbuld 'rather ob- 
ferve him fitting in the tnidjl of 'the temple^ both 
hearing /hem, a^d ajking them:queJHons: ^e who 
as God, gave them* all this wifddna they had, doth 
now, as tne fon of ni^q, hearken to the wifdbm he 
had given them ; arid when He had heard, then he 
alks ; and after that, too doubt he anfwers; his very 
queftioris were inftruftrons ; for \^ cannot think 
that he meant fo muCh toiearn, as to teach thofq 
doftors of ffrael. Surely thefe rabbins had neve;' 
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tieardlhe voice of fucli a tutor; th^y could not %ut 
ice the v*ry .wifdonuof God in this cbiid;.aiid 
therefore, faith the text, they all wonder^or thejicalt 
tvere aftonilhed at his underilamdm^ and anfw^s ; 
their eyes faw nothing but a ichild, but theif 
ears heard the wonderful things of Gad's law.' 
But why did ye not, O ye Jewifti teachers, re-* 
member now the ftarand the fages,!ihe angels, and 
the fliepherds ; Why did ye not now bethink your4 
felves of Herod, and of his enquiry, and of your 
anfwer, that in Bethlehem of- Judea Chrift fliould 
be born ? You cited" the prophets, and why did 
you not mind that prophecy note, that unto us a 
child is born, and unto. us. a Son is given, and his 
namejhall be called Wjonderful^ Counfellor, and the 
mighty God, the everlajling Father, the Prince of 
p^actf ? Fruiilefsis the wonder that endeth not in 
faith. No light Is fufficient, where the eyes ard 
held through unbelief and prejudiceo 

6. After this, from twelve to the thirtieth year of 
his age, we read nothing of the a£ts of Cbrut, but 
that he went down with bis parents tinto Nazareth^ 
and was fubjeQ to them. As he went up to Jerun 
falem to worfhipGod, fo he goes down to Nazareth 
to attend his particular calling. This is the mean- 
ing of tholb words, and he was fubjed to thenxii 
Chrift's fubjeSion to his parents extends to the 
profeffion and exercife of his life. Certainly Chrift 
was.notall that time, from twelve to thirty years, 
idle ; as he was educated by his parents, fo of his 
reputed father he learnt to be a carpenter : This, 
I take it, is plain in thefe words. Is not this the car- 
penter, the Son of Mary ? ; •. 

Oh ! the poverty, humility, feverity of Jefusl 
It appears^at this time efpecially, in bi$ labouring^ 
working, hewing of wood, or the like. Herd's a 
(harp reproof to all tho(e who fpend their time \n 
idlenefs, or without a particular caUiog. >Wbat ! 
are they wifer than Chrift ? Our Jefus would not 
by any means thus.fpend his time. . „ > 
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' Bal ccucetoin^ tliis time of hk youtlii becftuf^ 
hk fcripture there is fo deepafilencc, 1 flmll there- 
forer pafa it fay« 

T^s furbcre I ptoponnded theobjed wcf tire 
to look iiiltQ : it is Jefus^ in His firfr^comin;, off in* 
cama^an^ whilft yet a ctiild of tw^lire years old. 
Our next work is to dire&you in the art or inyf- 
tery». how we. ard: to look unto him in this 
refpe£t* 

CHAP. II. 



SECT. I. 

Qfknowifig lefus as carrying on tht great Work of 
our Salvation in his Birth. 

VV HAT looking comprehends, you have heard 
before : And that we may have an inward experi* 
mental look on him whom our foukpant after, let 
us pra£tice all thefe particular!. 

1. Let nt know Jefus carrying on the great work 
of our falvation in his incarnation. Let us learn 
what he did for un when he came amongft us. 
There is not one palTage in his firft appearing, but 
it is of mighty concernment unto us; Is it poffible 
that the great God of heaven and^arth Ihould fo in- 
finitely condefcend' but on fome great defign ? 
And what defign ^C0uld there be but onlv his glory 
and the creatures good ? O my foul ! it (hou haft 
any intereft in GHtift, all this concerns thee : The 
Lord Jefus, in tbefe very tranfaftions, had an eye 
tothee. ; he was incarnate for thee/ he was con- 
ceived and born fbr thee. Look not on the bare 
hifiory of things, for that is unprofitable ; the main 
dutyas eyeing the end, the meaning of Chrift, and 
efpecially as it relates to tbyfelf. Alas 1 what corn- 
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ifbrt were it to. a poor prifoner, if he fliquld heat 
that the king, of his mere grace^ vifited all the 
prifoners in this or that dungeon, and that he made 
a goal-delivery, and fet all free, but never camd 
near the place where iie lies bound in irons ? or fup- 
pofe hfe gives a vifit to that very man, and offers him 
grace and pardon, if he will but accept of it; and, 
becaufe of his waywardnefs, perfuades, entreats, 
commands him to come out and takehi^ liberty ; 
and yet he will not regard or apply it to himfelf, 
what comfort can he have? What benefit can 
he receive ? Dear foul, this is thy cafe, if thou 
art not in Chrift, if thou haft not heard' the olfFerj 
and embraced and clofed with it, then what is 
Chrift's incarnation, conception, nativity, unto- 
thee ? Come, learn, not merely as a ftholar, to gain 
fome notional knowledge ; but as a chriftian, as 
one that feels virtue coming out of Chrift in every 
of thefe refpQfls. Study clofe this great tranfadlion 
in reference to thyfelf. I know not how it happens. 
This fubje£t either favours not with fome chriftians, 
or it IS feldom thought of by the moft. OGod; 
forbid we (hbuld throw out of doors fuch a bleffed 
neceiTary truth ! If rightly applied, it is a chriftian 's 
joy : Behold I bring you glad tidings of great joy 
that Jhall be to all people ; for unto you is born in 
the city of Davids a Saviour, which is Chrijt thd 
Lord. Sure the birth of Chrift is of mighty con- 
cernment unto thee : unto us a child is born, unto 
us a fon is given. There is not any piece of this 
tranfa£lton but it is of fpecial ufe. How many 
break their brains, and wafte their fpirits, in ftu« 
dying arts and fciehces, things in comparifon of no 
value ? Whereas Paul determined not to know any 
thing but Jefus Chrift. Tpknow Jefus Chrift in every 
point,whether in birth, or life, or death, it is faving 
knowledge. O ftand not upon coftj whether pains 
or ftudy, tears or prayers, peace or wealth, goods 
or name, life or liberty j fell all for this pearl. Chrift 
fs of that worth that thou canft never ov6i*lHiy him^ 
9 D d d 
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though thou gaveft thyfelf and all the world for 
him. The ftudy of Chrift is the ftudy of ftudies j 
the knowledge of Chrift is the knowledge of every 
thing that is ncceflary, either for this world, or for 
the wprld to come. O ftudy Chrift in every of the 
aforcfaid refpcfts. 

SECT. II. 

Cmfidering Jefus in that Rt^efi. 

jET us^confider Jefus carrying on this great work 
of our fahration at his firft coming or incarnation. 
It is not enough to ftudy and know thefe great 
myfteries, but, according to the meafure of know- 
ledge we have, we muft mufe> meditatei ponder, 
and coBfider them. This cpnlideration brings Chrift 
clofer to the foul. Confideration fafteas Chrift 
more ftrongly to the foul, and, as it were^ rivets 
the fot^l to Jefus Chrift. A foul that truly confiders 
and meditates of Chrift, thinks and talks of nothing 
eife but Chrift : it takes hold, and will not let him 
go. I will keep to thee (faith the foul in medita- 
tion) for thou art my life. Thus, O my foul, 
confider thou of Chrift^and of what he did for thee 
when he was incarnate \ and that thou mayeft not 
confound thyfelf in thy meditations, confider apart 
thefe particulars. 

1.. Confider Jefus in his fore-runner, and the 
bleffed tidings of his coming in the flefli. Now 
the ]ong*looked for time drew near, a glorious 
angel is fent froni heaven, and he comes with 
an olive-branch of peace ; firft he prefents himfelf 
to Zachary, and then to Mary ; to her he imparts 
the meftage on which God fent him into this 
world : Behold thou Jhalt conceive in thy womb, 
4ind bring forth a Son^ and Jhalt call his natke Jefus. 
Till now human nature was lefs than that of angels i 
W by the incarnation of the word, it was to b« 
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lexalted above the cherubim. What blefled tidings 
was this meflage ? The decree of old muft now be 
accomp]i(hed,and an angel proclaim it upon earth. 
*• Hear, O ye fons of Adam, this concerns you as 
much as the virgin : were ye not all undone in the 
loins of your .firft father ? Was not my foul and 
thy foui in danger of heli-fire? Was not this our 
condition, that after a little life upon earth, we 
ifaould have been thrown into eternal torments, 
where had been nothing but weeping, wailing, and 
gnafliing of teeth? And now that God and Chrilt 
fliould bid an angel tell the news, Tc Jhall not 
die : Lq ! a virgin Jhall conceive and bear a Son, 
and he Jhall be your Jejus / he Jhall fave you from 
this hetly and death, and fin : he Jhall deUver your 
foul^ he Jhall fave to the utmojt: his name is Jejiis, 
4ind he Jhall not bear his name for nought : believe 
in him, and ye Jhall live with him in glory.*' O 
blefled news ! Men may talk what they will of this 
and that news, but none is fo welcome to one ready 
to perifli, as to hear of a Saviour. Tell a man in 
his (icknefs of one that will make him well again ^ 
tell a man in captivity of oYie that will fet him free; 
tell a man in prifon condemned to die, of one with 
a pardon that will fave his life ; and every one of 
thefe will fay, this is the beft news that ever was 
heard. Oh 1 then, if it be good tidings to hear of 
a Saviour, where is only a matter of lofs of life, or 
of this earth ; how much more when it comes to th^ 
lofs of heaven, to the danger of hell, when our foula 
are at (lake, and likely to be damned for ever ; 
what glad tidings would that be, to hear of one thaf 
could fave our fouls from that deilroyer ? Is not 
fuch a Saviour worth the hearkening after ? Were 
not the birth of fuch a one good news ? O my fonjl 
ponder on thefe words, as if an angel, feeing theo 
(land on the brim of hell, (bould fpeak to thee, eveo 
to thy foul. 

2. Confider Jefus in his conception. No foonef 
U tl^e n^ws heard^ but Chriil is conceived by the 
Pdd2 
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Holy Gbofl: in the virgin's womb : this conception 
IS worth our confideration. What! that the great 
^od of heaven (hould condefcend fb far as to 
take our natqre upon him, and to take it ia the 
fame way, and after the fame manner as we do ? 
We muft not be too curious, to enquire after the 
manner of the Holy Ghoft^s operation. This is 
work for our hearts, and not merely for our heads. 
Humble faith, and not curious inquifition, (hall 
ifind the fweetnefs of this myftery. It was David's 
compWinU Beholdl was /hapen in iniquity ^ and in 
Jin did my mother xonceive me. O my foul, this 
WBS thy cafe in thy very firftj>^ing, and hadft thoil 
died in that condition, the word is exprefs, that 
nothing undefiled nor unclean Jhould enter into the 
kingdom pf glory. But here's the remedy, thiy 
finful conception is fanftified by Chrift*s holy con- 
ception : the holinefs of thy Jefus ferves to hide thy 
original pollutions from the eye of God. Oh 1 con- 
ifider this conception thus, till thou bringeft it near 
and clofe to thy foul, till thou feeleft fome fweet- 
iiefs and PQwpr coming and flowing from Jefus in 
the womb. 

/ 3. Confider the duplicity of natures in J^fus 
Chrift : the word made flefti. No fooner was he 
conceived than he was God-man ; he was perfe&ly 
fi'amed, and inftantly united to the eternal word: 
pod feht his ISon, there is the nature divine; made 
of a woman, there is the nature humati. Certainly 
great is this myiiery, that the word h made ftefli; 
that the Son of God is made pf a woman ; that a 
ftar gives light to the fun ; that a branch doth bear 
the vine ; that a creature gives being to the Creator. 
Admire O my foul at this ! but withal confider> 
that all this was for u§ and our falyatjon : he was 
inan," that he might' die for us: and he was God, 
tiiat \{^^ death might be fufficient. to fave us. Had 
he been ipan alone, not God, he might have fut 
fered, but he could never have fatisfied for fin ; he 
fould npt have been Jefus, a Savjour of fpuls : ba^ 
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he been God alone, not man, he had not been a-kin 
to our nature offending ; and fo he could not have 
fatisfied the juftice of God in the fame nature 
wherein it was offended ; neither could he, as God 
alone, have died for fin ; and the decree was, that 
our Redeemer muft die for fin j for without Jked-^ 
ding of blood there is no remijjion-y and no (bedding 
of blood could poflibly befal the Godhead of 
Chrift. O my foul, confider this in relation to 
thyfelf ; he is God-man, that he might fuffer and 
fatisfy for thy fins ? he is God-man that he might 
be able and fit to finifli the work of thy falvation. 
As God he is able, and as man he is fit, to difcharge 
the office of Mediator; as God, he is able to bear 
the punifhment of fin ; and as man he is tit to 
suffer for fin. Oh ! the wifdom of God in this! 
man's nature can fuffer death, but not overcome it • 
the divine nature can overcome -death and all thingg| 
but he cannot fuffer it : and hence there is a du- 
plicity of natures in Jefus Chrift* O mufe on this • 
It is worthy thy ferious confideratfon. 

4. Confider the real diftinSion of thefe two 
natures in Chrift. As the unapproachable light of 
the Godhead was put into human flefli, fo thefe 
two natures remained entire, without any converfion 
or confufion. They were not as vvine and water, 
that become one by mixing ; there is no fuch blend' 
ing the divine and l^uman nature; they were not 
as fnow and water, that become one by diffolving 
of the fnow into the water ; there is no fuch chan^ 
ing of the hum^in nature into the divine, or ot 
the divine nature into thie human. Look as at the 
firft moment of his conception, he was God and 
man, fo thefe two natures continued diftinft ia 
fubftance, properties and aaions. Confider this, 
O my foul, in reference to thyfelf: by this means 
thou haft free accefs unto the throne of grace ; and 
as thou haft free accefs, fo thou mayeft boldly draw 
near? Hi« deity indeed confounds, but his hu* 
ifxianity comforts feeble fouls : his divine natur^ 
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amazeth, but his human nature encourageth us 
to come unto him. Even after his refurre£tion, 
he was pleafed to fend this comfortable meflage 
to the fons of men ; Ge to my brethren^ and fay un- 
to them, I afcend to my Father ^ and your Father, 
and to my God and your God. Now, as long as he 
is not afhamed to call us brethren, God is not 
afliamed to be called our God. Oh ! the fweet 
fruit that we may gather off this tree, the real dif- 
tin£lion of two natures in Chrift! AsJongasChrift 
is man, as well as God, we have a motive ftrong 
enough to appeafe his Father, and to turn his fa- 
vourable countenance towards us. Here is our 
happinefs, that there is one Mediator between God 
and man, the man Chrift Jefus. 

5. Confider the union of the two natures of 
Chrift in one and the fame perfon. As he was the 
branch of the Lord, and the fruit of the earth, fo 
thefe two natures Were tied with fuch a knot as 
fin, hell, and the grave were never able to difunite: 
Yea, though in the death of Chrift there was a fepa- 
ration of the foul from the body, yet in that repara- 
tion the hypoftatical union remained unftiaken. In 
this meditation thou ha^l great caufe, O my foul, to 
admire and adore ! Wonderful things are fpoken of 
thee, O Chrift ! He is God fo as neither the Father 
nor the Holy Ghoft were made flefli ; and he is 
man in the nature of man. This is a myftery that 
«o angel is able to comprehend. We have not 
another example of fuch an union. If thou wilt 
confider this great myftery of Godlinefs any further, 
review what hath been faid in the obje£l propound- 
ed, where this union is fet forth more largely and 
particularly: but efpecially confider the bleffed 
efFefts of this union in reference to thyfelf. As our 
nature in the perfon of Chrift is united to the God- ^ 
head, fo our perfons in and by this union of Chrift 
are brought nigh to God. Hence it rs that God 
fdoth fet his fanftuary and tabernacle among us^ 
f nd that he dwells with us ; and» which is mor^ 
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that he makes us houfes and habitations, wherein 
he himfelf is pleafed to dwell by his holy Spirit. 
By reafon of this hypoftatical union of Chrift, the 
Spirit of Chrift is given to us in the very moment 
or our regeneration. And becaufe ye are fqnSy God 
hath fent forth thefpirit of his Son into your hearts^ 
crying^ Abba Father: And hereby we know that 
we dw^ll in him, and he in us, becaufe he hath 
given us of his Spirit. As the members of the body,, 
howfoever diftinft amongft themfeives, and all 
differing from the head, yet by reafon of one foul 
informing both the hea,d and members, all make 
one man ; fo all believers in Chrift, howfoever dif- 
tin£t perfons amongft themfeives, and all diftinft 
from the perfon of Chrift, and efpecially from the 
Godhead which is incommunicable, yet by one and 
the fame Spirit abiding in Chrift and all his mfeni- 
bers, they become one. There is one body, undone 
fpirit : He that is joined to the Lord is one Spirit. 
O my foul, confider this ; and in confidering be- 
lieve thy part in this ; and the rather becaqie the 
means of this union on thy part is a true and live- 
ly faith • Faith is the firft effect and inftrument of 
the Spirit of Chrift, difpofingand enabling thy foul 
to cleave unto Chrift ; and for this caufe I bow my 
knees unto the Father of our Lord Jefus Chrift. — 
that Chrift may dwell in your hearty by faitii. • 

6. Confider the birth of Chrift, who in his di^ 
vine generation was the Son of God, in his human 
generation was born in a ftable, for the favrn,g of 
the children of men. Suppofe the Holy Ghoft 
came upon thee, to form and faftiion thee in Jefus 
Chrift (thus Paul befpeafe^tbe Galatians; My little 
children, of whom I travail in birth again until 
Chrift be formed in you,) would not this afFeft f — 
Would not the whole foul be taken up with this? 
Come, receive Chrift into thy foul ; or if that work 
be done, if Chrift be formed in thee, O cherifli 
him ! I (peak of the fpiritual birth) O keep hinii 
in tb^ heart ! Let him there bud and bloBfom^ an(| 
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bear fruit : let hrm fill thy foul with his divine 
graces : O that thou couldft fay it feelingly, / Uve^ 
yet not I, but Chrift liveth in me. O that this were 
the iffiie of thy meditalion on Chrift's birth ! even 
whilft thou art going with the fhepherds to Bethle- 
hetn^and there nndeft thy Saviour lying in a cratch^ 
that thou wbuldft bring him thence, and make thy 
heart to be his cradle ! I would not give a farthing 
for a meditation merely on the hiftory of Chrift's 
birth: either draw virtue from him within, or thy 
meditation will be fruit lefs. 

7. Confider thofe few confequents after Chrift's 
birth : Every aftion of Chrift is our inftru£lion. 
Here are many particulars, but none in vain. 
Chrift is confidered under much variety of notions, 
but he is ftill fweet under all. Is it poftible, O my 
foul, that thou fliouldft tire thyfelf in the contem- 
plation of Jefus Chrift ? If one flower yield thee 
not pleafure or delight, go to a fecond, a third. 
For a while obfcrve the circumcifion of Jefus 
Chrift, and gatfier fome. honey out of that flower. 
Chrift had never been circumcifed but that the fanoie 
might be done to our fouls that was done to his 
body. O that the fame Chrift would do that in us 
that was done' to him for us. 
, Again, obferve Chrift's prefentation in the tem- 
ple. This was the law of thofe that firft opened 
the womb. Now Chrift was the firft-born of 
Mary, and indeed the firft-born of all creatures ; 
and he was confecrated unto God, that by him we 
might be confecrated and made holy, and that 
by him we mijght be accepted when we are offered 
unto the Lord. 

Again, obferve Chrift's flight into Egypt : Tho' 
jjAe infancy is ufually moft quiet, yet here life and 
toil began together: and fee ho>^ fpeedily this 
comes after Chrift's dedication unto God. Alas I 
we are no fooncr born again than we are perfecut* 
ed. If the church travail, and bring forth a male, 
^e is in danger of the dragon's ftreams. 
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Again, obferve Ohrift*s return into Judea ; He 
was not fent but to the lojl Jheep of the houfe of 
Ifrael ; with thenf) alone he was perfonally to con* 
verfe in his miniftry, in which refpeft he was 
called a minifter of the circumcifion. And where 
(hould he be trained, and (hewhimfelf, but amongfl: 
them to whom God had^t him ? The gofpel firft 
began there, and as a preparation to it, Chrift now 
in his childhood returns ihither. 

Agam, obferve Chrift difputing with the doc- 
tors in the tempfe. See how early his divine 
graces put forth themfelves; In him were hid, faith 
the apoffle, all the treafures of wifdom and know- 
ledge; all the treafures were hid in him, and yet 
fome of thofe treasures appeared very early : His. 
wifdom in bis very infancy is admired at, nor is it 
without our profit, for of God he is made wifdom 
uttto iis. 

Again, obferve how he fpent the remainder of 
his youth. In all bis examples he meant our in- 
rtfuftlons J He went down with his parents, and was 
JubjeSi to them : He was not idle bred, but ferves 
hts generation in the poor way of a carpenter. It 
is every xvay good for a man to bear God*s yoke even 
from nis infancy . Chrift is inured betimes ta the 
hardfiiips' of lire, and the Arid obfervation of tlie 
laWf both of God and nature. ^ 

Se^ d my fouly wliata world of matter is be- 
fore two: Here is the annunciation bf Jefus, the 
cpnceptibn of JeAis^thV duplicity of natures in Je* 
fus,^ me rfeal diftlnaion, the wonderful union, the 
nattvify of J^fus, together witK, fome confequents . 
after* it. Gb over tnefe with frequent thoughts; 
Ijiye not pver tiH* thou feeleft tnv heart warm. 
T?ue ixiedifatron is' as the bellows bt thd foul, tbat 
doth kindle and inflame holy affeftions ; and by 
renewed thoughts^ as by renewed, and ftronger^ 
bilatls; it^dotn renew and increafe the flame, .^ 
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SECT. III. 

Of Defiring Jefus in that RefpeS. 

JLET us defire Jefus, carrying on the great work 
of our falvation at his firft coming, or incarnation. 
It is not enoufi;h to know, and confider, but we 
muft defire. Now, what is defire, but a certain 
tnotion of the appetite, by which the foul darts itjelf 
towards the abfent good, purpofely to draw near, 
and to unite itfelf thereunto ? The incarnation of 
Chrift, according to the latter, was the defire of 
all nations. O how they that lived before Chrift, 
defired this coming of Chrift ! Abraham defired to 
fee that day two thoufand years and more before 
it came. It was the expeaation of all the patri- 
archs. O when will that day come ! And lurely 
the incarnation of Chrift in the fruit or application^ 
is, or jhould be, the defire of all chriftians. There 
is virtue in Jefus Chrift, in every paflage of Chrift, 
in his conception, incarnation \ in his birth, and in 
thofe confequents after his birth. Now to make 
thefe ours, that we may have our (hare and intereft 
in them, we muft here begin. O my foul, do thou 
defire, do thoq feek to poflefs thyfelf of Chrift? 
Set thy defire (as the needle-point) aright, and all 
the reft will follow : Never will union be with the 
abfent good, but the foul, by defire, muft firft dart 
itfelf towards it. True it is, millions of fouls fiand 
at^ diftance from Chrift, apd why ? they have no 
defi];e towards him : But> O thatt my foul, and thy 
foul, whofoever thou art that readeft, would de- 
fire ! O that we could defire and long after him 
until we languifti, and be compelled to cry out 
with the fpoufe, comfort me, for I am fick q^ 
love. 

Is there not -good reafon for it? What is there in 
Chrift that is not defirable ? View over all thofc 
excellencies of his conception ; of his two natures 
really diftinguifh^dj and yet wonderfully united; 
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of tiis bitth ; oT thofe few fconfeq^uerit? -after his 
birth • But above alK fee the fruit of all ; he was 
' conceived that our conceptions might be fanftified: • 
he was the Son of man, that he might fuffer for us ; 
and the Son of God, that he might fatisfy divine 
juftice : He was God and man in one perfon, that 
we might be one with him. Members of his hody^ 
and of his ftejh and of his bones. He was born of 
the virgin, that there might by a fpiritual birth of 
Chrift iiT our virgin-hearts. Are not thefe defirable 
things? Never tell me of thy prefent enjoyments, 
for never was Chrift fo enjoyed in this life, but thou 
haft caufe to defire more of Chrift. It is worth 
thy obfervation, that fpiritual defires after Chrijt^ 
do neither toady nor cloy the heart, but rather open, 
and enlarge it for more and more. Who was bet- 
ter acquainted with God than Mofes ? and yet 
who was more importunate to know him better ? 
/ befeech thee fhew me thy glory. And who was 
more acquainted with Chrift than Paul ? and ytt 
who was more importunate to be with him nearer? 
/ defire to be dijblvedt and to be with Chrift. Fur- 
ther and further, united with Chrift, and comniu- 
nion with Chrift, are moft defirable things, and are 
not thefe the fruits of his incarnation, the effefls of. 
his perfonal union ? More and more peace, and love, 
and reconciliation, betwixt God and us are defir- 
able things : And are not thefe the fruits of Chrift's 
birth ? Was it not then that righteoufnefs looked 
down from heaven ; that mercy and truth met toge- 
ther^ and righteoufnefs and peace kifjed each other ? 
An higher degree of holinefs, likenefs to God and 
Chrift, are defirable things : And are not thefe the 
fruits of circumcifion, and prefentation to the Lord,. ' 
tbeefFefilsof all thofe confequents that follow after 
his birth ? Come, ftir up thy defires: True defires 
are not wavering, but refolute and full of quicknefs, 
Obferve how the nature of true defire in fcripture 
is fet forth by the moft ftrong fimilitudes of hun- 
ger and thirft^ and thofe not common neitheri 
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but by ihetdntingmfq tireihi^rt ajHr tht rivfirs of 
water, ana btf the gaping of 4fy ground after fear 
/enable Jhowers, O then 1 bow is it that the paf-- 
fages of thy defires are fo narrow, and almoft (hut 
up ? Nay^ how is it that thy yctkU are fo full of 
contrary qualities, that there is fcfrce aBy roooi in 
thy foul tor Chrift? Will not the defires of the 
patriarchs witoefs againit thee i How cried they 
after Chrift's coming in the flefib i Bow the heavens, 
Lardy and com€ down, P(al. cxiiv. 5. Oh that 
thou wouldjl rent the heavens^ and thou wouldeft 
come down, Ifa. xliv. 1. Drop down y^ heavens 
Jxom above, and let tftp Jkies pour doum righteoufr 
itefs, let the earth open, and bring forth falvation, 
lia. xlv. 8. Is it pofiible that their defires (hould 
Ke more vehement after Chrift th^n ours ? Thjey 
lived on the dark fide of the cloyd, but we on th$ 
bright fide \ the veil was upon their hearts, which 
yp\\ is dpne away in Chrift. Th^y faw Chrift ^ht 
off, and their fight was very diq^ ; But we all mth 
open face, as in qgUifi, behold thfi glary (jf the Lord. 
One would thipk, the lef? any Jbmg is known, the 
lefs it (hould be defired. Q my fotil^ either th<^u 
art more ignorant of Chrift ihan the patriarchs of 
old, pr thy h^art is more out of frame than theirs: 
fiifpe£t the latter^ and blame thy heart, it may be 
thy iluggifti nature bafh laid thy defires aileep* If 
ap hungry man will fleep, his hunger will fleep 
>vtth him : but oh * ftir up and awake thy defires^ 
Prefcnt before thefn that glorious obje^EI, the inc^iFr 
nation of Chrift ; it is an ob]c£t which the very anr 
gels defire to look jntq^ and art not thpu more con- 
perned in it than the angi^Is ? Is not the fr^it of the 
incarnatjop ^hine^ ipore efpecially thinp ? Conae 
then, ftir up thofe motions of thy appetite, by which 
the foul darts itfeif towards th^Sibfent good. Draw 
nearer and nearer, till thou comeft to union an4 
enjoyment; cry after Chrift, Why is his chariot 
fo long in coming ? why tarry the wheels pf hj^ 
chaiipts? 
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SECT. IV. 

Of ffoping in Jefus in that B0^&. 



jET us hope in Jefus, carrying on the great work 
of our faivation at his firft coming. Only herd 
remember, I fpcak not of every hope, but only of 
fach an hope as is grounded on fome certainty and 
knowledge. This is the main queflion, whether 
Chrift's in,(;arnatioii belongs unto me ? The pro» 
pbet tells Vi%j that tmto us a child is bom, Qi$d unt0 
m a/on is given* But how m^y I hope that this 
qhiid is born to me ? and that this Son is giren to 
i»e ? What ground for that ? Out of thefe wordai 
of the prophet I ihaii draw a double evidence^: 
igFHich may he inftead of all : our iirft evidence 
fjTom the fbtmer words, unto us a child is bom : 
our feeond evidence from the latter word^^ unto us 
a Jon is given. 

1. From the former werdsi lay down this pQ# 
fition^ uflLto us a ohlld is ioom, if we are new^bonu 
The fuieft w^y to know our inlereft ia the birlh of 
Chrifi, tftto know Chfift. bora in us, as formed in- 
ttr» as the apofilo fpeaks. The SKw-rbirth is tha 
e^a of Chnfr's birth, and a fiire fign that thrift 
ia hosn ia ue. Say th^si^ O my fouU art thou bom 
atiew i t^ there in thee a new nature, a new prin^ 
ciple ? Is the image of Ood ^nd of Chrift in thy 
foul? So the apc^ie fiilea it. The bearing of the 
image qf the heavenly^ Then was Chrift incarnate^ 
iof thee. Come then, look tp it, my ibui ; what 
in thy principle within ^ Gonfider not fo much tho 
outwaid anions, the outward duties of religion, af 
that root from whence tbeiy grow, that principle 
fsom whence they come: are they fixed ones^: 
fettled ones by wav of life in thee ? Clocks havo 
their motions^ but they are not motions of Ijfe^ }$c^* 
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canfe they have no principles of life within. Is 
there life within? Then art thou born again, yea, 
even unto thee a child is bom. This is one evidepce. 
2. From the latter words I lay down this pd- 
fition, unto u» a fon is given, if we. are God^s fons. 
The beft way to know our intereft in the Son of 
» God, is to know ourfelves to be God's fons by 
grace, as Chtift was God's Son by nature. — Chrif- 
tians, to whom Chrift is given, are co-heirs with 
Chrift ; only Chrift is the firft-bom, and hath the 
{ire-eminence in all things. Our fonfliip is an 
cfFeft of Chrift's Son(hip, and a fure fign that unto 
us a fon is given. Say then, O my foul, art thou a 
fon of God ? Doft thou refemble.God according to 
thy capacity, being holy, even as he is holy ? Why 
then, Chrift was ■ incarnate for thee, be was given 
to thee; If thy fonfliip be not clear enough, thou 
ty thefe following rules mayeft try it further. 

1. The fons of God fear God iJflbea Faiher; 
where is mine honour ? (faith God) j[y I be a majler^ 
where is myjear. / If I be a Soa of God, there will 
be an holy fear, and trembling upon me. in all my 
approaches unto God. I know there is a ferviie 
fear, and that is unworthy and unbefeeming the 
Son of God ; but there is a filial fean and that. is 
an excellent check and bridle to all our wanton^' 
nefs. What. fon will not! fear the frowniof bis 
loving father ? I dare not do, this, be^tll fay, my 
father Will be offended*, ^^r^eeable to tbisisthe 
apoftle's advice. If ye call an the Father ^ pafiyour 
fojouming here with fear. ' 

2. The fons of God Jove God, and obey Godout 
of a principle of love. Suppofe theref '>were no 
heaven. to beftoMT upon a regenerate perfon, yet 
would he obey God out of a principle of love? 
Not that it is unlawfuHor a child of God to have 
an eye unto the recompence of reward : Mofes*s 
rpafon of efteeming, the. reproach of Chrift greater 
riches than the trearures of Egypt, was, for that he 
)^ad tefpefi untQ the r^com^pence .pf. reward* Ho- 
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had refped, in the original, he had a 6xed intent 
eye : there was in him a love of the reward, and 
yet withal a love of God;, and therefore his love of 
the reward was not mercenary : But this, I fay, 
though there were no reward at all, a child of God 
hath fuch a principle of love within him, that for 
love's fake he would obey his God. He is led by 
the fpirit, and therefore he obeys : now the fpirit 
that leads him is a fpirit of love, and as many as are 
led by the fpirit of God are the fons of God. 

3. The fons of God imitate God in his love and 
goodnefs to all men. Our Saviour amplifies this 
excellent property of God : he caufeth his fun to 
Jhine upon, good and bad. And thence he con-^ 
eluded, be ye perfe£i^ as your heavenly Father is 
perfeSi. Goodnefs to bad men is as it were the 
perfedion of all. Oh I my foul, canft thou imitate 
God in this. Confider how thy Father bears it, 
though the wicked provoke him day by day, yet 
for all that he doth not quickly revenge. God feeth 
all, and for all that he doth not make the earth pre« 
fently to ^ape and devour us : he puts not eut the 
glorious light of the fun, he doth not diflfolve the 
work of the creaton, he doth not for man's ha 
prefently blaft every thing into duft : what an ex- 
cellent pattern is this for thee to write after ? Canft 
thou forgive thy enetnies ? Do well to them that 
do evil tp thee •^. This is a fure (ign of grace and 
fonfliip. It is ftoried of fonle heathens, who beat* 
ing a chriftian almoft to death, aiked him, what 
great matter did Chrift ever do for him ? Even this, 
laid the chriftian, '^ that I can forgive you, though 
you ufe me thus " here was a child of Gjod indeed^ 
It is a fweet refemblance of our Father, and of our 
Saviour Jefus Chrift, to " love our enemies, to 
blefs them that curfe us, to do good unto them 
that hate us^ to pray for them that defpitefuUy ufe 
us, and perfecute us.'' Oh ! my foul look to this, 
confult this grpund of hope ; if this law be written 
in thy heart, write it down amongft the evidences. 
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fliat thou art Cbd's fon, yea, that even unto thee 
a fon is given. 

To review the grofinds : What ? Is a child bora 
to me ? and a fon given to me ? What ? Am I 
jiew born ? Am I indeed God's fon or daughter ? 
Do I BpoR fearch find in my foul new defires, i^ew 
comforts^ new contentments ? Are my words, my 
works, and affeftions, and converfation new ? Is 
there in me a new nature, a new principle ? Hath 
the fpirit given me a new power, a feed of fpi- 
ritaal life, which I had not before ? Do I upon 
fearch find that I fear God, and loVe God, and 
imitate God iti his love and goodnefs towards all 
men ? Can I really forgive an enemy, and according 
to my ability do gockl unto them that do evil unta 
me ? Why fliould I not then confidently and com- 
fortably hope, that I have my intereft in the birth 
of Chriff, in the bleflfed incarnation and concep- 
tion of Jefus Chrift ? Away, all defpair arid de- 
jefiiod. If fhefe be my grounds of hope, it is time 
to hold up my head, and heart, and hands, and all 
ivithcfaeerfulnefs and confidence, and to fay with the 
fpoufe> " I am my beloved^s and my loved is mine/* 
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SECT. V. 

Of Believing in Je/us in that RefpeB. 

X.JET us believe in Jefus, carrying on the great 
work of our gteat (alvation at his firft coming, ot 
itteaitratioTi. I know many daggerings are oft in 
ieftriftfanisr, «^What, is it likely that Chriff iHould 
Kie iticamate for me ? That God Ihould do fuch a 
thing, for fuch a finfUl, abominaible wretch' as I 
atai ?^' Ah ! poor foul, put thy property in Chrift *s 
ihcar&atron out of difpute, that thou mayeft he 
aible to fay,. ^* As God was manifeft in the flefli, and* 
P may not doubt it, fo God is manifeft m me, and^ 
idare not deny it* 
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To help the foul in . this, I (halJ firft propofe thi 
hindrances of faith. 2. The helps of faith in 
this refpefl:. 3.' The manner how to aft our 
faith. 4. The encouragements to bring on the^ 
foul to believe its parts in the blefled incarnation o^ 
Jefus Chrift. 

For the firft, there are but three things that caa 
hinder faith ; 

1. The exceeding unworthinefs of the foul | 
and to this purpofe are thofe complaints, '* What? 
Chrift incarnate for me? for fuch a dead dog as I 
am ? I am lefs than the leaft of all God*s mercies j 
I am fitter for hell and devils, than for union and 
communion with God and Chrift -, I dare not, I 
cannot beh'eve. 

9. The infinite exaftnefs of divine juftice, which 
xpuft be fatisfied. A foul deeply conlidering o( 
this, ftartles, and cries. Oh I what will become oi 
ixnr foul ? One of the leaft fins that I ftand guilty 
of, deferves death, and eternal wrath, the wages of 
fin is death ; and I cannot fatisfy. Though I have 
trefpafTed many millions of talents, I have not one 
mite to pay. Oh ! then how (hould 1 believe ? 
What thoughts can I entertain of God's mercy and 
love to me ? God's law condemns me, my owxK 
confcience accufeth ifie, and juftice have its due. 

3. The want of a Mediator, or fome fuitable 
perfon who may ftand between the finner and 
God. If on my part there be unworthinefs, and 
on God's part fevere juftice; and withal I fee no 
mediator, which I may go unto, before I deal with 
the infinite glory of God himfelf, how (hould I but; 
defpair, and cry out ? Oh I wretched man that I 
am ! Oh ! that I never had been 1 I cannot believe 9 
there is no room for faith in this cafe ! 

2. The helps of faith in this fad condition, ard 
thefe. 

1. A confideration that God is pleafed to over-' 
look the unworthinefs of his poor creatures. This 
we fee plain in the very a6l of his incarnation > 
.9 Fff 
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Bimfelf difdair>s not to be as his poor creatures, to 
wear their flelh, to take upon him human nature ; 
and in all things to become like unto man, fin only 
excepted. 

2- A confideration that God fatisfies juftke, by 
fetting up Cbrift, who is juftice itfelf. Wow was it 
that mercy and truth met together, and righteouf- 
nefs and peace kiffed each other ; now was it that 
frte grace atid merit ; that fulnefs and nothingneis 
were made one; now was it that truth ran to mercy 
and embraced her ; and righteoufnefs to peace, and 
iiffedher ; in Chrlft they met, yea in him was tbe 
infinite exadtnefs of God's juftice fatisfied. 
' 8* A confideration that God hath fet up Chrift 
as a Mediator : that he was incarnate in order to 
reconciliation, and falvation of fouls ; and but for 
the accomplilhment of this defign Chrift bad never 
b^en incarndte. The very end of his uniting flefh 
unto him, was in order to the reconciliation of us 
poor fouls. Alas! we had finned, and byfin.de- 
lerved evcrlafting damnation ; but to fatre us, and 
p fatisfy himfelf God takes our nature and joins 
it to his Son, and calls that Chrift a Saviour. This 
is thegofpel notion of Chrift; for what is Qirift, 
but Cfod himfelf in our nature, tranfaSing our 
peace ? In this Chrift is fulnefs, and Tighteoufnefs, 
and iove, and bowels to receive the firft ^fts of our 
faith; gnd to ^ave immediate union and cbmmunroo 
*vith ui. Indeed We pitch not our faith rmmedi- 
afely ori G^d himfelf ; yet at laft we come to him» 
and our faith lives in God> as one faith, before it 
k aware, through the intervention of that perfon, 
«/hich i&God himfelf, only called by another name : 
the Lord Jefqs Chrift : and thefe are the helps of 
faith inreferenjce to our unworthinefs, God's juftice, 
an4 the want 6f a Mediator betwixt God and us. 

S. The manner haw to. aft our faith on Chrift 
incarnate, is this : 

1. Faith muft direftly go to Chrift. We find 
^udeed fome particular promifcs of this and that 
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grace : but the promifes are not given witiiout, 
* Chrift : no, firft Chrift,' and then all other things^. 
Incline your ears^ and come unto me. Coiiie unto 
Chrift, and then / will make an everlajling covenant^ 
(which contains all the promifes) even the fure mer- 
cies of David. As in marriage, the woman firft 
confents to have the man, and then all the bene6ts 
that follow ; fo the foul by faith, firft pitcheth upon 
Chrift, and then on the privileges that flow from 
Chrift, Say, doft thou want any temporal bleffing ; 
fuppofe it be the payment of debts, thy daily bread, 
health, look through the fcripture for promifes of 
thefe things, and let thy faith aft thus. If God 
hath given me Chrift the greateft bleffing, then 
certainly he WxW give me all thefe things, fo far as, 
they may be for my good. In the twenty-third pfalm; 
we find a bundle or promifes, but he begins, The 
Lord is my Jhepherd ; therefore I fhall not want. 
The believing patriarchs through faith, fubdued 
kingdoms, wrought righteoufnefs, obtained pro- 
mifes, ftopped the mouths of lions, did wonders 
in the world ; but what did they chiefly look to in 
their faith ? Surely to the promife to come, and to 
that better things Chrift himfelf j and therefore the 
apoftle concludes, having fuch a cloud of witnefles, 
that thu§ lived and died by faith, let us look unto 
Jefus, the author and finiflier of our fajth. 

2, Faith muft direftly go to Chrift as God in 
our flefti. Some think it a carnal apprehenfian of, 
Jefus Chrift, to know him as in flefli : 1 confefs 
to know him only fo ; to confider Jefus no other 
way but as having flefti, is no better than a carnal 
apprehenfionj but to confider Chrift as God in^ 
flefli, a.nd to confider that flefli a.s. a£led by pod,' 
and filled with God, is a true and fpiritual apprc- 
henfion of Jefus Chrift ; and hither is faith to be 
direSed immediately. Suppofe a cafe of danger by 
fome enemies ; and I find a promife of protedtion 
from my enemies ^ I look on that ; but in the firft; •;. 
place thus "I argue, If the Lord h^ib giveu mg 
^- Fff2 '^ 
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Chrift, (God in the flefli) to fave me from hell, 
then much more will he f^vc mejfrom thefe fleftily 
enemies. 

3. Faith mufl go and lie at the feet of Chrift; 
faith muft faften itfelf on this God in our flefli. 
Some go to Chrift, and look on Jefus with loofe 
and tranfient glances, they have but coarfe and 
common apprehenfions of Jefus Chrift. Oh I but 
we Ihould come to Chrift with folemn and ferious 
fpirits ; we (hould look on Jefus piercingly, till we 
fee him as God is in him, and as fuch a perfon thus 
and thus qualified from heaven ; we (hould labour 
to apprehend what is the riches of this glorious 
myftery of Chrift's incarnation ; we (hould dive into 
the depths of his glorious a£lings ; we fliould ftudy 
this myftery above all other ftudies. Nothing is 
more pleafant, and nothing ii nnore deep. That 
qne perfon (hould be Cxod and Man 5 that bleffed- 
i\e& fliould t>e made a curfe ; that heaven lllould 
be let down into hell ; th^t the God of the world 
fliould ihtit himfelf up, as it were, in a body ; that 
the invifible God (hould be made vifible to fenfe ; 
that God (hould make our nature, which bad (inned 
againft him, to be the great ordinance of recon- 
ciling us ynto. himfelf ; th^t God (hould take our 
fle(h, and dwell in it with all his fulnefs, and make 
th^t flefh more glorious than the angels and advance 
tjiat flefli i>to the onenefs with himfelf, and through 
that He(h open all his righ difcoveries of love and 
free grace qnto the fonsof men ; that this God-man 
fhould be o\\t Saviour : Redeemer, Reconciler, 
3?ather, Friend ;.t)h what myfteries are ihefe ! No 
wonder if when Chrift was born, the apoftle/cried, 
JFe /aw his glory y as of the only ^egotton Son of 
Go(jl; noting, that at the fir(t fight of him, fo much 
glory fparkled from hirn as could appear from none, 
but a (jod walking up and down the world. Oh ! 
my foul, let not fuch a treafury be unlooked into. 
Set faith on work with a redoubled ftreng^h. Surely 
W^ live not lik^ men under this great defign, if oar- 
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eye of faith be not firmly and ftedfaftly fet on this. 
Oh ! that we were but acquainted with thefe lifely 
difcoveries ! How blefledly might we live by the 
faith of the Son of God, who loved us, and gave 
bimfelf for us. 4. Faith muft look principally to 
the end of Chrift, as God coming in the flefh. Now 
what was the defign of Chrift in this? The 
apoftle anfwers, Rom. viii. 3. God fsnt his Son in 
the likenefs of finful fiejh^ to condemn fin in thejle/k^ 
(i. e,) God the Father fent into the world his only 
begotten Son, to abolifli in the firft place original 
fin. Mark thefe two words: He condemned fin 
in the fleih. The firft word condemned, is by a 
metonymy put for that which follows condemna- 
tion, namely for the abolifliing of fin ; as condemn- 
ed pcrfons ufed to be cut off and to be taken out 
of the world, that they n>ay be no more ; fo Chrift 
hath condemned or abolifhed this fin. By the 
fecond word, in the flefh, is m.eant the human 
nature which Chrift affumed. He abolilhed fin 
altogether in his own nature: and that flefli^of his 
being perfedlly holy, and the holinefs of it'^being 
imputed unto us, it takes away our guilt in refpeS 
of the impurenefs of our nature alfo. Chrift bad 
not the leail fpot of original fin j and if wq are 
Chrift's, then is the fin in fome meafare taken out 
of their hearts. But howfoever the filth of this fin 
inay remain in part, yet the guilt is removed : in 
this refpeft the purity of Chrift's human nature is 
po lefs reckoned to us for the curing of our defiled 
nature, than the fufferings of Chrift are to us, for. 
the remiflion of our aftual fins. O my foul^ look 
to this*end of Chrift as God in the flefti. If thou 
confider him as made of fiefii and blood, think 
withal, that bis meaning was to condemn fin in our 
fleft. There flows from the holinefs of Chrift's 
nature fuch a power asi countermands the power of 
our original fin and acquits and difcharges from the 
Qondecpnation of the fame fit)^ Not only -the des^thi 
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and life, but ajfo the conception and birth of Chrift: 
hath its influence into our juftification. 

4. The encouragements to bring on fouls to be- 
lieve on Chrift incarnate, we may draw- 

1. From the excellency of this objefl. This 
incarnation of Chrift is the foundation of all other 
aSings of God for us ; it is the very hinge on which 
9]! turn ; it is the cabinet wherein all the defigns 
of God do He; Redemption, juftification, glorifica- 
tion, all wrapt up in it ; it is the higheft pitch 
of the declaration of God's wifdom, goodnefs, 
power and glory. Oh ! what a fweet objeft of 
faith is this ! I know there are fome other things in^ 
Chrift, which are raoft proper for fome afts of 
faith 5 as Chrift dying is moft proper for the pardon 
of afitual fin j and Chrift rifing from the dead is 
Oioft proper for the evidencing of our juftification ; 
but the ftrongeft and pureft afts of faith are thofe 
■which take in Chrift as fuch a perfon, laid out in 
all this glory. Chrift's incarnation is more general 
than Cbrift's paflSon, or Chrift's refurreftion, and, 
as fome would have it, includes all. Chrift's incar- 
ijation holds forth, Chrift in his fulnefs, and fo is 
the complete fabjeft of our faith. 

Come, poor foul, thy eyes are running to and 
fro the world,- to find comforts and happinefs on 
earth I O caft thy eyes back, and fee heaven and 
earth in one objefil ! Look fixedly oti Chrift incV- 
nate I There is more in this than in all the variety 
of this world, or of that world to come. Here is 
an objeft of faith, and love, and joy, and delight i 
here is a compendium of all glories. 

2. From the fuitablenefs of this objeft. Chrift 
incarnate is moft fuitableior our faith to aft upon. 
We are indeed to believe on God, but we cannot 
come to God but in and through Chrift. Alas ! 
God is offended, and therefore we cannot find 
ground immediately to go to God. Hence you' 
heard, that faith muft diredly go to Chrift as Go4 
in our fleih. *Oh! the infinite condefcenfion of 
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God in Chtift ! Crod takes up our nature, and joins 
it to himfelf as one perfon, and lays that before out 
faith ; fo thWt here is God, and God fuited to the 
particular ftate of the finner. Now with wh^t 
boldnefs may our fouls draw nigh to God ? Why 
art thou ftrange, poor foul ? Why^ ftandeft thou 
%ht off, as if it were death to draw nigh ! Of whorti 
art thou afraid ? Is God come down amongft men 
and canft thou not fee him, left thou die and 
perifh ? Oh ! look once more, and be not dif-* 
couraged ! Sde, God is not come down in fire. 
God is not defcended in the armour of juftice and 
everlaftmg burnings ; no, he is cloathed in the gar- 
ments of flelh, he ddfites to cohverfe with thee after 
thy own form, he is come down fo befeech thee to 
fee with thine own «yes thy eterniil happjnefs. 
Ob ! the wonder of heaven ! It is the cry of fome 

giof fouls, Oh ! that I might fee God ! Lo here 
od is come down in fhe likenefs of man, he walks 
in our own (hape amongft us^ it is the cry of others, 
O that I might have my heart united to God ! Why, 
ht Id come down on tliis very purpofe, and hath 
tinited our nature unto himfelf. Surely God hath 
left all the wortd without cxcofe : Oh that ever 
there (hould be an heart of unbelief, after thefe 
fenfible demonftrations of divine glory and love I 
Why wilt thou now ftand oflF? Tell me, what 
woutdft thou have God do more P Can he manifeft 
himfelf in a more fuitable way to thy condition? ti 
there any thing below fte(h wherein the great God 
can humble himfelf fbr thy good ?• Come, think of 
another aftd a better way, or elfe for ever believe. 
Methinks it is fad to fee believers (by in their ap« 
proaches to God, or doubtful of their acceptance 
with God, when God himfelf ftoops firft, and is fo 
in love with our acquaintance, that he will be of 
the fame nature that we are. Oh ! let not fuch a 
fock of ftrength be flighted, but every day enter- 
tain precious thoughts of Chrift being incarnate : 
inure thy heart to believing on this Jefus, as ht 
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carries on the great work of thy falvatioh at his firffi 
coining. ' 

3. From the oflfers of this blefled object to our 
fouls. As Chrift is come in oar nature to fatisfy, 
fo he comes in the gofpel freely and fully to offer 
the terms of love ; therein are fet out the mod 
alluring expreflions that poffibly can be ; thereia 
is fet out, that this incarnation of Chrift was God's 
own ading, out of his own love, and grace, and 
glory 3 therein is fet out the birth, and life, and 
death of Chrift ; and this he could not do but he 
muft be incarnate : God takes our flefti, and, he 
ufeth that as an inftrument whereby to a£t ; he was 
flelh to fuffer, as he was fpirit to fatisfy for our 
fins. Methinks I might challenge unhqlief, and 
bid it come forth ; let it appear, if it dare, before: 
this confideration : What, is not God incarnate 
enough to fatisfy thy confcience ? Come nigh, hear 
the voice of Chrift inviting ; " Come unto me all 
ye that are weary and heavy laden with fin." And 
Oh ! let thefe rich and glorious openings of the 
heart of Chrift overcome thy heart. Wha.t if God 
fhould have done no more than this ! Had he only 
looked down from heaven, and hearing finners cry 
out, O wo, wo unto us for ever 1 we have broken 
.God's law, incurred the penalty, damned our own 
fouls ; O who ftiould deliver us ? Who will fave us 
from the wrath to come ? In this cafe, if God hearing 
finners thus cryin^^out -, had he, 1 fay, only looked 
down and told them, I will pardon your fins ; I 
made the law, and will difpenfe with it ; fear not, 
1 have the keys of life and death -, what foul would 
not have been, raifed up, even from the bottom of 
hell, at this very voice ? I know a poor foul would 
have fcrupled at this, and have faid. What then 
Ihould become of infinite juftice ? But, to remove 
all controverfies, God- hath not only fpoken from 
heaven, but he himfelf is come down from heaven 
to fpeak unto us. O fee this miracle of meiFcy I 
^ God is come down in iielh, he is come down as. a 
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price; he hitnfelf will pay himfelf according to* «tl(^ 
the demands of his juftice, and all this done, iiovir 
he ofFers and tenders hJmfelf to thy foul. ^ / 

O my foul, why (houldft thou fear to caft thyfel^ ^ 
upon thy God ? I know thy objeftion of vilenefs: 
notwithftanding all thy vilenefs^ God himfelf oflFers^ 
himfelf to lead thee by the hand, and to remove all* 
doubts; God himfelf hath put a price fufficient itt' 
the hands of juftice ; or if yet thou feareft to come 
to God, why come then to thy own flefli ; goto 
Chrtft, as having thy own nature ; it is he that calls 
thee. What can be faid more to di-aw^dq tby^ 
trembling Heart ? If God himfelf, and God fo fit-- 
ted and qualified, as I may fteiy, will nor alkirOi' 
muft not men die and pcrifli in unbelief? What^' 
O my foul, is God come down fo Idw to th^e '^ 
And doft thou now ftand queftiooing Whetheftbou 
ftould go or come to him ? What is this but to fay^ 
all that Godis,or does, orfays, is too little to pcfrfUade 
me to faith ? I cannot tell 5 but one would thibk 
that unbelief Ihould be ftrangled, quite flain ilpont 
this confideration. All this, O my foul, thou hear- 
eft in the gofpel 5 there is Chrift incarnate fet forth^ 
to the life ; there is Chrift fuing thy love, and offer* 
ing himfelf as thy beloved in thy own nature ) there- 
it is written, that God is come down in flefli, with 
an olive branch of eternal peace in his hand, and 
bids you all be witnefs, he is not come to deftrdy^ 
but to fave. Oh that this encouragement might 
he of force to improve Chrift's glorious defign to 
the fupplying of all thy wants, and to the making 
up of all thy loffes ! Believe, Oh, believe thy part 
in Chrift incarnate. 

SECT. VL 

Of Loviiig Jefus in that RefpeS. 



JLjET us love Jefus, as carrying on the great 
of our falvation at his^rft coming orincaiVH 
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O injr (oul, canft thou poffibly light on an]^bje£l 
more attractive than the incarnation of JefusT:bri(t? 
If love be the loadftone of love, what an attractive 
is thts before thee ? Methinks the very fight of 
Chrift incarnate is enough to ravifli thee with the 
apprehenfion of his infinite goodnefs. See how be 
calls our, or, as it were, draws out the foul to union^ 
vifion, and the participation of bis glory ! O come 
and yield up thyfelf unto him : give him thyfelf, 
and conform all thy afFe£lions and a£tions to his 
will. . O love him» not with a divided but with 
all thy heart. 

. But to excite this love, I fltall only propound the 
o}>}eQ, which will be argument enough. Love 
<;aufeth love : Now as God's firft love to man was. 
i6 making noan like bimfelf, fo bis, fecond great 
love was in making himfelf like to man. Stay then 
a while upon this love ; for I take it, this is the 
greater love of the two. The evangeJift exprefieth 
it thus, God /o loped the world, (hat he gave his only 
begotten Son; he gave him to be incarnate, to be 
made fle(h, and to fuffer death ; but ^he extenfion 
of his love lies in that expreffion, hefo loved^ So ! 
how? why fo fully, fo freely, as no tongue can tell» 
no heart can think. ^ 

It is ufually faid, that it is a greater love of God 
to fave a foul,, than to make a world ; and I think 
]( was a greater love of God to taking our nature, 
than fimply to fave our fouls : for a king to difpenfe 
with the law, and by his own prerogative to fave a 
murderer from the gallows, is not fuch an a£t of 
love and mercy as to take the murderer's clothes, 
and to wear them as his richeft livery ! Why, 
God in taking our nature, hath done thus, and more 
than thus : he would not fave us by his mere pre* 
rogative, but be takes our clothes, ourfleib, and in 
that flefli he perfoiiates us, and in that flefti he 
will die for us, that we might not die, but live 
through him for evermore. Surely this was lov^, 
that Giod will be no more God, as it were> fimply. 
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but he will take up another nature, rather than the 
brightnefs of his glory (ball undo our fouls. 

It wil) not be amifs (wbilft I am endeavouring to 
draw a line of God's love in Chrift from firft to Jaft 
in iavlng fouls) that here we look back a little, and 
fummariiy contraft the palTages of love from that 
eternity before all worlds unto this prefent. 

1. God had an eternal defign to difcover his in« 
finite love to fome befides himfelf- Oh, the won- 
der of this ! Was there any neceflity of fuch a dif* 
covery? Though God was one, and in that rerpe6t 
alone, yet God was not folitary ; in that eternity 
within his own eflfence there were three divine 
Perfons,and betwixt them there was a blefled com- 
munication of love. Though in that eternity there 
was no creature to whom thefe three perfons could 
communicate their love ; yet was there a glorious 
communication and breaking out of love from one 
to another. Befofe there was a world, the^ather. 
Son, and Holy Gholl did infinitely glorify them- 
felves, John xvii. 5. What need then was there of 
the difcovery of God's love to any one befides him- 
felf? only thus was the pleafure of God ; Ewnjo^ 
Father y for. fq itfeemed good in thy Jighl. Such 
was the love of God, that it would not contain itfelf 
within that infinite ocean of himfelf, but it would 
needs have rivers and channels, into which it might 
run and overflow. 

• 2. God, in profecution of his defign, creates a 
world of creatures j fome rational, and only capable 
of love ; fome irrational, and ferviceable to that one 
creature, which he makes the top of the whole cre- 
ation ; then it was that he fet one man, Adam, as 
a common perfon; to reprefent the reft j to him he 
gives abundance of glorious qualifications, and him 
he fets overall the work of his bands. If we (hould 
view the excellency of this creature either in the 
outward or inner man, who would not wonder ? 
• His body had its excellency, which made the pfalm- 

ft fay, " I will praifc thee, for I am fearfully and 
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wdnderfulljr made, and corioally wrought in the 
loweft parts of the earth." Pfal. cxxxix. 14. It is 
m fpeech borrowed from thofe who work arraf- 
vrork : The body of 'roan is a piece of curious ta« 
peftry» confiding of flcin^ bones, mufcles, fmews, 
and the like. What a goodly thing the body of 
man was before the fall, may be gueflfed from the ' 
excellent gift found in the bodies of fome men 
fince the fall. If all thefe were but joined in one, 
as certainly they were in Adam, what a rare body 
would fuch a one be i But what was this body in 
comparifon of that foul F The foul was it that was 
efpecially made after the image of God ; the foul 
was it that was tempered in the fame mortar with 
the heavenly fpirlts : the foul was God's fparkle, 
i beam^ of his ilivine glory, a ray or emanation of 
Godhimfelf : as man was the principle part of the 
creation, ib the foul was the principle part of man. 
Jlere was it that God's Jove and glory were centered. 
Here was it that God's love fixed itfelf in a fpecial 
imanner, whence ilowed that communion ot God 
with Adam, and that familiarity of Adam with God. 
. 3. Within a whijc^this man, the object of God'a 
love, fell away from God, and as he fell, fo all 
that were in him, even the whole world, fell to- 
gether with him; and hereupon God's face wa« 
hid. Not a fight of him but in flaming fire, ready 
to feize on the fons of men. And yet Gad*s love 
would pot thus leave the objeQ : be had yet a fur* 
ther reach of love, and out of this dark ctotid he Ictsfall 
fome glimpfcs of another difcovery : thefe glimpfes 
were fweet ; but, alas ! they were fo dark that very 
few could make any connfortable application of 
them 5 but by -degrees God hints it out more, he 
points it out by types and ibadows, he makes fome 
model of it by outward ceremonies, :and yet fo 
dark, that, in four thoufand years, men were but 
gueffing a^nd hoping through promifes for a inani^ 
Jeilatioa of God's love. This is the meaning of the * 
apoiUe> who tells us of ihe myfitry that lOas hi4 
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frx}m ages and from ge?teralions, hut now is made 
manifejt to his faints. This love of God was bid 
in the breaft of God from the fotis of men for an 
^ge, fo that they knew not what to make of this 
great defign : I fpeak of the generality of men ; for 
in refpe£l of fome particulars, the Lord made his 
love clear to them ; and dill the nearer toChrift^the 
clearer and clearer v)ras the covenant of grace. 

4. At laft, God fully opens himfelf ; in the ful- 
nefs of time, God takes the flefli of thefe poor 
finners which he had fo loved, and joins it to him- 
felf, and calls it Chrift a Saviour. Now was it 
that God defcended, and lay in the womb of a 
virgin ; now was it that he is born as we are born ; 
now was it that he joined our fiefli fo nigh to him- 
felf, as that there is a communication of properties 
betwixt them both ; that bein^ attributed to G6d 
which is proper to fle(h, as to be born, to fiifFer ; 
and that being attributed to flefli which is proper 
to God, as to create, to redeem : who can chufe 
but ^wonder, that God fliould be made flefli and " 
dwell amongft us ? That fleft fliouId infinitely pro- 
voke God, and yet God, in the fame flefli, fliould 
be infinitely pleafed ? That God fliould veil himfelf, 
and darken his glory with our flefli, and yet unveil 
at the fame time the deepett awi darkefl of his de- 
iigns in a comfortable way to our fouls ? O my 
foul ! how fliouldft thou contain thyfelf within thy- 
felf ? How fliouldft thou but leap out of thyfelf, if 
1 may fo fpeak, as one that is loft in the admiration 
of this love ? Surely God never manifefted himfelf 
in fuch a ftrain of love as this before. 

Well, hitherto we have followed thepaflage&of 
his love, and now we fee it at full fea. It any thing 
will beget our love to God, furely Chrift incarnate 
will do it. Come then, O my foul, I cannot but 
call on thee to love thy Jefus ; and to provoke thy 
love, fix, thy eye on this lovely obiefi. Draw yet a 
little nearer ^ confider what an heart of love is in 
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this d^fign : God is ip thy own nature to take upon 
him all the miferies of thy nature. 

Oh ! my heart, art thou yet cold in thy love to 
Jefus Chrift ? Canft thou love him but a little, who 
hath loved thee fo much ? How fliould i then but 
complain of thee to Chrift? And for thy fake beg 
bard of God : O thou fweet Jefus, that cloatheft 
thyfelf with the clouds as with a garment, and now 
cloatheft thyfelf with the nature or a man; Oh ! that 
nothing but thyfelf might be dear unto me, becaufe 
it fo pleafed thee to vilify thyfelf for my fake. 



SECT. VIL 
Of Joying in Jefus in that RefpeS, 

rfET us joy in Jefus, as carrying on the great work 
of our falyation for us at his incarnation. If it be 
fo, that by our defire, and hope, and faith, and love, 
we have reached the objeft which our fouls pant 
after, how (hould we but joy arid delight therein ? 
The end of our motion is. to attain quiet and reft; 
now what is joy, but a fweet and delightful tran- 
quility of mind, refting in the fruition of good ? 
What ! haft thou in fftnie meafure attained the 
fruition of Chrift, as God incarnate, in thy foul ? 
it is then time to joy in Jefus ; it is then time to 
keep a fabbath of thy thoughts, and to be quiet and 
calm in thy fpirit. But you will fay, how (hould 
this be before we come to heaven ? I anfwer, there 
is not indeed perfeftion of joy whilft we are here, 
becaufe there is no perfc£lion of union on this fide 
heaven ; but fo far as union is, our joy muft be. 
Examine the grounds bf thy hope, and the aftings 
of thy faith, and if thou art but fatisfied in them, 
'then lead up thy joy ; here is matter for it to wotk 
upon : If thou canft rejoice in any thing, rejoice in 
the Lord, and again, I fay, rejoice. 
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, Is there not caufe ? What is th^ meaning of the 
gofpel of Chrift ? What is gofpel, but good fpcU 
or good tidings ? And wherein lies the good tidings* 
according to its eminency ? Is it not in the glo- 
rious incarnation of the Son of God ? Behold 1 bring 
you a gofpel, fo it is in the original ; or, behold 1 
bring you glad tidings of great joy, which (hall be 
to all people ; for unto you is born this day in the 
city of David, a Saviour, which is Chrift the Lord« 
The birth, of Chrift is the comfort of comforts, and 
the fweeteft balm that ever was. O, my foul, 
what ails thee? Why art thou caft down and dif- 
quieted within me ? Is it becaufe thou art a fintier ? ^ 
Why, unto thee is born a Saviour ; his name is Satr 
viour, and therefore Saviour, becaufe he will&ve 
his people from their fins. Come then, and bring 
out thy fms, and weigh them to the utmoft aggra* 
vatiqn, and take in every circumftance both of ia«r 
and gofpel, and fet but this in the other fcaie, that 
unto thee is born a Saviour, furely all thy iniquities 
willieem lighter than vanity, yea, they will be as 
nothing in comparifon thereof: My foul doth mag- 
nify the Lord^ faid Mary, and my Jpirit rejoiceth in 
God viy Saviour. Her fpul and her fpirit within 
her rejoiced at this birth of Chrift. There is caufe 
that every foul, and ewery fpirit (hould rejoice, that 
hath any intereft in this birth of Chrift. O my foul, 
how ftiouldft thou but rejoice if thou wilt confider 
tjie/"^ particulars : 

,-m\^ God himfelf is come down into the world. 
■^IBecaufe it was impofftble for thee to come to him, 
he is come to thee. This confideration made the 
prophet cry out. Rejoice greatly y O thou daughter of 
Ziojiy Jhout O daughter of Jerufalan,^ behold thy 
King Cometh unto thee. He is called a King, and 
therefore he is able ; and he is thy jCing, and there* 
fore he is willing : But in that thy Kiog cometh 
unto thee, here is the marvellous loveiDf God in 
Chrift. Kings do not ufually con>j^t,(^ wait upon 
their fubje6ts ^ it is well if popr fubje^s may come 
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to them. Oh f but fee the great King of heaven 
and earthy the King of kings, and Lord of lords, 
ftooping, and bawing the heavens to come down to 
thee! Surely this is good tidings of great joy, and 
therefore rejoice greatly, O (laughter of Zion ? 

2» God 19 co«ne down in fle2i. He bath laid 
afide^as it were, his awn glory, whilft he converfeth 
with thee. Whfen God tnanifefted himfelf on 
mount Sinai, be canoe dawn in thunder and light- 
ning ; and if now he had appeared in thunder and 
lightning, if nowhe had been guarded with an innu- 
merable company of angels, all having their fwords 
of juftice drawn, well might poor foiils have trem- 
bled, and have run into corners ; for who could ever 
be able to endure his coming in this way ? But 
God is come down in flefl), fa^ hath made his ap* 
pearance as a man, as one of us, and there is not in 
this regard the leaft diftance betwixt him and us. 
Surely this is fuel for joy to feed upon* O why 
iliould God come down fo fukably, fo lowly, as in 
our nature, if he would have thy poor foul to be 
afraid of him ? Doth not this very defign nntend 
confolatibn to thy foul ? O gather up (by fpirir, 
anoint thy heart with the oil of gladnefs. See God 
himfelf is comedown in fle(h to live amongfl us ! 
he profeffeth he will have no other life- but amorigft 
the fons of men. See what a fweet way of famili- 
arity and int^rcourfe is made betwixt God and us. 

3. God hath took on him our nature, that his 
Godhead may flow out in all manner of fweetnefs 
upon our hearts. If God had come down in fle(h, 
only to have been feen of us, it had been a wonder- 
ful cdndefcenfion : If I have found favour in thy 
eye8,iaid Mofes, <hew me the way that 1 may know 
thee : but to come down in flefli, not only to be 
feen, bu% to difpktch the great bufinefs of our foul's 
falvation, hei^*s comfort indeed: :with what joy 
ihould we draw water out of this well of falvation. 

O my fou], thou art daily bufy in eyeing this and 
that I b\A abov^ all know, that the fulnefs of God' 
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lies in Chrift incarnate, to be emptied upon thee, 
This was the meaning of Chriirs taking upon him 
flefh, that through his flefli he might convey to thee 
wfiatfoever is in himfelf as God. As for inftance, 
God in himfelf is good and gracious, and powerful, 
and all-fufficient, and merciful, and what not ? Now: 
by his being in fle(h> he conveys all this to thee. 
Obferve this for thy eternal comfort ; God in and 
through the flefli makes all his attributes and glory 
ferviceable to thy foul. 

4. This difcovering Chrift incarnate is the firft 
opening of all God's heart and glory unto the fons 
of men ; and from this we may raife a world of 
comfort J for if God begins fo glorioufly, how will 
he end? If God be fo full of love, as to come down 
in flefli now in this world. Oh what matter of hope 
is laid up before us, of what God will be to us la 
that world to come ? If the glory of God be let out 
to our fouls fo fully at firft, what glorious openings 
of all the glory of God will be let out to our fouls at 
laft ? Chriftians 1 what do you think will God do 
with us, or bring us unto, when we fliall be with 
him in heaven ? You fee now he is manifefted iii 
flefli, and he hath laid out a world of glory in that : 
but the apoftle tells us of another manifeftation, for 
vj^Jhallfee him as he is : he fliall at laft be manifeft 
in himfelf: Now we fee through a glafs darkly, 
but then face to face ; now we know in part, but 
then we fliall know even as we are known. 

O my foul, weigh all thfefe. paflages, and make 
an application of them to thyfplf ; and then tell 
ttie if yet thou haft not matter enough to raife up 
thy heart, and fill it with joy unfpeakable and full 
of glory. When the wife men faw but the ftar of 
Chrift, they rejoiced with an exceeding great joy ;, 
how much more when they faw Chrift himfelf? 
You?* father, Abraham (faid Chrift to the Jews) 
rejoiced to fee my day, and he faw it^ and was glad. 
He faw it indeed, but afar off, with the eyes of 
faith I they before Chrift had the pfomif^, 'om wp 
9 Hhh ^ 
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fee the performance ; How then (hould we rejoice ? 
How glad fliouldft thou be, O my foul, at the fight 
of Chrift's incarnation ? If the angels of God, yea, 
if the multitudes of angels could fing for joy at 
his birth, Glory to God in the highefty and on earth 
peace and good will towards men; how much more 
ihouldft thou, whom it concerns more than the 
angels, join with them in concert, and fing for joy 
this joyful fong, of good will towards men ? . 
Awake, awake, O my foul, awake, awake, utter 
a fong! tell over thefe paffages, that God is come 
down into the world, that God is come down in 
fieib, that God is come down in fleih in order to 
thy reconciliation ^ that God is come down in the 
likenefs of man, that he may bring thee up into 
the likenefs of God s and that all thefe are but the 
firft openings of the grace, and goodnefs, and 
glory of God jn Chrift unto thy foul; and Ohl 
what work will thefe make in thy fou], if theipirit 
tome in, who is the comforter ? 



END OF VOLUME JIRST, 
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A TVIORNING HYMN. 



In the Morning will I dire^ my Prayer unto thee^^ 
and will look up. — Pfijlra. v. 3^ 

1. T TOW fliould the morning of ray days, 
XX fi^ fp^'^^ ^" humble prayer and prdife. 
To Him who gave me life and breath, 

And ftill preferves my foul from death. 

2. God has from lleep reftor*d ipy iight^ 
rii praife Him for the TOorning Jigfet : 
For his protcSing grace Til pray, 

To guard and keep me all the dtay. 

S. I'll ftill refolve to foek his feee, 
And praife him for redeeming grace ; 
I love his name, I love his word, 
I love to commune with the Lord« \ 

4. Up to His throne Fll lift nay eyes. 
He will regard my earfy lyies : 
He will not frown my foul away. 
He loves to hear His children pray, 

5. To Him ril dedicate my days. 
Then (hall I profper in mj ways : 
And whilft my calling \ purfue 
His praife {hall termijnate tny view. 

6. O may His condefcending love. 
Still draw my heart to thiqgs above. 
That I among His faints may know 
The joys of^tavcn begun bejow. 
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AN EVENING HYMN. 

Send out Thy light and Thy truth. — ^Pfalm. xliii. S. 

1 . /^ OD of my days, God of my nights, 
\jr Source of my foul's fuprcme delights,. 
Come, manifeft Thy love to me, 
And let me clofe this day with Thee. 

3. Nearnefsto Chrift I fain would find, 

let not diftance vex n^y mind ; 

1 long to know my fins forgiven, 
To converfe with the God of Heaven. 

8. Send, Source of Light, fome* chearfng ray. 
To turn my darknefs info.day ; 
J mourn, and think Thy abfetice long, 
O liftcn to my evening fong. 

4. Command my blindnefs to depart ; 
Still keep me from from a carelefs heart ^ 
Lord captivate each vain defire. 
And jaile thefe vile affeftions higher* 

5. O let the mercies of this day, ' 
Teach me to praife as well as pray : - 
Now take, my foul, on Jefu'sbreaft, ' *: "' 
Thy fafeft, fweeteft, fureft reft. 

FINIS, ■ • 
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